
A great example of Jermon’s explo-
siveness came in 1992 at Portsmouth 
when the Trojans took a 14-7 lead 
with less than a minute on the clock 
and Ironton was out of timeouts.

Portsmouth had just scored to take 
the lead and head coach Curt Clifford 
called a timeout and told his kicker 
not to kick the ball to No. 25. The 
kicker nodded his head and tried to 
kick it away from Jermon but it was 
too close and he ran over, caught the 
ball and returned it for a touchdown.

The game went into overtime and 
J.J. King scored as Ironton took a 
20-14 win.

Speaking of J.J. King, he and 
Jermon were the safeties when 
Ironton played at DuPont, W.Va., 
against a freshman sensation named 
Randy Moss. The two told Moss they 
were going to beat on him all night. 
They did just that early but soon 
Moss was looking to find an escape 

route to avoid them.
The result was the only game in 

which Moss never caught a pass 
during his high school and college 
career. Ironton won 32-6.

I worked with a reporter once 
name Brandon Roberts who played at 
Belfry, Ky. He was on the punt return 
team and told me of this experience.

“We were in awe of Jermon. We 
thought he was a celebrity. I went 
down on a punt and was standing 
right there when Jermon caught the 
ball. I reached out to grab him and all 
I got was air. I looked up and he was 
already 5 yards away,” Roberts said 
with a grin.

Jermon was the Associated Press 
Division III Back of the Year in 1993 
and a USA Today honorable men-
tion All-American. He was a two-time 
first team All-Ohio selection and ran 
for 1,849 yarrds and 29 touchdowns 
his senior season and amassed 4,452 
yards with 70 touchdowns during his 
Ironton career.

The fan appeal for Jermon didn’t end 
after his days at Ironton. He signed 
with Ohio State and set a freshman 
record by scoring three touchdowns in 

his first game as a Buckeye.
Kenny Fairland and Dick Griswold 

decided to make the trek to the 
Meadowlands in New Jersey to watch 
Ohio State against Boston College in 
the Kickoff Classic Aug. 27 which was 
a Sunday.

Fairchild took his grandson Ryan 
Walker who was in the third grade 
at St. Lawrence Elementary. They 
drove through the night and pulled 
up in front of my house shortly before 
8 a.m. Ryan slept in the car and then 
walked in the house, changed his 
clothes and I took him to school and 
he was there with time to spare.

And all because of Jermon.
But the best memory of Jermon has 

to be his big smile and loving per-
sonality. He never met a stranger or 
shunned someone wanting a picture, 
an autograph or to just talk.

“He still came here to the house and 
he was just a great, great guy,” said 
Burcham.

Now that is the memory to top all 
lists.

—————
Jim Walker is sports editor emeritus 

of The Ironton Tribune.

EdChoice families qualify for low 
income status if income is at or below 
200 percent of the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines.

This chart will help you determine if you 
may qualify. Income status determines 
priority for awarding scholarships.

It also determines if your family will 
be responsible  for paying any  tuition  
that  is  not  covered  by the scholarship. 

Based    on    the    number    of    peo-
ple    in    your household, if your  gross  

annual  income  is  the  amount listed   
on  the  chart  or  less,  you  may  qualify  
for  low income  status.

Household  size  is  determined  by  
the  following:  the  scholar-ship  stu-
dent, the  birth  mother  or the  legal  
guardian  of  the scholarship student, 
the spouse (also includes birth father 
of any child in the household), all chil-
dren under the age of 18 which the 
legal guardian or spouse also has legal 
custody.

Jim Walker
jim.walker@irontontribune.com

The tuition assistance program is 
now open.

The Education Option — known 
as EdChoice — is officially open for 
business at the Ironton Catholic 
Schools as a program that will pay 
tuition costs for any student Catholic 
or non-Catholic up to $4,600 for St. 
Lawrence Elementary and $6,000 for 
St. Joseph middle and high schools.

Both maximum amounts are more 
than the actual tuition at either 
school. There is a chart that list the 
number of people in a household and 
the gross annual amount of income 
for those household numbers that 
determines the maximum amount of 
scholarship money.

If a household goes beyond the gross 
income, money will still be awarded 
with the amount based on the income.

There are two EdChoice programs 
but EdChoice Advantage uses the 
financial chart (see chart at right) 
and students from any school that 
qualify can use.

Interested persons can apply under 
the EdChoice Scholarship Program/
Ohio Department of Education or 
contact St. Joseph High School (740) 
532-4872.

Due to a state law, students can also 
attend St. Joseph High School and play 

a sport at their home district school if 
St. Joseph doesn’t offer the sport.

Since St. Joseph doesn’t offer foot-
ball, wrestling, tennis and track, a 
student living in Coal Grove could go 
to school at St. Joseph and play foot-
ball at Dawson-Bryant.

However, if the student played 
basketball they play at St. Joseph 
because the school offers the sport.

The Ohio Department of Education 
has a list of all the schools throughout 
the state that are listed as under-
achieving and the list is extensive.

According to the Ohio Department 
of Education, every school district in 
Lawrence County is affected partially.

Schools include Rock Hill Elementary 
and High School, Fairland High School 
and West Elementary, Chesapeake 
Middle School, Coal Grove Dawson-
Bryant Middle School, Ironton High 
School and Middle School, South Point 
High School and Middle School, and 
Symmes Valley High School.

