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‘Defense is really 
our main priority’

When looking over the 
Blanchard Valley Conference’s 
leading scorers in boys basket-
ball for this season,  it looks as 
though a team has been omitted 
from the list.

The league lists the top 20 
scoring averages, yet the squad 
at the top of the conference 
standings – Pandora-Gilboa – 
has no one listed.

The Rockets are 7-6 this 
season, but 6-0 in the BVC.

When P-G coach Mike Lee 
was asked how his team can be 
undefeated in the league with-
out a player scoring in double 
figures, he chuckled.

 “It’s by committee,” Lee 
said.  “Ultimately, we don’t have 
the eye-dropping stats by any 
means by any one individual.”

There are a number of rea-
sons for that. The Rockets lost 
one of their top scorers – Ryan 
Johnson – to injury early in the 
season. Pandora-Gilboa also 

struggled at the beginning of 
the season, dropping its first 
three games.

Even through 13 games, P-G 
only is averaging 47.2 points a 
contest.

But somehow, Lee and his 
group are thriving, getting 
enough points – from enough 
players – to be successful.

“There’s not really a single 
selfish person on the team and 
I think that’s really why it’s 
getting all spread out between 
everyone,” said senior team cap-
tain Blake Steiner. “Everyone is 
just in it for the long ride, and 
just excited to see what every-
one can do.  I think it’s different, 
but it’s cool to watch.”

The Panthers have had 
some incredible finishes. The 
top one came against Leipsic on 
Dec. 18, when Ethan Luginbill 
hit a deep, off-balance 3 at the 
regulation buzzer to beat the 
Vikings 46-44.

Luginbill was the hero that 
night. But each game, it seems 
like it’s someone different. In 

Friday’s win over Vanlue, Dillan 
Krohn scored 15 points. The 
next night, when the Rockets 
handled North Baltimore,  it 
was Luginbill who scored 19.

“The mentality has been 
next man up, and ultimately, 
it’s just by committee,” Lee said. 
“We’ve had a lot of guys step up 
and really help us in situations.”

But Lee and Steiner both 
admit the offense remains a 
work in progress,

“Kind of where we’re at 
now, our offense isn’t really our 
strong suit,” Steiner said.

“We’re not a thing of beauty 
sometimes offensively, but ulti-
mately we’ve been pretty consis-
tent at the defensive end,” Lee 
said, “and that’s kind of been our 
forte thus far.”

Has it ever. The P-G defense 
has shined, allowing an average 
of 51.2 points per game.

“Our team motto, when 
we break the huddle, it’s team 
defense,” Steiner said. “Obvi-
ously, at the start, we kind of 
have to really focus on defense, 
and defense is really our main 
priority.”

That defense figures to be 

Pandora-Gilboa boys using unselfish 
play, steady D in strong start

By ZACH BAKER
SPORTS EDITOR

Rebounding machine

Kaylee Brodine was 
tempted.

She later admitted that 
she was.

It was the fourth quarter 
of Findlay High’s girls bas-
ketball game with Defiance.

Findlay had the game 
well in hand. Victory was 

not going to be the issue this 
night; the only question was 
by how much.

Much of the credit could 
go to Brodine, who was 
well on her way to another 
double-double by scoring 
20 points and grabbing 12 
rebounds.

Before heading to the 
bench, her work done for 
another game, Brodine faced 

one last dilemma. Early in 
the fourth quarter, the 6-foot 
post player popped out to 
the perimeter and received 
a pass. Turning to face the 
basket, she seemed a bit 
surprised to find there was 
no defender within 10 feet 
of her.

She was wide open, 20 
feet from the basket.

Oh yeah, Kaylee Brodine 

was tempted.
She later admitted that 

she was.
“I thought about it,” Bro-

dine would say later.
Putting up a 3-point shot 

would have seemed the natu-
ral thing to do for a player 
with Brodine’s credentials: 
first-team Three Rivers Ath-
letic Conference, first-team 
Division I all-Northwest 
District, special mention all-
state after averaging a dou-
ble-double her junior season.

Getting boards may be a lost art, but Findlay’s 
Brodine putting up prolific numbers in the category

By DAVE HANNEMAN
STAFF WRITER

ZACH BAKER / The Courier
FINDLAY’S KAYLEE BRODINE drives to the basket against Defiance Jan. 12 at Findlay High.

