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“It’s hard 
to be  
what you 
can’t see.”

 -Lt. Christine Zimmer, 
about inspiring girls         

in Jerome Township to 
consider firefighting

From
J-T Staff
Reports

Please see JTFD
on page 2

Jerome Township Fire 
Chief Douglas Stewart 
thinks of Lt. Christine Zim-
mer as a trendsetter.

She says she’s simply fol-
lowing the trail blazed by 
those before her.

Zimmer recently became 
the first female officer in the 
history of the Jerome Town-
ship Division of Fire.

Still, she’s quick to 
acknowledge the women 
who have inspired her: 
Molly Williams, who was 
enslaved in New York City 
before becoming the first 
female firefighter in 1815, 
and the women who became 
volunteer firefighters to 
take the place of men called 
to the military during World 
War II.

“It’s amazing to see how 
far we’ve come,” she said. 
“I’m humbled.”

Becoming a firefighter 
was a lifelong goal for Zim-
mer.

“It’s something I’ve 
always wanted to do since I 
was young,” she said.

Zimmer said her cousin, 
who was a firefighter in 
Sandusky, took her on a 
ride-along and invited her to 
spend the night at the station 
while she was in high 
school.

She didn’t see any female 
firefighters there, but it 
didn’t deter her.

“I just fell in love with it,” 
she said. 

Zimmer said she hopes 
she can now fill the void 
that she witnessed as an 
aspiring firefighter. She said 
she wants the girls in Jerome 
Township to see women at 
the Division of Fire and 
know they can serve their 
community, too.

“It’s hard to be what you 
can’t see,” she said. 

Stewart said he is certain 
that Zimmer will be a role 
model for not only the 
young women in the com-
munity, but the firefighters 
she commands. 

“I’ve been in fire service 
for about 40 years,” Stewart 
said. “A lot of people join 
because it will be fun and 
(they) are here for the glory.

Zimmer, though, “has the 
ability to lead outside of her 
title.”

Stewart said he has known 
Zimmer since she was 
working as a paramedic at 
Delaware County EMS, 
while he was a firefighter at 
the City of Delaware.

He said he has always 
been confident in Zimmer’s 
ability and is struck by her 
desire to “go out of the way 
to improve” herself.

That became abundantly 
clear during the interview 
process, Stewart said.

Candidates for the lieu-

tenant position must take a 
written test drawn from 
three manuals before pro-
gressing to an assessment 
that includes mock teaching 
scenarios and interview 
questions. 

Stewart noted that Zim-
mer’s interview took place 
seven days following a 
“major operation.” He said 
she was fighting through 
severe pain and still stood 
out as the best fit for the 
position.

“She beat out a lot of real-
ly good candidates,” Stew-
art said. “She earned her 
position, 100%.”

The Chief said Zimmer is 
a leader who will help shape 
the future of Jerome Town-
ship. He said she invests 
meaningfully in her crews 
and the township as a whole. 

Stewart added that Zim-
mer is in “a pivotal posi-
tion” because she is learning 

By The Associated Press
More than a dozen states 

quickly embraced new fed-
eral guidelines that say fully 
vaccinated Americans no 
longer need to wear masks 
indoors or out in most cases. 
But other states and cities 
and some major businesses 
hesitated amid doubts about 
whether the approach is 
safe or even workable.

As many business owners 
pointed out, there is no easy 
way to determine who has 
been vaccinated and who 
hasn’t. And the new guide-
lines, issued Thursday by 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
essentially work on the 
honor system, leaving it up 
to people to do the right 
thing.

Labor groups and others 
warned that employees at 
stores, restaurants, bars and 
other businesses could be 
left exposed to the corona-
virus from customers and 
could be forced into the 
unwanted role of “vaccina-
tion police.”

But in Malvern, Pennsyl-
vania, owner Sean Wein-
berg took down the mask 
signs Friday at Restaurant 
Alba, which he runs with 
his wife. He also emailed 
his employees to let them 
know they can forgo masks 
at work if they are fully 
vaccinated.

“It’s just a headache we 
don’t want to have to fight 
any more,” Weinberg said.

Several major chains, 
including CVS, Home 
Depot, Macy’s and super-
market giant Kroger Co., 
said they are still requiring 
masks in stores for the time 
being, though some said 
they are reviewing their 
policies.

But Walmart, the world’s 
largest retailer, said late Fri-
day that it won’t require 
vaccinated shoppers or 

workers to wear a mask in 
its U.S. stores, unless state 
or local laws say otherwise.

Vaccinated shoppers can 
go maskless immediately, 
the company said. Vaccinat-
ed workers can stop wear-
ing them on May 18. As an 
incentive, Walmart said it is 
offering workers $75 if they 
prove they’ve been vacci-
nated.

Half the states had mask 
requirements in place for 
most indoor spaces when 
the CDC issued its recom-
mendations amid tumbling 
cases and rising vaccination 
rates. 

Nearly 47% of the U.S. 
population has received at 
least one dose of COVID-
19 vaccine, and cases have 
dropped to their lowest 
level since September, at an 
average of about 35,000 a 
day. CDC Director Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky noted in 
making the announcement 
that the vaccine has proved 
powerfully effective in pre-
venting serious COVID-19 
illness.

Michigan, Nevada, Ore-
gon, Ohio, Virginia, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Pennsyl-
vania, Minnesota, Ken-
tucky, Washington, Maine, 
Vermont, Connecticut, 
North Carolina, Kansas, 
Colorado and Rhode Island 
announced plans to fall in 
line with the CDC guidance 
either immediately or in the 
coming weeks. Some cities, 
including New Orleans and 
Anchorage, did the same. 

