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Our opinion
Mucci recognition
is well-deserved

When former Steuben-
ville Mayor Domenick 
Mucci Jr. brought the 
gavel down on his final 
City Council meeting, the 
curtain fell on a career of 
political involvement that 
spanned nearly 40 years.

Members of council at 
the time, January 2018, 
never formally had the 
chance to thank him for 
his service to the city and 
numerous community or-
ganizations — they were 
tied up trying to help 
residents and businesses 
navigate through a crisis 
that left a large portion 
of the downtown without 
water for many days.

It’s appropriate, then, 
that the current City 
Council recently honored 
Mucci not just once, but 
twice during the last 
several weeks. The first 
came when council voted 
to rename Steele Avenue, 
the location of his family’s 
longtime business, Muc-
ci Way, and the second 
happened when members 
on Feb. 23 presented him 
with a resolution recog-
nizing his accomplish-
ments.

Mucci’s political career 
began in 1981, when he 
was elected as the city’s 
2nd Ward councilman. He 
moved into the council at 
large seat when W. Curtis 
Klein resigned in 1988 and 
became mayor in January 
1993, when the late David 
Hindman stepped down 
from the post to become 
a Jefferson County com-
missioner. It was a post 
Mucci held until he decid-
ed to not seek re-election 

in 2017.
By his own estimates, 

Mucci attended more than 
1,850 City Council meet-
ings, presiding over more 
than 1,500. He also served 
as acting city manager 
several times along the 
way.

His work in the com-
munity always has gone 
beyond politics — he was 
a member of numerous 
boards, clubs and organi-
zations ranging from the 
Lions Club to the United 
Way of Jefferson County 
to the Community Im-
provement Corp. and the 
city health board. Those 
efforts have not stopped 
— he recently agreed to 
be a part of the committee 
that will work toward the 
renewal of both the city’s 
tax levies scheduled to ap-
pear on the May 4 ballot.

City Council had to 
make many tough deci-
sions during the 36 years 
Mucci was involved. And, 
while he and the other 
members of council some-
times had heated dis-
agreements, at the end of 
the day they always were 
willing to put the interests 
of the citizens of Steuben-
ville first.

Mucci’s resume in-
cludes nearly a page of 
honors he has received 
from organizations rep-
resenting all parts of the 
community, including the 
Jaycees, Quinn A.M.E. 
Church, the NAACP and 
Theta Chi Alpha.

A couple of more lines 
have been added to that 
list, and the honors are 
well deserved.
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It’s spelling bee time
Slowly, but surely, things 

all around are starting to get a 
little closer to what we remem-
ber as being normal.

And that’s encouraging, 
especially when you look back 
and think about how much 
we’ve gone through in the past 
year.

We’ve experienced stay-at-
home orders, seen businesses 
and restaurants forced to oper-
ate on reduced hours or closed 
(some, sadly, permanently) 
and been kept from seeing 
friends and relatives.

Then there are all of the 
gatherings and events that had 
become staples in our lives 
that had to be canceled or, in 
some cases, shifted to a virtual 
format.

One of those was the 
Jefferson-Harrison Regional 
Spelling Bee Presented by the 
Herald-Star. Organizers were 
forced to postpone last year’s 
bee one day before it was 
scheduled to be held. The deci-
sion came as COVID-19 fears 
were growing across the state, 
and as Gov. Mike DeWine 
announced that he had ordered 
schools closed for three weeks.

That postponement even-
tually became a cancellation, 
which proved to be disappoint-
ing for the 51 pupils who had 
qualified for the district event, 
which, up until that time, had 
been held annually since 1985.

What’s encouraging, though, 
is that this year’s bee will go 
on as scheduled. It will be a 
virtual event held March 13, 
and will include 51 partici-
pants who will be representing 
the Buckeye Local, Edison Lo-
cal, Harrison Hills City, Indian 
Creek Local, Steubenville City 
and Toronto City school dis-
tricts, as well as one represen-
tative each from the Heart of 
Mary Homeschool Association, 
Ohio Virtual Academy and the 
Mary Seat of Wisdom Montes-
sori School.

You’ll find profiles of each 
of the participants in a special 

section that will be included in 
Friday’s edition.

