
VOL. 2021, NO. 58 | IRONTON, OHIO NAMED OHIO’S BEST DAILY COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2021 | $1.00

DEATHS
• Mary Russell, Ironton
• Justin Jarvis, South Point
• Dorothy Ferguson, Kitts Hill
• Mary Kessick, Proctorville
• Joyce Maynard, Proctorville
• Sherrie Dalton, Chesapeake
• Rodney Smith, Proctorville

• Clarice Bridges, Pedro
• Judy Carey, Coal Grove
• Geraldine Clagg, Chesapeake
• Shane Workman, Chesapeake
• Brandi Scarberry, Columbus
• Tony Thompson, Proctorville
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COAL GROVE — A Flatwoods, 
Kentucky man was arrested Monday 
night, following a two-state police 
chase that went through Ironton, 
ending in Coal Grove.

Ironton police chief Pam 
Wagner said her department got 
a call from Greenup, Kentucky 
police at 10:29 p.m. advising them 
that Adam Ray, 46, was driving a red 
Chevrolet pickup truck and was head-
ing across the Greenup bridge into 
Ohio and onto U.S. 52.

“We were told the suspect had a 
firearm and that he was wanted for 
domestics,” she said.

Wagner said Ray then proceeded 
eastbound on U.S. 52 before doing 

CHESAPEAKE — As Lawrence 
County Municipal Court judge, 
Donald Capper oversees a lot of 
drug-related cases.

Around three years ago, the judge 
and area pastors talked about the sub-
stance abuse issues that plague the 
area and what could be done to get 
the community’s involvement to help 
those in need.

“It’s too big an issue for just law 
enforcement and the judiciary,” 
Capper said.

And that was the beginning of Tri-
State Family Connections. He first 
started holding seminars on it in 2019.

“It’s a faith-based group that is 
really just the community getting 
involved in the substance use 

Began in Greenup, ended 
in Coal Grove

Man jailed 
after two-state 
police chase

Group helps 
addicted 
reconnect with 
community
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— When 
Dale Burcham 
retired from 

Proctorville’s village 
council on July 1, it 
brought to a close 
not just 24 years 
of service to the 
village, but more 
than 60 years in 
public life.

“I’ve enjoyed every 
day,” Burcham, 90, 

said. “But it’s time 
to step back and let 

someone else do it.”
In addition to his time 

on council, for which he 
has served as president, 
Burcham has also served 
as village clerk and mayor 
and was the clerk of courts 
for Lawrence County for 
more than three decades.

“I enjoyed working 
with Dale,” Proctorville 
Mayor Rick Dunfee said.

Dunfee, now in his third 
term, said the two have 

worked together for about 
ten years. Dunfee followed 

Burcham as mayor, after he 
served a short stint in the 

position following the previ-
ous mayor’s death.

“He had his heart in the 
village and had great ideas,” 
Dunfee said. “And he was a his-
torian, as far as the village goes. 
He spoke out when he was right 
and he was good person to work 
with and very reasonable.”

Burcham announced his 
retirement at the council’s June 
meeting and left office on July 1.

The son of Clarence “Honey” 
and Bessie Burcham, he was born 
on Greasy Ridge, the youngest of 
his siblings, with five brothers 
serving in World War II.

Not given a middle name, 
Burcham jokes that, as it was 
the Great Depression, his family 

could not afford one for him.
Upon graduation at 17, he 

entered the U.S. Air Force, serv-
ing in the Korean War era,  and, 
upon his discharge, was elected 
as Proctorville’s village clerk in 
1953.

Burcham says he has lived in 
the same home in Proctorville 
for 67 years, and points out that 
his first wife, Betty, grew up next 
door.

“So all she had to do was walk 
across the yard,” he said.

The two were married for 65 
years and, after being widowed, 
he recently married his second 
wife, Brenda.

“I’ve been blessed with two 
wonderful women,” he said. “I’ve 
had a good life.”

He said, altogether, he has a 
family of 42, counting children, 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children, with all but one living 
within an hour of him.

“And everyone works,” he said. 
“Not many can say that.”

His son, Stephen Dale, serves as 
Lawrence County treasurer and 
will be wrapping up three terms 
in September.

When asked what he will miss 
most about public life, his answer 
comes quick.

“Helping people,” he said. “It’s 
what public officials should do. 
Don’t forget who put you there.”

Burcham says he still hears 
from the many people over the 
years who said he helped them 
with an issue, either at the village 
or county level. So many, in fact, 
that he says he often has to be 
refreshed on the stories.

Burcham’s 24 years in office 
in Proctorville was split by 
his decades serving as clerk of 
courts, elected in 1969 on his 39th 
birthday.

He said when he arrived at the 
courthouse, it was not air condi-
tioned and did not have curtains 
on the windows.

One of his biggest 

Burcham retires from public 
office and Proctorville council

 SEE “BURCHAM,” PAGE 3A

Dale Burcham, 90, retired from Proctorville’s village council at their June meeting. 
With his resignation, Burcham, the former Lawrence County Clerk of Courts, brings to 
a close more than six decades of public service. (The Ironton Tribune | Heath Harrison)

Six decades 
of service
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