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IRONTON — The 
Fairland Dragons are 
getting really good at 
halftime adjustments as 
they came from behind 
to beat the Adena 
Warriors in the Ohio 
Division III District 
finals on Friday night 
at the Conley Center.

Adena led 26-19 at 
the half and held the 
Dragons without a 
3-pointer throughout 
the first two quarters. 
Fairland’s adjustments 
at the half proved to be 
too much as they defeat-
ed the Warriors down 
the stretch 56-48.

“We have been in this 
position before. I think 
we were in the same 
position last year,” said 
Fairland head coach 
Nathan Speed on being 
down at the half. “I just 
told them to focus on 
getting stops and not to 
worry about getting it 
all back at once.”

Fairland chose to 
override the decision 
and get it back all at 
once anyways. The 
Dragons darted out to 
a 9-0 run in the third 
quarter for their first 
lead of the game at 28-26 
with 4:12 remaining in 
the third.

Aiden Porter sparked 
that run with 8 points 
in the quarter after only 
scoring 4 in the first 

half.
“I was forcing a lot 

in the first half and 
our offense was sloppy. 

Once we started mak-
ing shots, it’s like every-
thing fell into place,” 
said Porter. “It came 

down to who wanted it 
more, and we did for 
sure.”

The junior guard fin-
ished with 20 points 
and 6 rebounds. Jacob 
Polcyn added 19 points 
for the Dragons while 
snagging 4 boards and 
dishing out 3 assists.

The Adena Warriors 
scored just 6 points in 
the third, and struggled 
coming out of the gates 
of the fourth to make 
things worse.

The Dragons went on 
another big run open-
ing up the final quar-
ter. They jetted out on 
a 10-0 run that included 
two triples from way 
downtown by Clayton 
Thomas. 

Adena found them-

selves down 44-32 with 
5:12 remaining in 
the game. Porter and 
Polcyn closed the game 
out from the free throw 
line as they went a com-
bined 6-for-6.

“Once we started 
improving our help 
defense and sending the 
double team at (Logan) 
Bennett, and offensive-
ly just cutting you know 
things started swinging 
our way. We went to 
Jacob (Polcyn) back at 
the top of the key and he 
made great decisions all 
night. He really played 
well,” added Speed.

Logan Bennett led the 
Warriors with 21 points 
and 4 rebounds while 
Preston Sykes added 20 
points and 5 rebounds.

Fairland will have a 
rematch with Fort Frye 
in the regional semi-
finals on Wednesday 
at Southeastern high 
school. Beverly beat 
the Dragons earlier this 
season 54-53. 
Adena 16 10 6 16 = 48
Fairland  11 8 15 22 = 56

ADENA (22-3): Nate Throckmorten 
0-2 0-1 0-0 0, Jarrett Garrison 1-4 0-1 
0-2 2, Preston Sykes 6-11 2-4 2-2 
20, Logan Bennett 7-10 2-4 1-1 21, 
Jacob Shipley 0-1 0-0 0-0 0, Dillan 
McDonald 0-1 1-1 2-2 5. Totals: 14-29 
5-11 5-7 48. Rebounds: 17 (Sykes 5). 
Turnovers: 6. Fouls: 13. Fouled out: 
Throckmorten.

FAIRLAND (20-4): Jacob Polcyn 
8-10 0-1 3-3 19, Aiden Porter 8-14 
0-0 4-4 20, Gavin Hunt 3-5 0-2 0-1 
6, Clayton Thomas 1-1 3-10 0-0 11, 
Jordan Williams 0-1 0-0 0-0 0, Zander 
Schmidt 0-1 0-0 0-0 0, Nate Thacker 
0-0 0-1 0-0 0. Totals: 20-32 3-14 7-8 
56. Rebounds: 24 (Porter 6, Williams 
6). Turnovers: 5. Fouls: 6. Fouled out: 
none.

Sports

The late, great area sports photographer Kent Sanborn died on Thursday after a battle with 
cancer. A celebration of his life visitation will be held Monday at the Ironton High School 
Conley Center. Above, Kent is in a rare photo as he is pictured on the other side of the 
camera with his wife, Becky. (Southern Ohio Sports Photos)

Kent Sanborn loved seeing area 
athletes and people involved in other 
events, and now everyone is being 
invited to visit the legendary photog-
rapher in a celebration of his life.

