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CHILLICOTHE — Though they race in teams of 10, Buck Fifty runners complete their routes
alone. That is, everyone except for a Pickerington teacher who crossed his finish line with a
parade of four-legged friends in tow.

The April 16 race was Adam Salberg's second time competing in the 150-mile relay race, but
his team Shenanigans in the VansAgain was determined to place competitively. He was
running leg 24 of the race, one of the hilliest sections, and was focused on going as fast as
possible. 

"I crossed the road, and there was a volunteer who asked for my bib number. I looked up and
there were four puppies at the top of the next hill," Salberg recalled. The volunteer yelled that
the pups were friendly and there was no need to worry.

Salberg had no intention of playing with the dogs during the race, so he ran past them and
kept going.

Until a tiny yelp came from behind him.

They had been running for about a half-mile, but when Salberg turned around he saw that
not one, not two, but all four puppies had been following. One of the pups was excited, two
were motivated to stay with the pack and the fourth was in the back — barking in protest. 

For three miles, the puppies raced through dirt, puddles and mud to keep up with Salberg as
he navigated the trails. Whenever they'd pass a runner, he'd warn them of the followers he
acquired. Still, regardless of who they met, the dogs always stayed right behind him.

"Towards the end, I was conflicted on whether to race or make sure they were ok," he said. "I
kept going and they went right next to me."
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At the relay handoff, a chorus of tiny barks signaled Salberg's arrival — much to everyone's
surprise. He emerged from the woods, with all four puppies behind him, and passed the
baton to his teammate.

Kelly Hill, a volunteer at checkpoint 24, initially thought the puppies belonged to Salberg.
And after the group realized they weren't his, the volunteers began to gather the puppies and
searched for the owner. When Salberg heard they were on the way, he realized that he'd
grown attached to the puppies.

But it was a close race and the team couldn't afford to wait so they took a few photos and kept
moving. Later that night, Hill reached out to Salberg to let him know that the owner was
offering to give away the puppies.

"I was devastated knowing I could have gotten one of them, "Salberg said. "The next
morning, I felt very strongly about driving back to Chillicothe to find the owner."

He studied the map of his run to find the intersection where he first found the pups. Then he
planned to drive more than 50 miles to knock on doors in the area in hopes of finding the
owner.

To help in his search, Sandy Murray, a Buck Fifty coordinator, shared a photo of Salberg and
the puppies on social media. The owner's son saw the post and responded with his contact
number. Hill was able to then forward the information to Salberg — who was already on his
way down. He called the owner to confirm he could have one and the same day, he brought
the puppy home.

And the timing couldn't have been more perfect.

Just before the marathon, Salberg entered into a contract on a house. Just one week before
that, he mentioned to his girlfriend that he was considering getting a dog. When the
opportunity came, Salberg knew he had to act.

Salberg wanted the dog's name to reflect the Buck Fifty or running in some way so he named
her Miley. She's adjusted to her new life well and loves going for walks, being outside and
playing for toys. 

"She is planning on returning to Chillicothe at the next Buck Fifty because it is such an
awesome race. I am thankful to all of the people who helped me to locate Miley," he said.

Have a story tip or comment? Contact Toria at tbarnhart@gannett.com or 740-349-
1106. Follow her on Twitter @ToriaBarnhart.


