
With 28.8 seconds to go and 
his team down by 12 points, 
Medina boys basketball coach 

Chris Hassinger removed center Chris-
tian Howard from the game for the 
final time and urged 200 Bees fans in 
attendance to get up on their feet.

Moments later, during the same 
delay in play, senior shooting guard 
Brandon Geschke exited for the last 
time and embraced his 
father Bill, a Medina 
assistant coach.

Finally, with 25.2 
ticks on the clock, 
Bees point guard 
Corey Tripp went to 
the bench, where one 
of the best players 
in program history 
exchanged hugs with 
Hassinger and a num-
ber of teammates.

It was enough to 
make a grown man cry.

But the Bees, who lost 
65-55 to Greater Cleve-
land Conference rival 
Mentor on Saturday after-
noon in the Twinsburg Division I Regional 
final, barely shed a tear.

“There’s hardly any tears in there,” 
Hassinger said, motioning toward the 
Medina locker room. “Everyone is joyful 
with what we accomplished. Only the 
guys in that locker room and the coaches 
thought we could go this far. Those three 
guys took our program to another level.”

The only seniors on Medina’s roster, 
Tripp, Howard and Geschke took the 
Bees where only two other teams in 
school history — and three in Medina 
County — had gone.

Class AAA Wadsworth in 1981 and 
Medina in 1983 are the lone county 
teams to appear in the state tournament. 
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Wadworth’s Jaxon Joy, top, controls St Edward’s Ryan Bennett in the Division I 
106-pound state championship match.

WRESTLING: DIVISION I STATE TOURNAMENT

Brothers in bronze
Grizzlies have seven placers, take third place

Brad Bournival
The Gazette

HILLIARD — Move the Divi-
sion I state tournament out of 
Columbus. Change the war-
mup room. Reduce the num-
ber of mats from 10 to four.

None of that matters. The 
Wadsworth wrestling team is 
going to finish in the top 10, if 
not the top five.

That happened again Sun-
day, when the Grizzlies fin-
ished third behind St. Edward 
and Brecksville at Hilliard 
Darby High School, which 
hosted instead of The Schot-
tenstein Center.

“We just work hard every 

day in the practice room,” 
126-pounder Mikey Lewar-
chick said. “We do everything 
little. We do everything right. 
We pick each other up every 
time and work to do better.

“If there’s pressure, I feel 
like you manifest winning. You 
don’t ever manifest losing. You 
don’t ever think about any-

thing other than winning and 
see what happens after that.”

That has played out time 
and again for a program that is 
used to success.

T h e  G r i z z l i e s  b r o k e 
St. Edward’s D-I stranglehold 
in 2010, when they outlasted 
the Eagles for the team title.

Since then, they have Sun-
day’s second-place finish, 
thirds in 2011 and 2018, a 
fourth 2017 and fifths in 2015 
and 2019.

Since the turn of the cen-
tury, Wadsworth has finished 
in the top 10 a total of 19 
times.

Lewarchick Brugh

See GRIZZLIES, B3

Ultimate respect
REGIONAL BOYS BASKETBALL: MENTOR 65, MEDINA 55

Poor shooting, 
Chicone stretch 
put Bees in hole

Albert Grindle
The Gazette

TWINSBURG — Star point guard 
Luke Chicone hugged teammate Kyle 
Culler at the buzzer, took flight with 
Jonah Waag for a chest bump and 
celebrated with the rest of his Mentor 
boys basketball team for a mere 10 
seconds Saturday after winning the 
Twinsburg Division I Regional cham-
pionship 65-55 over Medina.

Chicone then trotted directly to Bees 
coach Chris Hassinger for a handshake 
and hug with the rest of the Cardinals 
in tow. Mentor respected Medina too 
much to let the moment pass, because 
the Bees have been one of the select 

few who have given 
the undefeated Cardi-
nals a reason to sweat 
all season.

The feeling was 
mutual in the Medina 
locker room after-
ward. The Bees’ best 
shots weren’t enough 
to beat Mentor on 
Jan. 8 (76-65), Feb. 4 
(76-70) or Saturday 
(65-55), but that was 
OK because the Car-
dinals, who will play 
Centerville (24-3) on 
Saturday in the state 
semifinals, were a 
worthy rival. 

