
NEWS Xenia Daily Gazette10    Saturday, July 31, 2021

FEATURED PROPERTY

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”  FamiIiaI status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 

call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 

1-800-927-9275

DEADLINE
for the

Saturday
REAL 

ESTATE
SECTION

is 
NOON

on 
TUESDAYS

To Advertise

in the

Real Estate

pages

Call Nancy at 

372-4444 

x 2114

This Week’s Agent Profi le:
Offi ce: Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Professional Realty - TeamMenke
(Heidi) 937-266-3550
(Ann) 937-231-3600
www.TeamMenke.com

Quote:  “Selling our Beautiful Greene County 
One House at a Time!”

38 Regency Drive, Cedarville
Super well-maintained home in beautiful Cedarville.

Owners are downsizing and selling the family home of 50+ years. Includes 4 bedrooms (or 3 bedrooms 
plus study/work room), large living room/dining room combo, Andersen windows, and 1,827 SF. Also 
includes 19’ x 25’ courtyard wood deck with cedar planking, exquisite landscaping, lawn sprinkler 
system, and premium grade storage shed. Located in south part of Cedarville just a few minutes walk 
from Cedarville University, public schools, library, and all of downtown. Don’t miss an opportunity to 
call this gem “HOME!”

Bart Sheridan
Sheridan & Associates

937-766-2300 www.sheridanteam.com
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concerns is for the 
workers who have to 
deal with the current 
conditions of both the 
jail and sheriff’s depart-
ment office.

“Those who provide 
for the care and custody 
of the people given to 
the sheriff’s department 
are the unsung heroes,” 
Keller said. “Those 
workers need adequate 
facilities to do their 
jobs.”

An estimate of up to 
40 percent of sales tax 
comes from visitors 
that live outside Greene 
County, according to 
county records.

“I don’t feel like 
Greene County resi-
dents should pay this 
entire bill,” Major 
Shawn Prall said. “The 
sales tax is the way to 
do that.”

Greene County resi-
dent Kathryn LeVescon-
te said she is in favor of 
the project.

“We support the 
decommission of 
the downtown jail,” 
LeVesconte said. “The 
sheriff should not have 

to be in a 1929 car deal-
ership facility.”

Xenia resident Janis 
James said the need 
is there, but there are 
additional issues.

“I am asking you to 
study what you are get-
ting,” she said. “There 
is a need for a new jail. 
However, a shiny new 
facility will not solve 
all of the problems. 
Explain to us what will 
be done to help people. 
Before you put the 
levy on a ballot, this is 
your chance to leave a 
legacy.”

Bellbrook resident 
Wendy Dyer expressed 
concerns about miscom-
munication.

“I have had discus-
sions with people on 
both sides of the issue. 
There has been a lot of 
miscommunication,” 
Dyer said. “Before the 
issue is placed on a bal-
lot, we need to let the 
public know what we 
are going to do.”

Other residents also 
spoke about making 
sure the mental-health 
aspect is addressed so 
inmates aren’t repeat 
offenders.

Reach Darryl McGee at 937-502-
4534

mostly on defense. After 
his first season on the 
gridiron, BHS track coach 
Bob Beekman noticed 
Ekpo’s blazing speed and 
recruited him to join the 
track team.

“I realized I was 
moreso a track guy play-
ing football,” Ekpo said. 
“I didn’t like to get hit. I 
didn’t like the contact.”

As a junior, he ran an 
11.5 in the 100 (about a 
second off this past sea-
son’s state championship 
time) and was a Division 
I district champ.

“I was like wow, I could 
actually be pretty good in 
this sport,” he said.

As a senior, Ekpo was 
undefeated until the state 
meet, where he finished 
eighth, and set a school 
record with a 10.74 in the 
100. He also made it in 
the 200, finishing ninth.

Now he’s thinking col-
lege. But recruiting for 
track and field is quite 
different than many oth-
ers because it’s a spring 
sport. And as a late 
bloomer, Ekpo was some-
what of an unknown to 
most colleges.

“It very much put me at 
a disadvantage,” he said. 
“I was starting to peak 
when most of these kids 
had their offers and they 
were already committed 
to go to schools. I didn’t 
know what I was going 
to do.”

