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Kendall McCormick 
and Sarah McKee have 
been so McGood for so 

McLong, it’s McScary.
Highland’s McCormick, a 

5-foot-8 point guard capable 
of defending post players, and 
Medina’s McKee, a 6-1 forward 
who plays every position on 
the floor, are four-year starters, 
1,000-point scorers, Division II 

college basketball scholarship 
recipients and even former mid-
dle school AAU teammates.

Tonight, in what will be the 
final high school game for one 
of them, the two best players in 
Medina County will be oppo-
nents when the third-seeded 
Hornets (18-5) host the fourth-
seeded Bees (18-6) in a Division 
I, Northeast 4 District champi-
onship.

“It’s a big motivator because 

no one wants to see their 
season end,” McCormick 
said Thursday. “We play every 
game like it could be our last 
and leave it all out on the 
floor.

“It will come down to heart 
and hustle and how bad you 
want it. Both teams are really 
talented. We both know what 
each other does. It will come 
down to who wants it more.”

CANTON — Last week, 
Cooper Flora became the first 
state qualifier for the Clover-
leaf boys swimming team. 
On Thursday, the senior 
became its first All-Ohioan.

Flora joined former girls stand-
out and six-time 
all-state swim-
mer Addy Fer-
guson on the 
illustrious list for 
the Colts.

L i k e  h e 
had the past 
two weeks, 
Flora broke his 
100-yard butterfly school 
record at C.T. Branin Natato-
rium with a 53.23.

That tied him for 14th and was 
two spots better than his seed 
coming in. He was tied for fourth 
in his heat.

“Overtaking these guys and 
breaking my record again was 
the best possible way to finish 
my swimming career,” he said. 
“I couldn’t ask for a better com-
munity and family.”

— Brad Bournival
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Brunswick’s Derek Fields is commited to North Carolina State.

The redemption tour
Brad Bournival

The Gazette

The fire for Medina County wres-
tlers begins Saturday morning, 
but you’ll be hard-pressed to 

find someone who wants to win 
more than Brunswick’s Derek Fields.

The reigning Gazette MVP and two-
time state qualifier has a ton of acco-
lades heading into his senior swan 
song.

As for state tournament wins ... 
zero.

There may not be a more 
snake-bitten athlete than Fields, but 
he’s looking to change all that in the 
next three weeks.

“I want it pretty bad,” Fields said. 
“I’ve been training pretty hard, try-
ing to keep those goals. It’s pretty 
frustrating, (especially) last year 
considering we were driving down 
to state and we got the call that it 
got canceled (due to the coronavirus 
pandemic). I felt good because I had 
just won district.”

As a freshman, Fields lost a one-
point match to current Pitt Panther 

and former Elyria standout Mick 
Burnett and then was pinned in his 
consolation bout.

A well-documented mix-up his 
sophomore season kept him from a 
tournament run, and the pandemic 
knocked out the final round of the 
postseason last season.

Fields has been second at the 
World team Trials. He’s a North Car-
olina State signee. The 160-pounder 
has All-American status from places 
like Fargo and the Super 32. But he 
still feels like he needs to prove him-
self to the state.

That road begins at the Strongs-
ville Division I Sectional.

“It’s definitely on his mind,” Blue 
Devils coach Mike Koshar said. “He 
wants to get on that podium. He 
wants to be the state champ. He 
feels that he hasn’t been able to take 
care of the opportunities. This being 
his last year, he’s going to give it all 
he has.

“We don’t talk about it a whole 
lot, but we all know that it’s there. 
He knows what his goals are and 
what he needs to do. We just need to 
make that happen.”

This season has been tough for 
everyone with shutdowns and 
last-minute cancelations. For Fields, 
it’s been another rollercoaster full of 
twists and turns.

He stayed on the national circuit 
to start the high school season. He 
went undefeated at the Elite 8 Duals 
and continued onto Armageddon in 
Atlanta. The Journeyman was next, 
but he caught the coronavirus and 
had to miss time again.

“When I got COVID, I was like, 
‘This sucks, but I have to get 
through it just like I have everything 
else that has happened,’” he said. “I 
quarantined for the amount of time 
I had to and then got right back on 
the mat.”

The pandemic wasn’t done with 

Fields yet, as a late-season team 
shutdown caused another delay.

He comes into the postseason 
undefeated, but only one other 
full-time wrestler in the county, 
Wadsworth’s Landen Hacker (3-1), 
has less time on the mat than Fields 
(6-0).

