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lgartrell@dailystandard.com

ELINA — Robert 
Edward Bailey, 21, 
was waiting for his 
brother to join him 

on the USS Oklahoma in 
Hawaii during the early 
hours of a day that now lives 
in infamy.
 Bailey had switched plac-
es with another Navy officer 
on the battleship so he could 
be on board when his older 
brother Willis arrived.
 Not long after, torpedoes 
bludgeoned the battleship 
and the USS Oklahoma cap-
sized, taking Bailey and 428 
others along with it.
 Now, more than 80 years 
after his death, Bailey is 
coming home to Celina be 

laid to rest during a Memo-
rial Day procession in his 
honor.

The USS Oklahoma Project
 It wasn’t until January 
of this year that Bailey’s 
remains were identified by 
DNA testing. Until Jan. 19, 
2021, Bailey had been listed 
as missing from World
War II.
 Remains such as Bailey’s 
that could not be identified 
from the USS Oklahoma 
were buried at the National 

Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific in Honolulu, Hawaii.
 In 2015, the Department 
of Defense and the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency received authoriza-
tion to exhume unidentified 
remains associated with the 
USS Oklahoma and re-exam-
ine them using advances in 
forensic technology.
 The DNA testing was 
conducted by the DPAA, 
an agency within the U.S. 
Department of 
Defense. The 
agency’s mission 
is to recover U.S. 

military personnel who are 
listed as prisoners of war or 
missing in action from desig-
nated past conflicts from 
countries around the world, 
according to the DPAA.
 From June through 
November 2015, DPAA 
personnel in cooperation 
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Pilot in 
critical
condition
Crop duster crashed 
south of Grand Lake

By LESLIE GARTRELL
lgartrell@dailystandard.com

 CELINA — A Defiance man 
is in critical condition after 
the crop duster he was piloting 
crashed on Thursday.
 Mark J. Gaerte, 43, was pilot-
ing his crop duster when it 
crashed near Guadalupe and 
Cassella-Montezuma Roads 
south of Grand Lake just before 
8 a.m. Thursday morning.
 An official from Miami Val-
ley Hospital in Dayton said 
Gaerte was admitted to the hos-
pital on Thursday and was in 
critical condition as of Friday 
afternoon.
 According to information 
provided by the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol, Gaerte had left 
from Lakefield Airport near 
Montezuma in a Grumman 
G-164B bi wing aircraft. Shortly 
after takeoff, the plane failed 
to gain altitude and went down 
in a marsh southeast of the run-
way. The plane overturned and 
came to a rest upside down, 
partially in Beaver Creek.
 Gaerte was taken from the 
scene by a Mercer County 
squad to Mercer County Com-
munity Hospital in Coldwater. 
He was later transported by 
Lutheran Care Flight to Miami 
Valley Hospital.
 Lakefield Airport manager 

By WILLIAM KINCAID
wkincaid@dailystandard.com

 FORT RECOVERY — With 
the push of a button, Lester 
Huelskamp, the oldest living 
veteran among the village’s 
veteran organizations, set 
the Fort Recovery Monument 
aglow with brilliant light on 
Friday evening.
 The Fort Recovery Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 6515 
and American Legion Post 345 
partnered with the Fort Recov-
ery Historical Society and the 
Fort Recovery State Memorial 
to host a unique joint Memorial 
Day observance and ceremo-
nial lighting of the monument.
 Due to rain, the tradition-

al ceremonies carried out by 
American Legion and VFW 
members were moved inside 
Fort Recovery High School.
 Afterward, the veterans 
groups led a throng of people 
across the street to Monument 
Park. Roughly 1,000 white 

crosses representing soldiers 
killed in the 1791 and 1794 bat-
tles that cleared the way for 
the westward expansion of a 
fledgling country, surround-
ed the 101-foot-tall obelisk 
at Monument Park, inspiring 
moments of reflection and 
appreciation for all veterans 
who have served their country 
in times of need.  
 Huelskamp, 98, ushered in 
the first lighting of the mon-
ument, an event 10 years in 
the making. A series of lamps 
surrounding the monument 
illuminated the impressive 
structure. After the switch was 
turned on, the Fort Recovery 

Fort Recovery monument illuminated

A HERO COMES HOME

Robert Bailey
Petty Officer 3rd Class

July 14, 1920—Dec. 7, 1941

USS OKLAHOMA

Procession will pass through Celina and Coldwater
Associated Press

The monument at Fort Recovery Monument Park was lit for 
the first time Friday night. 

