
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – University 
of Rio Grande junior outfielder 
Taylor Webb and freshman shortstop 
Caitlyn Brisker have been named 
to the 2021 National Association 
of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA) 
Softball All-America 
Second Team.

The teams, which 
included First Team, 
Second Team and 
Honorable Mention 
list, were selected by 
the NAIA All-America 
committee and 
announced on Tuesday afternoon.

Webb, who also received Second 
Team All-American honors on 
Monday from the NFCA after earning 
All-Region kudos last week, batted 
.436 with a team-high 11 home runs 
and 70 runs batted in. She also led the 

RedStorm in hits (95), doubles (25) 
and total bases (161), while ranking 
second in runs scored (54).

A native of Willow Wood, Ohio, 
Webb went 15-for-26 (.577) with six 
doubles, three homers and eight RBI 
in Rio’s eight post-season contests, 
ranked second nationally in hits, RBI 
and total bases and was third nation-
ally in doubles.

Brisker hit a team-best .446 with 
a team-high eight triples, 59 runs 
scored, 15 stolen bases and a .797 
slugging percentage despite missing 
the team's first 17 games while still a 
member of the Rio women's basket-
ball team. The Oak Hill, Ohio native 
was second on the RedStorm with 
eight home runs and third with 12 
doubles and 36 RBI.

Brisker, who also earned River 
States Conference Player of the Year 
honors and an All-Region VI selec-

tion from the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association (NFCA), ranked 
sixth nationally in triples.

The duo helped Rio Grande equal 
the school's single-season record for 
wins (47) en route to a River States 
Conference regular season and tour-
nament championship.

The RedStorm got to within two 
wins of the NAIA World Series, but 
lost to Milligan (Tenn.) University 
in the championship game of the 
Lawrenceville (Ga.) Bracket of the 
NAIA National Tournament Opening 
Round.

Southern Oregon senior infielder/
pitcher Lauren Quirke was named 
the NAIA Player of the Year, while 
senior Emily Cerny of Science & Arts 
of Oklahoma was honored as the 
NAIA Pitcher of the Year.

Quirke had an amazing final year 
at Southern Oregon, finishing the 

season ranked top five in different 
statistical categories, including No. 
1 in total hits with 101. She is a 
two-time national champion, earning 
NAIA All-American second team in 
2019 and 2020.

Cerny graduates Science & Arts 
(Okla.) decorated with honors. The 
pitcher went the distance for the past 
four years for the Drovers and is a 
three-time First-Team All-American, 
as well as the 2018 NAIA Pitcher of 
the Year. She finished the 2021 season 
No. 1 in total wins (34) and No. 1in 
total innings pitched (257.1).

Indiana University Southeast 
pitcher Hannah Ogg, the River States 
Conference Pitcher of the Year, made 
the team as an honorable mention 
selection. She was the only other 
player from an RSC institution – out-
side of Webb and Brisker – to be rec-
ognized.
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Wood takes 4th 
in 400 meters at 
state track meet
Jim Walker
jim.walker@irontontribune.com

PICKERINGTON — 
Noah Wood found him-
self standing a little tall-
er than normal.

The Rock Hill Redmen 
senior sprinter was 
on the awards 
stand Saturday 
at the Ohio High 
School Athletic 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
Division 2 track 
and field meet.

Wood – who 
has signed to 
run at Ashland 
University – fin-
ished fourth in 
the 400-meter 
dash with a time 
of 49.12 seconds 
at Pickerington 
North High 
School.

The winner 
was Mason Louis 
of Bexley who ran 
a 47.54. He was followed 
by Jordan Dean of 
Cleveland Villa Angela-
St. Joseph at 47.74 
and Deasean Evans of 
Cleveland Glenville at 
48.35 seconds.

As a sophomore in 
2019, Wood ran in the 400 
meters and ran a 50.06 
time. There was no state 
meet last season due to 
the shutdowns from the 
COVID-19 panicdemic.

The two appearances 
in the state track meet 
matched his two appear-
ances in the state cross 
country meet. He has 
been a three-time All-
OVC track performer.

Ironton Fighting 
Tigers’ senior Quay 

Harrison cleared 
6-foot and fin-
ished tied for 
15th with Dustin 
Franks of Indian 
Lake.

The winner 
was Joey Walker 
of Jonathan 
Alder who leaped 
6-feet, 8-inches.

For his 
career, Harrison 
was a 3-time 
Ohio Valley 
Conference track 
and field cham-
pion, a 2-time 
Southeast Ohio 
district track and 
field champion 

capped by being named 
the 2021 Southeast 
District Track and Field 
Athlete of the Year, 
3-time All-OVC cross 
country, 3-time all-dis-
trict cross county, OVC 
138-pound class wres-
tling champion, Ohio 
High School Athletic 
Association track and 
field finalist and Ironton 
High School Dole/
Markin Athletic Award.

