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By The Associated Press
AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 

vaccine shows a hint that it 
may reduce transmission of 
the virus and offers strong 
protection for three months 
on just a single dose, research-
ers said Wednesday in an 
encouraging turn in the cam-
paign to suppress the out-
break.

The preliminary findings 
from Oxford University, a 
co-developer of the vaccine, 
could vindicate the British 
government’s controversial 
strategy of delaying the sec-
ond shot for up to 12 weeks so 
that more people can be 
quickly given a first dose. Up 
to now, the recommended 
time between doses has been 
four weeks.

The research could also 
bring scientists closer to an 
answer to one of the big ques-
tions about the vaccination 
drive: Will the vaccines actu-
ally curb the spread of the 

coronavirus?
It’s not clear what implica-

tions, if any, the findings 
might have for the two other 
major vaccines being used in 
the West, Pfizer’s and Moder-
na’s. 

In the United States, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, the nation’s 
top infectious disease expert, 
dismissed the idea of deliber-
ately delaying second shots, 
saying the U.S. will “go by 
the science” and data from the 
clinical trials. The two doses 
of the Pifzer and Moderna 
vaccines are supposed to be 
given three and four weeks 
apart.

Still, the research appears to 
be good news in the desperate 
effort to arrest the spread of 
the virus and also suggests a 
way to ease vaccine shortages 
and get shots into more arms 
more quickly.

The makers of all three vac-
cines have said that their shots 
proved to be anywhere from 

70% to 95% effective in clin-
ical trials in protecting people 
from illness caused by the 
virus. But it was unclear 
whether the vaccines could 
also suppress transmission of 
the virus — that is, whether 
someone inoculated could 
still acquire the virus without 
getting sick and spread it to 
others.

As a result, experts have 
been saying that even people 
who have been vaccinated 
should continue to wear 
masks and keep their distance 
from others.

Volunteers in the British 
study underwent regular nasal 
swabs to check for the coro-
navirus, a proxy to try to 
answer the transmission ques-
tion. The level of virus-posi-
tive swabs — combining vol-
unteers who had asymptomat-
ic infection with those who 
had symptoms — was 67% 
lower in the vaccinated group, 
the researchers reported.
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On a typical morning, 
Mo Foust wakes up early 
to pack lunches for her 
four sons before she heads 
to the Union County Fair-
grounds to help with 
COVID-19 testing. 

If she has a quick break, 
she might head home at 
lunch to touch base with 
her husband, who works 
from home, and children, 
who are homeschooled.

Then, she’s back to the 
fairgrounds for a COVID-
19 vaccination clinic from 
1 p.m. to 4 or 5 p.m.

Once she gets home, she 
loads up the kids and fam-
ily dogs so they’re out of 
the house while potential 
buyers tour it.

She’s not a nurse or an 
employee with the health 
department - she isn’t even 
paid.

Instead, Foust is a vol-
unteer with the Medical 
Reserve Corp.

“I have a deep commit-
ment to other human 
beings. 

“My only standard in 
life is to make sure this 
world is better than it 
would’ve been had I never 
existed,” Foust said. 

Volunteering has con-
sumed much of Foust’s 
time since June, like the 
159 MRC members who 
have joined since March. 

MRC Coordinator Tessa 
Fite said about half of the 
people involved in the 
local “on-the-ground” 
COVID response are vol-
unteers. They have worked 
289 shifts since mid-
March, clocking 
more than 1,300 vol-
unteer hours and 
over 300 training 
hours.

“It’s really amaz-
ing,” Fite said.

Many of them have a 
medical background, like 
Foust, who worked in a 
laboratory for about 10 
years, while others are 
non-medical volunteers. 

Fite said the majority 
are nurses, pharmacists, 
physicians and EMS.

She said MRC volun-
teers do “something dif-
ferent every day.” 

They could be working 
parking and registration, 
taking phone calls, draw-
ing vaccine from vials, 
administering the vaccine, 
entering data, acting as 
runners, controlling traffic 
or contact tracing.

Foust said being part of 
the MRC requires a level 
of flexibility because 
responding to a global 

pandemic is “something 
we’ve never done before.”

“Just because this is 
what I did last week 
doesn’t mean it’ll be 
exactly the same next 
week,” she said.

Foust said the ever-
changing nature of their 
r o l e is made easier 

because they have 
a solid, consistent 
group of fellow 
volunteers.

At this point, 
she said many of 
the volunteers 
have worked 

together for enough 
time that they are 

“comfortable” with each 
other and feel “a level of 
camaraderie.”

