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The horrors of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, 
attack on the 

World Trade Center per-
meated Carson Babbit’s 
childhood like a haze: The 
day become something of 
a taboo subject among his 
father and the survivors 
who populated Babbit’s 
home state of New Jersey.

Nobody wanted to 
relive that day, said Bab-
bit, who at 19 years old 
has no memories of his 
own to draw from.

Babbit’s father was so 

close to the attack that 
his entire office build-
ing shook and was later 
demolished, Babbit said. 
But even his father was 
reluctant to talk about 
the experience until more 
recently.

The legacy was so close 
and yet distant for Babbit, 
now a sophomore at Ohio 
Northern University, who 
is part of a generation 
of Americans born and 
raised in the aftermath of 
the Sept. 11 attacks.

Nearly 3,000 people 
were killed when Islamist 

extremists with al Qaeda 
hijacked four planes and 
crashed them into the 
World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon and a field in 
Pennsylvania. It was the 
largest terrorist attack 
on U.S. soil, which pro-
voked the U.S. invasion of 
Afghanistan, the longest 
war in the nation’s history.

The war has killed at 
least 47,000 Afghan civil-
ians and 6,200 American 
service members and 
contractors through April, 
according to the Associ-
ated Press.

John Wysocki enlisted 
in the U.S. Naval Reserves 
in 2000, unwittingly reg-
istering to partake in a 
global War on Terror that 
would consume the next 
decade of his life.

Wysocki, 48, saw from 
his first deployment to 
Afghanistan that the dem-
ocratic project was bound 
to fail. What worried him 
most was the possibility 
that he would die “for no 
particular reason” in a 
war that had come to feel 
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Read more about the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks at 
LimaOhio.com/tag/911.

Chao Soi Cheong | AP file
Smoke billows from one of the towers of the World Trade Center and flames as debris explodes from the second tower in New York on Sept. 
11, 2001. Nearly 3,000 people were killed when Islamist extremists with al Qaeda hijacked four planes and crashed them into the World 
Trade Center, the Pentagon and a field in Pennsylvania.

Older Americans lived the attacks, 
and the war, while young look back

By Mackenzi Klemann | mklemann@limanews.com

Energy company: 
Hurricane Ida’s 
impact ‘staggering’
Restoration of electricity could take weeks
By Matt Sedensky and Chevel Johnson
The Associated Press

HOUMA, La. — Full restoration of electricity 
to some of the hardest-hit areas of Louisiana bat-
tered to an unprecedented degree by Hurricane Ida 
could take until the end of the month, the head of 
Entergy Louisiana warned Saturday.

Ida damaged or destroyed more than 22,000 
power poles, more than hurricanes Katrina, Zeta 
and Delta combined, an impact Entergy President 
and CEO Phillip May called “staggering.” More 
than 5,200 transformers failed and nearly 26,000 
spans of wire — the stretch of transmission wires 
between poles — were down.

“The level of devastation makes it quite difficult 
or near impossible to get in and fully assess some 
places,” said May of five southeastern Louisiana 
parishes facing the longest delays. The company 
is estimating full power restoration by Sept. 29 
or even longer for some customers, although May 
said that was a “no later than” date with the hope 
of earlier restoration.

One of those parishes is Terrebonne, where 
volunteers in the parish seat of Houma handed 
out ice, water and meals to shell-shocked storm 
survivors on Saturday. Houma is roughly 55 miles 
southwest of New Orleans.

Among those in need was 26-year-old Kendall 
Duthu of Dulac, who collected a container of red 
beans and rice, pulling over an Infiniti with a shat-
tered windshield to eat.

Duthu has been living in his car, with his girl-
friend, since the storm hit. He was once a cook at a 
jambalaya restaurant, but the pandemic claimed
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A man looks at a partially collapsed building Saturday in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Ida in Houma, La. Full restoration 
of electricity to some of the hardest-hit areas of Louisiana 
battered by Hurricane Ida could take until the end of the 
month, the head of Entergy Louisiana warned Saturday.

Where in west central Ohio are vaccinations lowest? 

By Mackenzi Klemann
mklemann@limanews.com

CELINA — Some of the 
lowest coronavirus vaccina-
tion rates are concentrated 
in west central Ohio, where 
interest in vaccines remains 
low despite ongoing public 
health campaigns to reach 
holdouts.

Only 34% of Mercer 
County residents have 
started their vaccines as of 
Friday, Ohio Department of 
Health data show.

In Hardin County, 
33.75% of residents are 
partially or fully vaccinated, 
while Auglaize County has 

seen 35% of its population 
receive at least one dose of 
vaccine.

Vaccine coverage in Allen 
and Van Wert counties isn’t 
much better, each claiming 
35% of residents fully vac-
cinated as of Friday.

“There are still a lot of 
people who have made up 
their mind that they’re not 
going to get vaccinated,” 
said Jason Menchhofer, 
an administrator with the 
Mercer County Health 
District.

Mercer County saw 642 
vaccines started in August, 
an improvement over pre-
vious months, and many 
seniors have already been 
inoculated. But that still 
leaves many people poten-
tially vulnerable should 

they encounter the virus, 
assuming there is no over-
lap between the county’s 
5,200 confirmed infections 
and the 14,000 who chose 
vaccines.

Natural immunity versus 
vaccine-induced immunity

People who have recov-
ered from a coronavirus 
infection are afforded some 
level of natural immunity 
that could protect them 
from developing serious ill-
ness amid the delta surge. 
But there is some inconsis-
tency with natural immu-
nity, Menchhofer said.

“I don’t take it for grant-
ed that natural immunity 
is going to be the same as 
vaccine-induced immunity, 
where people are injected 

with a specific dose of 
something that’s going 
to stimulate an immune 
response,” he said.

If immunization rates 
don’t change, Menchhofer 
said he hopes future vari-
ants at least don’t cause 
serious illness in younger 
folks, who are the least 
likely to be vaccinated.

When a person is infect-
ed with coronavirus, their 
body produces antibodies 
that act as the “first line of 
defense” should the person 
be exposed to the virus 
again, said Steven Martin, 
dean and professor of the 
Raabe College of Pharmacy 
at Ohio Northern Univer-
sity.
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