Dan Melograna/The Daily Standard

 WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Joe Biden on Friday 
unveiled a $6 trillion budget 
for next year that’s piled high 
with new safety net programs 
for the poor and middle class, 
but his generosity depends on 
taxing corporations and the 
wealthy to keep the nation’s 
spiking debt from spiraling 
totally out of control. 
 Biden inherited record 
pandemic-stoked spending 
and won a major victory on 
COVID-19 relief earlier this 
year. Friday’s rollout adds 
his recently announced infra-
structure and social spend-
ing initiatives and fleshes out 
his earlier plans to sharply 
increase spending for annual 
Cabinet budgets. 
 This year’s projected deficit 
would set a new record of $3.7 
trillion that would drop to $1.8 
trillion next year — still almost 
double pre-pandemic levels. 
The national debt will soon 

Biden
unveils
$6T budget

See HERO, back page

See PILOT, back page

See BUDGET, back page

Lester Huelskamp, 
98, the oldest living

veteran among
the village’s veteran

organizations, lit
the monument.

See FORT, back page
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with cemetery officials 
exhumed all remaining 
caskets associated with 
the USS Oklahoma at 
the National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific 
and transferred them to 
DPAA laboratories.
 Laboratory analysis 
and the totality of the 
circumstantial evi-
dence available estab-
lished one set of these 
remains as those of 
Bailey.

Shipfitter
Third Class Bailey

 Born July 14, 1920, on 
a farm off of Younger 
Road, Robert “Bob” 
Edward Bailey was the 
youngest of 10 siblings, 
niece Marilyn Giere of 
Celina said.
 Bailey was fresh out 
of high school when he 
joined the Navy. Wil-
lis and another older 
brother, Grover, both 
were in the Navy, Giere 
said, and Bailey enlist-
ed because he wanted 
to serve alongside 
them. He was only 19.
 With two sons 
already enlisted, 
Bailey’s father refused 
to sign the necessary 
paperwork allowing 
him to join. His father 
could sense that war 
was coming, Giere said, 
and he didn’t want his 
youngest child any-
where near the action.
 However, against his 
father’s wishes, Bailey 
convinced Grover to 
sign his paperwork, she 
said. He was inducted 
into the U.S. Navy on 
Nov. 21, 1939, in Cincin-
nati, and completed 
his training at the U.S. 
Naval Training Station 
in Great Lake, Illinois.
 After graduating 
from boot camp and 
shipfitter schooling, he 
was transferred to the 
USS Oklahoma. As a 
shipfitter, Bailey was 
responsible for fabri-
cating, assembling and 
erecting all structural 
parts of his ship.
 Willis “Willy” Bailey 
narrowly escaped the 
same fate as his brother 
and watched as Pearl 
Harbor devolved into 
chaos, Giere said. He 
was never the same 
afterward, she said, 
burdened with the 
guilt of surviving and 
the knowledge that his 
brother was on the ship 
just to be with him.
 Giere said the family 
had gathered around 
the radio when the 
attack came, listen-
ing intently for some 
kind of news regarding 
Bailey, the baby of the 
family.
 Nellie Bailey Wood-
ruff of Geneva, Ind., 
Bailey’s last surviving 
sibling among four sis-
ters and six brothers, in 
a Dec. 1989 article from 
the Daily Standard said 
their father knew his 

youngest wasn’t coming 
home.
 “When we received 
news that the Oklahoma 
had capsized, my sister 
Hazel (Houser) fainted,” 
she said in the article. 
“My father felt that Bob 
was gone, but we didn’t 
know for sure until the 
letter from the Navy 
came.”

The aftermath
 From December 
1941 to June 1944, Navy 
personnel recovered 
the remains of the USS 
Oklahoma crew, which 
were subsequently 
interred in the Halawa 
and Nu’uanu Cemeter-
ies in Honolulu, accord-
ing to the DPAA.
 In September 1947, 
tasked with recovering 
and identifying fallen 
U.S. personnel in the 
Pacific Theater, mem-
bers of the American 
Graves Registration 
Service disinterred the 
remains of U.S. casual-
ties from the two cem-
eteries and transferred 
them to the Central 
Identification Labora-
tory at Schofield Bar-
racks, the DPAA says.
 Laboratory staff 
were only able to con-
firm the identifications 
of 35 men from the 
USS Oklahoma at that 
time. The AGRS sub-
sequently buried the 
unidentified remains in 
46 plots at the National 
Memorial Cemetery 
of the Pacific, known 
as the Punchbowl, in 
Honolulu.
 In October 1949, the 
AGRS ruled Bailey, 
along with those who 
could not be identified, 
as unrecoverable.
 Bailey was awarded 
the Purple Heart after 
his death, which his 
father accepted on his 
behalf, Giere said. His 
family was sent a letter 
from President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt in 
honor of Bailey, which 
reported him as “miss-
ing following action in 
the performance of his 
duty in the service of 
his country.”
 Bailey was the first 
Mercer County resident 
to die in World War II, 
according to Charlie 
Koesters, senior vice 
commander of the 
Coldwater Veterans of 
Foreign War Post 5135. 
The VFW later was co-
named after Bailey and 
First Lieutenant Luke 
Schockman, also from 
Coldwater, who also 
was killed in action 
during World War II.

