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Chillicothe couple die four days apart
after spending 80 years together
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CHILLICOTHE — When Evelyn Ramsey was about 15 years old, a boy at school asked her to
go to the movies. She said she would but only under the condition that her friend, Robert
Bowers, come too.

It was 1943 and less than a year later, Evelyn and Robert began dating. Childhood friends
who later became high school sweethearts, the couple spent 80 years together.

Evelyn passed away at home on New Year's Eve and just four days later, Robert died in the
hospital.

"Some people in the family say it's a blessing that they went together," said Sam Bowers, one
of the couple's sons. "Of course it's hard to say goodbye to one. It's hard to say goodbye to
both, but they've been together for so long."

Bob and Evelyn were both born in Chillicothe in 1928. They each grew up in large, tight-knit
families that became acquainted in the 1940s. At school, Bob met Evelyn after befriending
her brothers. It wasn't uncommon for him to be playing at the residence and for Mrs.
Ramsey to scold him to run home before it was too dark. 

As soon as they were old enough, about 15 or 16, Bob and Evelyn began dating. Not long
after, Bob enlisted in the United States Air Force and graduated from Chillicothe High
School. He and Evelyn wed on Christmas Eve in 1949.

About a year later, Bob Bowers Jr. was born in Chillicothe. When Bob received his orders
from the Air Force, the Bowers moved to San Antonio, Texas.

There, their second son, Bill, was born. Over the next several years, the family moved across
the continent from Newfoundland and Washington to Oklahoma and California. Along the
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way, they continued to grow their family and added three more sons — Sam, Mark and
Phillip.

When the boys were young, Evelyn stayed at home to care for them. A devoted mother,
Evelyn's love of children stayed with her throughout life. She spent several years teaching
Sunday School and devoted herself to serving God. While working at a private Christian
school, Evelyn even donated her salary to sponsor two children's education. 

Always the new kids in school, the Bowers boys stuck together and got along well at home.
Evelyn's nurturing nature flourished and she's remembered by her children for her selfless,
unconditional love. She never complained and she never raised her voice. Evelyn was the
backbone of the Bowers family and helped keep order while Bob was away for work.

Among the countless places they traveled to, a few welcoming states like Oklahoma, stand
out to the family. Regardless of where they were, the Bowers always integrated into the
church community. And despite his serious nature, Bob's said to have never met a stranger.

In 1967, the Bowers family was in Sacramento when they decided to stay for a while.

Five years later, Bob retired a Chief Master Sergeant — the highest enlisted rank — from the
Air Force. Throughout his career, he served three tours in Vietnam, joined the Strategic Air
Command during the Cuban Missile Crisis and helped supply scientists in Greenland. Bob,
who was colorblind, memorized the different control panels to fly various airplanes and was
often awarded time off to compete in military golf tournaments.

He earned honors like the Medal of Valor and the Bronze Star Medal. A member of the C7-A
Caribou Association, a group consisting of USAF and ex-USAF personnel who worked with
the aircraft, Bob felt it was important to stay connected to his fellow airmen. 

After retiring, he went on to earn a doctorate in psychology and he operated a private
practice for several years. Later, Bob opened a used furniture and antique store in Capistrano
Beach with the tagline "let's talk about it." 

"My dad always had the right thing to say. People often confided to him if they were
depressed or hurting," Sam said.

In the years that followed, the Bowers boys grew up and went on to start families of their
own. Some of them moved back to Chillicothe and in 2005, Bob and Evelyn followed. Evelyn,
in particular, loved The Golden State but it was more important to be near family.
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But after all the years he had spent flying, Bob believed he was going to crash if he flew any
more miles and he grew to hate it. Instead, the couple purchased an RV. Avid travelers, the
couple often met friends from across the country in Quartzsite, Arizona to reminisce.

Closer to home, the Bowers spent every summer camping at Tar Hollow. The memory is one
of the most treasured for Laura, the couple's granddaughter.

As soon as the tents were set up, the kids sprinted off into the woods, she said. Never
concerned about grass stains or mud, Bob and Evelyn encouraged the children to explore the
world around them.

When the sun started to set, Evelyn whistled with her fingers, sending a shrill pitch through
the woods, signaling the time to head home — just like her mother before her.

Even at the end of their lives, Bob and Evelyn remained physically and spiritually active. Yet
Evelyn was a private person who never wanted to burden others with her troubles.

Previously diagnosed with lung cancer, the disease returned throughout Evelyn's body. At the
same time, Bob lived with severe Alzheimer's and other conditions that impacted his health.

On hospice, Evelyn rested in the comfort of her own home, surrounded by family. In the
weeks leading up to their death, Laura said that Bob could sense something was wrong, and
he ached to wake up Evelyn just to say hello.

After her passing, the family learned that Bob had fallen. Prior to that, he had broken his
femur. Unable to walk, Bob was taken to the hospital. He died while undergoing surgery.
They were 92.

"No marriage is perfect and my parents are no exception. But they shared a foundation that
they both leaned upon. That's how they made a sturdy life together," Phillip said. "My
parents are proof of Ephesians 4:26: that you don't let the sun go down on your anger. They
always resolved things, they never let it fester."

As the Bowers family grieves the loss of both their matriarch and patriarch, they plan to
honor Bob and Evelyn by never slowing down and embracing life. Of the lessons they learned
from their parents, the sons agree that resolving differences and treating people with
kindness prevail as the most important.

"They were great people and there's no one like them," Sam said. "They lived a full life — so
full it was overflowing. There was nothing else you could put in it."
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Have a story tip or comment? Contact Toria at tbarnhart@gannett.com or 740-349-
1106. Follow her on Twitter @ToriaBarnhart.