The Celebration of Life Visitation 
will be held from 6-8:30 p.m. Monday, 
March 8, in the Ironton High School 
Conley Center gymnasium, 1701 
South 7th Street, where Kent not only 
took many pictures but played high 
school basketball.

There will be no formal line in 
place. People are asked to come to the 
gym entrance and his wife, Becky, 
asks everyone to wear your school 
color attire or a Team Kent shirt.

COVID-19 restrictions will apply. 
Masks and social distancing are 
required.

There will be a family graveside 
service at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, March 
9, at Sugar Creek Cemetery with 
Brother Dave Schug and Brother 
Chad Pemberton officiation.

The funeral procession will leave 
Tracy Brammer-Monroe Funeral 
Home at 10:30 a.m. and proceed along 
South 7th Street to State Route 141 
and past Hecla Water Association on 
the way to the cemetery for anyone 
who wishes to view the procession 

and pay tribute to Kent as the proces-
sion passes by.

Pallbearers will be Lacy Dalton, 
Michael Miller, Greg Dalton, John 
Blankenship, Rodney Littlejohn, 
Victor Keisor, Bobby Pancake and 
Tommy Dalton. Honorary pallbear-
ers will be Christian Hicks, Robert 
Stevens, Tony Shotsky, Logan 
Abrams and Jim Walker.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations be made to 
their local school’s athletic depart-
ment or band boosters. Donations can 
also be made to the Carl “Teen” and 
Vera Murnahan Scholarship Fund, 
c/o Rock Hill Athletic Booster Club, 
2415 County Road 26, Ironton, OH 
45638.

The beloved photographer died 
Thursday at the Ashland Community 
Hospice at the age of 61 following a 
battle with cancer. Kent spent the 
past 40 years taking photographs for 
the Ironton Tribune and then his 
SouthernOhioSportsPhotos.com 
online business as well as other area 
newspapers.

In his final days, Kent said, “I’m 
really going to miss the kids.”

And that best describes Kent 
Sanborn.

Kent Sanborn visitation Monday 
at Ironton’s Conley Sports Center

Fairland Dragons’ Gavin Hunt lays up a shot over Adena 
Warriors’ Logan Bennett during Friday’s Division 3 district 
title game. Fairland won 56-48. (Photo By Tim Gearhart)

Fairland Dragons’ seniors Nate Thacker, Jordan Williams, Gavin Hunt, Clayton Thomas and 
Jacob Polcyn display the district championship trophy. (Photo By Tim Gearhart)

Dragons rally in 2nd half to win district

So, what was your favorite 
Jermon Jackson memory?

When talking 
about Jermon, you can’t 
really pick just one. You 
can’t even compile one 
of those Dave Lettermen 
top 10 lists.

Jermon was a one-of-
a-kind player, the likes 
we will never see again 
in our lifetime. He did 
things no other running 
back has ever done in 
the history of high school football in 
regards to this Tri-State area.

Former Ironton coach and athletic 
director Mike Burcham — the god-
father of Ironton athletics — was the 
running backs and defensive backs 
coach for Ironton and thus worked 
with Jermon intimately on a daily 
basis.

“Jermon was something special. 
He was a threat to score any time he 
touched the ball,” said Burcham.

Although Burcham couldn’t think 
of all the things Jermon did as one of 
Ironton’s greatest running backs in a 
program filled with great backs, he 

recalled a couple that stood out for 
different reasons.

One came in the final game of the 
regular season when Ironton traveled 
to Cincinnati Mt. Healthy. The trip 
was about two and one-half hours and 
the team stopped to eat just before 
arriving at its destination.

The stop was at a smorgasbord 
and Jermon got more than his fill of 
chicken wings. So, before the game 
he was sluggish and moping around.

“Are you sick,” Burcham asked 
Jermon.

“Yeah, a little. But I can play,” said 
Jermon.

The other players then told 
Burcham he wasn’t sick and that he 

ate too much. Burcham said Jermon 
scored on Ironton’s first possession 
with a long run and came to the side-
lines and promptly threw up.

“It was a good thing that this was 
in the days before everyone had turf,” 
Burcham said with a laugh.

Jermon ran for three more touch-
downs and each time he scored he 
came to the sidelines and threw up.

After the game, Ironton head foot-
ball coach Bob Lutz couldn’t resist 
asking  Jermon, “How were those 
chicken wings?”

Jermon was ‘bottled lightening’ as he electrified fans

Jim
Walker

 SEE “JERMON,” PAGE 2B


