
year. Democrats expect 
it will also include more 
aid for unemployed work-

ers as well as money for 
state efforts to contain 
the pandemic and sus-
tain basic services. 

But Biden’s biggest 
challenge is to “win the 
hearts and minds of the 
American people to fol-

low his lead,” said Dr. 
Leana Wen, a public 
health expert and emer-
gency physician. 

With the backing 
of Congress and the 
expertise of private and 
government scientists, 

the Trump administra-
tion has delivered two 
highly effective vaccines 
and more are on the way. 
Yet a month after the 
first shots were given, 
the nation’s vaccination 
campaign is off to a slow 
start with about 10.3 
million people getting 
the first of two shots, 
although more than 29 
million doses have been 
delivered.

Biden aims to speed 
that up by delivering 
more vaccine and work-
ing closely with states 
and local communities to 
get shots into the arms 
of more people. The 
Trump administration 
provided the vaccine to 
states and set guidelines 
for who should get prior-
ity for shots, but largely 
left it up to state and 
local officials to organize 
their vaccination cam-
paigns.

“This is going to entail 
coordination at all levels, 
as well as resources,” 
said Dr. Nadine Gracia, 
executive vice president 
of the nonpartisan Trust 
for America’s Health. 
“There is a commitment 
the (incoming) admin-
istration has articulated 
to address the needs of 
communities.”

Biden has set a goal of 
administering 100 mil-
lion shots in his first 100 
days. The pace of vac-

cination is approaching 
1 million shots a day, but 
1.8 million a day would 
be needed to reach wide-
spread or “herd” immu-
nity by the summer, 
according to a recent 
estimate by the Ameri-
can Hospital Association. 
Wen says the pace should 
be even higher — closer 
to 3 million a day.

President Donald 
Trump repeatedly assert-
ed the coronavirus would 
go away on its own. 
Early on, he said it would 
disappear with warmer 
weather, and later he 
said after the election. 
But Biden sees the pan-
demic on the level of an 
existential threat. “That’s 
my No. 1 concern, to get 
the virus under control,” 
he said last week.

At the pinnacle of 
power, Trump’s leader-
ship during the pan-
demic has been erratic. 
He did back “Operation 
Warp Speed “ to quickly 
develop vaccines and 
treatments, but he also 
picked fights with lead-
ing government scien-
tists like Dr. Anthony 
Fauci and his own 
appointees at the Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion and the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

Biden has pledged to 
take his lead from sci-
ence, and has named 

Fauci, head of the 
National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, as his top 
medical adviser. He has 
tapped businessman 
Jeff Zients, who has a 
reputation for success-
fully tackling complex 
missions, to coordinate 
the government’s corona-
virus response. He’s also 
selected Yale medicine 
professor Dr. Marcella 
Nunez-Smith, to head an 
effort to ensure equity 
and fairness for racial 
and ethnic minorities in 
access to vaccines and 
treatments.

But he’ll need more 
than top-resume tal-
ent, experts say. It’s 
still unclear how the 
new administration will 
address the issue of 
vaccine hesitancy, the 
doubts and suspicions 
that keep many people 
from getting a shot. Polls 
show it’s particularly a 
problem among Black 
Americans. “It’s impor-
tant to acknowledge the 
reasons why it exists and 
work to earn trust and 
build vaccine confidence 
in communities,” said 
Gracia.

Next Wednesday, when 
Biden will be sworn in as 
president, marks the one-
year anniversary of the 
first confirmed case of 
COVID-19 in the United 
States.
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MHRB special  
meeting set for Jan. 19

The Mental Health Recovery Board of 
Clark, Greene & Madison Counties will hold 
a special meeting at 5 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19. 
The meeting will be held via Zoom. Contact 
Michelle at michelle@mhrb.org or or call 
937-322-0648 x 101 for participation instruc-
tions.

Trustees meetings   
to be held

The Xenia Township Board of Trustees 
will hold all regular meetings for the calen-
dar year 6 p.m. the first and third Thursdays 
of each month at the Township Office, 8 
Brush Row Road. Any changes or additions 
can be found on the township website at 
www.xeniatownship.org.

Greeneview    
school board

The Greeneview Local School District 
Board of Education will hold regular meet-
ings 7 p.m. the third Thursday of each 
month at 4800 Cottonville Road, James-
town.

Zoning commission 
meeting to be held

The Xenia Township Zoning Commission 
will hold meetings 6 p.m. the fourth Tuesday 
of every month for the calendar year. Any 
changes can be found on the Township web-
site at www.xeniatownship.org.

Xenia Food Pantry 
volunteers sought

The Xenia Food Pantry needs volunteers. 
The volunteers work one time per month, a 
shift is three and half hours in length and is 
either in the morning or afternoon. There is 
no heavy lifting involved in any of the three 
positions. To help the Pantry call 937-219-
3628and leave name, telephone number, and 
the someone will be in contact. A further 
explanation of the positions will be given at 
that time. The pantry is located on Ledbet-
ter Road behind the county building.

