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	 CELINA	—	Bryson	Pool	may	
not	open	this	year	unless	more	
lifeguards	step	forward,	Celina	
Mayor	Jeff	Hazel	said	Tuesday	
morning	at	the	Mercer	County	
Community	 Improvement	Cor-
poration	meeting.	
	 Various	 municipality	 and	
county	 government	 represen-
tatives	shared	broadly	similar	
concerns	about	a	lack	of	avail-
able	workforce	as	well	as	hous-
ing	inventory	that	is	hindering	
growth.
	 “We	 may	 not	 get	 the	 pool	
open.	They’re	out	getting	other	
things,”	Hazel	said	about	pro-
spective	 teenage	 employees.	

“I’m	not	sure	the	money’s	just	
the	main	issue.”
	 Hazel	said	the	pool	needs	22	
lifeguards	to	open.	So	far	only	
five	positions	have	been	filled,	
he	said.
	 Some	local	businesses	have	
beefed	up	wages,	Hazel	point-
ed	out.
	 “The	wages	are	moving	up.	
It’s	 become	 a	 real	 employee	
market	right	now.	Walmart	and	
Wendy’s,	 they’re	 now	 starting	
people	 off	 at	 $12	 an	 hour,	 in	
high	school,”	Hazel	said.	“That	
is	 draining	 the	 pool	 really	
quick.”
	 Applicants	must	be	15	years	
old	and	need	to	become	certi-
fied	to	 lifeguard.	Applications	
must	 be	 mailed	 or	 dropped	

off	 at	 the	 city	 administration	
building	by	4	p.m.	May	3.
	 In	 other	 action,	 CIC	 mem-
bers	 approved	 an	 agreement	
to	 act	 as	 a	 land-transferring	
agent	for	the	village	of	Chicka-
saw,	 one	 of	 a	 few	 municipal-
ities	 in	 the	 county	 that	 had	
not	 yet	 formally	 joined	 the	
organization.
	 “They	 have	 a	 property	 that	
they	 are	 looking	 to	 transfer	
here	probably	 in	 two	or	 three	
months	 so	 we’ll	 be	 back	 for	
that	specific	project	when	they	
look	to	transfer	it,”	county	com-
munity	 development	 director	
Jared	Ebbing	said.
	 Political	 subdivisions	 can	

Bryson Pool looking for lifeguards

Area man 
appeals 
case about 
nude pics

By SYDNEY ALBERT
salbert@dailystandard.com

	 LIMA	—	A	former	Montezu-
ma	man	who	was	sentenced	to	
40	 years	 in	 prison	 for	 photo-
graphing	local	girls	in	various	
states	of	undress	is	attempting	
once	 more	 to	 appeal	 his	 case	
in	 the	 Third	 District	 Court	 of	
Appeals	in	Lima.

	 Timothy	 Scott	
Workman,	 51,	
was	 first	 convict-
ed	 of	 39	 counts	
of	illegal	use	of	a	
minor	 in	 nudity-
oriented	 mate-
rial,	39	counts	of	
possessing	 the	
images	 and	 one	
count	 of	 tamper-