Leipsic edges Cory-
Rawson in BVC battle
LEIPSIC    59
CORY-RAWSON    55

MT. CORY — Leipsic’s 
Jayden Siefker knocked 
down six 3-pointers, scored 
24 points and led the Vikings 
to a 59-556 win over Cory-
Rawson on Wednesday in a 
matchup of two teams battling 
for the stay in the thick of the 
race for the Blanchard Valley 
Conference title.

Leipsic outrebounded 
Cory-Rawson 32-10 and out-
scored the Hornets 12-1 from 
the line in climbing to 12-2 
overall and 6-1 in the BVC. 
Leipsic trails Pandora-Gilboa 
(7-6, 6-0) in the league stand-
ings following the Rockets’ 
46-44 mid-December win 
over the Vikings. The two 
teams will square off again 
on Feb. 6, but that game will 
count in the Putnam County 
League standings only.

Grant Bacon led Cory-
Rawson with 19 points and 
five rebounds. The Hornets 
fell to 6-5 overall and suffered 
just their second loss in six 
BVC games.
SENECA EAST 54
RIVERDALE 52

MOUNT BLANCHARD 
— Seneca East outscored 
Riverdale 21-12 in the fourth 
quarter to overtake the Fal-
cons and eke out a 54-52 win 
on Wednesday.

Isaac Mason pumped in 18 
points for Seneca East (8-7). 
Andrew Kalb (11 rebounds) 
and Turner Bridgford added 
nine points each.

Andrew Kuenzli scored 
13 points, Isaac Holland had 
a 12-point, 11-rebound double-
double and Mitch Clark netted 
11 points for Riverdale (7-6). 
The Falcons erased a 28-21 
halftime deficit with a 19-5 
surge in the third quarter 
before Seneca East staged its 
comeback rally.

SENECA EAST (8-7)
Gibbs 3-1—8, Mason 7-2—18, Kalb 

4-1—9, Forehand 1-0—2, Ferres 1-0—2, 
Bridgford 4-0—9, Wise 3-0—6. TOTALS: 23-
48 4-8—54.

RIVERDALE (7-6)
Miller 1-2—5, Clark 4-3—11, Frey 1-0—

2, N. Courtney 0-1—1, Kuenzli 5-1—13, Tylor 
4-0—8, Holland 5-2—12. TOTALS: 20-45 
9-16—52.
SENECA EAST   10   18      5      21   —54
RIVERDALE     6    15     19     12   —52

3-Point GOALS: Seneca East 4-10 
(Gibbs, Mason 2, Bridgford); Riverdale 3-12 
(Miller, Kuenzli 2).

REBOUNDS: Seneca East 26 (Kalb 12); 
Riverdale 33 (Holland 11).

TURNOVERS: Seneca East 12, Riverdale 
13.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
FOSTORIA         47
OTSEGO 43

FOSTORIA — Jasmine 
Groves was 5-of-7 from the 
line and scored seven points in 
the fourth quarter in helping 
Fostoria hold off Otsego 47-43 
on Wednesday in a Northern 
Buckeye Conference girls bas-
ketball game.

Groves was 8-of-12 from 
the line overall and scored 
18 points. Carmen Castro 
drained three 3-pointers and 
added 12 points and Christina 
Maurer had nine.

Ellie Roberts scored 25 
points for Otsego, including 
all 14 of the Knights’ total in 
the third quarter when they 
trimmed a 29-17 halftime defi-
cit to 34-31 heading into the 
fourth period.

OTSEGO
Roberts 10-4—25, Limes 0-1—1, Berry 

3-0—8, Varner 4-0—9. TOTALS: 17-8—43.
FOSTORIA

Maurer 3-3—9, Johnson 2-1—5, Castro 
4-1—12, Brose 1-1—3, Groves 5-8—18. 
TOTALS: 15-14—47.
OTSEGO    7    10     14     12     —43
FOSTORIA   16    13      5      13     —47

3-Point GOALS: Otsego 4 (Roberts, 
Berry 2, Varner); Fostoria 3 (Catro 3).

BOWLING
AMF Sportsman Lanes

Kings & Queens League
High series: (men) Reid Ponx, 

Encompass, 516; (women) Pam Oates, Bob 
Meier Rentals, 485. High game: (men) David 
Clinger, Clinger Chiropractic, 208; (women) 
Oates 176.

