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Wildlife advocate Jack Hanna poses for a portrait 
with a serval cub in New York on Oct. 12, 2015. The 
family of celebrity zookeeper and TV show host Jack 
Hanna said he’s been diagnosed with dementia and 
will retire from public life. 

(AP photo)

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) 
— Celebrity zookeeper and 
animal TV show host Jack 
Hanna has been diagnosed 
with dementia and will retire 
from public life, his family 
said.

In a news release Wednes-
day, his family added that it’s 
believed he now has Alzhei-
mer’s disease that has quickly 
progressed in the last few 
months. 

The 74-year-old Hanna was 
director of the Columbus Zoo 
from 1978 to 1992 and still 
serves as its director emeritus. 

“Dad advocated for 
improved wildlife habitats and 
focused on connecting the 
community with animals,” the 
statement signed by his three 
daughters said. Hanna contin-

ued to be a spokesperson for 
the Ohio zoo until he retired in 
2020. 

Hanna is also well-known 
for his live animal demonstra-
tions on talk shows hosted by 
Johnny Carson, David Letter-
man and James Corden, 
increasing the profile of the 
Columbus Zoo and leading to 
massive attendance increases 
over the years. 

Hanna, who always wore 
khakis on every television 
appearance and in photos, 
hosted the popular syndicated 
TV show “Jack Hanna’s Ani-
mal Adventures” from 1993 
to 2008. He also hosted “Jack 
Hanna’s Into the Wild,” which 
started in 2007, and “Jack 
Hanna’s Wild Countdown” 
until last year. 

“While Dad’s health has 
deteriorated quickly, we can 
assure you that his great sense 
of humor continues to shine 
through,” the statement said. 
“And yes, he still wears his 
khakis at home.”

His family asked for priva-
cy.

“He has spent his life con-
necting people and wildlife 
because he has always 
believed that having people 
see and experience animals is 
key to engaging them in more 
impactful conversations,” his 
family said. “Even though 
Dad is no longer able to travel 
and work in the same way, we 
know that his infectious 
enthusiasm has touched many 
hearts and will continue to be 
his legacy.”

Karen Kier can pinpoint 
the exact moment that deter-
mined the course of her life.

She was a junior at Marys-
ville High School in 1976 
when her chemistry teacher, 
Mr. Davidson, nominated 
her for a pharmacy camp at 
Ohio State University.

Kier was one of 25 stu-
dents from rural regions 
throughout the state selected 
to spend a week on campus, 
learning about pharmacolo-
gy.

“I just loved it and that 
was it,” she said.

Kier said the experience 
transformed her from some-
one uncertain about her 
future career path to some-
one determined to practice 
pharmacy. 

She even wrote her senior 
paper at MHS about phar-
macology. 

Her newfound passion 
propelled her to Ohio North-
ern University, where she 
received her Bachelor of 
Science. She later received 
her master’s degree and 
PhD from Ohio State Uni-
versity.

Now a professor of clini-

cal pharmacy at ONU who 
has practiced throughout the 
nation, she said she can 
trace it all back to Marys-
ville.

“I am doing what I do 
today - and love what I do - 
because a chemistry teacher 
nominated me to do some-
thing I didn’t even know 
about,” Kier said.

Things are coming full 
circle for Kier, as she is 
returning to Marysville with 
her own students to vacci-
nate local residents against 
COVID-19 through the 
ONU HealthWise Mobile 
Clinic. 

ONU HealthWise will 
travel between six counties 
for 60 days to contribute to 
vaccination efforts through-
out the state. Its mobile clin-
ic will be at the Union 
County Fairgrounds every 
Wednesday in April and 
May.

“I would have never 
thought this is where I 
would be, but I’m happy 
I’m here,” Kier said.

Along with her love for 
pharmacy, her appreciation 
of teaching was sparked in 
Marysville.

She said it can be difficult 
for her to believe that her 
formal education decades 
ago prepared her to play an 
active role in fighting 

COVID-19 today.
“It’s one of those things 

that as a high school stu-
dent, you just can’t imagine 
where your career could 
go,” Kier said.

She said her teachers at 
MHS showed her that quali-
ty education “prepares you 
for things you didn’t know 
you could do.” 

It’s a perspective she aims 
to share with the students 
she now teaches.

On Wednesday, Kier drew 
doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine into needles while 
supervising a group of her 
students - whom she deemed 
“the A-team” - administer-
ing the shot.

She said watching her 
current and former students 
accomplishing goals and 
contributing to their com-
munities is one of the most 
rewarding parts of her 
career.

“I’m just really proud of 
training the best pharma-
cists we can train,” she said. 

The ONU HealthWise 
Mobile Clinic exemplifies 
what she described as the 
“ripple effect” of sharing 
knowledge with the next 
generation.

Kier serves as the Direc-
tor of the Drug and Health 
Information Center, while 
the Director of HealthWise, 
Michael Rush, was one of 
her students.

She said the pair helped 
launch the Mobile Health 

Celebrity zookeeper Jack Hanna 
diagnosed with dementia

Plain City officials are 
considering 2021 budget 
changes that could divert 
more funding toward 
Uptown improvements.

