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BASEBALL 

Bobby Dalbec drove in a career-high 
five runs, Xander Bogaerts and Hunter 
Renfroe each had four RBIs and the Bos-
ton host Red Sox routed the Tampa Bay 
Rays 20-8 Wednesday night.

The Red Sox moved within four games 
of the AL East-leading Rays with their 
highest-scoring game since 2015.

Tampa Bay had won five in a row over-
all and six straight against Boston. The 
Rays had not not allowed at least 20 runs 
since 2007.

J.D. Martinez got four of Boston’s sea-
son-high 19 hits. The Red Sox began 
the first inning with three straight dou-
bles by Kiké Hernández, Renfroe and 
Bogaerts and scored in bunches — they 
had innings in which they tallied six, five, 
four, three and two runs.

Bogaerts’ three-run homer highlighted 
a six-run burst in the eighth off Rays 
catcher Francisco Mejia, who moved 
from behind the plate to the mound.

Down 20-1, the Rays scored seven 
times in the ninth against Phillips Valdez, 
with Brett Phillips hitting his third career 
grand slam and Mike Zunino connecting 
for his 22nd homer.

Nathan Eovaldi (10-7) went seven 
innings, giving up one run on Brandon 
Lowe’s 26th homer. He matched his sea-
son high with 10 strikeouts, allowing 
three hits and one walk.

Josh Fleming (9-6) was tagged for 
10 runs on 11 hits and six walks in  
3 1/3 innings.

Mets 8, Nationals 7
Pinch-hitter Brandon Drury had a 

tiebreaking single in the eighth inning and the 
host New York Mets overcame two three-run 
deficits to beat the Washington Nationals in 
the completion of a game suspended by rain 
the night before.

Pete Alonso broke out of an 0-for-21 slump 
with three hits, including an RBI double off the 
center-field fence that pulled the Mets to 7-6 
in the seventh. New York tied it on a throwing 
error by 6-foot-7 rookie reliever Mason 
Thompson (0-1) in the eighth and snapped 
a season-worst four-game slide, winning for 
only the third time in 12 games.

The teams followed with the regularly 
scheduled game, making it a single-
admission doubleheader at Citi Field — 
though the nightcap was shortened to seven 
innings under pandemic rules.

Juan Soto hit a three-run homer Tuesday 
night and finished 3-for-4 with a walk in his 
return to the starting lineup from a sore knee.

Trevor May (5-2) worked a perfect inning 
and Edwin Díaz got three quick outs for his 
24th save.

Yankees 5, Royals 2
Luke Voit had a two-run single in New York’s 

three-run first inning and the Yankees beat 
host Kansas City for their 12th straight series 
victory over the Royals.

Chad Green (6-5) got the victory in relief 
as New York took two of three from Kansas 
City. Zach Britton earned his first save of the 
season.

The game-time temperature was  
93 degrees with a heat index of 102, the third 
straight game with a heat index above 100.

Brady Singer (3-8) took the loss. He allowed 
five runs on 10 hits in 3 2/3 innings.

Yankees starter Lucas Luetge made his 
first career start after making 152 career 
appearances as a reliever. He allowed one run 
on two hits in two innings. According to Elias, 
Luetge was just the sixth pitcher in franchise 
history to start a game after making his first 
152 appearances out of the bullpen.

Astros 5, Rockies 1
Aledmys Díaz had three hits and drove 

in three runs to help host Houston beat 
Colorado.

Díaz tied it with an RBI single in the first and 
gave the Astros the lead with a run-scoring 
single in the third. Houston was up by three in 
the seventh when he sent home another run 
with a double to make it 5-1.

Díaz has has 19 hits and 14 RBIs in the last 
13 games after missing about six weeks with 
a fractured hand.

Houston’s Framber Valdez (8-3) allowed four 
hits and one run while striking out eight in six 
innings. Antonio Senzatela (2-9) was the loser.

Twins 1, White Sox 0
Rookie Bailey Ober shut out visiting 

Chicago into the sixth inning, Jorge Polanco 
homered and last-place Minnesota Twins took 
another series from a playoff contender.

Minnesota won two of three against AL 
Central-leading Chicago after taking three of 
four at AL West-leading Houston.

Caleb Thielbar (4-0), Juan Minaya and Alex 
Colomé worked 3 2/3 hitless innings in relief 
of Ober, with Colomé getting the last three 
outs for his seventh save in 11 chances.

Marlins 7, Padres 0
Lewis Brinson hit two of Miami’s three 

home runs off rookie lefty Ryan Weathers, 
Sandy Alcantara shut down host San Diego 
for seven innings and the Marlins avoided a 
winless trip.

