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When talent, cost and fit are 
considered, Cincinnati’s Carl 
Lawson tops my list. Lawson 
may end up back with the Ben-
gals, but they didn’t use the 
franchise tag to guarantee his 
return and he’s expected to test 
the market.

Lawson (6-foot-2,  265 
pounds) was a fourth-round 
pick out of Auburn in 2017 and 
didn’t become a starter until 
this season, so his best days 
are ahead. He had 8.5 sacks as a 
rookie and 5.5 this year but has 
never had a player like Garrett 
on the other side.

Lawson, 25, plays hard, is 
athletic and should feast on 
the single teams prevalent 
with Garrett drawing so much 
attention. The risk is that he’ll 
never reach double-digit sacks, 

but the No. 2 end on most 
teams comes with deficiencies. 
Lawson is worth $8 million-$10 
million a year if the Browns can 
get him for that.

New Orleans’ Trey Hendrick-
son (6-4, 270) is my second 
choice. The 26-year-old was a 
third-round pick out of Florida 
Atlantic in 2017 and jumped 
from 4.5 sacks in 2019 to 13.5 
sacks in 2020 after becoming 
a full-time starter for the first 
time.

He doesn’t play as strong 
against the run as his size sug-
gests and only played 53 per-
cent of the snaps but he’s fast, 
can get to the quarterback in 
multiple ways and never stops 
hustling. The Browns would 
expect more snaps for $10 mil-
lion a year and the concern is 
he’s a one-year wonder, but the 
consistent effort this season 
convinced me he’s worth it.

Detroit’s Romeo Okwara, 25, 

would be next on my list. He 
could be higher in the Browns’ 
ranking if they value power 
over speed opposite Garrett, 
who’s the ideal combination of 
both.

Okwara (6-4, 263) played 
inside and outside for the Lions 
and doesn’t have the bend or 
burst of Lawson, but he still 
managed 10 sacks. He had 7.5 
in 2018 before 1.5 in 2019, so 
he’s not a flash in the pan.

Yannick Ngakoue has a 
strong resume but only played 
part time for the Ravens and 
doesn’t have the burst of the 
other candidates.

Berry should act quickly in 
securing the pass rusher. The 
need is too great to get cute 
and hope to find a bargain later 
in free agency.

The $25 million in salary cap 
space allows for an expensive 
signing, and defensive end 
should be it. I would be sur-

prised if the Browns don’t have 
a deal done by Wednesday.

They’ll still need another end 
after releasing Adrian Clayborn 
on Tuesday, but can wait for a 
cheaper veteran later in free 
agency or an early round draft 
pick. I’d get one of each.

Berry’s work won’t be done if 
he signs Lawson, Hendrickson 
or any of the other pass rush-
ers. Step 2 should be landing a 
cornerback.

I’d try to re-sign Terrance 
Mitchell, who played more 
than 1,000 snaps in 2020 in 
place of the injured Greedy 
Williams. The solid perfor-
mance as a starter could push 
Mitchell out of the Browns’ 
price range on the open mar-
ket, but he’s a valuable veteran 
to have if Williams and a rookie 
aren’t ready.

If Mitchell leaves, I’d focus 
on a cheaper option with slot 
experience. Kevin Johnson 

battled through some difficult 
circumstances last year, but an 
upgrade is in order. The Jets’ 
Brian Poole and Pittsburgh’s 
Mike Hilton would be my top 
targets.

Berry can wait to execute the 
rest of his plan. The market will 
be loaded with talent and he 
can be choosy and stingy with 
the offers.

When the time is right, I’d 
take a flier on Colts safety 
Malik Hooker, who’s been beset 
with injuries but is a really 
good player. A speedy receiver 
would also be on the list, per-
haps Cincinnati’s John Ross or 
Buffalo’s John Brown, who was 
cut last week.

I don’t expect receiver 
Rashard Higgins to return. He’s 
only a day away from receiv-
ing offers from other teams. If 
one reaches $5 million a year, 
I don’t think the Browns would 
match.

Nor should they. He’s a good 

player but isn’t worth that 
much money given Cleveland’s 
roster composition and salary 
cap status.

Enigmatic tight end David 
Njoku presents another 
intriguing situation.

He’s under contract for 2021 
after the Browns picked up the 
$6 million fifth-year option on 
his rookie contract. Berry likes 
him and he brings speed and 
leaping ability the other tight 
ends on the roster don’t, so he’s 
got value in coach Kevin Ste-
fanski’s system that relies on 
tight ends. But the right trade 
offer — a starter in the second-
ary or at linebacker — would 
be enough for me to send 
Njoku packing.

