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Cincinnati Reds’ Nick Castellonas (2) gets into second base safely ahead of the tag during a 10-2 win over the Milwaukee 
Brewers on Monday. (Dylan Buell/Getty Images)

Reds pop the cork on Brewers’ 
pitching as they roll to 10-2 win

MILWAUKEE (AP) — At a time 
when the Milwaukee Brewers are 
playing as well as just about any 
team in the majors, Cincinnati 
Reds rookie Vladimir Gutiérrez 
is the one guy who has their 
number.

Gutiérrez and three relievers 
combined on a four-hitter with 
12 strikeouts to help the Reds 
trounce the Brewers 10-2 on 
Monday night for their fourth 
straight victory.

It marked the second time 
in less than a week that the 
25-year-old right-hander beat 
Milwaukee. The Brewers are 0-2 
against Gutiérrez and 9-0 against 
everyone else over their last 11 
games.

“He’s still a young pitcher, but 
man, to step in and handle sit-
uations like he is, is the most 
impressive thing,” Reds manag-
er David Bell said. “The entire 
organization has thought very 

highly of him for a long time and 
you try to find the right time in 
his development to put him in 
this situation. I think it’s safe to 
say this was the right time.”

Gutiérrez allowed two runs 
over seven innings Wednesday 
in a 7-3 victory over the Brewers. 
This time, he gave up two runs 
and struck out six in six innings.

“Whatever I worked on last 
time against the Brewers, I want-
ed to match that up,” Gutiérrez 
said through a translator. 
“Obviously I went seven innings 
last time, but I had that same 
mentality going into this start 
as well.”

Joey Votto and Aristides 
Aquino each hit a two-run homer 
for the Reds. Votto went 2 for 4, 
scored twice and drove in three 
runs.

Gutiérrez (3-1) won his third 
straight start in his fourth career 
appearance. Heath Hembree, 

Amir Garrett and Art Warren 
teamed up for three innings of 
perfect relief.

The Brewers had one baserun-
ner and no hits after the second 
inning.

“You have to give credit 
where credit is due,” said Daniel 
Vogelbach, who homered off 
Gutiérrez in the first inning. 
“That’s two games in a row that 
he’s made it real tough on us. 
He has a really good fastball 
and he throws a curveball for 
a strike when he wants to. He’s 
just a guy in a groove right now 
who’s doing what he wants on 
the mound.”

Milwaukee had its four-game 
winning streak snapped but 
remained tied for first place in 
the NL Central with the Chicago 
Cubs, who lost 5-2 to the New 
York Mets.

When they say it’s not about 
the money, it’s about the 
money.

The NCAA proposed expansion 
of the postseason football playoffs 
would expand the current four-team 
field to 12.

The top five power conferences 
would get an automatic bid to their 
conference champion. 
The remaining spots 
would be filled with the 
remaining teams in the 
rankings.

The top four seeds 
would earn a first-round 
bye and the top next top 
six seeds would get a 
home game. The playoffs 
would utilize the bowl 
games from the second round to the 
title game.

Now, all of this is to create more 
games for television and there would 
be a financial boost in the TV con-
tract with the next networks.

But this format is wrong to me when 
you consider what should be fair to all 
the teams. What seems to be forgotten 
is that NCAA stands for the National 

Collegiate Athletic Association and 
that the NCAA consists of 130 Division 
1 football programs.

No matter what one conference 
might think, this is not the SEC 
Invitational.

The NCAA is comprised of 10 con-
ferences: Big Ten, Atlantic Coast 
Conference, American Athletic 
Conference, Big 12 Conference, 
Conference USA, Mid-American 
Conference, Mountain West 
Conference, Pacific-12 Conference, 
Southeastern Conference, Sun Belt 
Conference plus independents Notre 
Dame, Army, UMass, UConn, New 
Mexico State, BYU and Liberty.

There is a lot of excitement with the 
NCAA basketball tournament which 
invites 68 teams with ALL confer-
ence champions getting an automatic 
bid. And instead of the big conference 
continuing to get all the money, the 
other conference will at least get a 
piece of the pie and help their teams 
who, as state before, are also mem-
bers of the NCAA.

Sure, the No. 16 seed have virtually 
no chance against the No. 1 seed, but 
it’s exciting for all the programs to 

know they have an opportunity to 
make the Big Dance.

Why not do the same thing with the 
football playoffs?

Sure, football isn’t like basketball. 
One outstanding player on a team 
can make his team competitive even 
against one of the traditional powers. 
But why can’t football players have 
the opportunity to play in the playoffs 
regardless of the team or conference 
where they play?

