
“It’s not true that life is one damn thing
after another — it’s one damn thing over
and over.”

— Edna St. Vincent Millay
WASHINGTON — Fifty-one years ago, a

book by two centrist Democrats caused a
commotion among their party’s progres-
sives, who resented counsels of restraint.
In “The Real Majority,” Richard M. Scam-
mon and Ben J. Wattenberg highlighted a
Gallup poll question from February 1968:
“Is there any area around here — that
is, within a mile — where you would be
afraid to walk alone at night?” The “yes”
response: men 19 percent and women
50 percent.

Half of the United States’ husbands had
wives who were afraid to go out at night.
Beginning in 1968, Republicans won five
of the next six presidential elections.

Last week, the National Firearms Sur-
vey revealed that since the beginning of
2019 almost half of those buying their
first gun were women — 3.5 million of
them. No wonder progressives came close
to reelecting Donald Trump with three
words: “Defund the police.”

Today, a pandemic, violent protests, an
inundation of migrants at the southern
border and a spike in crime are producing
widespread fear of social fraying. In the
1960s, a similar fear caused Scammon
and Wattenberg to urge Democrats to
resist dismissing “law and order” as racist
“code words.” Today, those three words
are dismissed as tropes of “systemic rac-
ism.” One damn thing, over and over.

Campaigning in 1964, President Lyn-
don B. Johnson, standing on top — yes,
on top — of the presidential limousine,
bellowed through a bullhorn, “We’re in
favor of a lot of things and we’re against
mighty few.” Wielding a 155-seat Dem-
ocratic House majority, Johnson revived
the New Deal project of swaddling Ameri-

cans in a blanket of federal programs.
Today, Democrats are ignoring Thomas

Jefferson’s warning against large under-
takings based on “slender majorities.”
They seem entirely committed to progres-
sivism’s equality aspiration. This is not
equality of opportunity, which produces
disparate outcomes that are intolerable
because they are presumptively results of
systemic racism. Rather, the up-to-date
equality aspiration is equal dependence
of an ever-larger majority on federal guar-
antees of material well-being.

President Joe Biden insists that Amer-
icans want the social programs in which
he is proposing to “invest” (“spend” has
been purged from progressivism’s lexi-
con) with trillion-dollar tranches. He does
not, however, think that 98.2 percent of
Americans want these programs enough
to ask them to pay even a penny for them.
He insists that Americans with annual
incomes less than $400,000 will not pay
any of the new taxes that he favors to
(partially) fund the spending.

This is preposterous (e.g., corporations
do not pay taxes, they collect them from
employees, shareholders and customers)
but indicative of progressivism’s failure of
nerve: Government blessings for almost
everyone shall be paid for by an unpop-
ular minority (the top 1.8 percent and
corporations).

In the 1966 elections, two years of
Democratic exuberance cost them 47
House seats. If the 2022 elections subtract
either four Democratic House seats or one
Democratic Senate seat, this presidential

term will be an extinct volcano.
Fifty years ago, President Richard Nixon

imposed wage-and-price controls, a fore-
doomed attempt to suppress the inflation
that had been stoked by progressives’
1960s belief that there could be Vietnam
guns and Great Society butter simultane-
ously, without harm. The 1970s inflation
presaged the nation’s turn toward Ronald
Reagan.

Today, with the federal debt held by the
public four times larger as a percentage
of GDP than it was at the end of the 1970s
(25 percent), a Democratic president and
Democratic-controlled Congress have
$3.5 trillion more “investing” on their
minds. They evidently assume that infla-
tion is forever dormant.

But the Hoover Institution’s John
Cochrane notes that if inflation surges,
the Federal Reserve must raise interest
rates sharply. The standard rule specifies
one and a half times the inflation rate
increase. So, if inflation rises from 2 per-
cent to 5 percent, interest should rise by
4.5 percentage points.

Add a baseline of 2 percent for the Fed’s
inflation target, and 1 percent for the
long-run real rate of interest, Cochrane
says, and the interest rate reaches
7.5 percent. Increasing interest rates one
percentage point increases the cost of
servicing the national debt one percent-
age point. With debt at 100 percent of
GDP, 1 percent of GDP is about $227 bil-
lion, and a 7.5 percent interest rate cre-
ates interest costs of 7.5 percent of GDP,
or $1.7 trillion.

When inflation moved the nation to the
right, it truncated the Democrats’ return
to their New Deal project. They might
soon be muttering, “One damn thing over
and over.”