ing	 with	 evidence	 in	 October	
2014.	 He	 was	 sentenced	 to	 40	
years	 in	 prison	 in	 Auglaize	
County	 and	 registered	 as	 a	
Tier	II	sex	offender	for	taking	
two	minors,	who	were	16	and	17	
at	the	time	of	the	offenses,	to	a	
motel	 room	and	 taking	photo-
graphs	of	a	sexual	nature.
	 Wapakoneta-based	attorney	
Thomas	 J.	 Lucente	 Jr.	 repre-
sented	 Workman	 Tuesday	
during	 his	 appellate	 hear-
ing,	 which	 was	 conducted	 via	
Zoom.
	 According	 to	 Lucente,	 a	
chance	 meeting	 between	
Workman	 and	 another	 prison	
inmate	 who	 once	 worked	 for	
Workman	 had	 sparked	 a	 dis-
cussion	 on	 evidence	 and	 cir-
cumstances	Workman	believed	
could	 have	 changed	 the	 out-
come	of	Workman’s	2014	trial.
	 Wapakoneta	 Police	 Detec-
tive	 Patrick	 Green	 had	 told	
jurors	 during	 the	 trial	 that	 it	
had	taken	several	searches	of	a	
vehicle	to	find	all	the	evidence	
used	 against	 Workman	 in	 the	
case.	During	an	 initial	search	
of	the	vehicle,	a	cell	phone	was	
found	 which	 yielded	 porno-
graphic	videos,	including	some	
that	reportedly	were	of	at	least	
one	of	the	victims.
	 During	 the	 execution	 of	 a	
second	search	warrant	on	 the	
vehicle,	investigators	reported	
finding	 a	 pressure	 switch	 box	
containing	 memory	 cards,	 an	
adapter,	a	Samsung	cellphone,	
an	 iPhone	 and	 a	 box	 of	 con-
doms.	 A	 SanDisk	 card	 later	
was	 found	 hidden	 inside	 the	
adapter	after	it	had	been	sent	
to	a	forensic	crime	lab	in	Lima,	
according	to	Green.
	 Lucente	 argued	 Tuesday	
that	the	ownership	of	the	vehi-
cle	that	had	been	searched	as	
well	as	the	SD	card	was	never	
demonstrated	 in	 court.	 The	
vehicle,	 a	 Chevy	 utility	 truck,	
was	not	used	by	Workman,	and	
the	 only	 connection	 to	 Work-
man	was	that	his	company	had	
owned	it.
	 Workman	 had	 been	 oper-
ating	 a	 plumbing	 business	 at	

By SYDNEY ALBERT
salbert@dailystandard.com

	 ST.	 MARYS	 —	 St.	 Marys	
council	 members	 on	 Monday	
passed	an	ordinance	to	create	
a	new	fund	for	asset	forfeiture.
	 The	 fund	 would	 take	
account	 of	 assets	 seized	 as	
part	of	law	enforcement	inves-
tigations,	 with	 any	 proceeds	
then	being	reinvested	into	law	

enforcement	efforts.	The	ordi-
nance	was	passed	as	an	emer-
gency	under	rule	suspension.
	 The	 St.	 Marys	 Police	
Department	is	part	of	numer-
ous	 task	 forces,	 including	 the	
local	 anti-drug	 Grand	 Lake	
Task	 Force.	 Recently,	 the	
department	joined	the	North-
west	 Ohio	 Safe	 Streets	 Task	
Force,	 a	 program	 led	 by	 the	
Federal	 Bureau	 of	 Investiga-

tion	 and	 intended	 to	 combat	
violent	 crime,	 drug	 conspira-
cies	and	gang	activity,	accord-
ing	 to	 St.	 Marys	 Police	 Chief	
Jacob	Sutton.
	 The	task	force	has	members	
from	seven	different	counties	
in	the	area,	said	Sutton.
	 The	new	fund	had	to	be	cre-
ated	 as	 part	 of	 the	 program	
so	 any	 assets	 seized	 during	
an	 investigation	 could	 go	 to	

the	appropriate	agency.	Cash,	
or	 anything	 purchased	 with	
proceeds	from	an	illegal	activ-
ity,	 can	 be	 seized	 as	 part	 of	
asset	 forfeiture,	 according	 to	
Sutton.	 Any	 funds	 collected	
from	an	investigation	can	only	
be	 used	 to	 supplement	 law	
enforcement,	Sutton	said.
	 The	 St.	 Marys	 area	 has	

St . Marys to create asset forfeiture fund

A youngster shoots out of a slide at Bryson Pool in Celina in 
this 2016 file photo. 