“I’m pretty mentally prepared,” 
Fields said. “I’ve gone through 
just about everything that you can 
through. I’ve gotten it all taken away 
before. I know what that’s like twice. 
It really drives me to do great this 
year.”

True to form, Fields picked argu-
ably the toughest weight class in 
the state. In order to get that elu-
sive title, he’ll have to go through 
St. Edward’s Paddy Gallagher and 
possibly Elyria’s Enrique Mun-
guia. Gallagher is the top-ranked 
wrestler in the nation at 160 and 
is slotted third in the United 
States regardless of weight class. 
Munguia, who he has beaten the 
last two times out, is ranked fifth. 
Fields is 11th.

Cursed by injuries, unfortunate luck, 
Devils’ Fields seeking first state placing

SECTIONAL WRESTLING STATE SWIMMING

Alone 
at top
Flora first Colt 
to be All-Ohio

Flora

See FIELDS, C4

DISTRICT GIRLS BASKETBALL

When stars collide
McCormick, McKee know legacies are on line

DISTRICT 
GYMNASTICS
Can’t keep 
them down
Deighton, Taylor 
returning from injuries

Brian Dulik 
The Gazette 

MENTOR — Meghan Deighton 
and Anna Taylor were the defini-
tion of great teammates at the 
2020 state meet, spending both 
days on the competition floor 
supporting their fellow gymnasts. 

Major injuries, however, 
deprived them the opportunity 
to compete in the premier high 
school meet at Hilliard Bradley. 

Deighton was on crutches 
after tearing her right anterior 
cruciate ligament the previ-
ous week at the West Geauga 
District, while Taylor moved 
around the gym gingerly three 
months after surgery on her 
torn left Achilles tendon. 

See GYM, C3

See DUO, C4
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C4   Friday, February 26, 2021      The GazetteHIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
Sectional wrestling

(All sectionals will run first seven weights 
to completion and then final seven weights)

BRECKSVILLE DIVISION I
WHEN: Saturday, 9 a.m., 2 p.m.
TEAMS: Brecksville, Ellet, Firestone, 

Highland, Kenmore-Garfield, Kenston, 
Lakeside, Madison, Willoughby South, 
Massillon.

RANKED TEAM: 2. Brecksville.
RANKED INDIVIDUALS: 106 — 15. 

Brett Stanley (Bre); 120 — 3. Kaden 
Jett (Bre), Joey Vazsonyi (Hig); 126: 3. 
Brock Herman (Bre), 10. Corey Haney 
(Hig); 138 — 5. James Bronstrup (Bre), 
11. Ethan Wannett (Lak), 16. Creed 
Hill (Hig); 145 — 3. James Scavuzzo 
(Hig), 5. Kael Voinovich (Bre); 152 — 1. 
Victor Voinovich (Bre); 160: 6. Carter 
Lloyd (Bre), 12. William Scavuzzo (Hig); 
170 — 13. Luke Vanadia (Bre); 182 — 6. 
Anthony Rizzo (Bre), 13. Lukas Stiles 
(Hig); 195 — 12. Dominic Konopka (Hig); 
220 — 1. Ben Vanadia (Bre), 14. Joey 
Scally (Hig).

NEXT UP: North Canton Hoover 
District.

EUCLID DIVISION I
WHEN: Saturday, 9 a.m., 2 p.m.
TEAMS: Brush, Euclid, GlenOak, 

Hudson, Mayfield, Medina, Stow, Walsh 
Jesuit, Wooster.

RANKED TEAMS: None.
RANKED INDIVIDUALS: 106 — 1. 

Vinnie D’Alessandro (May), 14. Austin 
Neel (Wal); 113 — 7. Nolan Frye (Wal), 
12. Dominic Gerome (May); 132 — 3. 
Dy’Vaire VanDyke (Wal); 152 — 14. 
Gavin Wervey, (Hud); 138 — 7. Quentin 
Whitehill (Med); 145 — 12. Chase 
Henderson (Wal); 152 — 11. Zack 
Wiseman (Wal); 160 — 13. Aidan McStay 
(Hud), 14. Brandon Batson (Gle); 170 
— 9. Ronald Dimmerling (Gle), 15. Matt 
Hamula (Med); 182 — 14. Will Edmonson 
(Sto); 195 — 7. Joey Lyons (Woo); 15. 
Brendan Demuynck (Hud); 285 — 11. 
Aeden Begue (Gle).

NEXT UP: Hoover District.
STRONGSVILLE DIVISION I

WHEN: Saturday, 9 a.m., 2 p.m.
TEAMS: Bedford, Brunswick, Garfield 

Heights, North Royalton, Olmsted Falls, 
Shaker Heights, St. Ignatius, Strongsville, 
Valley Forge.

