
Just when you think you’ve 
got it bad…

Whether you are fans 
of the Pittsburgh Pirates, 
Baltimore Orioles, Detroit 
Tigers, Minnesota Twins, 
Colorado Rockies or the Texas 
Rangers, things aren’t as bad 
as they are for the fans of the 
Arizona Diamondbacks.

The Diamondbacks set a 
record Thursday but it’s not 
the kind of performance anyone 
wants. The record 
the D-Backs set 
was in futility.

The record? 
Arizona not only 
tied the record for 
consecutive road 
losses with 22 but 
went a step further 
and broke it. The 
D-Backs lost all 
four games to the San Francisco 
Giants to start the past week 
including a 10-3 spanking on 
Thursday that gave them 23 
straight failures at opponent 
ballparks.

Arizona also set a record by hav-
ing two 13-game losing streaks in 
the same season. The current los-
ing steak is actually 14.

The 1963 New York Mets and 
the 1943 Philadelphia Athletics 
shared the record for consec-
utive road losses with 22. The 
1969 Oakland Athletics lost 
20 in a row while the 1945 
Athletics, 1985 Pirates and the 
1933 Cincinnati Reds all lost 19 
straight away from home.

Now, anyone who has been 
around a high school state 
championship game or even 
district and regional title games 
has heard the famous song “We 
Are The Champions” by Queen.

But no one ever does a song 
celebrating a dubious accom-
plishment.

Until now.
With all due respect to 

Queen, here is a song parody 
of their chart-busting hit that 
pays, uh, well, tribute to the 
so-called accomplishments of 
the Diamondbacks.

We Are The Chumpions
(Verse)
The tickets are paid
And it’s game time
This is my sentence
And a D-Back my crime
We’ve made mistakes
OK, quite a few
We’ve had more than our 

share of road games
And we always lose.
(The losing goes on and on 

and on and on)

(Chorus)
We are the chumpions dear 

fans
And we’ll keep losing so the 

mark stands
We are the chumpions
We are the chumpions
It’s time for losing
‘Cause we are the chumpions 

of the road.

(Verse)
I’ve taken my lumps
Heard all the cat calls
It’s brought me shame and 

torture and everything that 
goes with it

It’s one long, hard fall
It’s been no bed of roses
No pleasure cruise
I considered hiding from the 

whole human race
‘Cause we always lose
(The losing goes on and on 

and on and on)
(Back to Chorus)
I’m just glad Freddie Mercury 

isn’t alive to hear this.
————
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COAL GROVE — It’s Father’s Day 
and you’re trying to figure out what 
to get dad besides a necktie that he’ll 
probably never wear.

About a year and a half ago, Chelsea 
Blagg decided the best gift she could 
give her father Kevin Markins was, 
uh, well, a kidney.

No, this isn’t a page out of the Dr. 
Frankenstein book. Actually, it’s one 
of the greatest acts of love a child can 
give their parent.

Kevin Markins was literally facing 
death. A Type-1 diabetic, for some 
reason both his kidneys suddenly 
began to fail. The diagnosis changed 
dramatically to a mere three months.

But his daughter Chelsea was not 
about to let that happen. Without hes-
itation, Chelsea stepped forward and 
said she would donate her kidney.

Despite her desires, dad wasn’t 
going to let it happen. He was 57 at 
the time and felt he had lived a good 
life. He didn’t want to put his daugh-
ter through such an ordeal.

Kevin’s dialysis began in September 
of 2017 and continued until he finally 
relented and let Chelsea have her 
way and help save her father’s life. 
He had his surgery Dec. 7, 2019.

All of this adversity was something 
none of them had even come close to 
experiencing during their lives.

Kevin was an All-Ohio running 
back for the Coal Grove Hornets and 
teamed with Randy Hardy to form 
one of the best one-two backfield tan-

dems in the program’s history. He 
signed to play at Eastern Kentucky.

He also played baseball and — with 
excellent speed — ran track.

Chelsea played volleyball, softball 
and track but she was an outstand-
ing basketball player who signed 
with Shawnee State. She set the Lady 
Hornets’ all-time scoring record in 
2007 before it was broken this past 
season by Addi Dillow.

Even as a Type-1 diabetic, Kevin 
had hardly any other health issues.

“They decided one day they (his 
kidneys) were going to shut down. 
The doctors told me I‘d have like five 
to 10 years before I’d have to start 
dialysis. Nope. It was three years 
later. They don’t know if it was med-
icine or what because everything 
else was fine except for my kidneys,” 
Kevin said.

“After they went, I started going 
fast. And I was awful reluctant about 
this one (Chelsea) giving me a kid-
ney. I told her no five million times. 

I’ve never told her ‘no’ in my life. It 
was two years later that I finally gave 
in.”

