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425 Lauricella Court  
Englewood, OH 45322
ph. (937) 836-5143
rehabatenglewood.com
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4960 US Route 35 East 
Jamestown, OH 45335
ph. (937) 675-3311
jamestownplacerehab.com

5
3854 Park Overlook Drive
Beavercreek, OH 45431
ph. (937) 429-9655
beavercreekrehab.com

1957 N. Lakeman Drive  
Bellbrook, OH 45305
ph. (937) 848-7800
bellbrookrehab.com
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7300 McEwen Road 
Dayton, OH 45459
ph. (937) 433-3441
centervillerehab.com
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126 Wilson Drive 
Xenia, OH 45385
ph. (937) 376-2121
xeniarehab.com
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Personalized 

care is at the 

Heart of 

everything  

we do
OH-70231901

O
H

-7
02

42
31

4
Jeffrey G. Flora 
Life-Health-Annuities
Preparing you and your families with 
mortgage life insurance, business  
group health, funeral expense and 
retirement rollovers for decades to  
come- independent Agent” visit my site 
jeffflora.com aka Flora Strategies
(937)626.7525
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AUGUST 2ND-7TH

- FOOD - CALF SCRAMBLE
- ENTERTAINMENT
- RIDES - EXHIBITS
- HARNESS RACING
- 4-H AND FFA EVENTS
- DEMO DERBY
- TRUCK AND TRACTOR PULLS
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He’s on track

By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Adolfo Tornichio knew seconds 
after their introduction that Dekan Ekpo was 
special.

“When I initially meet Dekan, and he’s pick-
ing my brain about law school and the practice 
of law, and what I notice there is Dekan has 
a smile that can light up a room,” the Greene 
County Common Pleas Court judge said. “He 
has this twinkle in his eye that just draws you 
into him. He is one very positive person, but 
probably his drive and ambition, I don’t think 
the boy ever knows the definition of the word 
no. He has such a drive and passion for this goal 
in his life.”

The goal Tornichio speaks of is something 
Ekpo somewhat predicted in 2013 when asked 
in a newspaper interview where he saw himself 
in 10 years. Ekpo, who graduated from Beaver-

creek High School that year, said he would be a 
lawyer.

The 25-year-old is three years from realizing 
that prophecy as he was accepted to the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame Law School and will begin 
classes in late August. While his family will 
likely drive him from their Xenia home to South 
Bend, Ind., don’t be surprised to see Ekpo dash-
ing up I-75 in anticipation.

After all, it’s because of track — and Ekpo’s 
success as a sprinter — that he’s in this posi-
tion.

Humble beginning
Ekpo moved to Beavercreek from Amarillo, 

Texas, with his family prior to his sophomore 
year of high school.

“You know in Texas, football is king,” Ekpo 
said. So he played three years at Beavercreek, 

Track star achieves law school goal

CDC: Delta variant means ‘war has changed’
By Lindsey Tanner
AP Medical Writer

New evidence showing the delta 
variant is as contagious as chick-
enpox and may be more dangerous 
than other versions has prompted 
U.S. health officials to consider 
changing advice on how the nation 
fights the coronavirus, internal 
documents show.

Recommending masks for every-
one and requiring vaccines for doc-
tors and other health workers are 
among measures the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention is 
considering, according to internal 
documents obtained by the Wash-
ington Post.

The documents appear to be talk-

ing points for CDC staff to use in 
explaining the dangers of the delta 
variant and “breakthrough” infec-
tions that can occur after vaccina-
tion. Noted under communications: 
“Acknowledge the war has changed.” 

In recommending that vaccinated 
people resume wearing masks 
indoors in virus hot spots, the CDC 
this week said that new evidence 
shows that breakthrough infections 
may be as transmissible as those 
in unvaccinated people. They cited 
a large recent outbreak among 
vaccinated individuals in the Cape 
Cod town of Provincetown, Mas-
sachusetts, among others, for the 
change.

As the documents note, COVID-
19 vaccines are still highly effec-

tive at preventing serious illness 
and death. The CDC has always 
expected some breakthrough infec-
tions but has struggled with how to 
explain them to the public.

The documents point out that 
the delta variant, first detected in 
India, causes infections that are 
more contagious than the common 
cold, flu, smallpox and Ebola virus, 
and is as infectious as highly conta-
gious chickenpox.

The internal documents also cite 
studies from Canada, Singapore 
and Scotland showing that the 
delta variant may pose a greater 
risk for hospitalization, intensive 
care treatment and death than the 
alpha variant, first detected in the 
United Kingdom.

Soin 
earns 
high 
ratings
By Darryl McGee
dmcgee@aimmediamidwest.com

BEAVERCREEK — 
Soin Medical Center has 
earned High Performing 
ratings for back surgery 
(spinal fusion) and the 
treatment of Kidney fail-
ure for 2021-22 by U.S. 
News & World Report.

The yearly Best Hos-
pitals rankings and Pro-
cedures & Conditions 
ratings are created to 
aid patients and doctors 
with making informed 
decisions about where 
to receive care for health 
conditions and/or com-
mon elective procedures 
deemed challenging.

In order to create 2021-
22 ratings, U.S. News & 
World Report evaluated 
more than 4,750 medical 
centers nationwide in 15 
specialties and 17 pro-
cedures and conditions. 
In the 15 specialty areas, 
175 hospitals were ranked 
in at least one specialty. 
The state and metro area 
rankings recognize hos-
pitals that received high 
performing ratings across 
multiple areas of care.

“It is not a recognition 
we apply for,” Soin Medi-
cal Center and Greene 
Memorial Hospital Direc-
tor of Emergency and 
Trauma Services Frank 
Farkash said. “U.S. News 
& World Report ranked 
around 4,300 hospitals.”

Farkash said the ratings 
say a lot about Soin and 
the quality of service that 
it provides.

“Anytime we receive 
quality awards or any 
type of recognition, it 
humbles us,” Farkash 
said. “Our mission is to 
provide a collaborative 
model for the service we 

Sales 
tax levy 
on ballot
By Darryl McGee
dmcgee@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Greene County 
Commissioners passed a 
resolution Thursday that 
will place a .25 percent 
sales tax increase on the 
November ballot.

If the increase passes, 
Greene County’s sales tax 
would go from 6.75 percent 
to 7 percent. It would go 
into effect three months 
later, be in place for 16 
years and would help fund 
a new county jail facility in 
Xenia. Purchases up to $398 
would change less than $1.

Items like grocery food, 
utilities, and fuel including 
gasoline, prescription medi-
cine, and medical services 
and devices would all still 
be sales-tax free.

“The bottom line is the 
downtown jail is 52-years-
old and has outlived its 
usefulness,” Greene County 
Commissioner Dick Gould 
said.

As previously announced, 
the commissioners held a 
public hearing during the 
meeting.

Greene County Sheriff 
Gene Fischer was the first 
person from his department 
to speak and brought up the 
subject of cost savings.

“A new building with 
new technology can provide 
costs savings down the 
road,” Fischer said.

Major Kirk Keller said the 
people he talks to express 
the need for a new jail to be 
built. They feel a new build-
ing is a necessity.

“Although there is oppo-
sition to the building of a 
facility, people’s opposition 
is more to the number of 
beds and not the building 
itself,” Keller said.

The number of beds 
for the project has been 
reduced from 500 to 384 
beds.

One of Keller’s 

Photo courtesy Dekan Ekpo
Dekan Ekpo (right) runs the 100 for TCU. The 2013 Beavercreek High School grad transitioned from sprinter to law school 
student. He begins at the University of Notre Dame in August.
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