RANKED TEAMS: None.
RANKED INDIVIDUALS: 126 — 8. 

David Miller (NR); 152 — 12. Brandon 
Burkhart (OF); 126 — 12. Kenneth 
Lambert (Str); 160 – 2. Derek Fields (Bru); 
9. Nathan Urry (OF); 195 — 14. Johnny 
Schmidt (Bru); 285 — 16. Jerry White 
(OF).

NEXT UP: Perrysburg District.
WADSWORTH DIVISION I

WHEN: Saturday, 9 a.m., 4 p.m.
TEAMS: Akron North, Eastlake North, 

Barberton, Canton McKinley, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Green, Massillon Perry, Nordonia, 
Twinsburg, Wadsworth.

RANKED TEAMS: 4. Wadsworth, 8. 
Perry

RANKED INDIVIDUALS: 106 — 2. 
Jaxon Joy (Wad), 4. Austin McBurney 
(Per); 113 — 2. Mason Brugh (Wad); 
126 — 5. Mikey Lewarchick (Wad), 
11. Drew Dulcie (Per); 132 — 4. Chris 
Earnest (Wad); 138 — 12. David Shue 
(Wad); 145 — 7. Landen Hacker (Wad); 
170 — 2. Logan Messer (Wad), 6. Aidan 
Corrigan (Twi); 152 — 15. Nick Humphrys 
(Wad); 182 — 2. Sal Perrine (Nord), 7. 
Jamisen Jackson (Wad); 195 — 3. Jon 
List (Wad); 220 — 2. Logan Shepherd 
(Per), 7. Emmanuel Powell (McK); 220 — 
16. Coen Grimm (Wad); 285 — 3. Aiden 
Fockler (Per).

NEXT UP: Hoover District.
BEACHWOOD DIVISION II

WHEN: Saturday, 9:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m.
TEAMS: Aurora, Bay, Beachwood, 

Benedictine, Buckeye, Chagrin Falls, 
Chaney, Orange, Rocky River, St. 
Vincent-St. Mary, Warrensville Heights.

RANKED TEAMS: 3. Aurora, 5. St. 
Vincent-St. Mary

RANKED INDIVIDUALS: 106 — 2. 
Codie Cuerbo (Aur); 113 — 2. Kenneth 
Crosby (SVSM), 3. Robbie Sagaris (Aur), 
5. Logan Cravatas (Buc); 120 — 1. Dierre 
Clayton (SVSM), 5. Antwan Sagaris (Aur); 
126 — 8. TeAndre Allen (Ora), 9. Eddie 
Pinc (Buc), 14. Bryce Skinner (SVSM); 
132 — 7. Elliot Alessia (SVSM); 138 — 7. 
Eddie Neitenbach (Buc); 145 — 4. Nic 
Willingham (Aur), 14. Tyson Seig (SVSM); 
152 — 11. Trevor Badiu (Buc); 195 — 1. 
Dylan Fishback (Aur), 10. Jimmy Palletta 
(Ben); 220 — 6. Bryson Getz (SVSM), 15. 
Mason Cover (Bay); 285 — 4. Todd Allen 
(Buc).

NEXT UP: Norwalk District.
WEST BRANCH DIVISION II

WHEN: Saturday 9 a.m., 4 p.m.
TEAMS: Alliance, Archbishop Hoban, 

Canfield, Cloverleaf, Field, Girard, 
Howland, Louisville, Marlington, Poland 
Seminary, Salem, West Branch.

RANKED TEAM: 2. Louisville.
RANKED INDIVIDUALS: 106 — 11. 

Dylan Rhoads (Lou), 13. Ty Stricko (Can); 
113 — 4. Daniel Adams (Lou); 120 — 4. 
Dominic Hoffarth (Lou), 10. Nick Barber 
(Can); 126 — 1. Garrett Lautzenheiser 
(Lou), 13. Brenden Hamilton (Mar); 132 
— 3. Pito Castro (Lou); 138 — 1. Davin 
Rhoads (Lou), 16. Cade Cass (Clo); 152 
— 10. Daniel Kennedy (Lou), 16. Joe 
Pennington (All); 170 — 12. Cadien Hart 
(Sal); 182 — 6. Brenden Severs (Lou); 
195 — 16. Steven Marra (WB); 220 — 2. 
Kenny Marra (WB), 10. Cameron Brazek 
(Lou); 285 — 9. Gabe Gibson (How).

