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U.S. hoping 
to strike gold
Alex Morgan, right, and 
her American teammates 
want to be the first to win 
the Olympics after winning 
the World Cup. Page C5
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TAMPA, Fla. — Just when 
the Montreal Canadiens found 
another gear to show they can 
hang with the defending cham-
pion Tampa Bay Lightning in the 
Stanley Cup Final, Blake Cole-
man singlehandedly kept the 
series from being tied.

Coleman scored a one-
armed, diving buzzer-beater 
and goaltender Andrei Vasile-
vskiy was the best player on the 
ice in making a playoff career-
high 42 saves to put the Light-
ning up two games to none 
in the final with a 3-1 victory 
Wednesday night.

The Canadiens outshot the 
Lightning 43-23 and dominated 
long stretches of play, but they 

head home for Games 3 and 4 
in Montreal needing to win at 
least one to avoid being swept 
by an opponent that can win 
many different ways.

It was more Montreal’s style 
of play to give up a ton of shots, 
rely on goalie Carey Price to 
bail them out and buckle down 
with any kind of lead. Days after 
coach Jon Cooper said, “Part of 
our success has been trying not 
to rely on Vasilevskiy,” they did 
just that in Game 2 of the final, 
and it worked.

Chants of “Va-sy! Va-sy!” 
from the crowd of 17,166 
echoed through Amalie Arena 
after the Vezina Trophy run-
ner-up made one difficult save 
after another.

Lightning 
keeps striking

Stephen Whyno
The Associated Press

Tampa Bay left wing Ondrej Palat celebrates after his 
goal during the third period in Game 2 of the Stanley Cup 
finals against the Montreal Canadiens on Wednesday.
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NHL: STANLEY CUP FINALCOLLEGE

DALLAS — The NCAA 
Board of Directors approved 
one of the biggest changes in 
the history of college athletics 
Wednesday, clearing the way 
for nearly a half-million ath-
letes to start earning money 
based on their fame and celeb-
rity without fear of endanger-
ing their eligibility or putting 
their school in jeopardy of vio-
lating amateurism rules that 
have stood for decades.

The decision, expected for 
months as state after state 
passed laws intended to render 
NCAA rules moot on the topic, 
came on the eve of the market 
opening Thursday for athletes 
in a dozen states, including 
giants like Texas and Florida.

“This is an important day 
for college athletes since they 
all are now able to take advan-

tage of name, image and like-
ness opportunities,” NCAA 
President Mark Emmert said.

The move effectively sus-
pends NCAA restrictions 
on payments to athletes for 
things such as sponsorship 
deals, online endorsements 
and personal appearances. it 
applies to all three divisions 
or some 460,000 athletes.

The NCAA will also allow 
athletes to enter into agree-
ments with agents, though all 
athletes are expected to keep 
their school informed of any 
and all NIL arrangements. 
The NCAA said schools are 
responsible “for determining 
whether those activities are 
consistent with state law.”

Anticipating the change, 
many schools already have 
plans in place, with some 
weaving NIL education into 
for-credit coursework.

Athletes given 
earning rights

Schuyler Dixon
The Associated Press
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INDIANS

Reign delayed by Tigers

CLEVELAND — He’s the other 
Ramirez on the roster to perennial 
MVP candidate Jose, but Harold 
Ramirez is doing his best to make a 
name for himself with the Indians.

Ramirez, a 26-year-old out-
fielder, began his tenure with 
Cleveland as an unheralded waiver 
claim, but has become one of the 
team’s top hitters. He pulled into 
Wednesday’s doubleheader lead-
ing the Indians with a .289 batting 
average, while producing six home 
runs, 20 RBIs and an OPS of .806 
over 46 games.

Ramirez has been steadily 

hot, hitting .314  
(33-for-105) with 
15 RBIs in his 
last 30 games 
through Tuesday, 
while batting .343 
(24-for-70) over 
his last 20 games.

In the clutch is 
where Ramirez has done some of 
his best work, especially as of late. 
He ranked fifth in the American 
League through Tuesday — team-
mate Amed Rosario ranked third — 
with a .500 (8-for-16) average with 
runners in scoring position during 
the month of June.