Most players go to college to play 
football as a means to get their edu-
cation paid or some type of financial 
assistance. The other two key rea-
sons are to make the playoffs with a 
chance to win the national title and 
to go to the NFL.

If you’re good enough, the NFL 
will find you regardless of the 
school. However, right now if you 
want to make the playoffs it’s basi-
cally Alabama, Clemson, Ohio State, 
Oklahoma and maybe another SEC 
team or even Notre Dame.

If every conference got an automat-
ic bid, every player could have the 
dream of making the playoffs much 
like college basketball players and 

the NCAA Tournament. This could 
in theory help all schools get some 
quality players and not have the elite 
all sign with three or four schools.

My plan would be to take 16 teams. It 
would have all 10 conference champi-
ons and six at-large bids which would 
give the independent teams an oppor-
tunity as well. Instead of home games, 
the NCAA could use 15 bowl games for 
the playoffs which would create more 
interest in the Alamo Bowl as a first-
round site. The five major bowls — 
Rose, Orange, Sugar, Cotton and Fiesta 
— would still rotate and hand a couple 
of quarterfinal games, the semifinals 
and championship games.

And, teams could be assigned to 
bowls that would attempt to be fair 
to the fans in terms of travel dis-
tance even though seeding in the first 
round might make that difficult.

One concern is the extra amount 
of games causes more punishment 
physically to the players. Money was 
the driving force behind expanding 
the schedule from 10 games to 11 and 
now the current 12-game schedule.

Jim
Walker

Here’s a plan the NCAA leaders are sure to reject
 SEE “REDS POP,” PAGE 2B

 SEE “NCAA,” PAGE 2B

Reds rally in 10th 
to beat Brewers

MILWAUKEE — The 
Cincinnati Reds contin-
ued their extra inning 
success as they beat the 
Milwaukee Brewers 2-1 
on Tuesday.

Hits were at a pre-
mium as the Reds got 
just two hits and the 
Brewers four.

In fact, the Reds 
scored their runs with-
out the aid of a hit as 
they won their sixth 
straight game.

Using the internation-
al softball rule for extra 
innings for the second 
straight season, Nick 
Castellanos was placed 
on second base to begin 
the 10th.

Tyler Stephenson 
was hit by a pitch by 
Brewers reliever Brad 
Boxberger who is a for-
mer Red.

Joey Votto was walked 
and Eugenio Suarez was 
hit by a pitch to force in 
Castellanos.

Jesse Winker pinch-
hit and struck out, 
but Kyle Farmer hit 
a sacrifice fly to score 
Stephenson and it was 
2-0.

But the potential for 
more runs ended when 
pinch-runner Mike 
Freeman was picked off 
second base.

Originally, Freeman 
was called safe but the 
Brewers challenged the 
call and Freeman was 
an obvious out.

In the bottom of the 
10th, Willy Adams was 
placed at second base 
for the Brewers.

Jace Peterson worked 
the count to 3-2 and it 
took 12 pitches but 
Reds’ reliever Heath 
Hembree.

Hembree then got 
Jackie Bradley on called 
strikes before Daniel 
Robertson singled and 
an error by Castellanos 
allowed Adams to score.

Hembree walked Luis 
Urias and lefthander 
Amir Garrett came on 
to strike out Tim Lopes 
to end the game.

Luis Castillo went 
seven innings allowing 
all three Brewers’ hits. 
He struck out seven and 
walked three.

Brad  Brach struck out 
two of the three batters 
he faced in the eight and 
Lucas Sims (4-1) pitched 
the ninth to get the win 
as he struck out one and 
walked one.

Garrett registered his 
third save.

Suarez and Farmer 
had singles for the only 
two Reds’ hits.

NEW YORK (AP) — Now that Major League 
Baseball has detailed the coming crackdown on 
illegal substances, pitchers must get prepared to 
command their stuff without the same sort of tacky 
aides.

The commissioner’s office announced that pitch-
ers will be ejected and suspended 10 games for 
using illicit sticky stuff to better their grip on the 
baseball. Increased enforcement begins Monday.

Responding to record strikeouts and a league bat-
ting average at a more than half-century low, MLB 
said Tuesday that major and minor league umpires 
will start regular checks of all pitchers, even if 
opposing managers don’t request inspections.

While suspensions would be with pay, repeat 
offenders would receive progressive discipline, 
and teams and club employees would be subject to 
discipline for failure to comply.

MLB will crackdown on pitchers