Morning Glories League
High series: Pam Oates, LaRiche Chevy, 

496. High game: Oates 188.
Sunsetters League

High series: Kim Combs, Bellacino’s, 
520. High game: Combs 233.

LOCAL SPORTS
Thursday’s Schedule
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Oregon Clay at Findlay (TRAC)
Arcadia at Pandora-Gilboa (BVC)
Ottawa-Glandorf at Lima Shawnee 

(WBL)
Riverdale at Arlington (BVC)
Cory-Rawson at Vanlue (BVC)
Van Buren at Leipsic (BVC)
Liberty-Benton at McComb (BVC)
Ada at Paulding (NWC)
Bluffton at Columbus Grove (NWC)
Otsego at Elmwood (NBC)
Lake at Fostoria (NBC)
Miller City at North Baltimore
Waynesfield-Goshen at Hardin 

Northern (NWCC)

BOYS BASKETBALL
Carey at New Riegel
Gibsonburg at Hopewell-Loudon

PREP WRESTLING
Findlay at Napoleon
Lima Shawnee at Ottawa-Glandorf
Arcadia, McComb at Cory-Rawson
Toledo St. John’s at Liberty-Benton

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Ohio Dominican (men) at Findlay, 7:30
Ohio Dominican (women) at Findlay, 

5:30

P R E P  B A S K E T B A L L

Oilers satisfied with start; 
focused on finishing strong

“I feel like our team 
has started to figure out 
our roles. We’re starting 
to figure it out on defense, 
every one of us. We’re not 
saving ourselves to play 
more and we’re kind of just 
leaving it all out on the gym 
floor. There’s no selfishness 
or anything about not get-
ting the ball enough.”

That’s what senior guard 
and now the all-time pro-
gram leader in assists (562), 
Tommy Schmock, says is 
what has the University of 
Findlay Oilers on such an 
impressive run. Sitting at 
9-1 and No. 7 in the most 
recent D-II men’s poll, the 
Oilers are positioning them-
selves for yet another deep 
run.

While this team may not 
have a high-volume scorer 
like Taren Sullivan or Mar-
tyce Kimbrough -- players 
the Oilers had in years’ past 
-- they do have a deep bench 
that can produce quality 
minutes without having to 
worry about a talent gap.

“We have 10,11 guys 
that will go in there and 
produce, it’s not a drop-off 

or anything,” Schmock said.
 “It’s good not to have to 

depend on the same three or 
four guys to play well every 
night because someone else 
can pick them up.”

Balancing this many tal-
ented players can be a bit 
of a challenge, as UF coach 
Charlie Ernst well knows. 
But that’s what makes a 
player valuable.

“I’ve always been a big 
believer that even if your 
role is only six or eight 
minutes a game, it’s your 
job to do the very best you 
can in those eight minutes 
and give us everything you 
have and play within your-
self,” Ernst said.

“Some players may not 
be happy with 10 minutes a 
game [and] some may not 
be happy with 16 a game, 
but I think everyone knows 
basketball is a team sport 
and you’re just trying to do 
the best you can in the min-
utes you get.”

With success, comes the 
added pressures of being 
the team that all the other 
teams want to beat.  It’s all 
a part of the experience of 
playing basketball at UF.

“I think we’ve come to 
realize when you come to 

Findlay, you get excited 
because you feel like the 
teams before you have won 
championships,” Ernst said. 
“But you realize rather 
quickly that to be a part of a 
championship team, you’re 
going to get everyone’s best 
shot.”

That added pressure did 
get to the Oilers once this 
season, when they faced 
Walsh and lost 86-60. 

“Walsh is a very good 
team, but I think we let 
some of our success get to 
our head a little bit there,” 
Ernst said. “We found out 
that if you don’t come to 
play every night you know 
not only will you get beat, 
but you will get handled 
rather easily.”

While Findlay strives for 
big wins, it’s bound to learn 
more from the nail biters.

“We do a great job to pre-
pare ourselves for all types 
of situations, but I would 
say, like games like Walsh 
and Malone, we weren’t 
fully prepared,” said Sch-
mock. “But I do think play-
ing close games makes us 
realize we have to play our 
best each game.”

By DYLAN FRAZIER
STAFF WRITER
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