The Daily Standard file photo

Noisy, ugly 
insects make 
their return
Brood X cicadas 
appear every 17 years

By LESLIE GARTRELL
lgartrell@dailystandard.com

hat’s	that	sound?	Is	it	a	bird?	
Is	it	a	plane?	
		No,	it’s	Brood	X!
		The	Brood	X	Cicadas,	

a	type	of	cicada	that	only	emerges	
every	17	years,	are	estimated	to	
make	their	noisy	return	around	the	
first	week	of	May.
	 Ohio	Department	of	Agriculture	
plant	health	expert	Audra	Sabo	
said	the	big,	bumbling	bugs	are	
actually	periodical	cicadas.	The	
term	“brood”	is	applied	to	the	
massive	synchronous	appearances	
of	periodical	cicadas,	and	Roman	
numerals	are	used	to	define	both	
the	year	and	the	geographical	
distribution	of	each	emergence,	
according	to	an	article	by	Ohio	
State	University	Extension	educa-
tor	Joe	Boggs.
	 Sabo	said	Brood	X	is	the	tenth	
periodical	cicada	cohort	entomolo-
gists	have	studied	over	the	years,	
which	is	where	the	brood	gets	its	
name.	ODA	officials	expect	to	see	
the	largest	concentrations	of	Brood	
X	in	Defiance,	Franklin,	Greene,	
Hamilton,	Logan	and	Montgomery	
counties.	However,	Sabo	said	Mer-
cer	and	Auglaize	county	residents	
likely	could	still	see	them	in	May	and	
June.
	 The	brood	is	is	one	of	the	largest	
based	on	geographical	distribution,	
according	to	Boggs.	The	group	will	
rise	from	beneath	deciduous	trees	
in	parts	of	Ohio	and	in	Delaware,	
Georgia,	Illinois,	Indiana,	Kentucky,	
Maryland,	Michigan,	North	Carolina,	
New	Jersey,	New	York,	Pennsylvania,	
Tennessee,	Virginia,	West	Virginia	
and	Washington,	D.C.
	 Brood	X	cicadas	typically	have	
black	bodies,	orange	wing	veins,	red	
eyes	and	six	legs,	according	to	ODA.	
They	are	usually	one	to	two	inches	
long,	with	a	three-inch	wingspan.	

Brood X cicadas are expected to emerge the first week in May.

Ohio State University Extension

Workman

See POOL, page 7

See ST. MARYS, page 7 See NUDE, page 7

See CICADAS, page 7

Mendon council considers 
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according	to	Boggs,	so	
it’s	important	for	future	
predictions	to	better	
define	where	they	may	
or	may	not	be	seen.
	 Researchers	have	
created	an	easy-to-use	
smartphone	mapping	
app	called	Cicada	
Safari.	Observers	can	
photograph	Brood	X	and	

submit	their	pictures	
through	the	free	app	so	
researchers	can	confirm	
the	sightings	and	add	
them	to	the	cicada	map.
	 Sabo	said	people	
also	can	track	the	brood	
by	using	the	hashtag	
#BroodX	and	help	
researchers	record	data.
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	 Today,	 tonight	 and	
Thursday	 will	 be	 most-
ly	 cloudy	 with	 showers,	
local	 weatherman	 Den-
nis	 Howick	 said.	 Today’s	
high	 will	 be	 78	 degrees	
and	 the	 low	 tonight	 will	
be	 55.	 Thursday’s	 high	
will	be	65.

HOWICK’S REPORT
Tuesday’s	low...................55	
Tuesday’s	high.................80
Tuesday	at	8	p.m..............75

	 Extended	 forecast:	
Friday	 and	 Saturday,	
mostly	 sunny,	 43-60	 and	
38-68	 respectively;	 Sun-
day,	 partly	 cloudy,	 50-75;	
Monday,	 partly	 cloudy	
with	scattered	s	showers,	
55-75;	and	Tuesday,	part-
ly	 cloudy	 with	 showers,	
55-72.