Village Administrator 
Nathan Cahall presented 
council with proposed sup-
plemental appropriations 
during Wednesday’s work 
session.

He explained that the 
“funding outcomes” for the 
Noteman Road project allow 
the village to consider other 
street or storm water 
improvements.

Before the 2021 budget 
was passed, officials pro-
posed upsizing and replacing 
the storm sewer lines in the 
area, lining the sanitary 
sewer lines, replacing the 
water mains and a complete 

“mill and fill” repaving of 
the entire roadway.

Cahall said the funding 
requests were split between 
two sources. The village 
applied for sanitary and 
storm sewer loans from the 
Ohio Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and requested 
grant funding for the roads 
and water line replacement 
from the Ohio Public Works 
Commission. 

The loan requests for Ohio 
EPA are still pending, Cahall 
said. 

However, the paving and 
water line replacement por-
tion of the project is current-
ly “dead in the water,” Cahall 
said, as the village did not 
receive funding from OPWC. 

He noted that the applica-
tion pool in Plain City’s dis-
trict was “incredibly compet-
itive.”

“Our gap in scoring was 
one that we couldn’t have 
reworked this time around,” 

he said. 
Cahall previously said the 

village applied for approxi-
mately $240,000 in funding 
of what was expected to be a 
$487,000 project. 

Since the village will not 
be required to provide the 
matching funds for the proj-
ect - approximately $247,000 
- those monies are opened up 
to other projects.

Cahall said staff recom-
mends bumping the amounts 
budgeted for Uptown 
improvements ($100,000), 
the public parking lot cre-
ation ($350,000) and repav-
ing ($125,000.)

He said paving could be 
upped to $200,000, the 
amount budgeted in 2020, 
while the Uptown dollars are 
increased to integrate some 
of the phased improvements 
planned for later.

The expanded budget 
could allow for the design of 
a larger area of the Uptown, 

including either the north 
side or further west along the 
south side currently being 
planned. Cahall said that por-
tion of the project could 
potentially be bid out before 
the end of the year, allowing 
the village to enter into a 
contract in early 2022.

Council member Shannon 
Pine said she would like to 
see the Uptown budget 
increase. She noted that in 
nearly four years on council, 
not much has been done to 
improve the area.

“I would really like to sink 
as much money as we can 
into Uptown improvements,” 
she said. 

Council member Michael 
Terry echoed her sentiments.

“I don’t want to save the 
money and just ‘rainy day’ 
it,” he said, adding he felt it 
would be best spent on 
Uptown streetscapes.

Council member Frank 
Reed said he felt the dollars 

could be well 
spent on light 
poles or brick 
pavers, but 
wanted to 
ensure the vil-
lage does not 
“move our-
selves out of position” to 
complete the Noteman Road 
project.

Cahall assured him that the 
village would still be able to 
complete Noteman Road 
improvements in the near 
future, even if the proposed 
budget appropriations are 
approved.

He said he feels pursuing 
the OPWC funding in the 
upcoming grant cycle is 
“worth one more whack at 
the piñata.”

The village would receive 
a higher score on their appli-
cation for a resubmitted proj-
ect, Cahall said, and could 
request less grant funding 
with more matching dollars.

Otherwise, he said the vil-
lage may be in a position to 
“foot the bill ourselves” in 
2022.

Cahall said it is ultimately 
a decision of council to prior-
itize which projects they 
would like to allocate monies 
toward.

“There’s no wrong answer 
on this,” he said. “We have a 
laundry list of infrastructure 
needs anyways - there’s 
ample projects out there.”

Cahall also noted several 
other proposed budget 
changes.  

Instead of using dollars 
from the 0.5% income tax 

Monarchs defeat Westerville North 
(See page 4)

Push from MHS teacher 
led to pharmacy career 

Karen Kier, a Marysville High School graduate and professor of clinical phar-
macy at Ohio Northern University, draws a dose of the Johnson & Johnson 
COVID-19 vaccine into a needle while sitting in the ONU HealthWise Mobile Clin-
ic. The 38-foot RV will transport vaccines to the Union County Fairgrounds every 
Wednesday in April and May, to be administered by ONU pharmacists, interns and 
students.

(Journal-Tribune photo by Kayleen Petrovia)

Now a professor, Karen Kier 
returns to Marysville with        
ONU’s mobile vaccine clinic

Plain City considers funneling money for Uptown upgrades

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) 
— An explosion and fire 
early Thursday at an Ohio 
manufacturing plant left 
eight people injured and one 
person missing, authorities 
said.

The explosion happened 
about 12:05 a.m. at the 
Yenkin-Majestic Paint facili-
ty in Columbus, triggering a 
fire, Columbus Fire Battal-
ion Chief Steve Martin told 
reporters.

Some of the injured were 
able to get out of the plant 
while others were rescued 
before being taken to the 
hospital, authorities said. 
Two initially listed in critical 
condition were upgraded to 
stable, Martin said.

The cause of the explosion 
wasn’t immediately known.

Columbus paint 
plant explodes


