
“We knew they were good,” 
Grizzlies coach Mike Moser 
said after his team fell to 3-1, 
0-1. “They’ve got a phenom-
enal big in Garito and guys 
around him who can knock 
down shots and score off the 
dribble. They’ve got a great 
combination of what it takes 
to succeed.

“Ganley is a leader. He 
makes that team go. He’s a 
veteran and he’s been around 
this for a while. Skaljac is an 
incredible passer, he shoots 
the ball well, he sees the floor 
well and he’s incredibly crafty.”

The only Wadsworth players 
to have much success offen-
sively were junior shooting 
guard Solomon Callaghan (19 
points, 5 rebounds) and soph-
omore small forward Maxx 
Bosley (16, 4). Bosley scored 
six of the Grizzlies’ 11 points in 
the opening period and made 
six of the team’s seven free 
throws on the night, while the 
slow-starting Callaghan got all 
his points over the final 20:44, 
with 13 coming in the second 
half.

Going 7-for-25 from the 
field overall and 1-for-16 on 
3-pointers, Wadsworth trailed 
34-20 at intermission, at which 
time the Bees were 14-for-
24 from the floor and 4-for-7 
from deep.

“I feel like we were getting 
some shots, but we weren’t 
knocking them down,” Cal-
laghan said. “It’s tough when 
you’re not hitting shots and 
they are.”

Brecksville had six team 
fouls with 1:53 to play in the 
opening quarter, but Wad-
sworth, unable to do much of 
anything against the 2-3, didn’t 
get into the one-and-one until 
20.1 seconds remained in the 
first half.  

“That’s something we were 
talking about,” Moser said. 
“We told them to continue to 
attack, continue to attack. I’m 
not sure why we stopped.”

Occasionally playing man-
to-man and going to a trap on 
a few occasions, the Bees blew 
the game open by winning the 
third period 26-17, giving them 
a 60-37 lead. The high-water 
mark was 29 at 70-41.

The Grizzlies tried to pres-
sure the Bees early and late, 
but didn’t enjoy much success.

“Every time No. 1 (Ganley) 
or No. 3 (Skaljac) brought 
the ball down the floor, they 
weren’t in a rush,” Bosley said. 
“They were under control, and 
we could not stop them when 
they were going to the hoop.”

Added Callaghan: “They’re 
obviously good players. They 
did a good job of doing what 
they needed to do. Going for-
ward, we just need to step it 

up and battle with guards like 
them.”

The Grizzlies made six 
3-pointers in the second half, 
but it was way too little, way 
too late. Point guard Caden 
Madigan had seven points and 
three assists for Wadsworth, 
while center Connor Sams had 
four points and three boards.

“It’s early in the year,” Bos-
ley said. “We’ve got Hudson 
and Nordonia on the road next 
week. Starting on Monday in 
practice, we need to be ready 
to go.”

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4046 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.

Brecksville 77, 
Wadsworth 54
BRECKSVILLE  17  17  26  17  —  77
WADSWORTH  11   9   17  17  —  54

Brecksville — Eli Skaljac 3-0-7, Matt Rose 
5-0-10, Chase Garito 6-0-12, Tyler Ganley 
6-5-18, Luke Skaljac 7-3-18, Trey Green 0-0-
0, Nate Usrey 0-2-2, Jermiah Michael 3-0-7, 
T.J. Keen 0-0-0, Mason Lewis 0-0-0, Brady 
Ganley 1-0-3. TOTALS: 31-10-77.

Wadsworth — Maxx Bosley 4-6-16, Alex 
Neville 0-0-0, Connor Sams 2-0-4, Solomon 
Callaghan 8-0-19, Caden Madigan 3-0-7, 
Alex Risher 1-1-4, Elliot Simmons 1-0-2, Luke 
McMillen 0-0-0, Finn Schmitt 1-0-2, Sully 
Chadbourne 0-0-0. TOTALS: 20-7-54.