Chris Assenheimer
The Chronicle-Telegram Game 2 of the Indians’ doubleheader with 

the Tigers was not finished by deadline. 
Check Chroniclet.com for the story.

CLEVELAND — After waiting 
out a two-hour, 39-minute rain 
delay Monday night, the Indi-
ans probably wished they had 
remained in the clubhouse when 
all was said and done.

Despite hitting four home 
runs within the first four innings, 
Cleveland was on the losing end 
of a 9-4 decision to Detroit, which 
won the first game of a double-
header at Progressive Field.

The Tigers took aim at the Indi-
ans’ normally reliable bullpen to 
score five times over the final 
three innings to secure a rare win 
over Cleveland.

Detroit beat the Indians for only 
the second time in the last 10 meet-
ings, improving to 18-61 against 
Cleveland since 2015. It was just the 
Tigers’ fifth win in the last 28 games 
at Progressive Field.

The Tigers outhit the Indians 
15-5. Cleveland didn’t have a hit 
after the fourth inning, putting just 
one baserunner aboard on Bradley 
Zimmer’s walk to start the seventh.

Chris Assenheimer
The Chronicle-Telegram

Cleveland’s Cesar Hernandez reacts after hitting a solo home run during the first game of a doubleheader against the Detroit Tigers on Wednesday.
AP

Jim ingraham

As gruesome as the Josh 
Naylor-Ernie Clement colli-
sion was last Sunday in Min-
nesota, there was an even 
more violent one involving 
the Indians, 55 years ago in 
Yankee Stadium.

“Larry Brown once said,” 
wrote Russell Schneider 
in his book The Cleveland 
Indians Encyclopedia, “that 
he was most famous for a 
violent, horrifying collision 
with an Indians teammate 
in 1966 in which he was 
almost killed.”

It was a collision of such 
chilling ferocity that it left 
both Indians players lying 
unconscious on the ground 
in Yankee Stadium, one in 
fair territory, the other in foul 
territory, as the entire Indians 
dugout raced onto the field to 
aide their fallen teammates.

Larry Brown was the Indi-
ans’ starting shortstop for 
most of the 1960s. He wasn’t 
a star, but in his nine years 
in Cleveland he was a steady, 
solid defender, whose yearly 
batting average in that pitch-
ing-dominant era ranged 
from .220 to .255.

He was born in West Vir-
ginia but grew up in Lake 
Worth, Fla. He signed with 
the Indians after graduat-
ing from Holy Name High 
School, which, seven years 
earlier, produced a fire-ball-
ing left-handed pitcher 
named Herb Score.

After five years in the 
minors, Brown made his 
major league debut with 
the Indians on July 6, 1963, 
against the Yankees, when 
he pinch hit for Tito Fran-
cona in the sixth inning and 
struck out. He remained the 
Indians’ shortstop until they 
sold him to the Oakland A’s 
in April of 1971.

But it was on July 4, 1966, 
that Brown nearly lost his life 
playing the game he loved.

In the bottom of the 
fourth inning of a scoreless 
game, Roger Maris lifted 
a pop fly down the left-
field line near the foul line. 
Brown, racing full speed, 
sprinted out onto the out-
field grass in pursuit.

Latest 
collision 
sparks 
memories 
of brutal 
’66 impact

TONIGHT
WHO: Cleveland  
vs. Houston
TIME: 7:10
WHERE: 
Progressive Field
PITCHERS: 
Mejia  
(1-2, 4.94 ERA) 
vs. Valdez  
(4-1, 2.11)
TV/RADIO: 
Balley Sports 
Great Lakes;  
WEOL 930-AM 
and 100.3-FM, 
WTAM 1100-AM, 
WMMS 100.7-FM

Detroit’s late offensive surge 
gives it rare win in Cleveland

Jose not only Ramirez shining,  
as Harold has emerged as top hitter
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H. Ramirez

Tampa Bay takes 2-0 series lead