“This is a great team. This is a team 
that can win states,” Medina cen-
ter Christian Howard said of Mentor. 
“There’s no shame losing to them. 
They’re 25-0 for a reason.

“(The mutual respect is) just because 
of our rivalry and how hard we play 
against each other. Some of them we 
know from AAU and all that, but that’s 
real class. They worked their hardest, 
and we worked our hardest. Good luck 
to them in the tournament.”

Poor shooting and a short, deadly 
stretch by Chicone all but decided this 
one early. Medina (18-7) made 5-of-13 
field goals (1-of-6 3-pointers) in the first 
quarter, 3-of-10 (1-of-3) in the second 
and missed its first three attempts of the 
third, making the Bees 8-for-26 by that 
point. They did make 16 of their final 
26 attempts but still were 2-for-16 from 
beyond the arc overall. RUSS GIFFORD / GAZETTE

Medina’s Corey Tripp, right, and Jajuan Jackson share a hug in the final minute.See BEES, B2
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This team
was always
pure class

Tripp

Howard

Hassinger

Geschke

MEN’S BASKETBALL: ILLINOIS 91, OHIO STATE 88

Washington’s career game not enough for Buckeyes
Michael Marot

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — No. 3 Illinois 
accomplished one major goal. The 

next one will be even 
more difficult.

As the Fighting 
I l l ini  celebrated 
their first Big Ten 
Tournament title 
since 2005 with a 
91-88 overtime vic-
tory over No. 9 Ohio 

State on Sunday, they quickly turned 
the focus to their No. 1 seed in the 
NCAA Tournament and the opportu-
nity it presents.

”It was crazy, thinking about all 
the things we’ve accomplished and 
knowing how I came on my visit 
with coach (Brad) Underwood and 
I told him these are the things we 
can accomplish,” Ayo Dosunmu said 
after being named the tourney’s Most 

Outstanding Player. “So to get up 
there, cut that net down and see that 
No. 1 seed come up there, it’s just an 
unreal feeling.”

Especially given the oddities of this 
season.

Despite playing the regular season 
in front of minimal fans, the Illini (23-6) 
hoisted the trophy underneath the mid-
court video board and watched the selec-
tion show with a throng of loud, orange-

clad fans inside Lucas Oil Stadium.
It all seemed perfectly aligned for 

the deep and versatile Illini.
Dosunmu, Kofi Cockburn and 

Andre Curbello all scored 16 points. 
Cockburn and Dosunmu each had 
nine rebounds and they made the 
key plays in overtime. Cockburn sank 
the go-ahead free throws with 1:39 
to go, Dosunmu followed that with a 
back-breaking 15-footer with 50 sec-

onds left to make it 84-81 and Illinois 
finally sealed it at the free-throw line.

Illinois will start its next quest 
against 16th-seeded Drexel on Fri-
day, having won seven straight over-
all and 14-of-15 with six consecutive 
wins over top-10 foes.

Duane Washington Jr. had a career-
high 32 points and Justice Sueing 
added 22 as the Buckeyes refused to 
go away despite the numerous times 
Illinois appeared to be in control.

See NOLAND, B2

OSU will play Oral Roberts on Friday in NCAA Tournament

See OSU, B2Washington



Chicone scored a remarkable 12 points 
in a 2:10 stretch spanning the first and 
second quarters to give the Cardinals 
(25-0) an 11-point lead that never went 
below nine the rest of the afternoon. The 
odds of victory took a further hit when 
Mentor grabbed three straight offensive 
rebounds to set up a 3-pointer by hob-
bled Kent State quarterback recruit Ian 
Kipp that pushed the score to 30-14 with 
3:30 left in the half.

Medina correctly played percentages, 
forcing Chicone right and allowing sub-
30% 3-point shooters Waag and Steven 
Key breathing room on the perimeter, 
where they made only 2-of-8 attempts. 
The Bees also situationally fouled 57.8% 
free throw shooter Key, but the shooting 
guard responded by making his first six 
attempts.  

There was little else Medina could have 
done from an execution standpoint other 
than rebound a bit more efficiently.

“I’m extremely proud of them,” Hassinger 
said. “It was just one of those things where 
we couldn’t hit a shot.”

“Really, once they got on a run, we kind 
of panicked a little bit,” Howard added. 
“That made us exposed and (Chicone) 
found out we were all over the place. We 
couldn’t buckle down fast, and they got 
the lead on us.”