Washington Post columnist George Will’s email
address is georgewill@washpost.com.

Democrats repeat history’s mistakes
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Gibbs
grandstands

Oh, look, here comes U.S. Rep. Bob Gibbs with something
to distract us from Republican threats to wreck the fragile
economy by refusing to raise the federal borrowing limit.

What is Gibbs, who represents portions of Lorain County,
up to, you ask?

Why, the Lakeville Republican wants to impeach President
Joe Biden, of course.

That can’t be right, you say. Surely not the same Bob Gibbs
who twice voted against impeaching former President Don-
ald Trump.

Yep, the very same.
All Trump, a fellow Republican, did was try to coerce the

Ukrainian government into conducting a politically moti-
vated investigation into Biden’s son.

No biggie. Apparently.
Then there was that whole thing when Trump ranted

about the election being stolen from him and directed a
mob of his supporters to the U.S. Capitol, which some vio-
lently invaded.

What’s a little attempted insurrection, after all? It sure
didn’t seem to bother Gibbs all that much. Only a few hours
later he voted against certifying the results in states key to
Biden’s victory.

Anyway, as you can imagine, Gibbs is pretty upset with
how things have been going in the months since Biden, a
Democrat, took office.

Biden’s alleged high crimes and misdemeanors?
First, he hasn’t stopped undocumented immigrants flee-

ing violence, poverty and natural disasters from streaming
across the southern border. And he halted some of Trump’s
signature border policies, including construction of a “big,
beautiful wall.” You know, the one easily breached using
power tools and ladders readily available at any hardware
store.

Have there been problems at the border under Biden?
Absolutely. The treatment of Haitian refugees has been
particularly horrendous, as evidenced by images of border
agents chasing them down on horseback. But failing to solve
the issue of illegal border crossings, something that has sty-
mied presidents of both parties, is hardly an impeachable
offense.

Gibbs’ second accusation is that Biden violated the sepa-
ration of powers when he extended an eviction moratorium,
even though he acknowledged it might “not pass constitu-
tional muster.”

It didn’t, which is why the U.S Supreme Court rejected it.
Biden overstepped, but he’s not the first president to do so.
That’s why we have a court system.

In his third article of impeachment, Gibbs complained
that Biden mishandled the withdrawal of troops from
Afghanistan, including leaving before every American civil-
ian had been evacuated.

The American military pullout was riddled with mistakes
and miscalculations. A terrorist attack killed 13 American
service members. Too many Americans and allies were left
behind in part because of Biden’s refusal to extend an artifi-
cial deadline.

No president — not even Trump, whose administration
negotiated the withdrawal with the Taliban in the first place
— was ever going to get out of Afghanistan cleanly. It’s not
called the “Graveyard of Empires” for nothing, as the Rus-
sians, British and others can attest.

None of those things is grounds for impeachment. They’re
political disagreements about policy decisions, right or
wrong.

Gibbs doesn’t even meet the standard he himself set for
impeachment in a letter he sent fellow Republicans in Con-
gress in August suggesting exactly this course of action.

“Many of us were witness to the politically motivated
impeachment proceedings of the previous four years,”
Gibbs wrote. “As conservatives and Republicans, I believe
we understand impeachment is a serious constitutional
mechanism, meant to be used only in the rarest and most
grave circumstances. Sadly, we saw our Democrat colleagues
debase it and use it as a talking point for electoral gain. We
must strenuously avoid such trivial treatment of our duty.”

Trump’s conduct demanded that he be impeached. Agree
or disagree with Biden, he has done nothing that warrants
this waste of time.

Gibbs himself acknowledged that his articles of impeach-
ment wouldn’t go anywhere in the Democratic-controlled
House.

Why do it then? (Besides a few media mentions and some
fleeting cheers from the GOP base.)

“This is a shot across the bow,” Gibbs said. “When Repub-
licans take back the House, we will take our commitment to
the separation of powers, our role as a check and balance to
the executive branch seriously. President Biden, Vice Pres-
ident Harris, and the entire administration is officially on
notice.”

Too bad he didn’t take his oversight duties seriously during
the Trump years.

“Maybe something like this makes the White House think
twice before they do some of this nonsense,” Gibbs told The
Washington Examiner.

Oh, there’s nonsense all right, but it’s not coming from the
White House.