Not long after that, 
Ekpo was watching the 
NCAA national cham-
pionships on ESPN and 
was captivated with the 
wind-aided 9.89 TCU’s 
Charles Silmon ran. Ekpo 
“cold-called” Coach Dar-
ryl Anderson, who hap-
pened to be in Columbus 
the week prior to Ekpo’s 
state meet appearance.

“He recognized my 
last name,” Ekpo said. “A 
week later my mom and I 
were on a flight to Dallas.”

Ekpo first attended 
Central State Univer-
sity — where his father, 
Nseabasi, was the direc-
tor of student support 
services — for three 
semesters before transfer-
ring to TCU in the spring 
of 2015. While at CSU, 
Ekpo wasn’t able to train 
like a track athlete and it 
showed when he arrive in 
Fort Worth.

“It was humbling,” 
Ekpo said with a laugh, 
calling Big 12 track a “dif-
ferent animal.”

He had some nagging 
injuries, checked in at 
195 pounds, and didn’t 
have a fantastic freshman 

season.
“I was like, man, I’m 

a regional champion. 
Now I’m at the bottom of 
the pack,” Ekpo said. “I 
was like the overlooked 
guy that no one thought 
about. Couldn’t stay 
healthy. That was the 
hardest climb.”

But he made it to the 
peak.

Back home for the sum-
mer, he trained for five 
hours daily with Beek-
man at Premier Health 
in Englewood. He lost 12 
pounds and was, as they 
say, ripped when he got 
back to campus.

“I was just ready to go,” 
he said.

Ekpo ran a 6.85 in the 
60, second only to Tokyo 
Olympian Ronnie Baker. 
During his junior year 
Ekpo helped the Horned 
Frogs finish ninth in the 
NCAA in the 400 relay. 
After the NCAA meet in 
Oregon, Ekpo was experi-
encing hip pain. His local 
trainer/physical therapist 
Brett Hoffman suspected 
a torn hip labrum. Ekpo 
monitored it during the 
summer and as pain 
increased, an August MRI 
confirmed a torn labrum. 
Ekpo had Olympic aspira-
tions, where he wanted 
to represent his father’s 
home country of Nigeria.

“That kind of derailed 
my plans,” he said.

They decided on a 
conservative treatment, 
involving injections and 
no surgery. He partici-
pated in 22 meets and his 
last meet in Waco, Texas 
he ran the 10o in 10.6. 
A week later he had 
arthroscopic surgery.

A chance meeting
Upon his initial arrival 

to campus in Fort Worth, 
Ekpo was chatting with 
someone who had asked 
where he was from.

“This lady comes out 
of her office, she was like 
Beavercreek, Ohio?” Ekpo 
said. The lady was Jamie 
Dulle, a Wright State grad 
who was great friends 
with Tornichio.

“She was a very close 
advisor to me through-
out college,” Ekpo said. 
“When I was thinking 
about law school in 2016 
or 17, she was like, ‘You 
have to go meet Judge 
Tornichio.’ ”

Ekpo met Tornichio 
that summer. A couple 
years later, Ekpo and 
Tornichio reconnected. 
Unfortunately, it was at 
Dulle’s funeral. She had 
died after being hit by a 
drunk driver in Texas in 
March 2019. Later that 
year, Tornichio — then 
the juvenile court judge 
— hired Ekpo as a part-
time clerk in the court.

Ekpo also worked 
part time as a detention 
counselor and took on 
that role full time when 
Tornichio won election 
to the general division 
since it could be a conflict 
of interest to be a clerk 
in the same court where 
inmates he interacts with 
at the detention center 
were tried.

Most law students 
clerk after completing the 
three-year program. Ekpo 
was one of the lucky ones 
to get a clerkship before.

“He believed in me,” 
Ekpo said of Tornichio. 
“He was like, ‘You’re 
going to be on the 
Supreme Court one day.’ 
I could talk forever about 
Judge Tornichio.”

Never give up
Written on a mirror in 

his home are virtues by 
which Ekpo likes to live.

Discipline.
Consistency.
Sense of purpose.
Those five words 

describe how he attacked 
the Law School Admis-
sions Test (LSAT).

Ekpo managed to work 
two jobs and study when 
he wasn’t working. He 
tackled any hurdle (track 
pun intended) in his way 
and never gave up, stay-
ing focused on what he 
needed to in order to suc-
ceed — discipline.

Ekpo kept doing it day 
after day after day, always 
striving to be the best — 
consistency.

