
CLEVELAND (AP) — Indians ace Shane Bieber 
had been bothered by irritation in his right shoul-
der for most of the season. But when the pain hit a 
different area of his upper arm, the reigning AL Cy 
Young Award winner knew it was time to stop.

“It’s something we’ve 
been trying to manage 
for a while, but when 
my discomfort start-
ed to move in my last 
start, that’s generally 
not a good sign,” Bieber 
said Tuesday.

“It made things a lit-
tle bit dangerous, a lit-
tle bit sketchy, so we’re 
giving the shoulder a 
little break," he said.

Bieber, who is 7-4 with 
a 3.28 ERA in 14 starts, 
was put on the 10-day 
injured list Monday 
with a strained muscle. 
He won't be permitted 
to throw a baseball for 
at least two weeks.

It was his first career 
stint on the inured list.

One day earlier, the 
26-year-old righty was 
tagged for a season-high 
five runs in 5 2/3 innings during a 6-2 loss to Seattle. 
He struck out eight, but his curveball command 
was shaky and his fastball slower than usual.

“Obviously, this is super unfortunate timing for 
this to happen, so I’m frustrated,” Bieber said. “But 
it’s not an arm fatigue thing, I definitely think it’s 
execution based. I’ve just got to come out better on 
the other side.”

There was no pitcher better than Bieber last 
season, when he became the 13th player to lead the 
majors in victories, ERA and strikeouts. He went 
8-1 with a 1.63 ERA and 122 strikeouts over 77 1/3 
innings in the abbreviated campaign.

Bieber said he takes pride in his durability and is 
unhappy that he will miss his turn in the rotation 
for the initial time since turning pro in 2016.

“I guess I have two weeks off, so I’ll spend a lot of 
time in the weight room and clubhouse,” he said. 
“It’s only one limb, so I can do everything else, and 
the one nice thing is I can watch a lot of baseball 
from different perspectives.”

The Associated Press
Minnesota’s P.J. Fleck spoke for 

many coaches nationwide last 
December when he noted he still 
hadn’t shaken the hands of about half 
the prospects who were about to sign 
with his program.

Those days finally are coming to 
an end.

The NCAA has lifted the recruit-
ing dead period that has been in 
place since March 13, 2020, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. The NCAA 
returned to its usual recruiting cal-
endar Tuesday, allowing prospects to 
meet coaches in person and coaches to 
conduct live evaluations of recruits.

That means programs across the 
country are going to make up for lost 
time.

“It’s going to be crazy,” South 
Carolina coach Shane Beamer said.

The change is a relief for high 
school football players such as Max 
Reese, a wide receiver from Fenwick 
High School in the Chicago suburbs. 
Reese has offers from Bowling Green 
and Northern Illinois, and he has vis-
ited both Mid-American Conference 
schools. But he couldn’t meet the 
coaching staffs at either program 
during his visits because of pandem-
ic-imposed restrictions.

Now he finally gets to speak face to 
face with the coaches who have been 
Zooming with him for the last year. 
That should give both the prospect 
and the staff a better idea of their 
interest in each other.

“It’s like dating a girl online,” 
Reese said. “You don’t know what 
you’re really getting until you see 
them in person.”

Ohio State assistant athletic 
director for player personnel Mark 
Pantoni uses a different analogy as he 
discussed how tough it has been for 
prospects to evaluate schools based 

on virtual campus tours.
“It’s cool when you see the com-

mercial of the nice flashy car, but you 
don’t really know until you test drive 
it how cool it really is,” Pantoni said. 
“That’s what we’re about to do. These 
kids are about to test-drive the car 
finally after seeing the commercial 
for so many months.”

College staffs have been gearing up 
for this moment.

Florida State was welcoming recruits 
to campus just after midnight as part of 
its “Midnight Madness” event to mark 
the end of the dead period.

At Ohio State, director of cam-
pus recruiting Erin Dunston said 
the Buckeyes have 51 official vis-
its scheduled for June. Pantoni said 
Ohio State’s yearly total of official 
visits normally is in the “high 40s to 
low 50s.”