3-point goals — T. Ganley, L. Skaljac, 
E. Skaljac, Michael, B. Ganley, Callaghan 
3, Bosley 2, Madigan, Risher. Rebounds 
— Brecksville 30 (Garito 8), Wadsworth 22 
(Callaghan 5). Assists — Brecksville 13 
(T. Ganley 5), Wadsworth 9 (Madigan 3). 
Records — Brecksville (2-0, 1-0), Wadsworth 
(3-1, 0-1). Junior varsity — Brecksville 49, 
Wadsworth 40 (W: Luke McMillen 10 points).

cyan C2 magenta C2 yellow C2 black C2

C2   Saturday, December 11, 2021      The GazetteHIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

View Inventory & Apply Online at

www.jaysautosalesinc.net ©
Th

e 
Ga

ze
tte

CELEBRATING 
32 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

1310 High Street • Wadsworth, OH 44281

330-334-1080
Fax: 330-335-7707

$500 Off For Veterans & First Responders

Bad/No 
Credit? 

No 
Problem!

08 Dodge
Avenger

#6384. Extremely clean, ‘08 Dodge 
Avenger with all the power options 
including locks / windows / mirrors, 
keyless entry, AC, leather interior, and 
like new tires! 

08 Hyundai
Santa FE

#6317. Extra clean, well maintained 
‘08’ Santa Fe, front wheel drive, all 
power options available, AC, like new 
tires.

10 Volkswagen 
Golf

#6385. Extremely clean, ‘10 Volkswa-
gen Golf Base with all the power op-
tions including locks / windows / mir-
rors, keyless entry, AC, leather interior, 
and like new tires! 

11 Honda
Accord

#6370. Extremely clean, ‘11 Honda 
Accord with all the power options 
including locks / windows / mirrors, 
keyless entry, AC, and like new tires! 

08 Hyundai
Veracruz

#6386. Extremely clean, ‘08 Hyundai 
Veracruz with all the power options 
including locks / windows / mirrors, 
AC, and like new tires!

04 Honda
Pilot

#6375. Extremely clean, ‘04 Honda Pi-
lot with all the power options includ-
ing locks / windows / mirrors, keyless 
entry, AC, and like new tires!

GIRLS: CLOVERLEAF 75, SPRINGFIELD 44

Remarkable 
breakthrough
Colts’ Brown continues to dazzle 

Albert Grindle
The Gazette

WESTFIELD TWP. — The 
middle school basketball mem-
ories for Laurell Brown aren’t 
warm and fuzzy. They’re moti-
vation.

Now a high-scoring Clover-
leaf senior, Brown was little 
more than a self-described seat 
warmer. She’d check in for a 
minute or so at the end of each 
quarter and sometimes less 
depending on how many times 
she had the 
ball taken 
from her like 
candy from a 
baby.

B r o w n 
loved to the 
game too 
much to quit 
and knew 
change was needed. There 
were signs of a breakthrough 
when she was a junior varsity 
freshman, but no one in their 
right mind — even Brown — 
expected this.

After a 75-44 Metro Athletic 
Conference blowout of Spring-
field on Friday, the 5-foot-10, 
left-handed pseudo center is 
leading Medina County with a 
crisp 22.0 scoring average. That’s 
only 1.0 off the school record set 
by Alyssa Spechalske in 1983-84, 
in case anyone was wondering. 

“I’m not going to lie. It wasn’t 
the best,” Brown recalled. “I 
really wanted to get better so it 
wasn’t I just get to sit in a seat 
and warm it up. I wanted to 
play more and get better for my 
team.

“I realized that if I keep my 
bad attitude, it’s not going to 
help anyone and if I have that 
attitude, that’s how I’m going to 
play,” she added. “I had to put 
it in my head that you have to 
have the right attitude to play.”

