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The Indians-A’s game was not complete by 
presstime. Check chroniclet.com for result.

It’s a name that should be a 
first-ballot inductee into the 
Cadence Hall of Fame: Rocky 
Colavito.

The perfect name for a baseball 
hero.

Rhythmic. Melodic. Nostalgic.
Perfect.
They don’t make names like that 

anymore. The only one better is 
the one that went onto his birth 
certificate shortly after he showed 
up, Aug. 10, 1933, in the Bronx, N.Y.: 
Rocco Domenico Colavito.

Sheer poetry.
Some people are born to be stars, 

and Rocco and Angelina’s son was 
that. He was so anxious to begin his 
baseball career he dropped out of 
high school at 17 and signed a con-

tract with the Indians.
The home runs started to come 

immediately: 23 at Class D Daytona 
Beach in 1951, a combined 19 at 
Class B Spartanburg and Cedar 
Rapids in 1952. The next year, as a 
19-year-old at Class-A Reading, he 
hit 28 homers, and met a fire-ball-
ing left-hander from Florida who 
was a year older than him, but they 
would be baseball roommates for 
the next seven seasons. His name 

was Herb Score.
Rocky hit 38 homers at Triple-A 

Indianapolis in 1954, got sent back 
there the next year and hit 30 more.

He exploded on the big-league 
scene in 1956. In just 322 at-bats, 
he belted 21 homers, slugged .531, 
with a .903 OPS and finished tied 
for second — with Baltimore’s 
Tito Francona! — in the Rookie of 
the Year voting, which inexplica-
bly went to White Sox shortstop 
Luis Aparicio, whose 1.5 WAR was 
dwarfed by Colavito’s 2.4.

From 1956-59 Colavito was, after 
Mickey Mantle, probably the most 
feared slugger in the American 
League. He averaged 32 home runs 
per year and hit four homers one 
glorious evening in Baltimore.

Colavito was a true hero 
in the city of Cleveland
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BROWNSHIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 2021

The last five years have been truly special for 
Avon, but the Eagles are still hungry.

Since 2016, Avon has only lost one regular 
season game and six total, including four unde-
feated regular seasons. It’s won five straight 
Southwestern Conference titles (co-champions 
in 2018) and four straight Region 6 champion-
ships. Only three teams have beaten the Eagles 
over that span — Avon Lake as the only one to 
do so in the regular season.

But four of those losses — three to Arch-
bishop Hoban and one to Massillon Washing-
ton — came in the Division II state semifinals. 
Avon hopes it can take things a few steps fur-
ther this year.

“We pride ourselves on having to developed 
a program over the last decade,” Avon coach 
Mike Elder said. “I think anybody can have a 
good season here and there, but to be good 
every year starts with your youth program all 
the way up through middle school, freshman 
and junior varsity programs. We feel like we 
do things the right way and now it’s never a 
rebuild, it’s a reload situation.

“It’s exciting because every year you gradu-
ate some really talented seniors, and of course 
you miss those guys, but it’s fun to watch the 

Back 
for more

Chris Sweeney
The Chronicle-Telegram

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

The NCAA said Wednesday that its long inves-
tigation of the Baylor sexual assault scandal 
would result in nothing more than probation 
and other relatively minor sanctions because 
the egregious, “unacceptable” behavior at the 
heart of the case did not violate its rules.

The NCAA ruling came more than five years 
after the scandal rocked the world’s largest 
Baptist university, leading to the firing of suc-
cessful football coach Art Briles and the depar-
ture of athletic director Ian McCaw and school 
president Ken Starr.

The NCAA said the allegations centered on 
conduct never before presented to the Com-
mittee on Infractions, which has existed since 
1951 — that Baylor “shielded football stu-
dent-athletes from the institution’s disciplinary 
process and failed to report allegations of 
abhorrent misconduct by football student-ath-
letes, including instances of sexual and inter-
personal violence.”

The panel said Baylor admitted to moral and 
ethical failings in its handling of violence on 
the Waco campus but argued “that those fail-
ings, however egregious, did not constitute vio-
lations of NCAA legislation.”

“Ultimately, and with tremendous reluc-
tance, this panel agrees,” the ruling said.

The infractions committee said the question 
it wrestled with was whether Baylor athletes 
accused of sexual assault or other violence 

Baylor gets
probation,
sanctions

Stephen Hawkins
The Associated Press

Teller sticking around?

Browns guard Wyatt Teller protects quarterback Baker Mayfield during a game against the Ravens at FirstEnergy Stadium  
on Dec. 14.

AP

BEREA — Wyatt Teller was in the 
NFL a little more 
than a year when 
he was blind-
sided by one 
of the league’s 
harsh realities. 
Drafted by the 
Bills in the fifth 
round in 2018, 
he was traded to 
the Browns at the 

end of the 2019 preseason.
“Obviously your dream is to 

get drafted to a city and stay 
there for your entire career and 
be a household name,” Teller, the 
starting right guard, said Wednes-

day. “That’s already over for me. I 
wasn’t drafted here, so I’ve already 
experienced a little bit of that per-
sonal and business aspect of the 
NFL.”

Teller is bracing himself for 
a possible departure from the 

Browns. He’s entering the final 
year of his rookie contract, is eligi-
ble for an extension and wants to 
stay but understands the Browns 
may have other priorities.

“I love Cleveland,” he said. “I 
love the fans, I love the city. That’s 
the personal/business side.”

Quarterback Baker Mayfield 
and cornerback Denzel Ward are 
signed through 2022 but appear 
to be ahead of Teller on general 
manager Andrew Berry’s to-do list 
after running back Nick Chubb 
signed a three-year, $36.6 million 
extension Aug. 2. Quarterback and 
cornerback are more important 
than right guard, and the Browns 
already have a lot of resources 
allocated to the other four starters 
on the line.

“We have such a good team  — 
all the money can’t go around. It’s 
just impossible,” Teller said. “So I 
think that understanding that is 
huge to the business side.”

He also wants to maximize what 
could be his only shot at a monu-
mental contract.

“The personal side, I love Coach 
(Kevin) Stefanski, I love AB (Berry) 
and I love my teammates, but 
there’s also the business side,” 
Teller said. “I want to make the 
most that I can because really 
we make this money for a short 
amount of time and 80 percent of 
the league is bankrupt after five 
years. So do it smart, get what you 
deserve, get what you earn and the 
rest can go down as history.”

Right guard in final year of contract with Cleveland
Scott Petrak
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MISSING 
OUT OF 
ACTION: 
Safety Grant 
Delpit slow 
to recover 
from injury, missing valuable 
repetitions in practice.
WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
Training camp log. 

See INGRAHAM, C3

See BROWNS, C2See BAYLOR, C2

See AVON, C2

Plenty of success, 
but Avon looking to
take things further 

Jim ingraham

A statue of 
Indians legend 
Rocky Colavito 
was unveiled 
Tuesday in the 
Little Italy area 
of Cleveland, 
immortalizing an 
Italian hero in the 
city.

Teller