Just like in years past, the 
winner of the regional bee 
will qualify to participate in 
the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee. That event will take on 
a different look as well. This 
year’s national bee will not be 
held in National Harbor, Md. 
There will be no Bee Week, 
which traditionally has started 
during Memorial Day weekend 
and offered the participants 
the chance to get to know each 
other and offered the opportu-
nity for them and their fami-
lies to  take in the sights in the 
Washington, D.C., area.

Those who qualify for this 
year’s national bee will partic-
ipate in a virtual event, with 
only the top dozen finishers or 
so getting to participate in the 
in-person portion, which will 
be a made-for-TV event  July 
8 at the ESPN Wide World of 
Sports Complex at Walt Disney 
World in Orlando, Fla.

Despite all of those changes, 
the purpose of the bee remains 
the same, according to Scripps: 
To help students improve their 
spelling, increase their vocab-
ularies, learn concepts and 
develop correct English usage 
that will help them all their 
lives. That said, there’s also 
a lot on the line for those who 
will participate in the regional 
bee.

In addition to earning that 

coveted spot into the national 
competition, the winner will 
receive the Samuel Louis 
Sugarman Award, which is a 
2021 United States Mint Proof 
Set provided by Jay Sugarman, 
chairman and CEO of iStar 
Financial, in honor of his late 
father; a one-year subscription 
to Britannica Online Premi-
um; a one-year subscription to 
Merriam-Webster Unabridged 
Online; a trophy; and $250 
from Huntington Bank.

Everyone who participates 
will receive a book bag, courte-
sy of PNC Bank, and $25 from 
Huntington Bank.

That the regional bee will be 
held at all this year is a testa-
ment to the work done by Ron 
Sismondo, the bee coordina-
tor; the staff of the Jefferson 
County Educational Service 
Center; and coordinators in 
each of the area’s school dis-
tricts, whose efforts make the 
annual event possible.

Sponsors include S.T.A.R.T. 
and Old Glory Embroidery; 
Ascent Resources; Encino En-
ergy; the Franciscan Univer-
sity of Steubenville; Tri-State 
Financial Services; Gary Cain 
Realty and Auctioneers; Gus’s 
Goodies; McBane Insurnace 
and Financial Services; Hun-
tington Bank; PNC Bank; and 
the Ohio Lottery Commission.

It’s been a long road for 
the participants in this year’s 
spelling bee. They have been 
preparing for the event since 
school resumed in August, 
working around the complica-
tions that have been brought 
on by online schooling and 
studying. We hope you will join 
us in supporting each of the 
competitors in this year’s bee. 
They deserve to be recognized 
for the hard work and dili-
gence that has been required 
to earn their spots.

(Gallabrese, a resident of 
Steuebenville, is executive ed-
itor of the Herald-Star and The 
Weirton Daily Times.)
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It’s wrong to fence the Capitol in or out
Two women are deciding 

paths of our destiny, the acting 
Capitol police chief and the 
Senate parliamentarian. You 
and I — and the lamppost — 
don’t know them. 

One unknown gave us some-
thing deeply wrong; the other 
took away something deeply 
right. Strange for strangers to 
have such untold, unelected 
power in a democracy, while 
we pick up pieces from sham-
bles. 

Happy Women’s History 
Month, everybody. 

We’ve never seen anything 
like the massive fence impris-
oning the Capitol after the Jan. 
6 riot — a terrible message 
for the temple of democracy. 
Razor wire and soldier sharp-
shooters all around the dome 
for a country mile. 

The landscape looks like 
martial law. Sen. Richard 
Burr, R-N.C., told me, “I wish 
they’d tear the thing down.” 
It’s former President Donald 
Trump’s parting gift, his writ-
ing on our National Mall. He 
sent legions of white suprem-
acists marching to “fight like 
hell.” 

But the military overkill is 
due to the acting Capitol police 
chief, Yogananda Pittman. Her 
boss, Steven Sund, got fired 
on Jan. 7. She’s a scaremonger 
but has not taken responsibil-
ity for her police force losing 
control of the Capitol to the 
armed mob. 

I was there that day, in the 
siege. The mob was better 
organized. There were heart-
breaking police casualties and 
heroics. But the chief leaders 

were unprepared, despite an 
FBI warning.  

Meanwhile, something 
happened inside the dome con-
trary to the currents of most 
lawmakers and citizens. 