Contact Scott Petrak at 329-7253  
or spetrak@chroniclet.com. Like him  
on Facebook and follow him  
@scottpetrak on Twitter.
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It wasn’t show business. It was Joe being 
professional and creative. If they ever build 
a Hall of Fame for such audio dynamite, 
“Wham, with the right hand!!” should be a 
first-ballot inductee.

Joe pulled that one out of thin air one 
night, the way the great ones do. Rising to the 
moment and delivering the goods, the way 
icons do. “Wham, with the right hand!” Sheer 
poetry.

As always seems to be the case with the 
great ones, all of it appeared to come so easy 
for Joe. The game would speed up, so would 
Joe. The game would slow down, and Joe 
would downshift.

A favorite of mine was when the game 
would get stuck in the mud following an 
indecipherable call by one of the officials that 
halted play. Joe would exhale with exquisite 
annoyance over the confusion, before going 
for the jugular:

“A whistle ... and what?” followed by a 
pregnant pause.

Then, for a couple of seconds, Joe would 
go zero dark thirty, just to underscore the 
officious officiating that was interrupting his 
symphonic play-by-play.

 The “what?” hung there like a piece of 
stale lunch meat, as the officials tried to sort 
out the (their?) confusion, forcing Joe to 
throttle down.

Joe didn’t enjoy throttling down. He was 
there to call a game, not loiter at a bus stop.

I mean, come on. This was a man, in that 
first year. who could make a 1-27 team sound 
interesting. In that first year, that first win, 
a 105-103 heart-pounder at Portland that 
improved the Cavs’ record from 0-15 to 1-15, 
Joe made it sound like a win for the ages, 
which, in a crazy sort of way, it was.

It was the first shared win between the 
Cavs’ rookie announcer and his win-thirsty 
audience. There weren’t many that first year, 
when the Cavs lost all but 15 of their 82 
games. But through it all Joe forged a bond 
with his audience that would last for gener-
ations.

His career straddled the basketball-as-a-
game and basketball-as-show-business eras. 
Joe was great through it all, but he was great-
est when the game was purer, when it was 
just his microphone, his listeners and the 
great Joe Tait.

Contact Jim Ingraham at 329-7135  
or jingraham4@gmail.com. Follow him @Jim_Ingraham  
on Twitter.
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GOLF: THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. — 
One week later, the two leading 
characters and the roles they play 
are still the same.

Only the stage — and the stakes 
— have changed.

Lee Westwood went from sur-
prise to delight when his tee shot to 
the island green on the par-3 17th 
stayed on the top ridge, and then 
he trickled in a 25-foot birdie putt 
that carried him to a 4-under 68 on 
Saturday at The Players Champion-
ship.

Bryson DeChambeau pumped 
his powerful arms twice when he 
made a 15-foot par putt on the 18th 
hole, giving him a 67 and leaving 
him two shots behind and in the 
final group with Westwood.

That’s how it was last week at 
Bay Hill, when DeChambeau came 
from one shot behind to beat West-
wood with a par on the final hole at 
the Arnold Palmer Invitational.

“It’s like Round 2, the rematch,” 
Westwood said.

Westwood, who turns 48 next 
month, no longer has to go up a few 
classes to face DeChambeau, golf’s 
fearsome heavyweight. Unlike Bay 
Hill, the TPC Sawgrass is all about 
position, not power.

Then again, DeChambeau is 
playing well enough for any style 
of golf course.

“I suppose if you sat Bryson down 
here and you asked him which golf 
course would suit him more, he’d 
probably say Bay Hill,” Westwood 
said. “You can open your shoulders 
a little bit more around Bay Hill 
than you can around here. This 
place is a little bit more strategic. 
But credit to Bryson. You wouldn’t 
associate this golf course with his 
style of play, and he’s up there. It 

shows he can adapt his game.”
It was the first time the same 

two players were in the final group 
in consecutive PGA Tour events in 
more than 14 years, with one big 
difference. This one is separated 
by seven days. Vijay Singh and 
Adam Scott faced off nine weeks 
apart — the season-ending Tour 
Championship in 2006 and the 
season-opening Mercedes Cham-
pionship at Kapalua.

Westwood capped off his round 
with a 5-foot par putt, extend-
ing his streak to 44 holes without 
a bogey, and he’s dropped only 
two shots this week on a Stadium 
Course where one swing can lead 
to a big number.