Hard work led to a wonderful
Apple Festival this year

What a great Apple Festival weekend.
This was largely due to the leadership

of Stacey Francis and Stan Wojdyla. There
were those who said it couldn’t happen,
but Francis and Wojdyla were determined
there would be a 40th Apple Festival. They
got a committee and together made it
possible. They also worked tirelessly every
hour and every day at the festival.

They are truly the spirit of Elyria and
deserve our thanks.

DOTTIE KLIMCZAK
Elyria

Republicans ignored voters
by drawing unfair districts

The new four-year maps of Ohio’s state
legislative districts are still gerryman-
dered maps. Republicans had no inten-
tions of compromising and coming up
with fair maps for all Ohioans. Without
cheating and favoring Republicans they
know they cannot win. The Republicans
need to look in the mirror and see the
lack of morality and lack of conscience
they possess. The Democrats need to
come together and vote them out.

NINA FARKAS
North Ridgeville

Mandatory minimum fines
hurt the less affluent more

Imagine this: Driver 1, a comfortably
retired business executive, is running
late for his 8:15 a.m. tee time at the local
country club. In his haste to be on time,
he illegally passes an Avon Lake school
bus, with his late model Cadillac Esca-
lade. He is cited under the proposed Avon
Lake ordinance that will impose a mini-
mum $500 fine. Driver 1 also has a prior
conviction for this offense.

Driver 2, a military spouse, is trying
to hold down the fort with three young
children, while her husband is serving his

third tour overseas. She, too, is in a hurry.
She is trying to be on time for her sec-
ond job, waitressing at the local country
club. In her haste to avoid being late for
this desperately needed job, she illegally
passes an Avon Lake school bus and is
cited under the proposed ordinance that
will impose a mandatory minimum $500
fine. This is her first violation.

The proposed $500 mandatory mini-
mum fine will be a minor inconvenience
for driver 1. For driver 2, a $500 manda-
tory fine may prevent her from getting the
badly needed brake job on her 10-year-
old Kia.

Mandatory minimum sentencing laws
almost always disproportionately impact
the less affluent segments of our society.
The sponsor of this proposed ordinance
in Avon Lake seeks to pass it on the first
reading. Hopefully, more reasonable
hearts and minds will prevail and reject
this inequitable proposal.

Judges should be trusted to impose fair
and equitable penalties.

JIM DOWDELL
Grafton

The unvaccinated and
unmasked are bullies

I am so angry with those who oppose
masks and vaccines. I am tired of being
careful, wearing a mask and dreading
the coming winter. We who made the
choice to do the right thing to protect
others, including those who are immu-
nocomprised, the elderly, and those with
complex medical conditions, are being
shouted down by bullies.

Bullies only understand one language.
If they want to us to respect their rights
let’s do this: They will need to be wholly
responsible for all their health care costs.
They could set up their own health care
system to cater to their special treatments
with horse dewormer and other unproven
quackery. No running to any hospital for
help breathing.

Monoclonal antibody treatments cost
U.S. taxpayers at least $1,200 per dose
vs. about $20 for a vaccine dose, so that
treatment should be only allowed for vac-
cinated breakthrough cases.

Those who refuse to get vaccinated
or wear mask should make plans now
to take care of their families if the worst
happens. They should be be prepared to
pay the price for their decisions. If they
survive a bout with COVID-19, they’ll
have to deal with the long-term health
consequences. They shouldn’t look to the
government to help.

If this sounds harsh, tough. The bur-
dens they are placing on the rest of us
are real. The only way for it to be be all
over is total herd immunity before the
virus mutates again becoming strong
enough to break through vaccines and
treatments.

BARBARA WINNICKI
Oberlin

Letter writer should stop
quoting the Bible

Letter writer Gary Thibo loves to repeat
Bible scriptures. His latest was that it
takes “a real man to forgive someone who
hates him and his idea for unity.” He then
quoted Matthew 6: 14-15 of ESV Bible
about trespasses not being forgiven by
your heavenly father, if you don’t forgive.

Great concept. But, consider Matthew
5:48 from the ESV Bible, which says, “You
therefore must be perfect, as your heav-
enly Father is perfect.”

When will Thibo and Christians
become “perfect” like Matthew 5:48 says
they “must be”? Forgiveness is not pos-
sible to give, even for a “real man,” and
Thibo is just using Bible scriptures as
threats.

Thibo should remember: “You there-
fore must be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.”

GARON PETTY
Lorain
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