Scioto County school districts are 
also on the list and they have the choice 
of attending Portsmouth Notre Dame.

Districts affected are Green, 
Portsmouth, West Portsmouth, 
Northwest, Sciotoville East, Minford, 
New Boston, Lucasville Valley and 
Clay.

Some of the other district affected 
in Southeast Ohio are Ross, Pike and 
Jackson counties.

EdChoice scholarship program 
open at Ironton Catholic schools

EdChoiCE FinanCial GuidElinEs
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A steady stream of 
cars passed through the 
Fairland High School 
parking lot Thursday 
evening (3-4-21) to pay 
tribute to sports photog-
rapher Kent Sanborn.

Hundreds turned out 
at Fairland for a special 
spaghetti dinner fund 
raiser over a 4-hour 
time frame.

The event was orga-
nized by the Fairland 
High School student 
council after it became 
know that Kent, who 
has spent the past 40 
years photographing 
every type of sport-
ing event played in 
Lawrence County and 
beyond, was ill. 

When the event 
was planned, no one 
dreamed it would be 
held on the day Kent left 

this world. 
He became ill in late 

February and the diag-
nosis was cancer. After 
a bit over a week at 
Ohio State University 
Hospital in Columbus, 
Kent returned home and 
entered hospice care on 
Monday at Community 
Hospice in Ashland. 
He died there early 
Thursday morning.

Everything needed to 
have the spaghetti fund 
raiser was donated and 
a small army of stu-
dents, parents, staff and 
the athletes Kent devot-
ed thousands of hours 
to, prepared the food 
and delivered it to cars 
as they came through 
the parking lot. 

Money raised will 
go to Kent’s family to 
defray medical bills and 
other expenses. 

Like the thousands 
of athletes who have 

paid tribute to Kent 
on Facebook and other 
social media over the 
past several days I too 
will miss his calm, soft 
spoken demeanor. Kent 
went about his craft in 
a very low key manner, 
quietly finding the best 
spot to photograph the 
athletes he treasured 
and who returned that 
love this past week. 

For at least 15 years, 
when I started doing a 
few football pictures for 
friends who had chil-
dren or grandchildren 
playing, Kent and I com-
municated daily.

Lawrence County, 
southern Ohio and the 
Tri-State has lost a leg-
end and there won’t 
likely be anyone else 
ever to match the vol-
ume of photography 
work he has left behind. 

Safe journey my 
friend.

Fairland High School students prepare food for the Kent Sanborn benefit spaghetti dinner 
held Thursday. Hundreds of people attended the dinner for carryout only. (Photo By Tim 
Gearhart)

Hundreds turn out for benefit dinner to aid Sanborn family

This past Thursday, the Sugar 
Creek Christian Academy basketball 
team was scheduled to play their final 
game against their cross state rivals 
Carter County Christian school.

However, the game was canceled 
due to devastating flooding which got 
inside Carter Christian’s school and 
gym.

Both boys and girls basketball 
teams from Sugar Creek loaded up 
cleaning and school supplies and 
formed a work party made up of fel-
low classmates and parents and went 
to Carter County Christian school on 
the day the game was supposed to be 
played and helped them clean up.

The boys junior high and high 

school teams helped load sand bags 
and move flood water debris from the 
school grounds.

The girls helped the school teachers 
clean up and sanitize the classrooms 
while also cleaning dirt and mud 
from the school.

“This is what we do, we teach team-
work and working together for a com-
mon goal in basketball, what better 
way to do that than this? They maybe 
our rival on the courts, but first and 
foremost, they are our brothers and 
sisters in Christ,” said Andy Long, 
the girls basketball coach at SCCA.

Donations of school supplies will be 
taken up at the Sugar Creek Christian 
Academy on Monday.
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GOODYEAR, Ariz. (AP) 
— Cincinnati Reds out-
fielder Shogo Akiyama 
returned to spring train-
ing after a week away to 
be with his wife, who was 
seriously injured when a 
tree fell on her in a park 
in Ohio.

Akaya Akiyama was 
hospitalized after being 
injured by the tree last 
week while she was walk-
ing in Sharon Woods in 
Cincinnati. Her husband 
said Thursday that her 
condition is improving.

“I was in the hospital 
with her, I was spending 
time with (the) kids,” the 
32-year-old Akiyama said 
through a translator at the 
team's spring training com-
plex in Goodyear, Arizona. 
“I think it was the inevita-
ble time that I needed with 
this week away.”

Manager David Bell 
said Akiyama won't be 
in the lineup for a spring 
training game until 
Sunday.

The Reds signed the 
Japanese player to a three-

year, $21 million contract 
before the 2020 season. He 
played in 54 games last 
year, hitting .245.

“That’s bigger than 
baseball,” Reds pitcher 
Lucas Sims said. “Being 
able to see him today, it 
made us all happy and 
glad to know that she’s 
doing all right. Hopefully, 
everything gets back to 
normal.”

SCCA team put games aside to 
help clean up another school

Akiyama leaves Reds’ 
camp to be with wife

Jermon Jackson during his induction into 
the Ironton High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2016. A memorial service will be 
held Saturday, March 13, at Tanks Memorial 
Stadium.