Brown always had natural 
athleticism, but her confidence 
“killed” her. She was especially 
petrified with the ball — “I was 
like, ‘Here, have it!” she joked 
— which was a double-edged 
sword in a Colts program built 
around pushing pace, taking a 
ton of shots and playing without 
fear.

Coach John Carmigiano and 
assistant Jeff Patterson saw the 
fulfilled potential in 2019-20, 
when Brown broke into the var-
sity starting lineup and averaged 
5.2 points and 7.4 rebounds 
while rarely seeing the ball. Then 
Brown became a second-team 
All-MAC player as a junior with 
averages of 11.3 and 9.9.

Now a high-post nightmare 
who can shoot 15-footers 
or lower her head and plow 
through multiple players — she 
did both en route to 28 points, 

eight boards, four steals and two 
assists against the Spartans (1-6, 
1-3) — Brown also is putting 
up 8.4 rebounds and 5.6 steals 
while shooting 60-for-101 from 
the floor (.594) and a spectac-
ular 55-for-61 at the foul line 
(.902).

Remember: This is girls bas-
ketball, where career trajectory 
is almost always clear before 
a player’s junior season. Late 
breakthroughs like Brown’s are 
rare.

“I’ve never seen anyone come 
so far in their high school career 
from beginning to end,” said 
18th-year coach Carmigiano, 
who passed Buckeye’s Steve 
Boris (222-151, 1982-86, 1988-
2001) for second place on the 
Medina County wins list. “She’s 
just made drastic improve-
ments, and it’s been all about 
her confidence.”

While Brown starred against 
Springfield to give her 131 
points over the last five games, 
the high-powered Colts (7-1, 
4-0) also got good performances 
from freshman jitterbug Saige 
Foky (15 points), All-Gazette 
point forward Tori Smith (14 
points, 6 rebounds, 4 steals) 
and guard Meghan Cavey (5 
rebounds, 5 assists).

Cloverleaf is averaging 61.1 
points, which is on pace to break 
the school standard of 60.3 set in 
1989-90.

With the additions of ath-
letic freshmen Foky and Emma 
Hibler in the backcourt to com-
plement an experienced roster, 
the Colts appear to have the 
pieces to make Carmigiano’s 
run-and-gun system dynamic. 
They’ve yet to play MAC pow-
erhouse Norton (4-2, 4-0) or 
Woodridge (5-1, 3-1) but are 
certainly riding high.

Brown’s breakthrough has 
been a big reason why.

“Our team has grown a lot, 
especially over the summer,” 
Brown said. “We’ve all been 
working as a team, especially 
today.

“It’s been crazy. It’s pretty 
amazing.” 

Contact Albert Grindle at (330) 721-4043 
or agrindle@medina-gazette.com.

Cloverleaf 75, 
Springfield 44
SPRINGFIELD 11   9   15   9   —  44
CLOVERLEAF 17  18  22  18  —  75

Springfield — Josie Turney 0-0-0, Victoria 
Fields 2-1-5, Destiny Ruggiero 0-0-0, Ellie 
Gardinier 3-0-8, Leah Kern 1-2-5, Rhian Kendall 
2-0-5, Laci Garner 3-1-7, Sydney Hillyard 0-1-1, 
Kendall Wilderman 5-0-11, Annabelle Lemon 
0-0-0, Taylor Holmes 0-0-0, Yuranny Gonzalez 
1-0-2. TOTALS: 17-5-44.

Cloverleaf — Julia Armogida 1-1-3, Tori Smith 
4-3-14, Laurell Brown 10-8-28, Saige Foky 5-2-
15, Meghan Cavey 1-0-2, Emma Malikowski 
0-0-0, Emma Hibler 2-0-5, Jaclyn Carske 2-2-6, 
Cydnei Miller 0-0-0, Kaylee Hendrock 1-0-2, 
Brooke Gucker 0-0-0, Karoline Kreider 0-0-0. 
TOTALS:  26-16-75.

