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Tackling the tics

By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.
com

XENIA — Dakota 
Wagner was simply try-
ing to learn more about 
Tourette Syndrome so 
she could better under-
stand what makes her 
tic.

Turns out the Spring 
Valley 15-year-old is 
going to be able to help 
others learn about it as 
well.

The Dayton Regional 
STEM School freshman 
is one of two from Ohio 
chosen to be a Tourette 
Association of America 

youth ambassador.
“Initially I wasn’t 

going for being an 
ambassador,” she 
said. “We were mainly 
worried about how 
kids would respond 
and how bad it would 
get. I was looking 
for materials to learn 
about Tourette myself. 
I thought it would 
be great to join, so I 
applied.”

The youth ambas-
sador training will 
equip Wagner and 
prepare her to educate 
her peers and the local 
community on how to 
promote understanding 

and social acceptance 
of TS and its symp-
toms by presenting 
to schools, clubs, and 
community centers.

“I feel that if more 
people knew about 
Tourette Syndrome or 
tic disorders it would 
help not just me, but 
other people who are 
struggling and to help 
cope with day-to-day 
activities,” Wagner 
said in a release from 
the association.

Wagner was diag-
nosed with TS last 
April after a two-year 
misdiagnosis in sixth 
grade. She would make 
random gasping noises, 
which nobody could 
explain.

Xenia man indicted by grand jury
XENIA — A Xenia 

man was arrested over 
the weekend after being 
charged with stealing 
Social Security benefits 
and making false state-
ments about a church 
theft.

Charles Edward 
Severt Jr., 51, was 
indicted on five counts 
by a federal Grand Jury, 
which alleges he stole 
more than $370,000 in 
Social Security disability 
benefits and made false 
statements related to 
stealing $20,000 from a 
Xenia church.

In a press release, 
the U.S. Department of 
Justice said, “Accord-
ing to court documents, 
in connection with his 
application for disability 
benefits, Severt alleged-
ly stated that he had not 
worked since 2010 as 
the result of a shooting. 
In reality, it is alleged 
Severt had been working 
since at least 2014 in the 
tree trimming business.”

Severt also allegedly 
stated under oath that 
his license as an invest-
ment advisor was sus-
pended for not reporting 

income from flipping 
houses. Court docu-
ments, however, allege 
that Severt was actu-
ally banned for life by 
the Financial Industry 
Regulatory Authority for 
stealing $20,000 from a 
church in Xenia.

If convicted, fraudu-
lently obtaining Social 
Security benefits is 
punishable by up to 10 
years in prison and mak-
ing false statements to 
the federal government 
carries a potential maxi-
mum penalty of five 
years in prison.

EPA 
credentials 
now part of 
course at 
Cedarville
By Lauren McGuire
Cedarville University

CEDARVILLE — Start-
ing on March 26, students 
in Dr. Mark Gathany’s 
Environment: Science, Sus-
tainability and Stewardship 
course will go through a 
four-and-a-half week certi-
fication course through the 
United States Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

For the first time, the 
students in this course will 
receive an official Water-
shed Management Training 
Certificate. As a part of this 
certification, students are 
required to complete 15 
modules covering water-
shed ecology, management 
practices and water law, 
among other things. Gath-
any will pair students and 
have them each group lead 
one module of the course 
for the rest of the class.

To be certified, students 
will have to pass a quiz 
from the EPA. A “Certifi-
cate Ceremony” will take 
place at their final exam on 
April 28.

“I like giving my students 
the opportunity to have 
external certifications like 
this one from the EPA,” 
Gathany said. “A lot of envi-
ronmental science students 
have an interest in water or 
want to work in water even-
tually, so it’s foundational 
content to be exposed to 
and it is a great thing to put 
on a resume as a first-year 
student.”

Gathany’s students also 
can complete a wastewater 
management internship 
with Greene County Sani-
tary Engineering.

“This certification would 
give some great context for 
that experience,” he said. 
“I will be encouraging stu-
dents to consider that as a 
next step.”

The idea for the certifica-
tion program came from 
a colleague of Gathany’s, 
Bill Deutsch, at the Au 
Sable Institute, with whom 
Cedarville University is a 
sustaining partner. Au Sable 
Institute is an educational 
organization that provides 
field-based environmental 
science courses to students 
from participating Christian  

AstraZeneca: 
US data 
shows 
vaccine 
effective for 
all adults
By Maria Cheng  
and Lauran Neergaard
AP Medical Writers

WASHINGTON — 
AstraZeneca reported 
Monday that its COVID-
19 vaccine provided 
strong protection among 
adults of all ages in a 
long-anticipated U.S. 
study, a finding that could 
help rebuild public confi-
dence in the shot around 
the world and move it a 
step closer to clearance in 
the U.S.

In the study of 30,000 
people, the vaccine was 
79% effective at prevent-
ing symptomatic cases of 
COVID-19 — including 
in older adults. There 
were no severe illnesses 
or hospitalizations among 
vaccinated volunteers, 
compared with five such 
cases in participants who 
received dummy shots 
— a small number, but 
consistent with findings 
from Britain and other 
countries that the vaccine 
protects against the worst 
of the disease.

AstraZeneca also said 
the study’s independent 
safety monitors found 
no serious side effects, 
including no increased 
risk of rare blood clots 
like those identified in 
Europe, a scare that led 
numerous countries to 
briefly suspend vaccina-
tions last week.

“I do hope it puts to 
bed any doubts about the 
vaccine efficacy,” Mene 
Pangalos, AstraZen-
eca’s biopharmaceuticals 
research chief, told The 
Associated Press. “Over-
all where the vaccine 
is being used, it’s been 
shown to be highly effec-
tive. So I hope that the 
U.S. study now will con-
tinue to give the vaccine 
some momentum and 
get it used even further 
around the world.”

The company aims 
to file an application 
with the Food and Drug 
Administration in the 
coming weeks, and the 
government’s outside 
advisers will publicly 
debate the evidence  
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Photos courtesy Penny Wagner
Spring Valley resident Dakota Wagner was diagnosed with Tourette Syndrome last April. She attends the Dayton Regional 
STEM School and is a catcher on the Xenia High School varsity softball team. Softball is one way Wagner, 15, resets from tics 
as they don’t occur often on the field.

Wagner’s official Tourette 
Association Advocacy Day 
picture.

Local teen taking on Tourette Syndrome

By THE 
NuMBERS

851,248 confirmed 
cases in Ohio

13,894 in Greene 
County

52,207 
hospitalizations

18,347 confirmed 
deaths (includes 
residents and non-
residents)

143.8 cases per 
100,000

227 in Greene County
44,074 vaccinations in 

Greene County
• Call the Ohio 

Department of Health’s 
public COVID-19 hotline: 
833-4-ASK-ODH. The 
hotline will be open from 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven 
days a week.


