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Our opinion

Portman stands
for best interests

Whether you label him 
a centrist or a moderate, 
U.S. Sen. Rob Portman 
always has stood up for 
the best interests of all 
Ohioans.

That’s why it was disap-
pointing to learn Monday 
that Portman, a Repub-
lican from Cincinnati, 
has decided not to seek 
re-election to the seat he 
has held since 2010.

His retirement at the 
end of his second term 
will bring an end to a ca-
reer of public service that 
will have spanned more 
than three decades in the 
highest levels of govern-
ment. That includes 12 
years in the House of Rep-
resentatives; eight years 
in the executive branch, 
including work as budget 
director in the administra-
tion of President George 
W. Bush; and 12 years in 
the Senate.

Portman always has 
been able to walk that 
very fine line between 
staying loyal to his par-
ty and doing his job. He 
has been willing to reach 
across the aisle and work 
with Democrats, including 
Ohio’s senior Sen. Sher-
rod Brown, on issues that 
have been of importance 
to residents of the state 
and the nation.

Which means no one 
has ever been surprised 
to read Portman’s name 
near the top of lists that 
rank the most bipartisan 

senators. It’s the type of 
politics that can get great 
things done, but, sadly, a 
style found in shorter and 
shorter supply in Wash-
ington, D.C. That polariza-
tion, which has left fewer 
and fewer people looking 
for common ground, was 
one of the contributing 
factors in his decision.

Portman has been no 
stranger to our region. 
During the past sever-
al years, he has visited 
the Rosebud Mine in 
Bergholz, Rice Energy 
in Belmont and Eastern 
Gateway Community 
College’s Main Campus in 
Steubenville, where he led 
discussions on work force 
development and exten-
sion of the federal Pell 
Grant program.

By making an early 
decision to not run again, 
Portman has given Ohio 
Republicans plenty of 
time to find a solid can-
didate to replace him on 
the 2022 ballot. Among the 
names being mentioned 
is U.S. Rep. Bill Johnson, 
R-Marietta, who in No-
vember was re-elected to 
his sixth term.

Portman’s consistently 
high standards of leader-
ship in Congress are ac-
complishments he — and 
all Ohioans — should be 
proud of, and they should 
serve as examples of how 
to serve constituents for 
today’s legislators and 
those who will follow.

D.C. Capitol Switchboard: (202) 224-3121

Ohio House
U.S. Rep. Bill Johnson, 6th District, 1710 Longworth House Of-

fice Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; telephone (202) 225-5705

Ohio Senators
Sen. Sherrod Brown, 713 Hart Senate Office Building, Washing-

ton, D.C., 20510; telephone (202) 224-2315
Sen. Rob Portman, 448 Russell Senate Office Building, Washing-

ton, D.C., 20510; telephone (202) 224-3353 

Ohio General Assembly
Rep. Ron Ferguson, 96th District, 77 S. High St., 11th Floor, 

Columbus, Ohio 43215; telephone (614) 466-3735
Sen. Frank Hoagland, 30th District, 1 Capitol Square, Columbus, 

OH 43215; telephone (614) 466-6508

Call your congressman

U.S. should vaccinate its own before sharing
Dr. Anthony Fauci has 

informed the World Health 
Organization that the Biden 
administration will participate 
in WHO’s vaccine-sharing 
project. That reverses Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s “Ameri-
ca First” approach. Fauci says 
the goal is to ensure “equitable 
access” to vaccines for all 
countries in the world, rich 
and poor alike. 

Americans scrambling to 
get vaccinated have a right to 
know how sharing doses with 
poor countries will affect their 
own ability to get vaccinated. 

Biden is coming under 
pressure from the public 
health community to share the 
vaccine supply the U.S. has 
prepurchased before all Amer-
icans who want shots receive 
them. 

The vaccine sharing proj-
ect, with the acronym COVAX, 
raises money to buy vaccines 
for poor countries and asks 
the wealthier countries to 
donate actual doses. The 
COVAX dose-sharing prin-
ciples, released Dec. 18, are 
causing controversy in France, 
England, Canada and other 
countries struggling to get 
their own populations vacci-
nated. COVAX wants countries 
to share their doses as they 
receive them, rather than wait-
ing to see what’s leftover. So 
far, Norway has agreed. 

WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
says it’s unfair for younger, 
healthy adults in countries 

like the U.S. to get injections 
before the frail and elderly in 
poor countries. He calls it a 
“catastrophic moral failure.”

Similarly, Kate Elder of 
Doctors Without Borders 
objects “if a healthy 20-year-
old in New Jersey is getting 
vaccinated before a front-line 
health care worker in South 
Sudan.” 

Bruce Aylward, a WHO 
adviser, claims it’s unaccept-
able for a country to vaccinate 
its entire population before 
offering doses to the highest 
risk inhabitants of poorer 
countries. 

Duke University public 
health experts also argue that 
high-risk groups in poor coun-
tries should get the vaccine be-
fore the U.S. public. A report 
from the Duke Global Health 
Innovation Center complains 
that wealthy countries are mo-
nopolizing the initial supply. 

The White House statement 

on vaccine sharing says the 
U.S. will comply once there is 
“sufficient” supply here. What 
does “sufficient” mean? When 
just those at highest risk are 
vaccinated, as globalists pro-
pose, or when shots have been 
offered to all Americans? The 
public needs a clear answer to 
that question. 

There are powerful reasons 
to oppose COVAX’s vac-
cine-sharing principles. 

First, U.S. taxpayers poured 
billions into Operation Warp 
Speed to develop the vaccines 
with the understanding they’d 
get a large share of initial pro-
duction. When Trump refused 
to join COVAX, The New York 
Times slammed the decision 
as “vaccine nationalism,” but 
Americans desperate to get 
vaccinated are unlikely to be 
worried about political cor-
rectness. 

Second, the U.S. is striv-
ing to reach herd immunity 
by summer, which scientists 
predict will require about 70 
percent of the population to be 
vaccinated. Diverting some of 
the vaccine supply to COVAX 
would endanger that goal. 

On Monday, the Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce 
joined the call for equitable 
distribution of vaccines, argu-
ing that helping poor nations 
will benefit the economies of 
wealthy ones. True in the long 
run, but vaccinating a quar-
ter of the population of every 
country, as COVAX proposes, 
would necessitate the U.S. 

and other developed countries 
giving up a return to normal 
this year. 

Third, as new virus vari-
ants emerge, vaccination 
becomes even more a race 
against the clock. Otherwise 
a variant could appear that is 
not susceptible to the vaccine. 
Moderna announced Monday 
that its vaccine is somewhat 
less effective against the re-
cently identified South African 
variant. People may need year-
ly boosters against emerging 
strains. 

In the last two weeks, the 
European Union and the U.S. 
have been hit with unexpected 

news about manufacturing set-
backs. Monday the European 
Union actually threatened to 
ban Astra-Zeneca from export-
ing any doses until it meets its 
contractual obligations. The 
EU is putting its own people 
first. 

That’s a lesson for America. 
Decisions about vaccine shar-
ing should not be left to public 
health “experts” whose global-
ist views are now ascendant in 
Washington, D.C. Helping the 
world is important, but Amer-
ica needs to take care of its 
own first. 

 
(McCaughey is a columnist 

BETSY MCCAUGHEY

Have something on your mind?
The Herald-Star welcomes 

letters to the editor. Letters 
are published each weekend. 
Letters must be signed and 
include your name, address 
and telephone number where 
you can be reached during 
the day to confirm informa-
tion. Phone numbers will not 
be published. The deadline to 
submit letters is noon each 
Thursday.

We appreciate typing 
and writers who stick to the 
issues.  We do not publish let-
ters that are personal attacks 
on individuals or businesses. 
Letters should be of general 
interest to all readers, and no 
more than 500 words. Let-
ters should be written to the 

editor, not a public official or 
someone else. We reserve the 
right to edit or reject any let-
ter submitted for publication.

In order to give as many 
readers as possible the 
chance to have a letter pub-
lished, we limit individual 
submissions to one every 
four weeks.