Wood

Harrison

When the news came on 
Friday morning, it was 
unquestionably a sur-

prise, even a little shocking.
The word spread quickly that 

young 49-year-old J.D. Cyrus had 
died of an apparent heart attack.

Immediately there was an out-
pouring showing of sympathy for 
the family, especially his mother 
Sharon Wylie Price, his father 
Dave Cyrus and brother Josh 
Bator.

The Ironton community and 
more so the Fighting Tigers’ 
football family had lost a former 
great player. J.D. was one of the 
best linemen to play at Ironton 
and formed a formidable tandem 
along with J.D. Coffman as they 
lined up at guard and tackle for 
the 1989 Division 3 state champi-
onship team.

Both Cyrus and Coffman signed 
with Marshall but tragedy hit 
Coffman in his freshman season 
as a rare staph infection claimed 
his life at the age of 19. Cyrus 
went on to start at center for the 
Thundering Herd and was an 
all-conference selection and was 
a starter for the 1992 NCAA 1-AA 
national championship team.

J.D. Cyrus was a great football 
player, but that’s not who he 

was. Being a good football player 
was something that J.D. did.

I have covered a lot of play-
ers throughout my career and 
I’ve known the players and the 
families, some ever more than 
others. J.D.’s grandfather Jay 
Wylie lived on the corner near 
my father-in-law and it was hard 
not to see him out working in 
his yard. Jay Wylie loved all his 
grandchildren but he always 
referred to J.D. as “number one 
grandson.” His pride in J.D. 
nearly exploded from his chest.

J.D. had a great smile and he 
flashed it all the time. He was 
kind to everyone but he was one 
tough individual. He loved play-
ing football. He also loved being 
ornery.

Ironton fullback Heath 
Brownstead was J.D.’s cousin. 
Now, Cyrus and Coffman were 
able to dominate most opposing 
defensive linemen and Cyrus 
knew it wasn’t a problem to open 
a hole for Brownstead. The thing 
Heath had to worry about was 
those linebackers or defensive 
backs coming up too quickly to 
try and stop him.

Brownstead was one of the best 
fullbacks Ironton has had during 
the past 50 years and even when 

a player knew he was coming, 
there was a lot of punishment 
dished out when making the 
tackle. Cyrus loved coming to 
line of scrimmage and tell the 
defense that they were running 
the fullback in the hole between 
him and Coffman.

Brownstead would tell Cyrus 
to stop it and J.D. would just 
laugh.

No matter what J.D. had in 
his plans, when his mom Sharon 
spoke, he listened. No one loved 
their mother any more than J.D.

It was easy to talk with J.D. He 
loved being around people and 
engaging in conversation. And 
the big thing was his ability to 
listen more than he would say. 
He was laid back but strong and 
tough.

J.D. was no different than any 
of us. He wasn’t on a path to 
sainthood, but he was on the 
path to help others if possible.

J.D. Cyrus will be remembered 
by many as a great football play-
er. In my memory book, those 
accomplishments will be in later 
chapters. There’s a lot of other 
things I’ll remember first.

—————
Jim Walker is sports editor 

emeritus of The Ironton Tribune.

TOP LEFT: J.D. Cyrus looks on from the sidelines as he watches the Marshall defense; BOTTOM LEFT: Cyrus (55) blocks a 
Western Carolina defensive lineman; TOP RIGHT: Four former Ironton Fighting Tigers football player were teammates for 
the Marshall Thundering Herd in 1990. Kneeling left to right are quarterback Mark Lutz and wide receiver Bobby Lutz; 
standing left to right are J.D. Coffman and J.D. Cyrus. (Tribune File Photo)

Loss of Cyrus brings fond memories

Rio’s Webb named 2nd NAIA softball All-American

Browns’ coach gets DUI
CLEVELAND (AP) — 

Cleveland Browns chief 
of staff Callie Brownson 
could face discipline 
from the team and the 
NFL for drunken driv-
ing charges.

One of just a handful 
of female coaches in the 
league, Brownson was 
arrested last month with 
a blood-alcohol level 
twice the legal threshold 
for driving in Ohio. She's 
starting her second sea-
son with the Browns.

According to court 
documents, Brownson 
was charged with 

drunken driving on 
May 27 in Brunswick, 
Ohio. She was driving 
55 mph in a 35 mph zone 
when she was stopped 
at 12:27 a.m. Police said 
her blood-alcohol con-
tent was .215. The state’s 
legal limit is .08.

The team released a 
statement on Tuesday 
night.

“We are aware of 
the incident and are 
extremely disappointed 
that a member of our 
organization put them-
selves in this situation,” 
the statement said.