The Senate parliamentarian 
threw out raising the minimum 
wage to $15 in the pending 
American Rescue Plan. Just 
like that. One woman, one vote. 

This raise for working 
Americans, meant to lift 
families out of poverty, was 
part of the COVID-19 stimulus 
package passed by the House. 
Now its heart languishes on a 
deathbed in the Senate. 

Meet Elizabeth Mac-
Donough, the obscure parlia-
mentarian. Who knew she was 
the keeper of the keys? The 
mob ransacked her book-lined 
Capitol office, where she 
dwells, quiet as a mouse. 

Does the parliamentarian 
care to live on $7.25 hourly, 
the federal minimum wage? 
Let her try. 

The nearly $2 trillion 
package was written for the 

country’s crisis in quiet des-
peration. The pandemic and 
economic fronts are related. 
They rise or fall together. His-
tory calls for bold, sweeping 
action, following in the shoes 
of the New Deal during the 
Depression. 

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., 
voiced disbelief. “I regard it 
as absurd that the parliamen-
tarian, a Senate staffer elected 
by no one, can prevent a wage 
increase for 32 million work-
ers.” 

There’s no time for techni-
calities. Sanders has a point, 
and he’s not alone. 

The man from Vermont 
vows to start a campaign to 
“ignore” or overrule the par-
liamentarian. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., is impa-
tient with the Senate’s glacial 
speed even now, a year into 
the pandemic.  

The “Byrd rule” is how 
MacDonough justified her 
decision that raising the 
minimum wage was “extrane-
ous.” The late Robert C. Byrd, 
a West Virginia Democrat, 
might not mind. I knew him 
well, a brilliant statesman 
from a poor state. Raised by a 
coal miner, Byrd knew in his 
marrow that government could 
make all the difference in 
rocky times.

Years ago, Byrd joined Sen. 
Edward Kennedy in champion-
ing a higher minimum wage. 

President Joe Biden loves 
the Senate labyrinth. He’ll 
let MacDonough’s decision 
remain undisturbed. 

Back to Pittman, a deputy 
chief thrust in the glare of a 

deadly debacle. She sounded a 
vague alarm of a plot to blow 
up the Capitol when Biden 
addresses Congress — not 
supported by the FBI. 

Much of the Capitol gardens 
and terrace has been taken 
away from the public since I 
was a rookie reporter for The 
Hill and roamed freely. 

When it snows, children 
used to sled on the hill the 
Capitol crowns. 

Frederick Law Olmsted, the 
genius who designed Central 
Park, created the inviting west 
front staircase that connects 
to the Mall. Since Sept. 11, the 
complex is scarred by bol-

lards and checkpoints — none 
of which would keep a plane 
from crashing into the marble 
citadel. 

The Capitol lantern lights 
the world — once upon a time, 
not long ago. Pittman now 
wants a more permanent fence 
with razor wire, with a smaller 
footprint. 

Neither Pittman nor the 
parliamentarian seem to see 
the larger vision of what the 
Capitol stands for. 

We need women of the 
people. 

 
(Stiehm is a columnist with 

Creators Syndicate.)

JAMIE STIEHM

Deadline for election letters
The Herald-Star welcomes 

letters to the editor. Letters 
are published each Sunday. 
Letters must be signed and 
include your name, address 
and telephone number where 
you can be reached during 
the day to confirm informa-
tion. Phone numbers will not 
be published. The deadline to 
submit letters is noon each 
Thursday.

With the campaign season 
under way, it’s important to 
note that the deadline for 
letters concerning the May 4 
election will be noon on April 
22, with those letters appear-
ing the weekend of April 25.

We appreciate typing 
and writers who stick to the 
issues. We do not publish let-
ters that are personal attacks 
on individuals or businesses. 

Letters should be of general 
interest to all readers, and no 
more than 500 words. Let-
ters should be written to the 
editor, not a public official or 
someone else. 

We reserve the right to 
edit or reject any letter 
submitted for publication. In 
order to give as many read-
ers as possible the chance to 
have a letter published, we 
limit individual submissions 
to one every four weeks. 

We do not knowingly ac-
cept form letters or petitions 
or print multiple-signature 
letters represented as the 
opinion of a group.  

You can send letters to: 
Editor, 401 Herald Square, 
Steubenville, Ohio 43952 or, 
via e-mail  to newsroom@
heraldstaronline.com.