Mostly cloudy 
with showers

convey	property	directly	
to	another	entity	via	the	
CIC	 rather	 than	 having	
to	 solicit	 sealed	 bids	 or	
public	 auction.	 It	 allows	
elected	 officials	 to	 stra-
tegically	coordinate	eco-
nomic	 and	 community	
development.
	 Ebbing	said	the	coun-
ty	 will	 present	 to	 CIC	 a	
project	 in	 the	 next	 few	
months	 involving	 a	 lot	
transfer	 in	 the	Franklin	
Industrial	 Park	 located	
next	to	Lakefield	Airport	
near	 the	 intersection	 of	
U.S.	127	and	State	Route	
219.

(From front page)

Poolbeen	involved	in	a	meth	
and	 fentanyl	 epidemic	
the	 likes	 of	 which	 Sut-
ton	said	he’d	never	seen	
during	 his	 career.	 Vio-
lence	 in	 the	 area	 has	
increased,	 with	 much	 of	
it	 drug-related,	 Sutton	
added.
	 “We	 keep	 having	
record	seizures	of	meth-
amphetamines.	 We’re	
dealing	 with	 it	 all	 the	
time,”	he	said.
	 The	 St.	 Marys	 Police	
Department	has	ramped	
up	 its	 efforts,	 but	 still	
decided	 to	 join	 the	FBI-
led	 task	 force	 after	
determining	 the	 task	
force	 lined	 up	 with	 the	
police	 department’s	
goals.	 Sutton	 said	 they	
couldn’t	 watch	 crime	
and	drug	usage	increase	
in	the	community.
	 The	 task	 force	 was	
launched	 in	 February	
and	 continues	 to	 grow,	
Sutton	 said.	 While	 simi-
lar	 task	 forces	 exist	 in	
other	areas	of	 the	coun-
try,	 this	 is	 the	 first	 FBI-
led	 program	 of	 its	 kind	
in	this	area,	he	said.
	 The	 last	 thing	 Sut-
ton	 said	 he	 wanted	 was	
for	 people	 to	 think	 the	
police	 department	 was	
simply	looking	for	a	way	

to	 seize	 funds	 or	 gener-
ate	revenue.	His	number	
one	 priority	 has	 always	
been	to	ensure	that	“bad	
people	 go	 to	 jail,”	 and	
that	people	doing	things	
that	 lead	 to	 societal	
decay	 be	 arrested,	 he	
said.
	 “Seizures	 aren’t	
the	 number	 one	 thing.	
They’re	 not	 even	 the	
number	 two	 thing,”	 Sut-
ton	said.
	 In	other	business	dur-
ing	Monday’s	city	council	
meeting,	city	service	and	
safety	director	Greg	Fox-
hoven	 reported	 crash	
statistics	 and	 violations	
that	 occurred	 on	 West	
Spring	Street	after	coun-
cil	members	brought	the	
area	up	during	a	streets	
and	 sidewalks	 commit-
tee	 meeting.	 Due	 to	
parking	on	both	sides	of	
the	 street	 and	 the	 nar-
row	 width	 of	 the	 street,	
citizens	 had	 reportedly	
shown	 concern	 about	
safety	 in	 the	 area	 and	
traffic	flow.
	 After	collecting	infor-
mation	from	the	St.	Marys	
Police	Department,	Fox-
hoven	 reported	 11	 acci-
dents	 had	 occurred	 in	
the	area	over	five	years;	
one	injury	accident,	and	
10	 non-injury	 accidents.	
Of	 those	 accidents,	 only	
two	 incidents	 of	 side-
swiping	 could	 be	 attrib-
uted	to	the	narrow	width	