3-point goals — Gardinier 2, Kern, Kendall, 
Wilderman, Smith 3, Foky 3, Hibler. Rebounds 
— Springfield 33 (Ruggiero 6), Cloverleaf 41 
(Brown, Malikowski 8). Assists — Springfield 
7 (Hillyard 2), Cloverleaf 14 (Cavey 5). Records 
— Springfield (1-6, 1-3), Cloverleaf (7-1, 4-0). 
Junior varsity — Springfield 42, Cloverleaf 27 
(C: Hibler, Ana de Vicente Sanjurjo 9).

BOYS BASKETBALL
Bucks pull away in fourth

WILSON, N.Y. — Danny 
Flood scored 24 points Friday 
as Buckeye’s boys basketball 
team defeated Buffalo Inte-
rantional Prep 64-57 at the 
Wilson Holiday Tournament.

Nick Miller added 17 points 
for the Bucks (2-1), who won 
the fourth quarter 20-13.

In another game:

Columbia 67, 
Black River 40

SULLIVAN TWP. — The Pirates 
(2-2, 0-2) fell in Lorain County 

League play. No individual 
results were reported.

Results
Wilson (N.Y.) Holiday Tournament

Buckeye 64, Buffalo International Prep 57
BUCKEYE 12  17  15  20  —  64
INTERNATIONAL 8  17  19  13  —  57

Buckeye — Caden Hudak 1-3-5, Nick 
Miller 7-1-17, Luke Knittel 1-0-2, Nick 
Prochaska 1-1-4, Danny Flood 9-4-24, 
Kaymen Marshall 3-0-6, Connor Greer 0-0-
0, Joey Lenarth 2-2-6. TOTALS: 24-11-64.

International Prep — Schoonover 6-1-
14, White 0-2-2, Hawkins 3-1-8, Jerrano 
4-2-12, Owens 0-0-0, Braswell 0-0-0, Douth 
0-0-0, Allen 9-2-21. TOTALS: 22-8-57.

3-point goals — Flood 2, Miller 2, 
Prochaska, Jerrano 2, Allen, Schoonover, 
Hawkins. Records — Buckeye (2-1), 
International Prep (3-1).

Things changed quickly for 
the Comets while the Blue Dev-
ils continued to struggle in the 
second half as Solon cranked 
up the defensive pressure.

“We are at our best when 
we get up and down,” Solon 
coach Tony DeCesare said. 
“Sometimes it takes a little 
while to affect teams with our 
pressure, and we’ve got to jump 
into some different presses to 
see what will work that night. 
When we can get up and down 
— we’ve been over 80 a couple 
times this year — that’s where 
we have to play.”

Solon opened things up and 
put the pedal through the floor 
in a dominating third quarter in 
which they outscored the Blue 
Devils 32-12 to take control of 
the game.

“They are extremely tal-
ented,” Mackey said. “They’re 
extremely athletic and very well 
coached. You add those three 
things up and it makes for a 
long night when you’re not 
playing well.”

Keyed by its up-tempo style, 
Solon scored the majority of its 
points in transition.

When they did set up in the 
half court, the Comets worked 
the ball though forward Sam 
Marbury with a great deal of 
success. The 6-foot-5 senior, 
who had just one point at half-
time, led the Comets with 15 in 
the second half.

The Blue Devils’ only points 
in the first 4:30 of the third 
quarter came from three free 
throw makes by Brayden Ham-
ilton (19 points, 8 rebounds, 
3 assists, 3 blocks), as Solon 
extended the lead to 41-21 on 
a dunk from Marbury to cap a 
16-3 run to open the quarter.

The Comets held a decisive 
41-26 edge on the glass, which 
included a 13-5 advantage on 
the offensive boards.

Not much went Brunswick’s 
way and not much went into 
the basket, either. The Blue 
Devils never found their shoot-
ing touch, making just 36% 
overall (21-for-58) and 24% 
from behond the arc (7-for-29).