“So this is pretty extraordinary, 
but not unexpected either,” Pantoni 

said.
This month is particularly import-

ant for players in states such as 
California and Illinois, which didn’t 
have traditional fall seasons and 
instead played abbreviated sched-
ules in the spring. Prospects in states 
without fall seasons generally didn’t 
get as many opportunities to show 
what they can do on tape.

“The advice I’m giving my people 
is to go to as many camps as they 
can and get as much exposure in 
front of as many people as they can,” 
said Jon Ellinghouse, the coach at 
Sierra Canyon School in Carlsbad, 
California.

Ellinghouse said the pandem-
ic-imposed restrictions haven’t been 
particularly costly for players such 
as Sierra Canyon safety Kamari 
Ramsey, who is rated as the nation’s 
No. 107 overall 2022 prospect, accord-
ing to composite rankings of recruit-

ing sites compiled by 247Sports.
The players who’ve been hurt the 

most, according to Ellinghouse, are 
the potential late bloomers or low-
er-tier prospects who needed the 
exposure they could have received 
from camps or spring evaluations.

Yet even the top recruits are wel-
coming the long-awaited opportunity 
to visit the schools they’re consider-
ing, though the virtual tours offered 
by schools have proved beneficial.

College coaches have said they 
would like to continue offering 
Zoom tours of campuses to prospects 
even in a post-pandemic world. As 
it became apparent the dead period 
would last longer than just a few 
months, football staffs got creative 
and made these tours increasingly 
sophisticated.

“It’s hard to know how long a per-
son could stay on Zoom, particular-
ly in the front end of the (pandem-
ic),” Missouri recruiting coordinator 
Casey Woods said.

“Nobody knew what your attention 
span was, so we were building visits 
kind of in two or three parts. (We’d 
say), ‘Hey, we’ll talk from 1 to 2 on 
this, take a lunch break and come 
back and meet from 3-4 on this or 
whatever.’ Once we realized all of our 
tolerance for being on those things, 
we realized what we could get done.”

But no virtual presentation 
could compare with the real thing. 
Washington State recruiting coordi-
nator John Richardson acknowledged 
how difficult it was this past year 
to see prospects sign with schools 
they’d never gotten a chance to visit 
in person.

“It’s just like you’re taking a job 
somewhere and you have no idea 
what it looks like, what’s around, 
anything like that,” Richardson said.

Now they will have a better idea of 
exactly what to expect.
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End of recruiting pause has football programs catching up

The NCAA could have teams 
get their league games completed 
over 11 games and make game 
12 the conference championship 
game.

The other teams would be per-
mitted to schedule a 12th game 
which was proven to be possible 
during last year’s rescheduling 
of game during the COVID-19 
positive tests that forced teams 
to cancel games.

The teams not making the 
playoffs could still play in the 
lesser bowl games and air during 
the week for television purposes 
and the playoff games would be 
on Saturdays.

If 16 teams might seem like too 

many, talk to the FBS, NCAA 
Division 2 and Division 3 as well 
as the NAIA playoffs which have 
24 teams. The top eight teams get 
a bye.

However, those divisions only 
play 10 regular season games. 
If you cut back one week with 
the conference championships 
game participants to 11 games, 
teams will play between 13 and 
16 games depending how far they 
advance in the playoffs.

Naturally, having a possi-
ble first-round game matchup 
between Charleston Southern 
and Alabama would be very 
attractive for TV, but the other 
games would be good games.

And let’s not get upset at that 
kind of a matchup. Over the past 

10 seasons, Alabama has includ-
ed on its regular season schedule 
North Texas State, Kent State, 
Western Kentucky, The Citadel, 
UT-Chattanooga, Mercer, 
Southern Mississippi, Western 
Carolina, Florida Atlantic, 
Louisiana-Monroe, Fresno State, 
Arkansas State and — wait for 
it — Charleston Southern.

That’s just an idea from some-
one who wants to be fair to all the 
schools.

But being fair is another way 
of saying “It’s NOT about the 
money” and that isn’t something 
the NCAA wants as its new for-
mat.