The Marlins snapped a five-game losing 
streak — all on this trip through Colorado and 
San Diego — while the Padres had their four-
game winning streak stopped.

Alcantara (7-10) scattered four hits, struck 
out seven and walked two. Weathers (4-5) 
has allowed six homers in his last three starts.

Florida rookie Bryan De La Cruz hit his first 
career homer.

Cardinals 4, Pirates 0
Adam Wainwright extended his dominance 

of Pittsburgh with a complete game, two-hit 
shutout and helped himself with a pair of hits 
as the visiting St. Louis Cardinals beat the 
Pirates.

The 39-year-old Wainwright allowed a pair 
of singles by Colin Moran in the second and 
fifth innings, and then retired the last  
15 batters.

Wainwright (11-6) needed just 88 pitches to 
record the 11th shutout of his 16-year career 
and first since 2016. He struck out seven and 
did not issue a walk.

Wainwright’s gem came a night after 
Cardinals left-hander J.A. Happ and three 
relievers combined to one-hit the Pirates, who 
have lost seven straight games and  
17 of their last 22.

Wainwright won his fourth straight start, and 
he has been the winning pitcher in each of his 
last six starts against the Pirates. He has also 
won eight consecutive decisions versus the 
Pirates since losing to Pittsburgh on opening 
day in 2016.

Brewers 10, Cubs 0
Milwaukee right-hander Corbin Burnes 

struck out 10 straight batters, tying the 
major league record and leading the visiting 
Brewers past the Chicago Cubs.

A first-time All-Star this year, Burnes 
finished with a career-high 15 strikeouts in 
eight innings on a steamy night at  
Wrigley Field.

All 10 of Burnes’ strikeouts during his streak 
came on a swinging strike three.

The 26-year-old Burnes tied the mark set 
by Hall of Famer Tom Seaver of the New York 
Mets when he fanned 10 straight against San 
Diego in 1970. Philadelphia ace Aaron Nola 
matched the record by striking out 10 Mets in 
a row last June 25.

Burnes struck out the side in the second, 
third and fourth innings to set a Brewers team 
record at nine straight. Burnes then fanned 
Frank Schwindel to open the fifth before the 
next hitter, Matt Duffy, singled sharply on the 
first pitch for Chicago’s second hit.

Burnes (7-4) allowed four hits, walked none 
and won his fifth straight decision.

Omar Narváez homered, got three hits an 
drove in four runs as the NL Central won their 
third in a row and improved to a major-league 
best 37-19 on the road.

The Cubs lost their seventh straight and 
have dropped 13 of 15.

Standings
AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Tampa Bay 69 45 .605 — 
Boston 66 50 .569 4
New York 63 51 .553 6
Toronto 61 51 .545 7
Baltimore 38 73 .342 29½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 67 48 .583 — 
Cleveland 55 56 .495 10
Detroit 55 60 .478 12
Minnesota 50 65 .435 17
Kansas City 49 64 .434 17

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 68 46 .596 — 
Oakland 65 48 .575 2½
Seattle 59 55 .518 9
Los Angeles 57 57 .500 11
Texas 40 73 .354 27½

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 59 54 .522 — 
Atlanta 58 55 .513 1
New York 57 55 .509 1½
Washington 50 63 .442 9
Miami 48 67 .417 12

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 68 46 .596 — 
Cincinnati 61 53 .535 7
St. Louis 57 56 .504 10½
Chicago 52 63 .452 16½
Pittsburgh 41 73 .360 27

West Division
 W L Pct GB
San Francisco 72 41 .637 — 
Los Angeles 68 45 .602 4
San Diego 66 50 .569 7½
Colorado 51 63 .447 21½
Arizona 35 79 .307 37½

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Wednesday’s games

Minnesota 1, Chicago White Sox 0
Houston 5, Colorado 1
N.Y. Yankees 5, Kansas City 2
Detroit at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
Oakland at Cleveland, 7:10 p.m.
Boston 20, Tampa Bay 8
Toronto at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.
Texas at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.

