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Indians first baseman Bobby Bradley takes a swing during spring training.

COMMENTARY: INDIANS

Bradley should be starting 
on name and power alone
I have seen the future of first 

base for the Cleveland Indi-
ans, and it is alliteration.

Bobby Bradley.
What a great baseball name. 

Judged strictly, and only, as a 
name, it’s right up there with 
maybe the greatest baseball 
name of them all: Mickey 
Mantle.

Bobby Bradley is just a fun 
name to say, especially when 
he hits home runs, which he 
does a lot. In fact, Bobby Brad-
ley is a spectacular name for 
a home run hitter because it 
lends itself to being shouted 
joyously into the air, with no 
words attached to or surround-
ing it — just “Bobby Bradley!” 
— after the big man goes yard.

Who among us, in our mind’s 

ear, can’t hear Tom Hamilton 
shouting “BOBBY BRAD-
LEYYYY!” and nothing else, to 
the accompaniment of however 
many decibels of noise are being 
generated by whatever percent-
age of fans are allowed into Pro-
gressive Field on a given night, as 
they raucously celebrate after the 
big man goes yard?

No offense to Jake Bauers, 
but ... (looks at readers and 
shrugs).

As names go, “Bobby Brad-
ley!” is a party. “Jake Bauers” is 
a book club.

The Indians, as you may 
have heard, are using spring 
training as auditions for 
multiple jobs in their start-
ing lineup. One of those 
is first base. Among those 
included in that cattle call 
is the melodiously named 
Bobby Bradley. The other 
hopefuls include Bauers, one 
of the Naylors — Josh, not 
Bo — and possibly a late, 
end-of-spring-training addi-
tion-to-be-named (trade? 
waiver claim?) should Chris 
Antonetti and the Antonettes 
decide that the position 
needs more cowbell.

Jim ingraham

See INGRAHAM, C3

Power couple

PHOTO PROVIDED

Medina coach Chris Hassinger, left, hugs wife Hilary after the Bees won the Division I, Northeast 4 District 
championship.

COMMENTARY: 
BROWNS

Scott Petrak

Seven 
starters 
could go
Time is running short for 

the Browns to re-sign 
their players set to 

become free agents.
Yes, they can bring them 

back after free agency begins 
Wednesday — the leaguewide 
negotiation period starts 
Monday — but the task gets 
tougher as the other 31 teams 
can enter the fray.

The Browns can live without 
any of the unrestricted free 
agents-to-be, but the volume 
adds urgency for second-year 
general manager Andrew Berry. 
Seventeen players are free to 
leave, including seven starters.

Defensive tackle Larry 
Ogunjobi is arguably the 
best player on the list, but 
there’s been 
no indication 
the Browns 
will pay top 
dollar to keep 
him. He was a 
starter the last 
three years, 
developed into 
a team leader 
and showed 
flashes of 
dominance but 
didn’t emerge 
into a consis-
tent playmaker 
as hoped.

The market 
for Ogunjobi, 
a third-round 
pick in 2017, will be inter-
esting. Spotrac.com predicts 
he’ll get $9.3 million a year on 
a three-year deal, while Pro 
Football Focus forecasts a one-
year deal for $2.75 million.

If the market settles closer 
to $3 million, the Browns may 
re-enter the picture as they 
search for depth on the line. 
They could take the same 
approach for many of their 
free agents.

Receiver Rashard Higgins 
has garnered the most con-
versation of the bunch. The 
fan favorite has made it clear 
he wants to return for a sixth 
season in Cleveland, and Berry 
said Higgins is loved within 
the organization and wanted 
back. But Berry also pointed 
out free agency can be “diffi-
cult.”

The difficulty is all about the 
finances. On both sides of the 
negotiation.

The Browns are scheduled 
to pay starting wideouts 
Odell Beckham Jr. and Jarvis 
Landry $15.75 million and 
$13.25 million, respectively, 
in 2021. They also have Don-
ovan Peoples-Jones entering 
his second season and a draft 
loaded with quality receivers. 