NEXT UP: Perry District.
INDEPENDENCE DIVISION III

WHEN: Saturday, 10 a.m., 4 p.m.
TEAMS: Black River, Brooklyn, 

Columbia, Cuyahoga Heights, Fairview, 
Garrettsville Garfield, Independence, 
Lutheran West, Mogadore, St. John 
School, Trinity, Wellington.

RANKED TEAMS: None.
RANKED INDIVIDUALS: 106 — 12. 

Brady Funk (Mog); 126 — 12. Jack 
Elmore (Fai); 132 — 9. Jeremiah McKee 
(Wel); 138 — 13. Jacob McHood (Mog); 
160 — 10. Declan Jewitt (Fai); 152 — 4. 
Nick Skye (Mog); 160 — 3. Donovan 
Palmer (LE); 195 — 2. Tyler Knight (Mog);

— Brad Bournival

“I give all three of them credit, to 
be honest,” Koshar said. “They all are 
studs. Any of those three could go a 
different weight, but they all are com-
petitors. They just want to see who the 
toughest guy on the block is. It says a 
lot for not only Derek, but the other 
two as well.”

Contact Brad Bournival 
at bournival929@gmail.com.
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The Bees, who have a 73-26 record 
and two Greater Cleveland Confer-
ence co-championships in McKee’s 
four-year career, won a district title 
two years ago. The Hornets, who 
have a 60-32 mark in McCormick’s 
four years, haven’t captured a district 
crown since 1992.

“It’s definitely been on my mind,” 
McKee said of the end of her high 
school career, “but I try to focus on 
the game ahead and what I can bring 
to help the team win.

“Defense is definitely going to be 
a key, being able to stop their top 
scorers. We have to bring energy 
the entire time. Both teams are very 
good, so that energy could be the dif-
ference in the game.”

McCormick, a Hillsdale recruit 
who ranks 15th in county history 
with 1,212 points, and McKee, an 
Ashland signee who is 30th with 
1,015 while ranking first in program 
history in free throws attempted, 
have been bringing it since they 
walked on the court as freshmen.

McCormick is averaging 15.1 
points and leads the Hornets in 
assists this season, while McKee, who 
sometimes plays point center for the 
Bees, is averaging 11.7 points and 
tops her team in rebounding and 
blocked shots.

“(McCormick) is an awesome 
scorer, and she has been since she 
was younger,” Medina coach Karen 
Kase said of the player who will be 
the focal point of her team’s defense 
tonight. “She’s only gotten better 
and more confident and comfort-
able. She’s got a good team around 
her because they grew up playing 
together, just like our team.”

Highland coach James Madison 
returned the compliment when 
asked about the long-limbed, ver-
satile McKee, who can alter a game 
without scoring a ton of points.

“She’s a phenomenal player,” he 
said. “Ashland is getting a good one. 
She plays extremely hard. She’s a 
tough matchup because she can 
guard multiple positions and play 
multiple positions on offense.”

The McStart
McKee’s Bees are 3-0 against 

McCormick’s Hornets. Earlier this 
season, on Dec. 5, Medina beat High-
land 51-40, with McKee scoring 19 
points and McCormick putting up 
15. When they were juniors, McKee 
had eight points as the Bees won 
41-38 despite 12 points from McCor-
mick. When they were sophomores, 
Medina won 51-39 even with McCor-
mick outscoring McKee 21-3.

Before they became opponents, 
however, they were middle school 
teammates for Hoop Guru, which 
was coached by McCormick’s father, 
Bill.

“She was a great teammate,” 
McKee said. “She brings a lot onto 
the basketball court. She’s a great 
player. Off the court, she’s very nice 
and fun to hang out with.”

McCormick was equally compli-
mentary of McKee, saying, “She’s a 
great girl. She’s super nice and really 
competitive. She’s a role model for 
the kids at Medina, so we’re similar in 
that way. We’re both good leaders on 
our team.

“She’s really versatile and she does 
a lot for them. She can play any posi-
tion and their offense runs through 
her. Just having her on the floor, she 
makes the defense cater to here.”

If it seems like McKee has been 
around the Medina program longer 
than four years, it’s because she has 
been. While playing basketball for 
Claggett Middle School, she also 
served as the varsity team manager 
for two years.

“She was very quiet and reserved, 
and she still is in some ways, but she 
listened in on huddles and tried to 
catch everything the coaches said,” 
Kase said. “Even as a manager, she 
wanted to do a good job, no matter 
what that job was.”