With the rest of their team shooting 
6-for-20, Howard and point guard Corey 
Tripp tried their best to force the action. 
Howard finished with 12 points and 
eight rebounds (5 offensive), while Tripp 
scored 14 of his game-high 28 points 
during a never-say-die rally attempt in 
the fourth quarter that gave him 1,325 in 
his 100-game career.

Waag made 14-of-18 free throws, 
including 7-of-10 in the fourth, to fin-
ish with 19 points and nine rebounds. 
Chicone added 18 points, four rebounds 
and two assists, Key had 13 points and 
Culler (8) and Kipp (7) made clutch 
spot-up 3-pointers that contributed to 
the first-half lead.

Down 32-19 at halftime, Medina 
showed its trademark fight and cut the 
score to 41-32 late in the third quarter. 
The Cardinals didn’t appear to have any-
thing set up offensively in the closing 
moments of the period, but Waag bailed 
them out by dribbling around for 15 sec-
onds before burying a step-back fade-
away 3-pointer shortly before the buzzer.

Again leading double digits, Mentor 
expertly ran a spread offense for layups 
or free throws. The Cardinals attempted 
only six shots from the floor and were 
15-for-23 at the line in the fourth.

“We got them in the huddle and said 
we were tired of getting stomped on,” 
Hassinger said. “We were licking our 
wounds, but everyone got a little ticked 
off and you saw some fight there.

“We even had two guys out there and 
(Waag) was contested. That was a killer. 
That was a momentum killer.”

Medina fell short in its bid to join 
the 1983 Bees and 1981 Wadsworth as 
Medina County state qualifiers. The Bees 
remained proud of what they accom-
plished, especially considering the sched-
ule they endured during the once-in-a-
lifetime season impacted by COVID-19.

Medina’s other losses came by single 
digits to Richmond Heights, St. Ignatius 
and Buchtel — all three also played in 
regional finals — as well as International 
Sports Academy, a prep school loaded 
with D-I college talent. Mentor and St. 
Ignatius could play each other for the 
state championship this weekend.

Above all, though, the bond of a 
relaxed, chemistry-laden group will last 
a lifetime.

“I love these guys,” Howard said. “Mostly 
I’m going to remember is making it this far. 
Only two other (Medina) teams have done 
this. This was a great run by us.”

Contact Albert Grindle at (330) 721-4043 
or agrindle@medina-gazette.com.

Mentor 65, Medina 55
Twinsburg Division I Regional Final

MENTOR                                  18  14  12  21  —  65
MEDINA                                   12   7   13  23  —  55

Mentor — Kyle Culler 2-4 2-4 8, Jonah Waag 2-8 14-18 
19, Andrew Smith 0-3 0-0 0, Steven Key 3-6 6-8 13, Luke 
Chicone 6-14 4-5 18, Ian Kipp 3-5 0-0 7, Cael Gray 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 16-40 26-35 65.

Medina — Brandon Geschke 2-7 0-0 5, Bryce Beech 2-6 
0-0 5, Christian Howard 5-9 2-2 12, Carter Hipp 0-1 0-0 0, 
Corey Tripp 13-23 2-3 28, Jajuan Jackson 2-5 0-0 4, Matt 
Spatny 0-0 0-1 0, Michael Rodak 0-1 0-0 0, Drew Hensley 0-0 
0-0 0, Brennen Schramm 0-0 1-3 1, Tre Hammond 0-0 0-0 0. 
TOTALS: 24-52 5-9 55.

3-point goals — Mentor 7-21 (Culler 2-4, Chicone 2-6, Key 
1-3, Kipp 1-3, Waag 1-5), Medina 2-16 (Geschke 1-4, Beech 
1-5, Hipp 0-1, Jackson 0-2, Tripp 0-4). Rebounds — Mentor 
25 (Waag 9), Medina 23 (Howard 8). Assists — Chicone 9 
(Culler, Waag 3), Medina 8 (Hipp 3). Turnovers — Mentor 
8 (Chicone 3), Medina 9 (Howard, Hipp, Tripp 2). Fouls — 
Mentor 12, Medina 22. Fouled out — None. Technical foul 
— Medina coach Chris Hassinger. Records — Mentor (25-0), 
Medina (18-7).
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The classy, mature, fun-lov-
ing 2021 Bees wanted des-
perately to end that 38-year 
drought, but will have to settle 
for joining the 2012 Medina 
team as just the fourth county 
squad to reach a regional 
championship game.