Today’s games
Oakland (Bassitt 11-3) at Cleveland (Morgan 1-4),  

1:10 p.m.
Detroit (Manning 2-5) at Baltimore (Means 5-3), 4:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Rasmussen 1-1) at Boston (Houck 0-2),  

4:10 p.m.
Texas (Foltynewicz 2-10) at Seattle (Gonzales 3-5), 4:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Heaney 7-8) at Chicago White Sox (Lynn 

10-3), 7:15 p.m.
Toronto (Berríos 8-5) at L.A. Angels (Ohtani 6-1), 9:38 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Wednesday’s games

N.Y. Mets 8, Washington 7, completion of 1st game
Washington at N.Y. Mets, 8 p.m., 2nd game ppd.
Miami 7, San Diego 0
L.A. Dodgers at Philadelphia, 7:05 p.m.
St. Louis 4, Pittsburgh 0
Cincinnati at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Milwaukee 10, Chicago Cubs, 0
Arizona at San Francisco, 9:45 p.m.

Today’s games
Washington (Fedde 4-8) at N.Y. Mets (Williams 4-2),  

12:10 p.m.
St. Louis (LeBlanc 0-2) at Pittsburgh (Brubaker 4-11),  

12:35 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at Philadelphia (Suárez 5-3), 1:05 p.m.
Milwaukee (Woodruff 7-6) at Chicago Cubs (Hendricks 13-4), 

2:20 p.m.
Cincinnati (Gutierrez 7-3) at Atlanta (Muller 2-3), 5:10 p.m.
San Diego (Darvish 7-6) at Arizona (TBD), 9:40 p.m.
Colorado (Márquez 10-8) at San Francisco (Webb 5-3),  

9:45 p.m.

Breaking out the bats
The Associated Press

Houston’s Jake Meyers, left, Kyle Tucker, middle, and Chas McCormick celebrate after a win over the visiting 
Rockies on Wednesday.  

AP

Red Sox score 20 runs in victory over Tampa Bay

In the last 65 years, only two 
Indians have led the American 
League in home runs: Albert 
Belle, with 50 in 1995, and 
Colavito with 42 in 1959. In 
many ways Colavito was Belle, 
but without the rap sheet. 
In his 14-year major league 
career Colavito had a WAR 
of 44.5, a 22.9 WAR with the 
Indians.

In his 12-year major league 
career (cut short by a hip 
injury) Belle had a 40.1 WAR 
and 27.4 WAR with the Indians.

Both were wildly popular in 
Cleveland, Belle as an outlaw 
slugger, Colavito as a matinee 
idol/heartthrob of females, in 
an era when players had their 
own fan clubs.

On April 17, 1960, two days 
before Opening Day, Indians 
general manager Frank Lane, 
whose idea of a good time was 
to infuriate a fan base, and 
cripple a franchise for the next 
three decades, traded Colavito 
to Detroit for outfielder/
infielder Harvey Kuenn.

It was a straight-up trade 
of the reigning AL home run 
champion for the reigning bat-
ting champion. Kuenn led the 
league in hitting in 1959 with a 
.353 average.

In Cleveland, however, 
the trade was met with out-
rage, worse even than the 
furor raised in 1993, when the 
Browns traded hometown hero 
Bernie Kosar.

With Colavito, the Indians 
in 1959 finished in second 
place, with a record of 89-65. It 
would be 36 years before they 
won that many games in a sea-
son again. Their home atten-
dance in 1959 was 1,497,976. It 
would be 34 years before they 
exceeded that total.

Minus Colavito, the Indians’ 
attendance plunged by over 
half a million in 1960. They 
brought him back in the mid 
‘60s to help goose attendance, 

but it didn’t work. He led the 
league with 108 RBIs in 1965 
and clubbed 30 homers the 
next year, but he was basically 
a one-man show.

The thrill was gone. They 
traded him away again in 1967 
and Cleveland’s biggest base-
ball star between the mid-50’s 
and mid-90’s ricocheted from 
the White Sox to the Dodg-
ers to the Yankees in the last 
two years of his career, which 
ended in 1968.

Today, only fans of a certain 
age can remember when the 
towering presence of Rocky 
Colavito dominated the sum-
mer months, when baseball 
was still king in America, and 
Rocco and Angelina’s son ruled 
Cleveland.

Little Leaguers mimicked 
his batting stance and unique 
pre-at bat stretching exercise, 
in which he would hold the bat 
horizontal behind and against 
his back in order to — we were 
never sure which — loosen his 
back, or just look cool.

The Rock was cool personi-
fied.

Grown men wanted to be 
him. Grown women wanted to 
be near him.

Before the internet, cable 
or satellite TV, Twitter or 
Facebook, genuine heroes 
were harder to find. But once 
located, they had staying 
power.

Rocky Colavito had, and 
has, staying power. He turned 
88 Tuesday, and Cleveland not 
only threw a party for him, it 
threw up a statue for him.

