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Lawrence County’s Bank Since 1896

www.libbk.com

Liberty Bank

Member 
FDIC

740-532-2856
Ironton

740-886-9491
Proctorville

A true community bank.
Our loan department 
is fully staffed with 
loan officers with 40+ 
years of experience 
waiting to serve you.

• Construction loans

• Be your own contractor!

• 12 month fixed rate 
during construction.

• Wood-fired oven 
• Pizzeria 
• Sandwiches and more
97 State St. • Proctorville, Ohio

Stop by and see our newly remodeled dining room!
Margarita Mondays   $5

Honoring those who passed
In Remembrance

L
awrence County and the Tri-State said 
farewell to many people in 2020 who 
were known for their contributions 
to the region and beyond. They came 

from all walks of life and contributed greatly 
to the tapestry and history of our community. 
Here some of the notable names who passed:

ARTHUR KIMBLE
Arthur Kimble died in Colorado 

on Jan. 23 at age 83. A former 
Lawrence County resident, he 
was the first chief and a found-
er of the Upper Township 
Volunteer Fire Department 
and owner of Art’s Superette, 
Art’s Service Station and Art’s 
Campground.

BILL DUNCAN
Chesapeake council member Bill 

Duncan died on Feb. 15 at age 71. A 56-year 
employee of Schneider-Hall Funeral Home 
and a charter member of the village’s fire 
department, he was heavily involved in 
civic groups in the area, includ-
ing the Rome-Chesapeake-
Proctorville Lions Club.
 
MARY BISHOP

Mary Bishop died 
March 29 at age 98. 
The Ironton resi-
dent, along with 
her husband, 
was a familiar 
business owner 
to many in the 
city, having 
built, and operat-
ed Bishop’s Little 
Giant and Bishop’s 
Barn, located on 
South Fifth Street.

JOHN GALLOWAY
John Galloway died 

April 9 at age 79. A member of 
the Lawrence County Chamber of 
Commerce and the board of directors at Ohio 
University Southern, Galloway and his two 
sons organized Big G, Inc., beginning busi-
ness as Pickett Concrete, operating, multiple 
concrete trucks and over the road material 
haulers.

‘BUNN’ SLOANE
One of the longest-lived Lawrence 

Countians died on April 29. Verna 
“Bunn” Sloane, a retired 

Lawrence County General 
Hospital employee was 

104. A volunteer with 
local charities, she 
made headlines in 2016 
when she was cho-
sen as one of the first 
two passengers to ride 

across the Oakley C. 
Collins Memorial Bridge 

at its opening.

RICHARD MEYERS
Richard Meyers, a former 

three-term Lawrence County 
prosecutor, died at age 79 on 
May 6. An attorney, member 
of several civic organiza-
tions and longtime village 

solicitor for his home 
of Chesapeake, he 

was credited as 
instrumental 
to the found-
ing of the 
village’s com-
munity center 
and recalled 
as a mentor 

by many current 
officeholders through-

out the county.

RICK HEABERLIN 
Rick Heaberlin died on June 18 at age 75. 

The Rock Hill graduate was the owner of 
Jo-Lin Health Care and had retired in 

2017 after 33 years of service.

JERRY DEER
Local music lost a leg-
endary fiddler on June 

22. Jerry Deer, 77, 
of Ironton, played 
for more than six 
decades, forming 
the Deer Brothers 
Band and playing 
on radio, televi-
sion and at many 
events in the Tri-
State. Deer also 

served as a men-
tor to another local 

musician, teach-
ing Jason Carter, of 

Greenup, who plays 
fiddle in the Del McCoury 

Band. 

GLORIA HOPPER
A familiar face to Ironton shop-

pers passed on July 29. Gloria 
Hopper, 66, worked for near-
ly three decades at Merle 
Norman Cosmetics. The 
Rock Hill graduate had 
recently followed the 
store in its return to a 
downtown location.

JACK FOWLER
Jack Fowler, the 

founder and director 
of the Point Pleasant 
River Museum and 
Learning Center, died 
Aug. 10 at age 85. A for-
mer Point Pleasant coun-
cil member, Fowler’s love of 
the Ohio River and the region 
was infectious and he amassed a 
sizeable collection of artifacts for the 
celebrated museum. The collection survived 

a 2018 fire, which ruined the building, and he 
had been working to give them a new home.

JAN FOX
Marshall University lost one 

of its most dedicated faculty 
members on Aug. 15. Jan 
Fox, 61, of South Point, 
served at the university for 
more than 30 years in sev-
eral positions, including its 
senior vice president for IT/
CIO.

BEN MUSICK
South Point High School lost a valued 

faculty member on Aug. 31. Ben Musick, 52, 
of West Portsmouth, taught language arts 
at the school, where he was well-liked by 
students.

LORENA & STEVE CAHAL
The community was shocked and heartbro-

ken at the sudden passing in September of 
LoRena and Steve Cahal from injuries sus-

tained in a crash with an impaired 
driver near South Webster on 

Sept. 5. LoRena, 50, was a 
family advocate at the 

Lawrence County 
Early Childhood 

Academy and served 
on the board for 
Lawrence County 
D e v e l o p m e n t a l 
Disabilities. Steve, 
who was 51, worked 
as a truck driver 
for U.S. Foods. The 
South Point couple 

was known for their 
work with community 

groups and their dedi-
cation to developmental 

disabilities issues in the 
county.  

2020 saw several notable passings
Story by Heath Harrison
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