of	 the	 street,	 Foxhoven	
said.	 He	 said	 the	 infor-
mation	 should	 be	 taken	
under	advisement.
	 Council	 members	
also,
	 •	scheduled	two	com-
mittee	 meetings	 for	
May	 3.	 The	 parks	 and	
playgrounds	 committee	
will	 meet	 at	 5:15	 p.m.	 to	
discuss	 the	 creation	 of	
a	 pollinator	 habitat	 in	
town.	 The	 streets	 and	
sidewalks	 committee	
will	 meet	 immediately	
after	 at	 5:30	 p.m.	 to	 dis-
cuss	 parking	 on	 South	
Main	Street.
	 •	 passed	 an	 ordi-
nance	 rezoning	 0.764	
acres	 of	 land	 located	 in	
the	Freewalt	Way	subdi-
vision	from	mobile	home	
to	 general	 commercial	
use.
	 •	 witnessed	 Sam	
Rammel	 take	 the	 oath	
of	 office	 as	 a	 captain	
of	 the	 St.	 Marys	 Fire	
Department.
	 •	 learned	 an	 open	
house	 for	 the	 new	 pool	
house	is	May	28.
	 •	 performed	 first	
reading	of	an	emergency	
ordinance	 authorizing	
an	 agreement	 with	 the	
village	 of	 Yorkshire	 for	
the	 collection	 of	 village	
income	 taxes.	 Foxhoven	
said	the	city’s	tax	depart-
ment	 already	 acted	 as	
the	administrative	agent	
for	 11	 local	 villages,	

(From front page)

St . Marys and	 that	 Yorkshire	 had	
requested	 their	 services	
as	well.	Yorkshire	would	
pay	 an	 annual	 fee	 of	
$3,000,	 or	 a	 $750	 invoice	
to	be	paid	every	quarter.	
Foxhoven	 said	 no	 addi-
tional	 staff	 was	 needed	
to	 perform	 the	 service,	
and	 the	 arrangement	
would	 be	 beneficial	 for	
the	city.
	 •	 performed	 second	
reading	 of	 two	 ordi-
nances	allowing	the	issu-
ance	 and	 sale	 of	 bonds	
for	 street	 projects.	 One	
authorized	 the	 issuance	
of	 $8,000	 for	 improve-
ment	and	reconstruction	
of	Cheshire	and	Cumber-
land	 drives.	 The	 other	
ordinance	 authorized	
the	 issuance	 of	 $22,500	
in	bonds	for	costs	associ-
ated	 with	 the	 city’s	 2020	
street	program.

the	time,	with	two	other	
employees	 reportedly	
working	for	him.
	 Lucente	said	a	Dodge	
van	 owned	 and	 com-
monly	used	by	Workman	
at	 the	 time	 was	 never	
searched.
	 Additionally,	 at	 least	
three	 witnesses	 Work-
man	 believed	 could	
have	 had	 an	 impact	 on	
the	trial’s	outcome	were	
not	 interviewed	 by	 his	
then-defense	 attorney	
Ralph	 Bauer,	 nor	 were	
they	called	to	testify	dur-
ing	the	trial.	At	least	two	
of	 the	alleged	witnesses	
had	 been	 employed	 by	

Workman	at	some	point.
	 The	 third	 witness	
Workman	 argued	 could	
have	 made	 a	 difference	
reportedly	 has	 knowl-
edge	 of	 a	 relationship	
between	 the	 victims	
and	 another	 man	 who	
went	by	 the	name	Scott.	
Workman	 said	 the	 vic-
tims	 initially	 	 had	 iden-
tified	 this	 other	 man	 to	
investigators.
	 During	the	trial,	Work-
man’s	 defense	 had	 cast	
doubt	 on	 whether	 the	
photographs	 were	 taken	
by	 Workman	 or	 Scott	
who	owns	a	martial	arts	
gym	in	Bellefontaine.
	 Workman	also	argued	
that	 an	 expert	 witness	
on	 the	photographs	pre-
sented	 in	 court	 could	
have	 been	 called	 on	 his	