Not at the ballpark, but in 
Cleveland’s Little Italy neigh-
borhood, which is kind of cool 
itself, reflecting, as it does, the 
scope of his impact on a city 
in which his last at-bat for the 
Indians came on July 25, 1967.

Real heroes endure.
Real heroes are not forgot-

ten.
Rocky Colavito was a real 

hero.

Contact Jim Ingraham  
at jingraham4@gmail.com.
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Dave Campbell
The Associated Press

More than three decades 
after “Field of Dreams” seeped 
into the country’s cultural con-
sciousness, with a one-year 
delay caused by the pandemic, 
one of the most famous corn-
fields in Hollywood history 
finally gets the opportunity to 
host real major league ball.

“Is this heaven?” the ghost 
of John Kinsella asked in the 
movie that inspired the game 
to be played today between 
the Chicago White Sox and 
New York Yankees next to the 
actual site used in the 1989 
film, which is maintained as a 
tourist attraction.

“No, it’s Iowa,” dutiful farmer 
Ray Kinsella — played by Kevin 
Costner — responded to his 
father with a smile before they 
played catch under the lights 
in the movie’s most poignant 
scene.

This week, the ball playing 
isn’t fiction.

“Shoeless” Joe Jackson and 
other long-ago players who 
took the field in the movie will 
be replaced by José Abreu and 
Aaron Judge.

The proud and quintessen-
tial Midwestern state, usually 
only in the spotlight every four 
years during presidential cam-
paigns, will be hosting a major 
league game for the first time 
when the White Sox and Yan-
kees play at a temporary venue 
built for about 8,000 fans in 
tiny Dyersville — population 
“about 4,400, we’re hoping for 
in the next census,” said mayor 
Jim Heavens.

The event, part of MLB’s 
increased effort to grow the 
game by setting up shop in 
places without in-person 
access to the highest level 
of the sport, has been in the 
works for years. The original 
plan to play in 2020 was post-
poned when the coronavirus 
forced a shortened schedule at 
mostly empty ballparks, but if 
the White Sox, the Yankees or 
the Iowans became impatient 
then they were out of step with 
the spirit of the film.

“The one constant through 
all the years,” as the sage 
author Terence Mann declared 
to Ray Kinsella in the film, “has 
been baseball.”

Dyersville found its place 
on the map through the movie 

that starred Costner, James 
Earl Jones, Ray Liotta and Amy 
Madigan, but the sport has 
been entrenched in the town 
for more than a century. Com-
mercial Club Park is where the 
team from Beckman Catho-
lic High School and the local 
semipro club play, a spot as 
much at the heart of the com-
munity as the well-kept farms 
around it.

About one-third of the crowd 
today is expected to be Iowa 
residents.

“I see a lot of people as I 
travel around the state, and 
when they find out you’re from 
Dyersville, they all know about 
this MLB game,” Heavens said. 
“I think there’s a real element 
of pride in Iowa that MLB is 
coming. It’s kind of warmed my 
heart to see that the people of 
Iowa are so honored that this is 
happening.”

The original movie site was 
quickly deemed too small 
for a standard game, so the 
made-for-the-moment ball-
park required removal of  
30,000 cubic yards of mate-
rial and the installation of  
4,000 tons of sand and  
2,000 tons of gravel. The bull-
pens were designed to mimic 
those at old Comiskey Park, the 
former home of the White Sox. 
There’s even a just-for-fun corn 
maze beyond right field.

This has been an especially 
hot and dry summer in this 
part of the country, so an irri-
gation system was installed to 
keep the prime crop in good 
shape for its time to shine on 
national TV — between 10 and 
12 feet high.

“We wanted to make sure we 
didn’t show up in the middle of 
August with brown corn,” said 
Chris Marinak, MLB’s chief 
operations and strategy officer.

Just about everything about 
this event is unique.

“When we first heard that 
this game would happen, I 
think everybody had that kind 
of initial rush of ‘Oh, this is 
going to be amazing to be a part 
of this broadcast,’” said Brad 
Zager, executive vice president 
of production and operations 
for Fox Sports. “When you start 
looking at it, there are very few 
events that we get a chance to 
produce that there’s no blue-
print for.”

Day dreaming

TODAY
WHO: Cleveland  
vs. Oakland
TIME: 1:10 P.M.
WHERE: Progressive 
Field
PITCHERS: Morgan 
(1-4, 6.09 ERA)  
vs. Bassitt  
(11-3, 3.19)
TV/RADIO: BSGL; 
WEOL 930-AM  
and 100.3-FM, 
WTAM 1100-AM, 
WMMS 100.7-FM

BASEBALL

Yankees, White Sox playing
next to historical field in Iowa