“It’s touching that he’s 
truly coming home.”

 Giere said she and 
the other nieces and 
nephews of Bailey all 
grew up hearing about 
him and that day. She 
and her cousins usually 
get together three or 
four times a year, and 
Bailey’s name and story 
always seems to come 
up somehow.

 The family learned 
of the possibility of 
identifying his remains 
about two years ago. 
They met with Navy 
personnel in Detroit 
and were told that they 
could try to match their 
DNA with Bailey’s to 
identify his remains.
 Giere said it sounded 
promising and four of 
the cousins provided 
their DNA, but they 
never heard back until 
recently.
 “We’re sad but 
ecstatically happy 
because our parents 
lived to the see the day 
he’d come home, and 
now it’s here,” she said, 
trying to hold back 
tears. “It’s bittersweet, 
and we know they’re 
all looking down and 
would be proud we’re 
pulling this together. 
It’s touching that he’s 
truly coming home.”
 Bailey will be laid 
to rest alongside his 
brother Willis and 
across from his parents, 
George and Laura Bai-
ley, in Swamp College 
Cemetery near Celina 
on Memorial Day.

Procession information
 The public is invited 
to honor Bailey during 
a funeral procession at 
12:30 p.m. Memorial Day. 
Individuals are encour-
aged to show up any-
where along the funeral 
procession route to pay 
their respects.
 The procession will 
begin at Cisco Funeral 
Home, 6921 State Route 
703, Celina. From Cisco 
Funeral Home, the pro-
cession will travel West 
on State Route 703/Mar-
ket Street in Celina.
 At Main Street/U.S. 
Route 127, the proces-
sion will turn left on 
Main Street to Younger 
Road approximately 3.6 
miles and turn right on 
Younger Road. Younger 
Road is where Bailey 
was raised.
 The procession will 
travel west on Younger 
Road approximately 
1.9 miles then turn left 
onto Fleetfoot Road. At 
State Route 219 the pro-
cession will turn right 
and enter the city limits 
of Coldwater on Main 
Street.
 The procession will 
turn left on State Route 
118/Second Street and 
continue south to Cold-
water VFW Post 5135, 
3720 State Route 118.
 Visitation is sched-
uled at the VFW 
from 1-2 p.m. with the 
funeral service follow-
ing. After the memorial 
service, burial will fol-
low at Swamp College 
Cemetery, 6496 Karch 
Road, Celina, with full 
military rites by the 
United States Navy.
 Giere said the family 
would love to see as 
many people as pos-
sible show up to honor 
their fallen family 
member and witness 
the historic event.
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 Today will be partly 
cloudy with a high tem-
perature of 62 degrees, 
local weatherman Den-
nis Howick said. Tonight 
will be clear with a low of 
41. Sunday will be mostly 
sunny with a high of 68.

HOWICK’S REPORT
Friday’s low ...................48 
Friday’s high .................55

Friday at 5:30 p.m. .......48

 Extended forecast: 
Monday and Tuesday, 
partly cloudy, 45-71 
and 50-75 respectively; 
Wednesday and Thurs-
day, mostly cloudy with 
showers, 55-75 and 58-78 
respectively; Friday, 
partly cloudy with scat-
tered showers, 58-78.

Nice weekend forecast

(From front page)

Hero
Steve Shinabery, who 
assisted at the scene on 
Thursday, said Gaerte 
managed to crawl out of 
the wreckage after the 
plane had landed on 
its top. Shinabery said 
Gaerte suffered what 
appeared to be chemical 
and fuel burns.
 Shinabery said rep-
resentatives from the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board would be 
investigating the cause of 
the crash. The Federal 
Aviation Administration 
had also been notified, 
according to the OSHP.
 The FAA could not be 
reached for comment on 
Friday.