Westwood was at 13-under 203.
“He’s making a lot of amazing 

putts, too,” DeChambeau said. 

“That’s what it takes to win golf 
tournaments.”

Westwood has 41 victories 
around the world — at least one 
on every major tour of the Inter-
national Federation of PGA Tours 
— and knows better than to get 
caught up with DeChambeau, 
especially here.

He had the 54-hole lead at The 
Players in 2010 when 14 players 
were separated by five shots going 
into the final round, and Tim Clark 
rallied from three behind to win.

Among those three back going 
into Sunday was Justin Thomas, 
who started with four straight 
birdies and capped off his 64 with 
a 5-iron that stopped inches away 
from the hole on the par-5 16th for 
a tap-in eagle.

Doug Ghim, who is making his 

debut in The Players, also was three 
behind. He was among seven play-
ers who had at least a share of the 
lead at one point Saturday and was 
motoring along until one costly 
swing on the easiest hole, the par-5 
16th. He came up well short in a 
bunker under a tree, tried to blast 
low under the limbs and caught the 
rough and wound up with his lone 
bogey.

Paul Casey had six birdies and 
an eagle to offset his mistakes in a 
67, leaving him four shots behind 
with Jon Rahm (67). Also four shots 
behind was Brian Harman, who 
began his day by holing a wedge 
for eagle and shot 69.

Sergio Garcia was five shots 
behind and still can’t handle the 
short putts, including a 4-footer for 
birdie that missed badly on the low 
side at the 17th. He had to settle for 
a 72.

DeChambeau can’t blast away 
at Sawgrass because of the bend-
ing tree-lined fairways and water 
hazards. But his power still comes 
in handy. With his tee shot buried 
in deep rough right of the 18th 
fairway, some 210 yards away, he 
ripped an 8-iron to just short of the 
green and set up his chance at par.

He acted more excited aboutt 
that par than his six birdies.

“You’ve got to make those to win 
tournaments,” he said. “I didn’t 
want to leave a sour taste in my 
mouth.”

Westwood said this would be the 
biggest win of his career, and while 
there were times he chose not to 
play as a European Tour member, 
there is no denying the strength of 
the field — 48 of the top 50 play-
ers — and the nature of a Sawgrass 
course where fortunes can change 
with a single swing.

Westwood vs. DeChambeau
The Associated Press

Lee Westwood celebrates after making a birdie putt on the 17th 
hole at the The Players Championship on Saturday.
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Two meet again with more at stake this time around

INDIANS
San Francisco edges Tribe

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz.  — Cleveland  
right-hander Zach Plesac allowed four runs 
on six hits over 2 1/3 innings Saturday , as the 
Giants beat the Tribe 5-4 at Scottsdale Sta-
dium.

Shortstop Andres Gimenez was the only 
Indians player with more than one hit, going 
2-for-3 and scoring a run.

Third baseman Jose Ramirez had a double 
and drove in a run.

Giants 5, Indians 4
Cleveland      San Francisco    
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi 
Rosario lf 3 0 0 0  A.Slter rf 2 1 1 3 
B.Gamel lf 1 0 0 0  W.Wlson 2b 3 0 1 0 
Gimenez ss 3 1 2 0  Wde Jr. cf 3 0 2 0 
Freeman ss 1 0 0 0  H.Ramos cf 1 0 0 0 
Ramirez 3b 3 0 1 1  B.Posey c 2 0 1 0 
Krieger pr 1 1 0 0  Jo.Bart pr 2 0 1 0 
F.Reyes dh 2 0 0 1  Dckrson lf 3 0 0 0 
B.Nylor ph 1 0 0 0  McCrthy lf 1 0 0 0 
J.Nylor rf 2 1 1 0  J.Vsler 3b 4 1 2 0 
St.Kwan rf 1 0 0 0  C.Csali dh 1 2 1 1 
Bradley 1b 2 0 1 0  Genoves ph 1 0 0 0 
O.Mller 2b 2 0 0 0  Dar.Ruf 1b 3 0 0 0 
Y.Chang 2b 3 0 1 1  L.Wyatt 1b 1 0 0 0 
Lvrnway 1b 1 0 1 0  M.Dubon ss 3 1 1 1 
B.Zmmer cf 3 0 0 0  Alcntra ss 1 0 0 0 
Ramirez lf 1 0 0 0  J.Krzan 2b 4 0 1 0 
A.Hdges c 3 1 1 0       
B.Tylor c 1 0 0 0       
Totals 34 4 8 3  Totals 35 5 11 5 
Cleveland 000 130 000 — 4
San Francisco 040 010 00x — 5
E—Rosario (1), Gimenez (2), Ruf (1). LOB—Cleveland 5, San 