The 25-year-old was 
going to law school, 
somewhere, no matter 
what — sense of purpose.

“With those three 
things, anything is pos-
sible,” Ekpo said. “I never 
get defeated.”

Ekpo clerked from 9 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Worked 
from 2-6 p.m. at the 
detention center and then 
studied until midnight.

He did that for 18 
months.

At first, Ekpo’s mother, 
Judith, thought she was 
being duped when he said 
he was going to study.

“I said I wasn’t born 
yesterday,” Judith said. 
“He’s not studying on a 
Friday night. He’s hang-
ing out with his friends.”

But as the house began 
to fill up with any and 
every book pertaining to 
law, she was a believer.

“I’ve got books coming 
out the wall,” she said. 
“Once Dekan puts his 
mind to something, he 
does follow through with 
it.”

He scored a 158 on 
his first LSAT attempt, 
which was in the 72nd 
percentile.

“Most people wouldn’t 
retake a 158,” Ekpo said.

But he’s not most 
people.

“That drive, I knew I 
could to better,” he said.

And he did. He scored 
a 166 in October 2020 
which placed him in the 
93rd percentile.

Many choices
Ekpo applied to 23 law 

schools, spending around 
$1,000 on application 
fees. With his LSAT per-
formance he was thinking 
big.

“Once I got that score, 
I knew I was going to go 
to a good law school,” he 
said. “That was a huge 
sigh of relief.”

It was a competitive 
cycle because COVID 
increased the number of 
law school applicants, 
Ekpo said.

Baylor was the first 
to offer a spot, and gave 
him a full scholarship 
to attend. Ironically, his 
sister, Idongesit, went to 
rival SMU. Pepperdine 
followed with a full ride. 
Other offers — with 
scholarships — came. 
In addition, he was wait-
listed at Virginia, George-
town, Michigan, North-
western, and Vanderbilt.

In February, a letter from 
South Bend came, offer-
ing him a Dean’s Scholar-
ship of $100,000, which 
would cover the first year 
of law school there and 
leave some extra. He paid 
a $1,000 seat deposit to 
secure his spot.

In May, Ekpo vis-
ited Michigan and Notre 
Dame and fell in love 
with both towns. He was 
settling on Notre Dame 
but then a couple weeks 
ago, Ekpo gained accep-
tance into Michigan. But 
despite seeing what other 
law schools offered schol-
arship-wise, the folks in 
Ann Arbor did not offer 
him one penny. That was 
a big deal.

Ekpo sat down with his 
mom, consulted Juvenile 
Court Judge Amy Lewis 
and other mentors and 
was all-in on Notre Dame.

“It was stressful,” Ekpo 
said. “I took some time 
off work.”

But he is at peace with 
his decision.

“Notre Dame was a 
great school,” he said, 
quickly adding that 
Supreme Court Justice 
Amy Coney Barrett is a 
Notre Dame Law School 
grad.

And if you ask Tor-
nichio, Ekpo could be the 
second.

“I think he’s going to 
be a great attorney,” Tor-
nichio said.

Tornichio knew that the 
first time he met Ekpo.

Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-
4507.
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provide. We want to 
provide the best out-
come for each patient 
individually.”

Earning such ratings 
was not a shock to Far-
kash.

“It’s not surprise con-
sidering the quality of 
service our caregivers 
provide each day,” he 
said.

Farkash said that rat-
ings are a reflection of 
completed patient expe-
rience surveys.

The kidney failure 
recognition has a lot to 
do with Soin’s intensive 
care team, according to 
Farkash.

“That rating is heavily 

focused on that team, 
the nursing team, and 
the team of specialists,” 
he said. “We are proud 
to provide the services 
we provide right here in 
Greene County.”

In healthcare, Farkash 
said the year has been 
challenging dealing 
with COVID. Therefore, 
receiving any recogni-
tion feels good to the 
staff of Soin.

Receiving recognition 
for its services is noth-
ing new to Soin. Along 
with this latest recog-
nition, Soin received 
recognition back in the 
spring. At the time, 
for the fifth time, SMC 
received a rating of “A” 
by the Leapfrog Group 
Hospital Safety Grade.
Reach Darryl McGee at 937-502-
4534
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Darryl McGee | Greene County News
Greene County Commissioner Dick Gould awaits the beginning 
of the public hearing.