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
said the new approach 
makes clear that vaccines 
are the fastest way to get 
back to doing the things 
“we all love.” Kentucky 
Gov. Andy Beshear called 
the guidance a 
“game-changer.” And 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
said the change is “a heck of 
a benefit.” 

Other states, such as Cali-
fornia, Wisconsin, New Jer-
sey, Hawaii and Massachu-
setts, and cities like Minne-
apolis and St. Paul kept 
mask rules in place for the 
time being.

“We’re frankly not there 
yet,” New Jersey Gov. Phil 
Murphy said. And Hawaii 
Gov. David Ige said: “We 
are unable to determine 
who is vaccinated and who 
is not vaccinated. The best 
mitigation measure is for 
everyone to wear a mask.”

Industry leaders warned 
of the potential for confu-
sion and hard feelings 
among customers because 
of the varying rules from 
place to place. Even in 
states that have dropped 
mask mandates, stores and 
other businesses can still 
require face coverings if 
they want.

Confusion over the guid-
ance extended to the White 
House, where press secre-
tary Jen Psaki said: “I think 
we’re still figuring out how 
to implement it.”

The CDC and the Biden 
administration had faced 
pressure to ease restrictions 
on fully vaccinated people 
in part to highlight the ben-
efits of the shots and moti-
vate other people to get 
inoculated.

Restaurant workers in 
places where mask man-
dates remain are finding 
themselves caught in the 
middle, said Jot Condie, the 
president of the California 
Restaurant Association. He 
said his phone has been 
“blowing up” with reports 
of increasingly belligerent 
customers.

“The person who is not 
wearing a mask will say, 
‘My president just told me 
that the CDC just issued 
guidance and I’ve been vac-
cinated and I’m not going to 
wear a mask,’” he said.

A pair of local journal-
ists have been recognized 
for their work, one taking 
home the state’s most 
prestigious individual 
award.

This week, the Ohio 
Associated Press Media 
Editors named Jour-
nal-Tribune reporter Mac 
Cordell as the best news 
writer in Ohio. Cordell 
also took a second place 
award in the public ser-
vice writing category.

Managing Editor Chad 
Williamson was also hon-
ored in the full-page 
design category.

“The best news writer 
award is the top honor 
given to an individual in 
the contest,” Williamson 
said. “It recognizes the 
writer’s skill with any 
topic - everything from 
breaking news entries to 
feature stories.”

The managing editor 
explained that in some 
other categories a writer 
can rely on a sensational 
topic to engage the judges. 
But to win a body-of-work 
award, the writer’s abili-
ties must be eye catching.

Williamson said Cord-
ell’s honor shows he has 
mastered his craft.

“He will cover anything 
and everything I assign 
him,” Williamson said. 
“And this award shows 
that he will cover it well.”

The Journal-Tribune 

c o m p e t e s 
a g a i n s t 
newspapers 
of a similar 
size from 
across the 
state in Divi-
sion I of the 
contest.

More than 50 newspa-
pers from around the state 
submitted a total of 1,418 
entries in the contest 
which judged work pub-
lished in 2020.

The awards in order of 
finish were announced 
online after a brief cere-
mony, held virtually due 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The Ohio APME is an 
association of the state’s 
top newspaper, television 
and radio news outlets.

Cordell was named best 
news writer for his body 
of work in 2020. Cordell 
covers schools, courts, 
sports, city government, 
Honda, county govern-
ment and, as he is fond of 
saying, “whatever else 
comes up” for the Jour-
nal-Tribune.

“I really love my job and 
enjoy being able to cover 
Union County and the City 
of Marysville,” Cordell 
said after the awards. 
“2020 was a very difficult 
year for so many and I 
cannot remember a year 
more challenging for jour-
nalists, so to win this 
award for 2020 is hum-
bling.”

This is the second con-
secutive year the Jour-
nal-Tribune has been hon-
ored for public service 
reporting. This year’s sub-
mission detailed the failed 
effort to bring home the 
remains of local hero 
Blackie Porter.

Judges called Cordell’s 
series on the Blackie Por-
ter recovery a “good fol-
low-up on a project which 

c o m m u n i t y 
members ral-
lied behind, 
but which 
didn’t tran-
spire as 
expected.”

Last year, 
the Journal-Tribune won 
the Public Service award 
for the paper’s continued 
coverage of the suicide 
crisis in the community.

Williamson said Cord-
ell’s honors reinforce the 
value of strong communi-
ty journalism. He said 
many communities have 
seen their newspapers fade 
away, leaving bloggers or 
gossip on social media to 
shape public conversation.

“You can’t find these 
kinds of stories on Face-
book or in blogs,” Wil-
liamson said. “They 
require too much time and 
effort.

“I hope our readers 
appreciate the depth of 
content Mac provides,” he 
said.

Williamson’s third-place 
entry in the best full-page 
design contest recognized 
his layout of an April 
package titled “Dream of 
Fields” about the struggles 
of a local athlete during 
his senior football and 
baseball seasons.

“Chad Williamson pro-
duces a layout that tells 
the story as much as the 
words within,” judges 
wrote. “The banner head-
line pairs perfectly with 
the art it’s wrapped 
around. The colors of the 
various elements connect 
them all into a cohesive, 
illustrative package that 
intrigues readers and 
makes them want to know 
more.” 

Lt. Christine Zimmer recently became the first female officer in the history of 
the Jerome Township Division of Fire. She said she hopes she is an example to 
young women that they can pursue their dream careers, even if they are in 
male-dominated fields.
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