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AFC North leaders 
refuse to go south
The Ravens have to rally 
but find a way to win,
beating the Vikings on a  
field goal in overtime. Page C3
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BROWNS 41, BENGALS 16

OMG replaces OBJ

Browns cornerback Denzel Ward intercepts a pass intended for Bengals wide receiver Ja’Marr Chase and returns it 99 yards for a game-changing touchdown in the first quarter.
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INSIDE
LEADING BY 
WORDS, DEEDS:  
Baker Mayfield
makes sure team 
stays focused 
despite all the
distractions, then
delivers on the 
field, as well. C2
‘D’ FINALLY  
GOES ON THE 
OFFENSIVE:  
After struggling 
to get turnovers 
all season, the 
Browns come up 
with three to go 
along with five 
sacks. C3 

NEXT UP
WHO:  
Cleveland  
vs. Washington
WHEN:  
Wednesday,  
7 p.m.
WHERE:  
Rocket 
Mortgage 
FieldHouse
RADIO:  
Bally Sports 
Ohio; WEOL 
930-AM and 
100.3-FM,
WTAM  
1100-AM,
WMMS 
100.7-FM,
WNZN  
89.1-FM

Rubio’s huge night
keeps Cavs rolling

CAVALIERS  126, KNICKS 109

Cavs guard Ricky Rubio smiles after making one of his 
eight 3-pointers on the way to a career-high 37 points 
Sunday night against the Knicks. He also had 10 assists.

AP

NASCAR: SEASON FINALE

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Kyle 
Larson won.

No surprise, right? He was, 
after all, the overwhelming 
2-1 betting favorite to win 
NASCAR’s season-ending 
championship race.

Suspended nearly all of last 
season for using a racial slur,  
Larson closed his comeback 
season in NASCAR with his first 
championship Sunday with a 
title-winning victory at Phoe-
nix Raceway.

Larson was in tears during 
his cool-down laps as he 
reflected on his rebuild from 
out-of-work NASCAR driver to 
Cup champion.

“Eighteen 
months ago, 
I didn’t even 
think I’d be 
in a Cup car 
again. Strap-
ping in for the 
Daytona 500 

didn’t even 
seem real, let alone winning 
the championship,” Larson 
said. 

“It’s definitely been a jour-
ney, a roller coaster. I’m 
very thankful for my second 
chance and every opportu-
nity I’ve been given in these 
last 18 months. Life’s a crazy 
thing. Just stay positive 
through it.”

See NASCAR, C5

Larson completes
comeback season
with his first title

Jenna Fryer
The Associated Press

Larson

NEW YORK — Ricky Rubio played like 
an All-Star on Sunday night.

He spoke like a Zen master afterward.
Rubio scored a career-high 37 points, 

shooting 8-of-9 from 3-point range, and 
handed out 10 assists to lead the Cleveland 
Cavaliers past the New York Knicks 126-109.

“When the ball goes in it seems like you’re 
running the right plays,” said Rubio, whose 
previous career high was 34 with Utah 
against San Antonio in 2018. “But it’s not 
about scoring. It’s about (taking) the right 
path, (going) the right (way) every time.”

Cleveland has won four in a row to improve 
to 7-4. Evan Mobley added 26 points, Jarrett 
Allen had 18 points and 17 rebounds and 
Darius Garland added 16 points.

“In the games we’ve won, we’ve won the 
scrap,” Cavs coach JB Bickerstaff said. “We 
win the competition. The dirty work. The 
gritty part of it. 

See CAVS, C5

Denis P. Gorman
The Associated Press

The Browns won a football game and 
passed a kidney stone.

That’s what’s called a good day at the 
office.

And, boy, did they need one.
The longest week of Kevin Stefanski’s 

head coaching career, Andrew Ber-
ry’s general manager career and Baker 
Mayfield’s quarterbacking career ended 
Sunday on the banks of the Ohio River 
with a squeaky-wheel-purging pounding 
of the upstart Cincinnati Bengals that 
will hopefully restart this chaotic Browns 
season.

All that was riding 
on the game was the 
rest of the season, 
locker room har-
mony and maybe 
Mayfield’s future in 
Cleveland.

But Browns 41, 
Bengals 16 is a 
resounding, defin-
itive and kidney 

stone-passing exclamation point by 
Cleveland’s fighting grammarians.

See INGRAHAM, C4

With their season at stake,
Browns find way to thrive

Jim 
ingraham

Scott Petrak
The Chronicle-Telegram

CINCINNATI — Denzel Ward changed 
the game before it got going with a 99-yard 
interception return for a touchdown. The 
defense hadn’t scored all season.

Baker Mayfield and Donovan Peo-
ples-Jones kept the momentum build-
ing with a 60-yard touchdown pass. The 
offense had become conservative and 
plodding in a three-game slump.

Nick Chubb helped cement the out-
come with a 70-yard touchdown run in 

which he engaged the afterburners. He’s 
back to 100 percent after missing two 
games with a calf injury.

After a week of drama, distractions and the 
potential for division — culminating in the 
decision to release superstar receiver Odell 
Beckham Jr. — the Browns came together 
Sunday to play their best game of the season.

Mayfield was efficient, the offense 
explosive and the defense a differ-
ence-maker as the Browns dominated the 
Bengals in a 41-16 win.

See BROWNS, C2

Big plays on offense and defense
everywhere as Browns begin life
without star receiver with must win