Other than Hamilton, no Blue 
Devil reached double figures in 
scoring, Zach Eyssen was closest 
with eight, but no other player 
had more than four.

“It doesn’t take a genius to 
figure out that the better team 
won tonight,” Mackey said. 
“We’ll have to make a lot of 
adjustments to be able to com-
pete with them next time we 
play them. We’ve got a long way 
to go, and that’s obvious.”

Solon point guard Rayquan 
Thompson led all scorers with 
22 points, while reserve for-
ward Jeremy Wilson nearly 
had a double-double with nine 
points and eight rebounds.

Contact Chad Grant 
at sports@medina-gazette.com.

Solon 72, Brunswick 52
SOLON 14  11  32  15  —  72
BRUNSWICK 8   10  12  22  —  52

Solon — Darren Glenn 1-1-3, Dean 
Miller 5-1-12, Sam Marbury 6-4-16, Caleb 
Walker 1-0-3, Rayquan Thompson 8-3-
22, Cam Brown 1-0-2, Jeremey Wilson 
3-3-9, Jordan Bluagrund 1-0-3, Jordan 
Chaitoff 1-0-2, Drew Haverstock 0-0-0, 
Luke Kormuth 0-0-0. TOTALS: 27-12-72.

Brunswick — Cameron Cruz 2-0-4, 
Brayden Hamilton 6-3-19, Zach Eyssen 4-0-8, 
Maxx Dickinson 1-0-2, Thomas Krizsa 1-0-2, 
Connin Som 1-0-3, Randy Zimmerman 2-0-4, 
Quinn Barnett 1-0-2, Mikey Mog 0-0-0, Matt 
Horton 1-0-3, Ethan Jean 1-0-3, Drew Dodds 
1-0-2. TOTALS: 21-3-52.

3-point goals — Thompson 3, 
Blaugrund, Miller, Walker, Hamilton 4, 
Horton, Jean, Som. Rebounds — Solon 
41 (Wilson 8), Brunswick 26 (Hamilton 8). 
Assists — Solon 7 (Marbury 2), Brunswick 
14 (Hamilton 3). Records — Solon (3-1, 
2-0), Brunswick (3-2, 0-1). Junior varsity 
— Brunswick 75, Solon 45.

DEVILS
From C1

Senior small forward Beech 
finished with 15 points, six 
rebounds and three assists, 
while senior shooting guard 
Jackson had seven points and 
four assists. Senior power for-
ward Tre Hammond scored 
five of his 10 points in the 
fourth. 

“We had to will ourselves to 
that win, so we celebrated in 
the locker room after the game,” 
Medina coach Chris Hassinger 
said. “What can you say after 
you throw the ball all over the 
gym for 35 turnovers? We relied 
on our defense to get this game 
because our offense is going to 
be a mess for a little while.” 

Cunningham is already in 
midseason form for Euclid, 
ringing up the top three scor-
ing games of his career this 
month. He made 14-of-34 
field goals, including 7-of-18 
3-pointers, and was 6-for-6 
from the foul line despite 
being blanketed by defenders 
throughout. 

The 6-footer scored six 
points in the first, 15 in the 
second, 12 in the third and 
eight in the fourth, raising his 
season average to 31.8 in front 
of a large, lively crowd.

“The energy level was so 
great and the environment was 
so good tonight,” Cunningham 
said. “I was so zoned in. It was 
like I was in my own world.”

The rest of the Panthers 
managed 21 points as the 
Bees’ depth wore them down 
late. Power forward Xavier 
Vann had 13 of those points, 
but was called for a technical 
foul while Spatny swooped in 
for the go-ahead layup. 

“That was as good of a high 
school basketball game as 
you’ll ever see,” Euclid coach 
John Kane said. “We went back 
and forth, trading punches, 
but Medina made a few more 
plays at the end.” 