See PETRAK, C3

Ogunjobi

Higgins

Rick Noland
The Gazette

The first time Hilary 
Holzworth saw Chris 
Hassinger, she was 

attending a Wadsworth foot-
ball game as a 14-year-old 
freshman. Wearing a bright 
orange hat, an old flannel 
shirt, grass-stained blue jeans 
and some dirty, beat-up boots, 
her future husband, then a 
Wadsworth junior, was seated 
a few rows in front of her.

Almost at a loss for words, Hil-
ary managed to lean over and ask 
a friend, “Who’s that dork?”

“It probably wasn’t the best 
first impression, but it went up 
from there,” Hilary said Thurs-
day. “Of course, he’s never 
cared much about how he 
looks or how he dresses. That 
hasn’t changed since the first 
time I met him.”

Eventually, Chris, now the 
varsity boys basketball coach at 

Medina, asked 
Hilary, who has 
a doctorate in 
psychology, on 
a date. Sort of. 
Too nervous to 
do it himself, 
he had a friend 
ask her for him. 
With no other 
plans that eve-
ning, Hilary said 
yes, so Chris, 
who didn’t play 
basketball as 
a high school 
junior, splurged 
and took her to 
a Wadsworth 
hoops game in 

January 1989.
Not counting a handful of 

brief high school breakups, 
some of which didn’t last 
much longer than a 60-second 
basketball timeout, and one 
fairly serious one when Hilary 
left for college at Ohio Uni-
versity in the fall of 1992, they 
dated for seven years.

On May 25, the Hassingers, 
now with four children, will 
celebrate their 25th wedding 
anniversary.

Chris knows this with abso-
lute certainty because Hilary 
had the date they got married 
inscribed on his wedding ring.

“I know nothing about what’s 
going on,” he said with a laugh. 
“I’ll walk in the door and say, 
‘Where are we going?’ I can’t tell 
you how much we have in our 
bank account. I can’t tell you if 
our insurance is paid.

“She’s the smartest person I 
know. She’s a brainiac. She used 
to push me in high school to be 
a better student, even when she 
was a freshman. I don’t know 
how our family would function 
without her, because I’m gone 
all the time. She does every-
thing. She knows how crazy I 
am about basketball.”

Chris Hassinger is a coach, but Hilary holds the family together

H. Hassinger

C. Hassinger

See HASSINGERS, C4
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Ralph D. Russo
The Associated Press

Mount St. Mary’s earned 
its sixth bid to the 
NCAA Tournament on 

Tuesday night by beating Bryant 
in the Northeast Conference 
Championship game, setting 
off a postgame celebration that 
included joy, anticipation, hugs 
— and COVID-19 testing.

Before the Mountaineers 
made the 7½-hour bus trip 
from Smithfield, R.I., back to 
Emmitsburg, Md., they were 
tested again Wednesday 
morning.

“Even last night as we were 
celebrating, we were on the 
court and I was reminding 
guys, ‘Hey, put your mask on,‘” 
Mount St. Mary’s director of 
basketball operations Jeremy 
Freeman said during that long 
bus ride back. “You don’t want 
the celebration of a champi-
onship to not let you get into 
Indy.”

The Mountaineers and 67 
other teams will be playing in 
an NCAA Tournament like no 
other. Instead of the event being 
scattered throughout arenas 
from coast to coast, every game 
will be played in Indiana, all 
but a handful in Indianapolis, 
and with attendance sharply 
limited. A similar arrangement 
is in place for the women’s 
tournament in and around San 
Antonio in South Texas.

A year after the tournament 
was canceled before it began 
because of the pandemic, a 
devastating blow financially 
and emotionally to everyone 
involved in college sports, the 
NCAA is determined to keep 
the coronavirus from being a 

bracket buster over three care-
ful, hopeful weeks.

Postponements and resched-
uling are not the options they 
were during the regular season.

“We said from the beginning 
that the challenge with the tour-
nament versus the regular sea-
son is once you get started, it’s 
hard to pause,” said Dan Gavitt, 
the NCAA’s senior vice president 
of basketball. “And so the plan is 
put all the work in on the front 
end and make sure everybody’s 
healthy, safe and eligible so the 
games can go off as scheduled 
and we can keep the tourna-
ment going forward.”