McCormick was part of a bally-
hooed class that was highly success-
ful at the middle school level, but 
that group lost in the sectional semi-
finals in its first two years at the high 
school level and had not advanced 
past the district semifinals until this 
season.

When she was a freshman, McCor-
mick was one of three ninth-graders 
in the starting lineup and scored six 
points as the Hornets dropped their 
season opener 56-47 to Orrville. 
Ninety-one more varsity games later, 
she still remembers that contest, 
which was played at Rittman.

“I was super nervous being a 

freshman starting varsity,” she said. “I 
knew what people expected us to be 
because we had really good seasons 
in seventh and eighth grade.”

Highland finished 10-13 that sea-
son, with McCormick averaging 7.7 
points. The Hornets went 13-9 her 
sophomore season, when Madison 
took over as coach from Andy Gopp 
and McCormick’s average rose to 
15.1. Her junior year Highland was 
19-5 and she averaged 14.8 points.

More than individual numbers — 
and now that winning a Suburban 
League American Conference title 
has passed her by — McCormick 
craves a district championship, 
which would be accomplished with a 
victory over McKee and the Bees.

“It would mean a lot,” she said. 
“We haven’t beat them. A lot of 
people expect that to happen again 
because it’s been the result every 
time we’ve played them, but that 
just gives us more motivation to beat 
them.

“This is our last shot. We want to 
go out with a big bang.”

Thrust into the starting lineup 
as a freshman due to an injury to a 
senior, McKee scored 10 points in a 
70-50 win at Ashland in the first of 
her 93 career games — she missed a 
pair this season while in quarantine 
because a family member had the 
coronavirus and four others as a 
junior due to a concussion — to date.

McKee ended up averaging 8.7 
points as a ninth-grader and the Bees 
went 15-10. As a sophomore, she 
averaged 10.0 as Medina reached the 
regional semifinals and finished 23-3. 
Last season she averaged 13.9 as the 

Bees finished 17-7 and won the first 
of two straight GCC titles. In the six 
games McKee has missed over her 
career, Medina is 2-4.

“She’s always led by example in 
terms of setting the pace in practice 
or being early,” Kase said. “That has 
rubbed off on people. She’s never 
going to be the loudest person in the 
room, but she knows what to do and 
she does the right thing. She’s very, 
very smart.”

The McFinish
As their storied high school playing 

careers near an end, McCormick and 
McKee have posted equally impres-
sive numbers off the court.

McCormick carries a 4.1 grade-
point average, scored a 28 on the 
ACT and plans on majoring in exer-
cise science at Hillsdale. McKee’s GPA 
is 4.7, which ranks fifth in a senior 
class of 531 students. Like McCor-
mick, she scored a 28 on the ACT and 
plans to major in biochemistry at 
Ashland, with the hope of going on 
to become a physician assistant.

“It’s an odd combination of both,” 
McKee said when asked if her first 
varsity game seems like it occurred 
yesterday or a lifetime ago. “It feels 
like it’s been a long time since then, 
but the four years definitely flew by. 
It’s crazy to think these are the last 
two weeks of my high school (basket-
ball) career.”

Kase, whose team captain ranks 
among the program’s all-time lead-
ers in points, rebounds, blocks and 
games played, takes comfort in 
knowing McKee’s presence will be 
felt long after she graduates from 
Medina.

“She’s left her legacy and helped 
elevate our program to one of the 
elite teams in Northeast Ohio for four 
years now,” the coach said. “And she 
did it the right way. She’s been a good 
player and able to play five positions 
since she was 15 years old. The way 
she carries herself and goes about it 
makes it even more special.”

McCormick, a team captain who 
ranks among Highland’s career 
leaders in points, assists, steals and 
games played, has left a similar mark 
on the Hornets program.

“She’s been the face of the program 
since she was a freshman on varsity,” 
Madison said. “She’s been our team 
leader and she’s carried us during the 
good and bad times. She’s improved 
every year. She does everything for 
us, whether it’s scoring or passing or 
breaking the press or rebounding, 
and she’s capable of guarding a lot 
of positions because she’s quick and 
strong.

“The biggest thing is she never 
takes a play off. That example has 
worn off on everybody in the pro-
gram. She’s hopefully started a trend 
where we can continue to be suc-
cessful.”

Contact Rick McNoland at (330) 721-4046 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.
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Medina’s Shannon Wojciak grabs a rebound against Highland’s Lindsey Frederick. Below, Frederick puts up a shot against Wojciak, left, 
and the Bees’ Sarah McKee.
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