(From front page)

Pilot

breach $30 trillion after 
more than $5 trillion in 
already approved COV-
ID-19 relief. As a result, 
the government must 
borrow roughly 50 cents 
of every dollar it spends 
this year and next. 
 With the deficit largely 
unchecked, Biden would 
use proposed tax hikes 
on businesses and high-
earning people to power 
huge new social pro-
grams like universal pre-
kindergarten, large sub-
sidies for child care and 
guaranteed paid leave.
 “The best way to grow 
our economy is not from 
the top down, but from 
the bottom up and the 
middle out,” Biden said 
in his budget message. 
“Our prosperity comes 
from the people who get 
up every day, work hard, 
raise their family, pay 
their taxes, serve their 
Nation, and volunteer in 
their communities.”
 The budget incorpo-
rates the administra-
tion’s eight-year, $2.3 
trillion infrastructure 
proposal and its $1.8 tril-
lion American Families 
Plan and adds details on 
his $1.5 trillion request 
for annual operating 
expenditures for the 
Pentagon and domestic 
agencies.
 Acting White House 
budget chief Shalanda 
Young said the Biden 
plan “does exactly what 
the president told the 
country he would do. 
Grow the economy, cre-
ate jobs and do so respon-
sibly by requiring the 
wealthiest Americans 

and big corporations to 
pay their fair share.”
 Biden’s budget is sure 
to give Republicans 
fresh ammunition for 
their criticisms of the 
new Democratic admin-
istration as bent on a 
“tax and spend” agenda 
that would damage the 
economy and impose a 
crushing debt burden 
on younger Americans. 
Republicans also say he’s 
shorting the military.
 “It is insanely expen-
sive. It dramatically 
increases nondefense 
spending and taxes” and 
would weaken the Penta-
gon, said South Carolina 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
top Republican on the 
Budget Committee and a 
generally pragmatic GOP 
voice on spending bills. 
“There will be serious 
discussions about gov-
ernment funding. But the 
Biden budget isn’t seri-
ous and it won’t be a part 
of those discussions.”
 Veteran GOP Sen. 
Richard Shelby, whose 
help is needed to pass 
annual agency budget 
bills, blasted Biden’s 
plan as “a blueprint for 
the higher taxes, exces-
sive spending” that 
also “shortchanges our 
national security.”
 Biden is a veteran of 
a long-gone Washington 
that fought bitterly in 
the 1980s and 1990s to 
wrestle the deficit under 
control. But there hasn’t 
been any real effort 
to stem the flow of red 
ink since a tea party-
driven moment in 2011 
that produced unpopu-
lar automatic spending 
cuts that were largely 
reversed over the ensu-
ing decade.

(From front page)

Budget

High School band, under 
the direction of Reid 
Knuth, kicked in with 
the National Anthem 
and the Rev. Ned Brown 
offered the Benediction. 
This was followed with 
a 21-gun salute and the 
playing of taps.
 Museum patrons had 
committed to installing 
lighting to illuminate 
the monument, the cor-
nerstone of the village 
historic legacy. A fund-
raising campaign got 
underway with a gener-
ous donation from the 
John and Mary Ann 
Wendel Family. Museum 
patrons, various organi-
zations and other indi-
viduals also contributed 
to the project, according 
to museum director Nan-
cy Knapke.
  Garmann/Miller drew 
up engineering, electri-
cal and equipment plans 
for the lighting project 
that were approved by 
Ohio History Connec-
tion, which owns the 
monument, Knapke had 
told the newspaper.
 “Garmann/Miller 
agreed to do this with-
out charging us for it, 
and we were really 
proud of the fact that 
Ryan Heitkamp and 
Chad Schroer, both 

local boys who work for 
this company, were able 
to do the majority of the 
work for us,” she said. 
 The towering monu-
ment honors the men, 
women and children who 
died in the Battle of the 
Wabash, also known as 
St. Clair’s Defeat in 1791, 
and in the Battle of Fort 
Recovery in 1794.
 Composed of North 
Carolina gray gran-
ite, the monument was 
authorized by Presi-
dent William Howard 
Taft and constructed by 
the Van Amringe Gran-
ite company of Boston, 
Massachusetts, in late 
1912 before being offi-
cially dedicated in 1913. 
It was modeled after the 
Washington Monument. 
 U.S. Gen. Arthur St. 
Clair’s historical cam-
paign of 1791 in north-
west Ohio to take control 
of the area between the 
Ohio River and the Great 
Lakes was a failure and 
one the nation’s worst 
military fiascoes.
 The tide turned for 
Americans in 1794 with 
the Battle of Fort Recov-
ery, when the U.S. Army 
defeated the largest 
Native American force 
ever assembled. In addi-
tion to being one of the 
few times Native Ameri-
cans attacked a fort, the 
battle led to the Treaty 
of Greenville in 1795.

(From front page)

Fort

The monument at Fort Recovery Monument Park 
was lit Friday night by Lester Huelskamp, 98, the 
oldest living veteran among the village’s veteran 
organizations.
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