Ground rules
To play 67 games over three 

weeks in Indiana, the NCAA is 
taking over four hotels, five are-
nas, one NFL stadium and an 
entire convention center. Teams 
will be mostly shielded from the 
general public, including friends 
and family, from the time they 
get on buses and planes that 
will take them to Indianapolis 
until they are either eliminated 
or win the whole thing on 
April 5 at Lucas Oil Stadium.

As long as they play they will 
operate under strict protocols 
and tight schedules.

Everybody gets a single hotel 
room. Every team gets its own 
floor in a hotel and space at 
the convention center. For 
guidance, Gavitt said the NCAA 
turned to professional leagues 
such as the NBA and NHL, 
which successfully staged lim-
ited site playoffs last year.

Just don’t call it a bubble.
“Well, we’ve used the words 

‘controlled environment,’” 
Gavitt said.

Each member of a team’s 

34-person travel party — down 
from 75 — must complete 
seven negative COVID-19 tests 
before leaving for Indianapolis. 
At least one of those seven tests 
must be a PCR test, considered 
the most accurate.

Mount St. Mary’s started its 
testing Saturday, just in case 
it earned a bid, and is one of 
10 teams expected to arrive in 
Indianapolis on Saturday. The 
17 teams that are scheduled 
to lock up spots in conference 
tournaments this weekend 
are due in Sunday. The rest of 
the field needs to be in town 
by Monday with the First Four 
games set for next Thursday 
and the first round tipping off 
the next day.

The NCAA usually pays for 
teams to travel to tournament 
sites by charter bus or plane. 
This year, those arrangements 
include socially distanced 
seating plans that have been 
approved by public health offi-
cials in Indiana and personal 
protective equipment such as 
N95 masks and goggles to be 
worn during the trip.

There will be no food or 
beverage services on planes. 
Bus drivers will be tested for 
COVID-19.

“Because you don’t want 
there to be a potential contact 
traceable event on the plane,” 
said Dr. Brian Hainline, the 
NCAA’s chief medical officer.

Upon arrival in Indianapolis, 
players, coaches and other team 
personnel will be tested for 
COVID-19 and then expected to 
quarantine until that test result 
is returned. Then they will be 
tested again, and returned to 
quarantine until that result is 

back. Players will wear devices 
that track who they have been 
in close proximity with to 
aid contact tracing — which 
everyone is hoping won’t be 
necessary.

Daily tests will continue 
throughout the tournament. 
Those who have been vacci-
nated for COVID-19 will still 
be tested, Hainline said. Those 
who have tested positive previ-
ously are exempt from surveil-
lance testing for 90 days after 
their positive test, which is in 
line with CDC guidance.

Hainline said testing not 
only provides valuable virus 
surveillance, it is a tone-setter 
for the event. As has been the 
case throughout the pandemic, 
individual behavior and adher-
ing to protocols will ultimately 
determine success.

“I think it’s taken to an 
entirely different level now that 
there just cannot be any lapse 
in terms of physical distancing 
and masking other than when 
you’re on the court or when 
you’re actively in practice and 
competition,” Hainline said.

Logistically, the first week will 
be by far the most challenging. 
When the second round is 
completed on March 22, the 
field will be down to 16 teams 
and they will all be moved to 
one hotel. They will be able to 
stretch out at the convention 
center as meeting rooms will be 
expanded, but the vigilance will 
continue.

Off the court
Team hotels are connected to 

the convention center in Indi-
anapolis by skyways that will 
be closed to the public. Teams 
will be escorted to the conven-

tion center where 12 practice 
courts have been set up, along 
with meeting rooms equipped 
for film sessions. Next week, 
practices will run from 9 a.m. 
until 10 p.m. and the schedule 
is rigid. Normally, teams would 
be permitted to arrange some 
of their own practices at local 
high schools or colleges. Not 
this year.

“So it’s the same for every-
body, but there’s not any flexi-
bility in that first week,” Gavitt 
said.