behalf,	and	an	argument	
for	 reasonable	 doubt	
that	 Workman	 was	 the	
man	seen	in	some	photos	
could	have	been	made.
	 In	 some	 of	 the	 pic-
tures	 presented	 during	
the	trial,	a	man	could	be	
seen	 in	 the	reflection	of	
a	 mirror.	 The	 camera’s	
flash	obscured	the	man’s	
face,	 but	 the	 arms	 and	
T-shirt	 design	 could	 be	
seen.
	 Workman	 was	 wear-
ing	a	similar	shirt	as	that	
seen	in	the	picture	with	
the	 words	 “Great	 Bam-
bino”	on	the	night	of	his	
Sept.	 30,	 2013,	 arrest,	
prosecutors	 said.	 Work-
man	 testified	 all	 the	
employees	 at	 his	 busi-
ness	 had	 similar	 shirts,	
as	did	other	mixed	mar-

tial	arts	fans.
	 Lucente	 said	 there	
seemed	 to	 be	 a	 lot	 of	
contradictory	 evidence	
in	this	case,	which	would	
warrant	 at	 least	 some	
evidentiary	 hearings	 so	
the	matter	could	be	fur-
ther	explored.
	 The	 oral	 argument	
made	by	Lucente	will	be	
taken	under	advisement	
and	 a	 written	 decision	
is	 forthcoming,	 accord-
ing	 to	 officials	 with	 the	
Third	District	of	Court	of	
Appeals.
	 Workman	 has	 filed	
appeals	 on	 his	 case	
before.	 His	 first	 appeal	
to	 the	court	 in	2015	was	
denied,	and	he	has	made	
an	 effort	 to	 appeal	 the	
decision	 every	 year	
since.

(From front page)

Nude

While	they	may	be	big,	
Sabo	said	the	bugs	are	
harmless	and	will	try	
their	best	to	mind	their	
own	business.
	 However,	cicadas	are	
clumsy	fliers.	If	they	
bump	into	a	human,	it’s	
most	likely	an	accident,	
Sabo	said,	so	brush	
them	aside.
	 The	periodical	
cicadas	get	their	start	
in	trees.	Female	cica-
das	insert	their	eggs	
through	the	bark	and	
into	the	wood	of	small	
branches	and	twigs,	
Sabo	said.	The	resulting	
damage	splits	the	bark	
and	wood	and	eventu-
ally	causes	the	stems	to	
die,	detach	and	drop	to	
the	ground.
	 Once	on	the	ground,	
the	young	cicadas,	
called	nymphs,	migrate	
toward	the	tree	roots	
where	they	use	their	
piercing-sucking	mouth-
parts	to	tap	into	the	
roots	for	the	next	17	
years.
	 Sabo	said	while	it	
may	sound	like	a	bad	
deal	for	the	trees,	the	
relationship	is	mutu-
ally	beneficial.	Feeding	
activity	has	never	been	
shown	to	cause	sig-
nificant	harm	to	overall	
tree	health.
	 The	bugs	grow	
under	ground,	Sabo	
said.	Underground,	the	

nymphs	can	eat	as	much	
as	they	want	without	the	
threat	of	predators	and	
emerge	well-fed,	elimi-
nating	the	need	to	feed	
above	ground.
	 After	the	cicadas	
emerge,	they	shed	their	
nymphal	exoskeleton.	
Once	they	can	fly,	the	
fun	begins.	Sabo	said	
male	cicadas	have	two	
structures	on	their	
abdomens	behind	the	
wings	called	tymbals	
to	produce	their	own	
“music.”
	 The	cicada	uses	
strong	muscles	inside	
their	bodies	to	pull	the	
tymbals	inward	causing	
the	ribs	to	buckle,	which	
makes	a	sharp	snap-
ping	sound,	according	to	
Boggs.	Another	sound	is	
made	when	the	mus-
cles	relax	causing	the	
tymbals	to	snap	back.	
The	cicada	repeats	this	
action	300	to	400	times	
per	second	to	create	a	
vibrato	drone.
	 The	sound	has	been	
measured	at	more	than	
100	decibels,	Sabo	said,	
which	is	equivalent	to	
a	motorcycle,	low-flying	
plane	or	lawn	mower	
starting.	The	sound	of	a	
group	of	cicadas	is	often	
compared	to	the	sound	
of	electricity,	according	
to	ODA.
	 Sabo	said	when	
males	make	the	noise	
together	it’s	called	a	
“choir,”	which	can	be	
heard	up	to	an	hour	and	
a	half	away	from	where	
the	brood	is	located.	Of	