When the doctors told the family 
Kevin’s kidneys were failing, it was 
Chelsea who came up with the idea to 
give one of her kidneys to her father.

As the operation drew closer, 
Chelsea said she had no anxiety.

“Really, I was excited,” she said. 
“It was this one (pointing to her dad) 
who was scared when we got into the 
waiting room. I was just ready for 
him to feel better.”

Although Chelsea was just wanting 
her father to feel better, the medicine 
she received before the surgery to 
make sure she wouldn’t be scared or 
nervous had quite an effect on her.

“I was singing to the doctors,” said 
Chelsea with a laugh.

Kevin said he wasn’t worried about 
the surgery.

“I was worried about this one,” he 
said, again pointing to Chelsea.

Ironically, Kevin was fine once he 

came out of recovery but that wasn’t 
the case for Chelsea.

“He was perfectly fine. He got right 
out of bed. Me, on the other hand, 
it was a good three weeks,” Chelsea 
said whose body struggled because 
she was healthy and had never been 
on any kind of medicine.

“And they cut me and they didn’t 
tell me they were going to cut me. 
But after those three weeks, it wasn’t 
even like I had surgery.”

Kevin had spent most of his time off 
his feet for several weeks but showed 
no ill effects after the surgery when 
he got right out of bed.

“I hadn’t walked in a while,” said 
Kevin who then lamented how his 
daughter had reacted after the surgery. 
“I didn’t like that part of it at all.”

Eventually, the recovery process 
became a healing process and the 
pain and problems began to disap-
pear. Three months following the 
surgery, Chelsea said there were no 
lingering effects.

“I would never even know that I 
only had one kidney,” said Chelsea.

But Chelsea and Kevin weren’t 
the only ones involved in what was 
happening. Gina Markins, Kevin’s 
wife and Chelsea’s mother, played an 
important role as well.

Gina was a cheerleader growing 
up in Springfield, Ohio, and she was 
fully aware of what athletics were 
all about between her husband and 
daughter. But more so was her total 
concern for their health.

“I stayed out of the decision making 
because that’s my baby and that’s my 
husband. I said ‘I’m not making the 
decision for you. I can’t.’ But then 
Chelsea was bound and determined 
she was going to do it and he finally 
agreed,” said Gina.

A Fathers’ Day gift that keeps on giving
Daughter Chelsea gives 
her kidney to father 
Kevin for the gift of life

Kevin Markins makes his daughter Chelsea Blagg laugh as they recall a memorable 
moment from his ordeal of kidney failure. Chelsea donated one of her kidneys to keep her 
father alive. (Photo By Tim Gearhart)
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Diamondbacks futility 
inspires a new song

Cincinnati Reds rookie Jonathan India (6) is greeted at home plate by Tyler Stephenson after his two-
run home run in the top of the ninth gave the Reds a temporary 4-2 lead. San Diego scored three 
times in the bottom of the ninth to win 5-4 on Thursday. (Denis Poroy/Getty Images Courtesy of The 
Cincinnati Reds.com)

Padres use HRs to snap Reds’ win streak
SAN DIEGO (AP) — The first sellout 

crowd at Petco Park since 2019 was treated 
to Fernando Tatis Jr.’s electrifying solo 
home run in the sixth inning and Victor 
Caratini’s game-winning, two-run shot in 
the ninth.

In between, Manny Machado and Eric 
Hosmer also homered for the Padres, who 
recovered from closer Mark Melancon’s 
blown save in Cincinnati’s four-run ninth 
to take a 6-4 thriller against the Reds on 
Thursday night.

“It felt like more than a win, for a lot of 
reasons,” manager Jayce Tingler said as 
fireworks went off over the downtown ball-
park to put a capper on what was billed as 
“San Diego’s Opening Day.”

Caratini homered two batters after Eric 
Hosmer hit a tying, two-run homer in the 
ninth, a crazy finish on a night when the 
Padres, who made the playoffs last year 
after a 13-year drought, celebrated the ball-
park returning to full capacity following 

the state’s reopening plan that went into 
effect Tuesday.

But the Padres had to work for this 
one after the Reds rallied for four runs 
in the ninth against Melancon, includ-
ing a go-ahead, two-run homer by rookie 
Jonathan India.

Machado drew a leadoff walk against 
Ryan Hendrix and Hosmer homered with 
one out. Amir Garrett (0-2) came on and 
allowed Jake Cronenworth’s single and 
then Caratini’s shot into the left-field seats. 
It was Hosmer’s sixth homer and Caratini’s 
fifth.

“It was the first time Melancon’s really 
given up anything without an inherited 
runner, so to be able to pick him up after so 
many times he’s picked us up through the 
year, and then the magical finish there.” 
Tingler said. “This one feels like more than 
just a regular win.”
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