“The reason you want to 
keep coming back is 
because of the people 
you’re working with,” she 
said.

Many days, Foust is 
working alongside retired 
nurse Sally Wiley.

Wiley retired six years 
ago after nearly four 
decades of nursing to 
spend time babysitting her 
grandchildren.

Once the pandemic 
struck, though, she said 
she couldn’t stop thinking 
about her former co-work-
ers in the emergency room.

Medical Reserve Corp Volunteer Nurse Sally Wiley, pictured at right, adminis-
ters the COVID-19 vaccination to Lt. Justin French with the Jerome Township 
Division of Fire at the health department’s first vaccine clinic in December. Wiley 
retired as an emergency room nurse six years ago but felt called to join the MRC. 
She has worked as a vaccinator at every COVID-19 shot clinic.

(Photo submitted)

Union County is moving 
forward with a plan to pay 
off one bond and reversing 
course on a plan to pay off 
another.

Last week, county offi-
cials met with bond coun-
selor Andy Brossart, of 
Bradley Payne. Brossart 
encouraged the commis-
sioners to pay off the 2009 
bond, which had been used 
for various purposes. The 
original bond was for 
$6.47-million with a 4.5% 
interest rate, payable over 
15 years and eligible for 
early payoff in 2018. 
Commissioner Chris 

Schmenk said the commis-
sioners considered paying 
it early several years ago, 
but ultimately decided 
against it.

Brossart said there is 
$990,000 remaining on the 
principal of the bond. He 
said that by paying the 
bond early, the county 
could save about $91,000.

The commissioners 
unanimously approved the 
move.

They also approved a 
resolution to transfer more 
than $430,000 to repay a 
2012 sales tax bond. The 
bond has $420,000 remain-
ing on the principal with a 
2.5% interest rate. Bros-
sart said that because the 
bond is not callable and 
expires at the end of next 
year, the county would 

still need to pay the inter-
est on the bond. He said 
the county would not be 
paying the bond off, 
but rather giving 
the money for the 
principal as well 
as the interest to 
a trustee to 
make the reg-
ular pay-
ments.

Brossart said 
he is, “having 
these conversa- t i o n s 
with a lot of clients.”

Thursday afternoon, the 
Journal-Tribune contacted 
Schmenk to discuss the 
decision to pay off the 
2012 bond. At the time she 
said that by giving the 
money to the trustee, it 
would create financial 
flexibility for the county. 

She said there was no 
project on the horizon that 

would require addi-
tional ability to bor-
row. When asked for 
more reasoning 
behind the decision, 

Schmenk said 
would look into 

the matter fur-
ther.
Tuesday, the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
met with County 

Treasurer Andrew Smarra 
and County Auditor 
Andrea Weaver.

Schmenk told the pair, 
as well as the other com-
missioners that, “some 
questions have come up 
about whether that was 
the best use of county 
funds.”

She said that in thinking 

more about it, she “wanted 
to more fully understand 
it.” 

Smarra said the decision 
to pay off the larger bond 
early was “a smart move.”

He said giving the 
money to another group to 
pay the 2012 bond is “not 
a good financial move.”

“From a strictly finan-
cial sense, that doesn’t 
make sense,” Smarra said.

He said the move doesn’t 
save the county any 
money, in fact it would 
cost the county. Smarra 
said the money would earn 
almost no interest with the 
trustee. With the money 
sitting in a county bank 
account, the money would 
make about 0.25% inter-
est, generating about 
$12,000 over the remain-

der of the bond’s life.
Weaver said it was not 

her job to advise the coun-
ty on how to handle 
money, but said she agrees 
with what Smarra’s state-
ments and recommenda-
tion.

Schmenk asked if pay-
ing the bond off would 
help the county secure a 
batter rate on future bor-
rowing. Smarra said that 
while the money would be 
moved out of the county 
account, the bond still 
wouldn’t be paid off until 
December 2022 so the 
debt would still count 
against the county debt 
limit.
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Study finds COVID-19 vaccine 
may reduce virus transmission

Fairbanks girls roll past Northeastern 
(See page 4)

Foggy, icy morning greets city
While the fog made visibility difficult overnight, the high humidity combined 

with freezing temperatures to create an icy scene as Marysville residents woke 
this morning. Hoar frost like this on Maple Street, forms on generally windless 
nights when water vapor in the air comes into contact with solid surfaces that are 
already below freezing point allowing ice crystals to form immediately. Marys-
ville, Fairbanks and North Union school districts all delayed classes today 
because of the fog and poor visibility.

(Journal-Tribune photo by Mac Cordell)