“I want to cherish it 
and reflect back on all the 
moments,” Tripp said. “There’s 
heartbreak when you play the 
final game of your high school 
career, yeah, but it’s still a 
moment I’ll never forget.”

Nor should he.
The 6-foot-3 point guard 

scored 28 points as the Bees 
(18-7) fell to the Cardinals (25-
0), giving him a school-record 
1,325 for his magnificent four-
year career.

An incredibly hard-working, 
talented and mature young 
man who never put himself 
ahead of the team, Tripp has 
college offers from the New 
Jersey Institute of Technology, 
Bowling Green, Cleveland State, 
Miami (Ohio) and Youngstown 
State. Northern Kentucky, 
Duquesne, Loyola-Chicago and 
Murray State have expressed 
strong interest, and Big Ten 
member Purdue is in the pic-
ture as well.

“He’s not a ‘me’ guy. He’s 
a ‘we’ guy,” Hassinger said. 
“There’s no drama with him. 
With most stars, there’s at least 
some drama. With Corey, it’s 
always about the team.”

The 6-4 Howard, who also 
plans to continue playing in 
college, had 12 points and eight 
rebounds in his final game 
while displaying his trademark 
low-post moves and ability to 
grab tough rebounds in traffic. 
Projected by doctors to grow 
a few more inches — he won’t 
turn 18 until Sept. 16 — he’s 
improved by leaps and bounds 
but is still just scratching the 
surface.

“He was rough around the 
ages when he started in our 
program,” Hassinger said. 
“Now, he’s such a joy to watch 
play.”

Geschke, a four-year letter-
winner who will continue his 
career at Baldwin Wallace, is 6-1 

but deceivingly strong. There 
were times this season when 
he played point guard on one 
possession, defended a 6-6 post 
player on the next, then shifted 
to shooting guard the next trip 
down the floor.

“(Brandon’s) Mr. Everything,” 
Hassinger said. “He’s like a 
grown man out there because 
of his intellectual skills. He’s the 
utility man who can do a bit of 
everything.”

Unfortunately for the three 
seniors — and for rotational 
players Jajuan Jackson, Bryce 
Beech, Carter Hipp, Drew 
Hensley, Matt Spatny and 
Michael Rodak — Mentor was 
just a little better Saturday.

Again.
In improving to 5-1 against 

the Bees over the last two 
seasons, including a dou-
ble-overtime victory in the 
regional semifinals last year, the 
Cardinals got 19 points from 

power forward Jonah Waag, 18 
from tireless, great-to-watch, 
Youngstown State-bound point 
guard Luke Chicone and 13 
from shooting guard Steven Key.

Waag and Key are senior 
transfers who played huge 
roles in helping Mentor go 3-0 
against Medina this year, but 
Bob Krizancic’s program, like 
Hassinger’s, has always been 
above board.

Remember, this has been 
a unique, challenging season 
that was once in danger of not 
being played due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. Factor in 
the relationships high school 
kids build through AAU and it’s 
hard to blame Waag and Key 
for wanting to maximize their 
final seasons.

A very strong argument can 
be made that Medina would 
have beaten Mentor if Waag 
and Key hadn’t transferred, but 
Massillon Jackson, a 60-53 loser 

to the Cardinals in the regional 
semis, could make the same 
claim.

Tripp, Howard, Geschke and 
Co. knew the situation, but they 
wanted another shot at Mentor 
when the postseason started.

The Bees got it Saturday, but 
they didn’t make nearly enough 
shots in a 19-point first half that 
featured 1-for-9 3-point shoot-
ing and resulted in a 12-point 
deficit. Add an incredible 2:10 
stretch that featured 12 points 
from Chicone — Medina’s 
Swarm student section made 
the mistake of waking him 
up — and a contested, buzz-
er-beating 3-pointer by Waag 
that put Mentor back up 12 at 
the end of three quarters and it 
just wasn’t the Bees’ day.

The day, however, was still 
memorable for the Bees, whose 
season-long display of class, 
already extremely high, went 
up another notch following 
their final game of 2020-21. 
Tripp, Howard and Geschke 
patiently waited for postgame 
interviews, and they were as 
eloquent and gracious in defeat 
as they were in victory.