Cedar Cliff board 
meeting Feb. 18

The Cedar Cliff Board of Education’s next 
meeting will be at 4 p.m. Feb. 18 and not 
Feb. 15.

Jamestown council 
meetings

The Village of Jamestown council meets 
at 7 p.m. the first and third Mondays of each 
month at the Municipal Building, 84 Seaman 
Dr., Jamestown unless it falls on a holiday, 
then the meeting will be on Tuesday.

Send area digest news items to editor@xeniagazette.com. 
Items may run more than once as space and time allows.
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stopped running, it was 
just wasted property,” 
said Dressler’s daughter, 
Michele Henson. “He 
ended up going to Wash-
ington with the transporta-
tion department.

In a YouTube video pro-
duced in 2018, Dressler 
said the county’s master 
plan had an entire section 
on trails and bike paths.

“The county engineer 
felt that we needed to get 
families off the roads,” 
Dressler said. “They knew 
bicycling was starting to 
come about.”

So Dressler took the 
time to go after federal 
money that was available.

“Nobody was going after 
it because (the process) 
was too complicated,” he 
said in the video. “Nobody 
wanted to do a 10-year 
project.”

But Dressler did and he 
wasn’t going to stop until it 
was complete.

”Basically the first thing 
Ed said to me was ‘I want 
to do this because I intend 
to make Xenia and Greene 
County the bicycle hub of 
the midwest’ and he did,” 
said long-time friend Mark 
Garlikov, who worked with 
Dressler on bike events for 
the Dayton Cycling Club 
and the trails. “Everything 

out of Xenia goes every-
where. It goes all over the 
place. He was a hell of a 
guy. He loved the area.”

According to Dressler’s 
stepdaughter, Talerie 
Brown, he went through “a 
huge amount of hoops with 
government entities.”

“It was a huge undertak-
ing,” she said.

Dressler wasn’t just 
involved in trails. He vol-
unteered in a lot of organi-
zations, specifically those 
involved with preserving 
greenspace and wetlands.

“He was extremely pas-
sionate,” Brown said “He 
loved Greene County. The 
calls are pouring in about 
how Ed touched people’s 
lives.”

Dressler was recognized 
in 2017 as the Bike Miami 
Valley Advocate of the Year 
after being inducted in the 
Ohio Parks & Recreation 
Association Hall of Fame 
year earlier in 2007.

He also served as the 
grand marshal for the 2018 
Xenia Community Festival 
Parade.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that dona-
tions be made to the 
Greene County Commu-
nity Foundation, Dressler 
Memorial, 941 West Sec-
ond Street, Xenia, Ohio 
45385, or online at www.
greenegiving.org.

Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-
4507. Because of ed Dressler, railways like this were turned into paved 

trails.

Photo courtesy Greene County Parks & Trails
ed Dressler talks to a crowd about bike trails.
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By Lisa Mascaro 
and Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial could 
begin on Inauguration Day, 
just as Democrat Joe Biden 
takes the oath of office in 
an ever-more-extraordinary 
end to the defeated presi-
dent’s tenure in the White 
House.

The timing is not set and 
depends heavily on when 
House Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si decides to transmit the 
article of impeachment to 
the Senate. Democrats hop-
ing to avoid interrupting 
Biden’s inauguration have 
suggested holding back 
until the new president has 
a chance to get his admin-
istration going.

What is clear is that 
the trial will be unlike 
any other in the nation’s 
history, the first for a 

president no longer in 
office. And, politically, 
it will force a reckoning 
among some Republicans 
who have stood by Trump 
throughout his presidency 
and largely allowed him to 
spread false attacks against 
the integrity of the 2020 
election.

“The only path to any 
reunification of this broken 
and divided country is 

by shining a light on the 
truth,” said Rep. Madeleine 
Dean, D-Pa., who will 
serve as an impeachment 
manager. 

“That’s what the 
impeachment vote was. 
That’s what the trial in the 
Senate will be about.”

Trump was impeached 
Wednesday by the House 
over the deadly Capitol 
siege, the only president 

in U.S. history twice 
impeached, after a pro-
Trump mob stormed the 
building. The attack has 
left the nation’s capital, and 
other major cites, under 
high security amid threats 
of more violence around 
the inauguration.

Senate Republican 
leader Mitch McConnell 
is open to considering 
impeachment, having told 
associates he is done with 
Trump, but he has not sig-
naled how he would vote.

The Republican leader 
holds great sway in his 
party even though conven-
ing the trial will be among 
his last acts as majority 
leader. Two new senators 
from Georgia, both Demo-
crats, are to be sworn into 
office leaving the chamber 
divided 50-50. That tips 
the majority to the Demo-
crats once Kamala Harris 
takes office, as the vice 
president is a tie-breaker.

Impeachment trial could begin on Inauguration Day

Alex Brandon | AP   
House speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., displays the signed article of 
impeachment against President Donald trump in an engrossment 
ceremony before transmission to the senate for trial on Capitol Hill 
Wednesday. 