course,	female	cicadas	
love	a	good	song,	so	a	
pair	will	mate	and	start	
the	17-year	process	all	
over	again.
	 Sabo	emphasized	that	
the	cicadas	are	not	tree	
or	plant	killers.	Boggs	
in	his	OSU	Extension	
article	said	the	cica-
das’	focus	on	the	tips	
of	branches	and	twigs	
translates	into	a	form	of	
natural	pruning.
	 “We	know	that	they	
make	up	for	the	small	
amount	of	damage	
caused	to	their	host	
trees	by	stimulating	
fuller	canopies	through	
tip-pruning,”	he	wrote.
	 The	cicadas	also	help	
with	new	root	develop-
ment	by	aerating	the	
soil	when	they	emerge,	
and	their	decaying	
bodies	return	nutrients	
to	the	trees,	Sabo	said.	
They	also	are	eaten	by	a	
wide	variety	of	animals,	
such	as	raccoons,	birds	
and	even	bears.
	 “It’s	really	helpful	to	
our	wildlife,”	Sabo	said.	
“It’s	an	extra	source	of	
food	for	them	and	it’s	
helpful	to	the	soil,	as	
well,	when	these	broods	
emerge.”
	 Brood	X	is	a	big	one	
—	billions	of	them	are	
anticipated	to	scratch	
their	way	to	the	sur-
face.	Sabo	said	cicadas	
appear	in	huge	numbers	
as	a	way	to	overwhelm	
predators	in	a	survival	
strategy	called	“preda-
tor	satiation.”	The	sheer	
number	of	cicadas	over-

whelm	even	the	most	
gluttonous	predators,	
leaving	large	numbers	
to	reproduce	and	ensure	
their	survival.
	 Sabo	said	there	are	
a	few	things	to	keep	in	
mind	once	the	brood	
emerges.	Periodical	
cicadas	won’t	cause	
damage	to	homes,	
gardens,	crops,	animals	
or	mature	trees,	but	
homeowners	may	want	
to	consider	shrouding	a	
new	tree	in	a	mesh	net.
	 However,	Boggs	in	his	
OSU	Extension	article	
noted	cicadas	don’t	
stray	far	from	the	trees	
from	which	they	devel-
oped,	so	homeowners	
may	want	to	delay	net-
ting	until	they	see	the	
cicadas.
	 As	the	cicadas	
emerge,	domestic	pets	
like	dogs	and	cats	may	
want	to	snack	on	the	
bugs,	which	Sabo	said	
are	high	in	protein.	
People	should	keep	
an	eye	on	their	pets	to	
make	sure	they	don’t	
overindulge	and	risk	a	
visit	to	the	vet.	Cicadas	
will	not	sting	or	bite,	
and	they	are	not	poison-
ous	to	animals,	accord-
ing	to	ODA.
	 Sabo	said	while	a	lot	
is	known	about	peri-
odical	cicadas,	the	exact	
geographical	distribu-
tion	of	Brood	X	is	impor-
tant.	Cicada	populations	
are	often	highly	local-
ized	with	large	concen-
trations	commonly	near	
areas	with	no	cicadas,	
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Judge has doubts about 
Arizona vote recount
	 PHOENIX	 (AP)	 —	 A	
judge	 hearing	 a	 chal-
lenge	 to	 voter	 privacy	
policies	 during	 the	
Republican-controlled	
Arizona	Senate’s	recount	
of	 2.1	 million	 2020	 elec-
tion	 ballots	 in	 the	 coun-
ty	 that	 includes	 metro	
Phoenix	 said	 Tuesday	
he	is	not	convinced	voter	
secrecy	is	being	upheld.	
	 The	 comment	 from	
Maricopa	 County	 Supe-
rior	 Court	 Judge	 Dan-
iel	 Martin	 came	 at	 the	
end	of	a	lengthy	hearing	
where	he	also	declined	to	
extend	a	previous	judge’s	
order	that	auditors	hired	
by	 the	 Senate	 comply	
with	 state	 voter	 privacy	
laws	 —	 at	 least	 until	 he	
hears	 more	 at	 a	 hearing	
on	Wednesday.
	 “I	will	 share	with	you	
all,	I	am	not	yet	persuad-
ed	that	there	has	been	a	
showing	 that	 the	 rights	
of	the	voters	in	Maricopa	
County	are	being	protect-
ed,”	 Martin	 said.	 “And	 I	
think	 we	 will	 touch	 on	
this	 tomorrow	 when	 we	
address	 the	 policies	 and	
procedures	 and	 whether	
or	 not	 they	 can	 be	 with-
held	from	public	view.”	
	 The	 Arizona	 Demo-
cratic	Party	and	the	lone	
Democrat	 on	 the	 GOP-
controlled	 Maricopa	
County	 Board	 of	 Super-
visors	 sued	 the	 state	
Senate	 and	 the	 contrac-
tor	 overseeing	 the	 elec-
tion	audit,	Cyber	Ninjas,	
Thursday.	They	want	the	
recount	of	the	2020	presi-
dential	 election	 won	 by	
President	Joe	Biden	halt-
ed	 unless	 they	 get	 guar-
antees	 that	 voter	 priva-
cy	 and	 ballot	 secrecy	 is	
ensured.
	 A	judge	who	has	since	
stepped	 aside	 from	 the	
contentious	 case	 on	 Fri-
day	 ordered	 the	 recount	
halted	 if	 Democrats	
posted	a	$1	million	bond,	
which	the	party	declined	