Players can expect to have 
video games available in their 
rooms to fill down time, along 
with some other swag that will 
keep them busy “both intellec-
tually and the fun stuff,” Gavitt 
said.

Players can mix in lobbies 
and common spaces, but they 
will be encouraged to do so 
masked and properly spaced 
out. Opportunities to get out-
side as a group, weather permit-
ting, will be coordinated by the 
NCAA. Team meals will be held 
at hotels, with predetermined 
seating arrangements. If any-
body needs a late-night snack, 
they can order takeout through 
an NCAA ambassador assigned 
to each team.

Players themselves will not 
be on lockdown at their hotels. 
There won’t be guards on every 
floor or security cameras moni-
toring exits and hallways.

“I mean, that’s just not college 
athletics,” Gavitt said.

But there will be security in 
hotel lobbies and other venues 
to keep unauthorized visitors 
away.

“We also know we have fans 
and family members and oth-

ers that would love to interact 
with those student-athletes 
and coaches,” Gavitt said. “And 
if we’re going to be successful, 
that’s not going to work until a 
team is either a champion or 
has lost and gone home.”

Game time
Once the bracket is released 

Sunday night, teams will not 
be reseeded. Replacement 
teams are a possibility if needed 
only within 48 hours of the 
announcement: After 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, teams that make the 
field cannot be replaced if a 
player gets sick. Their oppo-
nents simply advances in the 
bracket, though Gavitt acknowl-
edged Wednesday that as long 
as a team has five players avail-
able, it can play as long as it 
keeps winning.

“We decided if they had five 
players eligible and healthy,” 
they could play,” he said. “We 
wrestled with contingencies, 
and thought it was fairest for a 
team that earned its way, that 
even if it was compromised, 
they should have the oppor-
tunity to play rather than be 
replaced.”

There will be no bands or 
cheerleaders at this year’s games, 
though there will be fans. Overall 
attendance for each venue will 
be capped at 25%, but Gavitt 
said at the smaller venues it 
probably won’t even get that 
high because of social distancing 
and pod seating.

“Although this year’s champi-
onships may be different,” said 
Joni Comstock, the NCAA’s senior 
VP of championships, “we are 
committed to providing a mem-
orable once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence for all student-athletes.”

COLLEGE

NCAA tourneys are full steam ahead

That craziness has only increased 
in recent days. The Bees became the 
fourth boys team in Medina County 
history to win a regional semifinal 
game when they downed North Can-
ton Hoover 54-43 Wednesday night. 
Medina will play Greater Cleveland 
Conference rival Mentor on Saturday 
at 2 p.m. in the Twinsburg Division 
I Regional final, and a Bees victory 
would make them the third county 
boys team to reach the state tourna-
ment.

Medina’s animated coach will be 
hard to miss on the sideline.

“You could put a camera on him 
and not watch the game at all and 
still be thoroughly entertained,” Hil-
ary said. “I can’t say I look purposely, 
but I know he’s over there doing his 
antics. He looks like he’s dancing, 
kicking and playing soccer — all at 
the same time.”

Separation anxiety
Now a physical education teacher 

at Medina, Chris was starting his 
third year at the University of Akron 
when Hilary was preparing to leave 
for her freshman year at Ohio U. 
He didn’t like the fact she was going 
to be several hours away, so he got 
stubborn, dug in his heels and they 
broke up right before she left for 
college.

By the spring of Hilary’s fresh-
man year, Chris couldn’t take it any 
longer. Totally miserable, he found 
himself dialing the phone. When 
Hilary answered, he apologized for 
being selfish. They’ve been together 
— even when they were physically 
apart — ever since.

“I was 14 when we started dat-
ing,” Hilary said of that breakup, “so 
I gave myself a little bit of a grace 
period.”

Asked what initially attracted her 
to Chris, she said his personality, 
then apologized for giving such a 
generic answer.

“I know everyone says that, but 
he loves people,” Hilary said. “He is 
a giving person. I certainly saw that 
early on, and he’s continued to show 
that. We were always very comfort-
able with each other. I can’t really 
describe that, but I just felt a level of 
comfort.”