“Every year playing, we were 
a family,” Tripp said. “It was 
always fun, no matter what. 
That’s what I’ll remember. I’ll 
always stay in touch with these 
guys. This is my last time play-
ing with them, but I’ll always 
have their backs.”

“We had so much fun,” 
Geschke added. “This group, 
we all grew together. We all 
hang out together. Our rela-
tionships are so strong. We’re 
friends on the court and off. I 
feel thankful and grateful for 
every day, for every opportunity 
to play this game. I’ll never 
forget it. I think, no, I know we 
led this program. We’re each a 
piece to the puzzle.”

The three seniors, their 
teammates and Medina 
coaches then exited Twinsburg 
High, heads held high and eyes 
dry.

“We know there’s no shame 
in losing,” Howard said. “Every-
thing comes to an end at some 
point. We put our entire hearts 
into it. You can’t be sad about 
that.” 

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4046 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.

NOLAND
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Medina’s Christian Howard intercepts a Mentor pass 
intended for Jonah Waag.

BEES
From B1

RUSS GIFFORD / GAZETTE

Medina’s Carter Hipp drives against Mentor’s Jonah Waag.

MEN’S NCAA DIVISION I TOURNAMENT

Instead of withering in their 
fourth game in four days and 
being without forward Kyle 
Young for the second con-
secutive game, Ohio State 
(21-9) continually fought 
back. Coach Chris Holtmann 
expected that reaction from 
his team, which earned a No. 2 
seed in the NCAA Tournament.

“They have that resiliency, 
they have it, this group has 
that,” he said. “If you’ve fol-
lowed us, you know that.”

After missing their first nine 
shots and falling into an early 
27-10 deficit, Ohio State got 
within 40-35 at the half and 

as close as 47-45 early in the 
second half. When Illinois 
answered with a 10-1 run to 
make it 57-46, the Buckeyes 
again rallied and even took a 
67-65 lead with 5:35 left in reg-
ulation.

The Illini answered with 
seven straight but still couldn’t 
put it away. and Sueing’s three-
point play with 23.6 seconds 
left tied the score at 77. Two big 
defensive plays forced over-
time and then Cockburn and 
Dosunmu delivered, ending 
one chapter of this season and 
beginning another.

“It’s time to make history,” 
Dosunmu said. “It’s time to 
dig deeper, to focus in a little 
more, but winning this Big Ten 
championship is great.”

OSU
From B1

Eddie Pells
The Associated Press

The biggest unknown lead-
ing into a March Madness 
bracket reveal more than a 
year in the making had noth-
ing to do with bubble teams 
or top seeds. Instead, it was 
the not-so-simple matter of 
which programs would be 
healthy enough to play.

Kansas and Virginia, two 
programs hit with COVID-
19 breakouts over the past 
week, made it into the bracket 
released Sunday by the NCAA 
selection committee. It was a 
signal that both teams believe 
they’ll have enough healthy 
players to be ready for their 
tip-offs next weekend.

That there was any doubt 
about the Jayhawks and 
defending champion Cav-
aliers securing spots in the 
68-team field was the most 
jarring reminder that the 2021 
tournament itself will look 
and feel much different than 
any that’s come before.

“The one thing I’ve found 
out through this, probably as 
much as anybody, is expect 
the unexpected,” Kansas 
coach Bill Self said.

A year after the tournament 
was canceled as the COVID-19 
virus was mushrooming into 
a worldwide pandemic, all 68 
teams will gather in Indiana 
for all 67 games beginning 
Thursday and ending April 3 
and 5 with the Final Four. But 
all it takes is a single COVID 
outbreak to upend the finely 
calibrated beauty of that plan. 
Multiple outbreaks could cra-
ter the entire endeavor.

Selection committee chair 
Mitch Barnhart said the com-
mittee was in frequent con-
tact with leaders at Kansas 
and Virginia to ensure “the 
protocols were being met that 
would allow them to come to 
Indianapolis and participate.”

“We’re confident at this 
point that we’re moving for-
ward to tip off Thursday with 
a full field of 68,” Barnhart 
said.

Virginia coach Tony Ben-
nett said most of his team 
remained in quarantine Sun-
day night but expected to be 
in Indy this week.