to	 do.	 He	 also	 ordered	
the	 Senate	 and	 private	
election	 auditors	 to	 fol-
low	 state	 law	 on	 voter	
and	 ballot	 secrecy	 and	
for	 Cyber	 Ninjas	 to	 pro-
duce	 its	 recount	policies	
and	procedures	in	court.	
	 Cyber	Ninjas	is	a	Flor-
ida	firm	with	no	election	
experience	 run	 by	 Doug	
Logan,	 who	 has	 shared	
unfounded	 conspiracy	
theories	 claiming	 the	
official	2020	presidential	
election	 results	 are	 ille-
gitimate.	 His	 attorney	 is	
seeking	 to	 have	 its	 poli-
cies	 and	 procedures	 for	
protecting	 voter	 privacy	
kept	secret,	arguing	that	
they	are	trade	secrets.
	 Martin	 plans	 to	 take	
testimony	 onthe	 com-
pany’s	 request	 to	 keep	
the	 material	 secret	 at	 a	
hearing	 Wednesday.	 He	
also	said	he	plans	to	con-
sider	 whether	 to	 again	
order	the	recount	halted	
or	 renew	 the	 previous	
judge’s	 orders	 on	 ballot	
secrecy	rules.	
	 He	 started	 Tuesday’s	
hearing	 by	 rejecting	 the	
Senate	 lawyers’	 argu-
ments	 that	 they	 are	 not	
required	 to	 follow	 state	
elections	 law	 outlining	
how	 voters’	 constitution-
al	rights	are	protected.
	 The	 recount	 is	 con-
tinuing	 at	 the	 state	 fair-
grounds.	Dozens	of	work-
ers	 on	 Friday	 began	 a	
hand	 count	 of	 all	 the	
Maricopa	County	ballots,	
with	 little	 transparency	
and	 the	 press	 barred	
from	 the	 site,	 unless	
they	signed	up	as	official	
observers	 and	 agreed	 to	
sit	for	six-hour	shifts.	
	 Roopali	 Desai,	 the	
Democrats’	attorney,	told	
Martin	that	the	audit	has	
been	beset	by	issues.