Chris was way more direct when 
asked the same question about his 
5-foot-1 wife, quickly opening his 
wallet and pulling out a high school 
picture of a very tan Hilary.

“She’s hot,” he said. “And she’s 
incredibly smart and caring. I’m 
pretty lucky.”

Married shortly after Hilary grad-
uated from OU in 1996, Chris was 
teaching and coaching at Medina 
— as a head coach, he’s 114-65 with 
four regional appearances in seven 
seasons with the boys team and 
177-91 overall counting four years 
with the girls team — and Hilary was 
beginning graduate school at Bowl-
ing Green.

Not wanting to be apart again, 

they rented a condo in Clyde, which 
required Hilary to drive 45 minutes 
to BG in one direction and Chris 
to make a 75-minute commute to 
Medina in the other.

“I’m fortunate that she’s really 
independent,” Chris said. “We’ve had 
to learn how to make things work. In 
the early years she’d ask, ‘What time 
are you going to be home?’ I’d tell her 
4:30, but 4:30 would somehow turn 
into 6 o’clock. She rolled with it.”

Back home
After Hilary finished at Bowling 

Green in 1999, she and Chris settled 
in Wadsworth. In addition to their 
home in town and a 12-acre plot in 
Wadsworth Township, they man-
age nine properties in Wadsworth, 
another in Barberton and are 
part-owners of Ann’s Pastry Shop.

Their in-laws and some other 
family members are only a few long 
basketball outlet passes away, which 
allowed Hilary to work part time 
while she and Chris raised children 
Drew, a 20-year-old sophomore at 
Kent State who played for Chris at 
Medina, Hayden, a 16-year-old Wad-
sworth junior, Luke, a 15-year-old 
eighth-grader at Wadsworth Middle 
School, and Reese, a 12-year-old sev-
enth-grader.

Hilary’s most rambunctious kid 
will turn 50 on Oct. 17 but still could 
pass for 30.

“He’s either 100 mph or he’s in the 
chair sound asleep,” she said of Chris. 
“He can be so excited and so high 
energy, and then he sits for one min-
ute and he’s out. I could show you 50 
pictures of him sleeping that I have 
on my phone. His mouth is wide 
open and he’s snoring. It’s hilarious, 
so I take one almost every time. He 
can sleep anywhere, anytime.”

On many nights, though, Chris 
only sleeps for four or five hours. 

He’s been known to get up at 2:30 
or 3:30 a.m. and, wanting to review 
a play on video or diagram a new 
one, head to his coaching office at 
Medina, where he often stays until 
late in the evening.

Hilary is fine with this, as long as 
Chris exits in a hurry in the morning.

“I don’t do anything quietly,” Chris 
said. “And I’m an early riser and she’s 
a sleeper.”

The 6-foot Chris is so energetic 
and in such constant motion that 
he can eat pretty much whatever he 
wants. Still wearing 32-inch waist 
pants, he weighs 160 pounds, or five 
fewer than when he graduated from 
Wadsworth 31 years ago.

At times, so many things run 
through his mind that he’ll start 
talking about one thing and end up 
on a completely different subject. 
At other times, he can be staring 
directly at Hilary, who is detailing 
plans for later in the day, and not 
hear a word she’s saying.

“He has some deficits in atten-
tion,” Hilary said. “When I get irri-
tated is when I’m trying to tell him 
something important and he looks 
at his phone. He doesn’t hear half of 
what I say. The kids are even pick-
ing up on it now. He’ll literally be 
mid-sentence asking you a question 
and his train of thought goes some-
where else.

“I try to have a family calendar 
and let him know what’s on the 
schedule, but I can’t let him know 
too far in advance because by the 
time we get to that, he’ll forget and 
say, ‘You never told me.’ So now I 
try to time it so I can tell him right 
before.”

Totally aware Chris sometimes 
tries to do too many things at one 
time, the Hassingers have found the 
perfect solution.

“I leave my phone at home, 

because I get distracted very easily, 
and we’ll go for an hour or two-hour 
walk,” Chris said. “That’s our ‘us’ 
time, because we aren’t very exciting 
people. We don’t do much.”