The game, which started 
at 8:27 p.m., began in a very 
different fashion. Medina 
jumped to an 11-1 lead as 

Euclid missed its first seven 
shots. Beech scored nine 
points in the first as the Bees 
built a 20-12 advantage. 

The Panthers tied the score 
at 29 at the half, forcing 21 
turnovers and limiting Medina 
to 22 field goal attempts — 23 
fewer than Euclid had in the 
first 16 minutes. 

There were nine lead 
changes in the third period 
and 10 more in the fourth. Kla-
nac wound up with six points 
and four rebounds, while 
Michael Rodak had four points 
and six boards. 

“It seemed like Euclid was 
up most of the game, but our 
depth and fresh legs kept us 
going,” Beech said. “And the 
crowd and the DJ in the gym 
really made a difference. It was 
a tough first league game, but 
it turned out pretty well.” 

Euclid averaged 93.7 points 

over its first three games, win-
ning 85-57 over Cleveland 
John Adams, 95-28 over Cleve-
land John F. Kennedy and 101-
67 at Eastlake North. 

Medina opened its season 
two days earlier with a 76-31 
rout of Lakewood at Rocket 
Mortgage FieldHouse. 

Contact Brian Dulik 
at brisports@hotmail.com. 
Follow him @BrianDulik on Twitter. 

Medina 69, Euclid 62 
EUCLID   12  17  14  19  —  62 
MEDINA   20   9   15  25  —  69 

Euclid — Duron Ramse 1-02, Xavier Vann 
5-2-13, Michael Moore 2-2-6, Akil Wilkes 
0-0-0, Clayton Cunningham 14-6-41, Camari 
Smith 0-0-0, Perez Lemon 0-0-0, Mekhi Sikes 
0-0-0. TOTALS: 22-10-62. 

Medina — Bryce Beech 7-1-15, Tre 
Hammond 4-1-10, Matt Spatny 12-0-24, 
Jajuan Jackson 2-3-7, Carter Hipp 1-1-3, 
Drew Hensley 0-0-0, Luke Klanac 1-4-6, 
Michael Rodak 1-2-4, Stephen Mosack 0-0-0, 
Brennen Schramm 0-0-0, Ben Butler 0-0-0, 
Jaylen Payne 0-0-0. TOTALS: 28-11-69. 

3-point goals — Cunningham 7, Vann, 
Hipp, Hammond. Rebounds — Euclid 34 
(Cunningham 9), Medina 44 (Spatny 11). 
Assists — Euclid 7 (Vann, Moore 3), Medina 
16 (Hipp, Jackson 4). Records — Euclid (3-1, 
0-1), Medina (2-0, 1-0). Junior varsity — 
Medina 77, Euclid 31.

BEES
From C1

GRIZZLIES
From C1
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Wadsworth’s Caden Madigan drives on Brecksville’s 
Jeremiah Michael.

Brown

CUYAHOGA FALLS — 
Objects in motion stayed in 
motion Friday, as the Clover-
leaf girls bowling team beat 
Woodridge 
2,202-1,921 
in Metro Ath-
letic Confer-
ence play.

A b b y 
Fijalkovich 
(373, 220-
153)  and 
Skyler Hus-
tick (359, 144-215) blistered 
Legends Lane, while Rae Ann 
Hlavaty (352, 177-175), Delayna 
Harvey (347, 144-203) and 
Natasha Messmore (341,151-
190) round out a strong show-
ing for the Colts (3-0, 3-0).

In another match:

Boys 
Woodridge 2,484, 
Cloverleaf 1,809

CUYAHOGA FALLS — The 
Colts (0-3, 0-3) were paced by 
Shane Hlavaty (335, 174-161) 
and Tyler Corbett (326, 139-187) 
in MAC action at Legend Lanes.

— Brad Bournival

Cloverleaf 
stays hot

BOWLING

Hustick

AARON JOSEFCZYK / GAZETTE

Medina’s Matt Spatny blocks the shot of Euclid’s Clayton 
Cunningham.
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