There were no surprises 
among the four No. 1 seeds. 
Gonzaga, Baylor, Illinois and 
Michigan earned those slots 
— with the Bulldogs the early 
2-1 favorite to win it all and 
become the first team since 
the 1976 Indiana Hoosiers to 
finish a season undefeated.

There was also none of the 
traditional drama about who 
was going where — which 
team was getting shipped to 
Boise, which was staying close 
to home in Memphis. The 
NCAA did, however, keep the 
names of the regions — East, 
West, Midwest and South — 
even though everyone’s gath-
ering together in a single city.

The last of the 37 at-large 
bids went to Drake and Wich-
ita State, which play Thurs-
day in a First Four game, and 
UCLA and Michigan State, 
two decorated programs with 
surprisingly low seeds that 
meet in another play-in game.

Four teams that didn’t 
make it — Louisville, Colo-
rado State, St. Louis and Mis-
sissippi — have been put on 
standby. They could find their 
way into the bracket if a team 
in the field notifies the NCAA 
by Tuesday night that it must 
withdraw because of health 
concerns. After that, if a team 
pulls out, its opponent will 
advance via what is essen-
tially a forfeit.

Fittingly for such an unpre-
dictable season, some teams 

hoping to sneak in off the 
bubble were denied when 
Oregon State, picked last in its 
conference in some preseason 
polls, and Georgetown, a sto-
ried program coached by its 
own former superstar, Patrick 
Ewing, won their conference 
tournaments to steal bids they 
wouldn’t otherwise have won.

“It’s a different year. Dif-
ferent world,” Ewing said. 
“The pandemic has definitely 
changed everything. I’m here 
quarantining in a room for 24 
to 48 hours before we can get 
out and do things.”

Another unexpected entry 
is a familiar face: Rick Pitino. 
The coach, ousted at Louis-
ville after a sordid recruiting 
scandal that enveloped the 
program for years, led his new 
team, Iona, from the ninth 
seed in the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference all the 
way to the league title and 
the automatic bid that comes 
with it. Pitino said he’ll bring 
eight suits to Indy, just in case.

Big talk for a team that 
played only 13 regular-season 
games because of COVID-19 
concerns that sidelined the 
Gaels for weeks. It was that 
kind of season.

Speaking of which, for the 
first time since 1976, both 
Duke and Kentucky will both 
be missing from the tourna-
ment. Like Virginia and Kan-
sas, Duke pulled out of its 
conference tournament last 
week because of COVID-19., 
marking the end of a 13-11 
season that never got on track.

Virginia and Kansas were 
never in doubt until the coro-
navirus hit both programs. 
The Jayhawks (20-8) will bring 
a No. 3 seed into the tour-
nament’s West region (The 
NCAA chose to keep the usual 
geographical names of the 
regions even though every-
one’s playing in the same 
place) while the Cavaliers 
(18-6) will be a 4 seed in the 
same part of the bracket. They 
come in as the most unusual 
of defending champions.

They won it all in 2019, and 
were poised for the run at a 
repeat last March when sports 
got wiped off the map by the 
still-nascent pandemic.

A year later, sports are back, 
but the hoops the NCAA is 
jumping through to make this 
tournament go are a symbol 
of how far we are from nor-
mal.

The decision to place all 
the games in and around the 
Indianapolis area is a first-of-
its-kind move. Also unique are 
the quarantine-like situations 
all teams will be under during 
their stay. Players will get 
their own rooms and teams 
will have their own floors in 
a cluster of hotels around the 
downtown convention center. 
That facility, usually a mag-
net for fan fests and coaching 
conferences, will turn into the 
practice and meeting area for 
all the teams. Players will have 
to produce negative tests for 
seven days before arriving in 
Indianapolis to be eligible to 
play.

In one of its most eye-grab-
bing tidbits,  the NCAA 
announced that if a team is 
hit with the virus but still has 
five players who can pass the 
protocol, that’s enough to get 
on the floor for tip-off.

All par for the course and 
part of the plan for March 
Madness during a pandemic.

“This year has been unlike 
any other year we’ve ever been 
through,” said Tad Boyle, the 
coach of fifth-seeded Colo-
rado. “And I’m hopeful unlike 
anything we’ll go through 
again.”

Life in the bubble
Bracket makes anticipated return
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