—————
Jim Walker is sports editor 

emeritus of The Ironton Tribune.
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Southern Ohio Conference
2021 All-SOC Baseball Teams

SOC 1 First Team
Clay Cottle, Portsmouth Clay
Shaden Malone, Portsmouth Clay
Caden Brammer, Symmes Valley
Brayden Webb, Symmes Valley
Jackson Rowe, St. Joseph
Jimmy Mahlmeister, St. Joseph
Caleb Nichols, Portsmouth Notre Dame
Levi Singleton, Green
Trey Satterfield, Western
Kyle Winston, Sciotoville East

SOC 1 Second Team
Evan Woods, Portsmouth Clay
Carson Porginski, Portsmouth Clay
Devin Renfroe, Symmes Valley
Levi Best, Symmes Valley
Michael Mahlmeister, St. Joseph
Dylan Seison, Portsmouth Notre Dame
Wiley Sanders, Green
Sean Kerns, Western
Ethan Rase, Sciotoville East
Player of the Year: Brayden Webb, Symmes Valley
Pitcher of the Year: Clay Cottle, Portsmouth Clay
Coach of the Year: Marc Cottle, Portsmouth Clay

SOC 2 First Team
Elijah Vogelsong-Lewis, Minford

Matthew Risner, Minford
Adam Crank, Minford
Derek Eblin, Waverly
Alex Boles, Waverly
Eric Green, Wheelersburg
Cooper McKenzie, Wheelersburg
Robert Martin, South Webstger
George Arnett, Lucasville Valley
Luke Howard, Portsmouth West
Dakota Secrest, Northwest
Flint Bargeer, Oak Hill
Logan Clemmons, Beaver Eastern

SOC 2 Second Team
Grant Wheeler, Minford
Aodhan Queen, Minford
J.T. Barnett, Waverly
L.T. Jordan, Waverly
Case Dyer, Wheelersburg
Ethan Ison, Wheelersburg
Billy Jones, South Webster
Chase Morrow, Lucasville Valley
Luke Bradford, Portsmouth West
Kaleb Seals, Northwest
Landon Hines, Oak Hill
Jacob Overly, Beaver Eastern
Player of the Year: Elijah Vogelsong-Lewis, Minford
Pitcher of the Year: Derek Eblin, Waverly
Coach of the Year: Anthony Knittel, Minford

All-Southern Ohio Conference Baseball Teams

Nicholas Petit-Frere signed with Ohio State as a five-star recruit out of Tampa's Berkeley 
Prep. (MCT Direct Photo)

Jonathan India went 3 for 4 with a 
run and an RBI for the Reds.

Brewers starter Eric Lauer (1-3) 
allowed four runs and five hits in five 
innings. He struck out three, walked 
four and drove in a run with a sacri-
fice fly.

Lauer labored through a first inning 
in which he gave up a hit and two 
walks but only one run. India hit a 
leadoff single and scored when Votto 
grounded to first with the bases loaded.

After Vogelbach’s homer tied the 

game in the bottom half, the Reds 
pulled ahead for good with three runs 
in a second inning that featured an 
RBI double from India and a run-scor-
ing single from Jesse Winker.

“He just didn’t have a great feel for 
where the ball was going in the first 
two innings, really,” Brewers manager 
Craig Counsell said. “The first inning, 
he got out of it, but it was 30-some 
pitches. Then the second inning, he left 
some balls in the middle of the strike 
zone, really, that they hit hard.”

Votto homered off reliever Eric 

Yardley in the seventh. Eugenio 
Suárez hit a two-run single and 
Aquino delivered his two-run shot off 
Hoby Milner in the ninth.

TRAINER’S ROOM
Reds: Bell said INF Mike 

Moustakas is scheduled to play for 
Triple-A Louisville on Tuesday and 
Wednesday at Omaha in hopes of 
returning for Cincinnati’s weekend 
series at San Diego. Moustakas hasn’t 
played since May 18 due to a right 
heel bruise.

Brewers: 2B Kolten Wong took batting 

practice on the field as he works his way 
back from a left oblique strain that land-
ed him on the injured list June 4.

STRICKLAND ACTIVATED
Hunter Strickland made his 

Brewers debut and pitched a score-
less eighth inning. The Brewers acti-
vated Strickland earlier in the day 
and optioned reliever Patrick Weigel 
to Triple-A Nashville.

Milwaukee acquired Strickland 
on Saturday from the Los Angeles 
Angels, who had designated him for 
assignment.

Reds pop
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Indians’ Bieber says 
increased shoulder 
pain stopped him

Shane Bieber