We do not knowingly ac-
cept form letters or petitions 
or print multiple-signature 
letters represented as the 
opinion of a group. You can 
send letters to: Editor, 401 
Herald Square, Steubenville, 
Ohio 43952; through e-mail to 
newsroom@heraldstaronline.
com; or through our Virtual 
Newsroom site.

We’re making progress
Even though the opportu-

nities to have conversations 
among us have been reduced 
during the past 10 months, it’s 
a safe bet that some of the talk 
will center on the problems 
our area has been suffering.

Yes, it’s easy to point to 
our shortcomings, a topic that 
can take on a life of its own, it 
seems. Now, if you add the is-
sues that have come along with 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the changes we have had to 
make to our lives in an effort 
to lessen the spread — every-
thing from mask mandates to 
the use of gallon after gallon 
of hand sanitizer to having to 
deal with travel restrictions 
— the picture can appear to be 
pretty bleak.

We’ve learned a lot along 
the way. We now know that 
in some cases, we can work 
remotely and maybe the 
time-honored routine of 
reporting to an office for 40 
hours each week is no longer 
such a necessity. 

At the same time, we have 
seen that education might 
work better if children are in 
the classroom and not trying to 
learn remotely.

In both cases, though, we’ve 
come to the reality that wheth-
er we are trying to work from 
home, forced to stay home 
because some businesses have 
been forced to reduce their 
hours or take classes on a reg-
ular basis, there needs to be 
an upgrade to our infrastruc-
ture that will make high-speed 
broadband Internet more wide-
ly available to the entire area.

That’s a big issue for our 
part of Ohio, but one Jefferson 
County’s newest commission-
er, Tony Morelli, has said he 
plans to take on.

Problems? Yes,  that’s a 
real problem that we face, and 
it affects thousands of area 
residents, just like some other 
things.

But everything is not bad, 

and there are signs all around 
us that positive change is 
happening. There are plenty of 
examples of that all around us, 
and we are once again happy 
to be able to share those in our 
annual Progress Edition. 

“Progress 2021: A Resilient 
Reset” — that’s this year’s 
theme and, as we have for 
many years, we will be offer-
ing a comprehensive look at 
what is happening around the 
region. 

Whatever topic you are 
interested in, from local busi-
ness, to tourism, to recreation 
or education,  you’ll be able 
to learn what’s been going on 
during the past year while 
getting a glimpse into what the 
future might hold.

Our Progress Edition 
remains one of the most-an-
ticipated sections we produce 
each year. And, as has become 
our tradition, we will deliver it 
to readers in five installments 
spread through February.

It will begin Tuesday, 
when we offer a look at the 
region’s economic outlook 
and an update on the status 
of the energy business across 

the region. You’ll find stories 
about the work being done 
by the Jefferson County Port 
Authority as well as the Busi-
ness Development Corp. of the 
Northern Panhandle. The sec-
tion will include an update on 
the Shell’s cracker plant being 
built in Monaca.

Publication will shift to 
Sundays for the remainder of 
the month, and the section that 
will be included in the Feb. 7 
edition will focus on communi-
ty, retail and financial services 
offered through the region. On 
Feb. 14, the focus will shift to 
tourism and lifestyles, while 
the Feb. 21 publication will in-
clude a look at health and edu-
cation. On Feb. 28, you’ll find a 
section dedicated to business, 
industry and transportation.

If you look at any of the five 
sections by itself, you’ll find a 
lot of information about a par-
ticular segment of our area’s 
economy. But when you look at 
all five of the sections togeth-
er, you’ll discover a compre-
hensive read that covers all 
aspects of our lives — and 
offers profiles of many local 
businesses and organizations 
that each has its own interest-
ing story to tell.

Don’t let anyone tell you 
there are no problems in our 
area — there are many. But 
don’t let anyone tell you there 
aren’t some good things hap-
pening, either — there also are 
many, and we’re once again 
happy to be able to share their 
stories in our annual Progress 
Edition.

(Gallabrese, a resident of 
Steubenville, is executive edi-
tor of the Herald-Star and The 
Weirton Daily Times.)
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