Francisco 8. 2B—Ramirez (1), Lavarnway (2). 3B—Chang (1). 
HR—Slater (1), Casali (1). SB—Naylor (1). CS—Bradley (1), Krizan 
(1). SF—Reyes.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Cleveland       
Plesac 21/3 6 4 4 2 4
Sandlin 2/3 0 0 0 0 2
Wittgren 1 1 0 0 0 1
Clase L, 1-1 1 1 1 1 0 1
Perez 2/3 1 0 0 0 1
Shaw 1 1 0 0 0 1
Hembree 2/3 0 0 0 0 1
Parker 2/3 1 0 0 0 0
San Francisco       
Webb 3 1 0 0 1 6
Garcia 1 3 1 1 0 1
Peralta W, 2-0, BS, 0-1 1 3 3 2 0 1
Littell H, 1 1 0 0 0 0 2
Leone H, 2 1 0 0 0 0 2
Moronta H, 1 1 0 0 0 0 1
Garcia S, 1-1 1       1   0     0     0  0
WP—Webb, Peralta. Umpires—Home, Rob Drake; First, John 

Libka; Second, Doug Eddings; Third, Lance Barret. T—3:08. 
A—1,510

NHL

Zach Werenski scored with  
4.5 seconds in overtime and Elvis 
Merzlikins made 27 saves as the 
host Columbus Blue Jackets rallied 
to beat the Dallas Stars 4-3 Saturday 
night.

Werenski scored his first goal 
since Jan. 23. Max Domi added a 
goal and an assist, Cam Atkinson 
and Nick Foligo also scored, and 
Jack Roslevic finished with three 
assists as Columbus snapped a 
three-game losing streak.

Andrew Cogliano, Andrej Sekera 
and Denis Gurianov scored for Dal-
las.

The Stars are 1-5 in their last six 
road games and 1-7 in the last eight 
games in Columbus.

Rangers 4, Bruins 0
Chris Kreider scored his  

team-leading 14th goal, Artemi Panarin 
had an assist in his first game back 
since leaving the team, and the visiting 
New York Rangers beat the Boston 
Bruins to halt a three-game losing 
streak.

Panarin left Feb. 22 after a Russian 
tabloid printed allegations from a 
former coach that he attacked a 
woman in Latvia almost a decade ago, 
which he denies. His return clearly 
provided a lift for New York.

Panthers 4, Blackhawks 2
Aleksander Barkov had two goals and 

an assist, and the host Florida Panthers 
beat the Chicago Blackhawks.

Carter Verhaeghe added a goal and 
an assist as the Panthers earned their 
third straight win. Frank Vatrano also 
scored, and Anthony Duclair had two 
assists in his first game back since  
Feb. 27.

Brandon Hagel and Adam Boqvist 
scored for the Blackhawks, which lost 
to the Panthers for the third time this 
season. Kevin Lankinen had 31 saves.

Flames 3, Canadiens 1
Sean Monahan scored twice, Jacob 

Markstrom made 24 saves and the 
host Calgary Flames beat the Montreal 
Canadiens to sweep the two-game 
series.

Darryl Sutter coached his second 
game for the Flames after returning to 
the team when Geoff Ward was fired 
March 4.

Mikael Backlund also scored for 
Calgary. The Flames improved to 
13-12-3, winning consecutive games 
for the first time in a month.

Islanders 3, Devils 2
Kieffer Bellows scored his first two 

goals of the season early in the third 
period and the visiting New York 
Islanders rallied to beat the New Jersey 
Devils for their eighth straight victory.

Oliver Walhstrom also scored and 
Semyon Varlamov made 26 saves to 
help the East-leading Islanders extend 
their points streak to 11 games  
(10-0-1).

The winning streak is the longest for 
the Islanders since they won 10 in a 
row last season. The team record is 15 
in early 1982.

Ligtning 6, Predators 3
Playing in front of their home fans for 

the first time this season, the Tampa 
Bay Lightning raised their 2020 Stanley 
Cup banner and beat the Nashville 
Predators.

Tyler Johnson had a goal and an 
assist for the Lightning. Alex Killorn, 
Brayden Point, Blake Coleman and 
Mathieu Joseph also scored, and Erik 
Cernak finished with two assists.

Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 28 shots 
to earn his NHL-leading 17th win.

Erik Haula, Alexandre Carrier and 
Yakov Trenin scored for the Predators, 

who fell to 1-5-1 in their past seven 
games. Pekka Rinne made 21 saves.

Penguins 3, Sabres 0
Casey DeSmith stopped 24 shots, 

and the visiting Pittsburgh Penguins 
handed Buffalo its 10th straight loss 
with a victory over the lowly Sabres.

Jake Guentzel scored the go-ahead 
goal by batting in his own rebound with 
3:23 remaining in the second period. 
The power-play goal was set up by 
Evgeni Malkin, who has three goals and 
seven assists in a seven-game point 
streak

Capitals 5, Flyers 4
Alex Ovechkin scored, Carl Hagelin 

had a goal and an assist and the 
visiting Washington Capitals held on 
late for their fourth straight win.

Nick Jensen, Daniel Sprong and Nic 
Dowd also scored for Washington, 
which has won eight of nine.

Nolan Patrick, James van Riemsdyk, 
Shayne Gostisbehere and Claude 
Giroux scored for the Flyers, who have 
lost four of five and were swept in three 
home games against Washington this 
week.

Jets 5, Maple Leafs 2
Adam Lowry broke a tie at 7:39 of the 

third period and the visiting Winnipeg 
Jets beat the Toronto Maple Leafs.

Lowry added an assist, and Mark 
Scheifele and Mason Appleton also 
each had a goal and an assist to help 
the Jets take the three-game series 
2-1. Paul Stastny also scored, and 
Laurent Brossoit made 20 saves.

Knights 5, Blues 1
Mark Stone scored twice and Marc-

Andre Fleury made 34 saves as the 
visiting Vegas Golden Knights beat the 
St. Louis Blues.

Shea Theodore, Max Pacioretty and 
Alex Tuch also scored for Vegas, which 
had not beaten St. Louis in regulation 
in their previous 11 meetings dating to 
2017.

Werenski goal gives Jackets OT win 
The Associated Press

Standings
East Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
N.Y. Isles 28 18 6 4 40 83 62
Washington 27 17 6 4 38 94 87
Pittsburgh 27 17 9 1 35 89 79
Boston 25 14 7 4 32 70 60
Philadelphia 25 13 9 3 29 83 83
N.Y. Rangers 26 11 12 3 25 72 71
New Jersey 24 8 13 3 19 60 79
Buffalo 26 6 16 4 16 58 88

Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 26 19 5 2 40 97 60
Florida 27 18 5 4 40 93 78
Carolina 26 19 6 1 39 93 67
Chicago 29 14 10 5 33 89 92
Columbus 29 11 12 6 28 79 97
Nashville 28 11 16 1 23 67 96
Dallas 23 8 9 6 22 67 63
Detroit 28 8 16 4 20 63 95

West Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 25 18 6 1 37 83 56
Minnesota 25 16 8 1 33 79 63
St. Louis 28 14 9 5 33 88 92
Colorado 25 15 8 2 32 74 59
Los Angeles 26 11 9 6 28 78 74
Arizona 27 12 11 4 28 69 81
San Jose 24 10 11 3 23 72 88
Anaheim 28 8 14 6 22 62 92

North Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Toronto 29 19 8 2 40 99 75
Winnipeg 27 17 8 2 36 91 78
Edmonton 29 18 11 0 36 99 85
Montreal 27 12 8 7 31 86 74
Calgary 28 13 12 3 29 76 82
Vancouver 30 12 16 2 26 84 99
Ottawa 30 9 20 1 19 79 121
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for 

overtime loss. The top four teams in each 
division will qualify for playoffs under this 
season’s temporary realignment.

Saturday’s games
N.Y. Rangers 4, Boston 0
Columbus 4, Dallas 3 (OT)
N.Y. Islanders 3, New Jersey 2
Washington 5, Philadelphia 4
Pittsburgh 3, Buffalo 0
Calgary 3, Montreal 1
Tampa Bay 6, Nashville 3
Florida 4, Chicago 2
Winnipeg 5, Toronto 2
Vegas 5, St. Louis 1
Edmonton at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
San Jose at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

Today’s games
Arizona at Minnesota, 2 p.m.
Carolina at Detroit, 5 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at New Jersey, 5 p.m.
Los Angeles at Colorado, 5:30 p.m.
Dallas at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Ottawa, 7 p.m.