On those walks, Chris focuses on 
Hilary’s words the same way he locks 
in when an opposing coach changes 
defenses. Whether it’s discussing 
their days, talking about their kids or 
planning a vacation, it’s an enjoyable 
and important part of both their 
lives.

“It can be big things or just every-
day stuff,” Hilary said. “It’s just a 
really good way to connect.”

In a pickle
Whether it’s Monopoly, Uno or 

being the first one to get from the 
car to the house, Chris has to com-
pete — and win — at everything.

“It could be the simplest thing,” 
Hilary said. “There’s nothing he 
doesn’t want to win at.”

A tennis player at Wadsworth, 
Hilary once agreed to play in a co-ed 
Pickleball league with Chris, thinking 
she’d be decent at it and it would be a 
great way to get some exercise while 
having some fun with her husband.

Wrong.
“He spent so much time yelling 

at me whenever I made a mistake, 
coaching me, we lasted one season,” 
she said. “He wanted to win the 
league, and I just wanted to have 
fun.

“Coaching is in his blood. I’ll be 
loading the dishwasher and he’s 
coaching me: ‘Maybe this would be 
better. Maybe this would fit more 
dishes.’ He has a hard time not say-
ing something when he thinks he 
sees a better way of doing things.”

Coaches, though, can’t lack con-
fidence. They have to believe their 
way is the best way or their players 

will sense doubt. They have to push 
when pushing is required, console 
when compassion is needed and 
motivate when desire is lacking. 
Most of all, they have to connect 
with their players.

Few do it better than Hassinger, 
a mad basketball scientist who can 
scream at his players one moment 
and laugh hysterically with them the 
next because they know he cares.

“That’s a huge part of his success,” 
Hilary said. “If you know someone 
really cares and that’s why they’re 
yelling or criticizing, that’s very 
different than coming from a place 
where it’s all negative. That’s why he 
gets what he gets out of his players. 
They know he genuinely cares about 
them.”

Hilary, who has used her psy-
chology degree to assist patients 
with weight management decisions 
as a full-time employee at Summa 
facilities in Wadsworth, Medina and 
Green since Drew graduated from 
Medina in 2019, doesn’t have skin 
nearly as thick as her husband’s 
players.

That’s why, whether Chris is 
coaching the Medina varsity or any 
of the kids’ travel or AAU teams, 
she’s learned to sit apart from most 
fans and surround herself with fam-
ily members.

“Early on, I wasn’t very smart 
about my seat selection, so I got 
in situations where I heard critical 
things,” she said. “Now I try to sit 
in a spot where I know the people 
around me. I’m not a very good bas-
ketball coach’s wife. I get very anx-
ious. In tense games, I usually end 
up watching on film afterward. I get 
pretty nervous.”  

When Medina suffers a tough loss, 
Hilary has learned to console Chris, 
then give him some space. But only 
so much. By the next morning, he’d 
better be over it.

“That’s an area where he’s gotten 
so much better,” she said. “He’s been 
coaching for 27 years, and I’ve been 
there for all of it. Early on, it could 
ruin our entire weekend. It got to the 
point where I had to sit him down 
and say, ‘Listen, you can’t do this.’ 
We reached an agreement that he 
can be grumpy that night, but then 
he has to let it go.”

Outgoing and charismatic, Chris 
rarely stays down for long. For one, 
he’s got too much energy. Two, he’s 
always thinking about ways for the 
Bees to get better.

Most importantly, he knows how 
good he has it — at Medina and at 
home. Just as he gives advice to his 
players and expects them to follow 
it, he’s learned to trust Hilary when 
she voices an opinion.

“She’s just so confident and 
self-reliant,” Chris said. “If anything 
ever happened to me, she’d still be 
OK. She’s a family-first person. She’s 
the rock. It would all fall apart with-
out her. I’m the head coach here (at 
Medina) and the assistant coach at 
home.” 

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4046 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.
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The Hassinger family is comprised of, left to right, Chris, Hayden, Reese, Drew, Luke and Hilary.
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