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OPEN HOUSE JACOBS PRIMARY
Sat., May 15 | 11 AM- 1 PM | Community Invited!

A Fond Farewell to Jacobs Primary!
Enjoy the building, get your photo taken,  

and share your memories! 
Food trucks available - Kona Ice & OTR Smokehouse.

An adult must be present with children.
Masks and social distancing required.

‘I’d say we did pretty good’

Del Nichols gave his English 
class an idea one day. 

In return, they nearly gave 
him – and Arlington High 
School – a league championship. 

“I was doing my student 
teaching out there when one 
of the boys in my English class 
said, ‘Hey, my dad says you 
were a heck of a track man,’” 
Nichols recalled. 

“I told him that, in 1958, 
I did win four gold medals in 
the Mid-Ohio track meet, and 
set two meet records doing it. 
He said, ‘I wish we had a track 
team.’ So I said, ‘Well, why don’t 
you guys start one?’ 

“That’s how it started. We 
went around to see how many 
guys would come out, talked 
to as many kids as we could, 
and that’s how we got a team 
together that first year.” 

Roughly two months later, 
on the eve of the 1961 Hancock 
County track meet, that rag-tag 

band of athletes, most wearing 
mismatched uniforms and ten-
nies, went into the final event of 
the night on the verge of bring-
ing home the championship 
trophy. 

Alas, it was not to be. 
Arlington had compiled 66 

points heading into the mile 
relay. Van Buren was in first 
place with 69. Had Arlington 
won that event – and Van Buren 
finished no better than third — 
the Red Devils would have won 
a share of the Hancock County 
title in their first year of com-
petition. 

Van Buren would finish 
first in the mile relay, with 
Ray Amos, Gary Taylor, Doug 
McCracken and Pete Potteiger 
winning in a meet record time 
of 3:56.2. Arlington was third, 
securing its runner-up placing 
in its first-ever year of track. 

 Records do not indicate if 
Arlington ever won a Hancock 
County track title. 

A few years after Arlington 
started its team, area schools 
were reconfigured into the 
Blanchard Valley Conference, 
and when it comes to track and 
field Liberty-Benton has been 
king of the hill in that depart-
ment. In the 54 years the BVC 
meet has been held, L-B has 
won 34 girls titles and 31 boys 
crowns.  

The COVID-19 pandemic 

wiped out the 2020 BVC meet. 
But schools are back in ses-
sion, spring sports are back on 
the field and Liberty-Benton is 
again the favorite to defend its 
title when the BVC meet gets 
under way Friday (May 14) at 
Liberty-Benton. 

Tracks today, the like the 
one at Liberty-Benton and the 
Cooper Tire and Rubber Track 
and Field Complex at Findlay 
High, are state-of-the-art beau-
ties. Cushiony, synthetic sur-
faces; well-lit, clearly-marked 
lanes; electronic timing to 
chronologically record the 
placement of runners to the 
thousandth of a second. 

It wasn’t always so.  
Only six schools – Van 

Buren, Arlington, Vanlue, 
Cory-Rawson, Liberty-Benton 
and Arcadia – competed in the 
Hancock County meet in 1961. 
McComb also took part, but did 
not field a full team. 

The meet – just boys, no 
girls teams yet – was held at 
Findlay College on a cinder 
track behind Croy Gymnasium 
that Dave Davis, who won the 
100-yard dash in 10.65 seconds 
and set a meet record time of 
24.45 in winning 220-yard 
dash, swears was not level. 

The fact Arlington even had 
a team competing, let alone in 
the running for the meet cham-
pionship, was unprecedented. 

But one look at the team photo 
of that 1961 group – Nichols and 
a student trainer on one side, a 
volunteer coach whose name he 
cannot remember on the other, 
and 23 smiling teenagers – most 
in t-shirts and shorts; none in 
matching uniforms; Davis 
trying to corral a beagle-ish 
stray dog named Stranger that 
the team adopted as its team 
mascot – and the memories 
come quickly flooding back. 

 “Word of mouth, that’s how 

we got started,” Nichols said. 
“Arlington never had a track 

team before. They didn’t have 
a track, so for training we ran 
around the football field. As for 
equipment, I was able to borrow 
two hurdles from my old high 
school (Columbus Grove). It 
was the darnedest thing you 
ever saw watching those kids 
working out with just two 
hurdles. But those kids were 
competitive. They were good 
kids, and good athletes. You 

don’t always find too many like 
that at one school, but Docky 
Castor was the football coach 
then and he had some hellishly 
good football teams back in that 
era. Those kids, they would 
work for you.” 

Equipment wasn’t the only 
thing hard to come by. 

“I went around to everybody 
I knew who had track asking for 
anything: tops, shorts, shoes …” 

A look back at 
Arlington’s first 
track team — 
which nearly 
won a league title

By DAVE HANNEMAN
DAVEHANNEMAN@THECOURIER.COM

PHOTO PROVIDED
(FRONT ROW, L-R) Rex Bishop, Bill Alge, Steve Grieser, Bill Davis, John King. 
(SECOND ROW, L-R) Dennis Feasel, Ron Wolford, Gary Hindall, Bob Penrod, Dave 
Davis, “Stranger”, John Middleton, Charles Crates, Darol Jameson, Dean Hinger. 
(THIRD ROW, L-R) (Unknown Coach), Steve Ritter, Russ Brauneller, Jim Johnson, Ron 
Essinger, Steve Suter, Lanny Dillon, Don Essinger, Jon Treese, Jerry Grohoske, Jack 
Glick, Coach Delmar Nichols.

Findlay boys aim for top spot at Championships

Brian Rosendale has seen the silver lining 
a time or two as head coach of the Findlay 
High boys track program.

But he wouldn’t mind seeing a glint of gold 
in there as well.

“I’ve been second a lot. But I’d sure like to 
win this league one time before we get out,” 
Rosendale said. “I told the kids we haven’t 
done that in a while.”

Findlay has never won a Three Rivers Ath-
letic Conference boys track championship, but 
has been runner-up in 2012, 2013 and 2015. 
This season could be the Trojans best chance 
to unseat perennial powers like Toledo Whit-
mer, which has won six of the eight contested 
TRAC championships, and Toledo St. John’s, 
which won the other two. And they have the 
opportunity to do it on their home turf with 
Findlay hosting the TRAC meet on Friday at 
the Cooper Tire and Rubber Track and Field 
Complex.

“I told the boys it would be special if we 
can win it on our own track,” Rosendale said.

“We have to come out ready. We’ve done 
everything we can to prepare. We’re ready to 
go. Now we have to step up on Wednesday 
(prelims) and Friday (finals).”

It’s been an impressive showing so far for 
Findlay’s boys team. After winning the team 
title at the Bowling Green Bobcat Invitational 
in mid-April, Findlay also won the Toledo St. 
John’s Titan Invitational, finishing first in a 
13-team field that included all seven of the 
other TRAC schools.

Findlay next won the Eastwood Relays, 
again in a closely contested meet with a 
number of schools in contention. The Trojans 
were in the running for the St. Francis Knights 
Relays championship a week later, but fell just 

short of St. John’s, 91-87, in a meet that not 
only showed how competitive Division I track 
is in Northwest Ohio, but also how costly small 
mistakes or a lapse in concentration can be.

“We had a false start in one event and 
dropped a baton and got DQ’d (disqualified) 
in a relay and we lost by four points,” Rosen-
dale said.

“I think we’re confident heading into this 
meet. But we know how tough our league is 
and how big one messed-up handoff or one 
false start can be.”

Deep in sprint speed this year, Micah 
Gremling, Alex Theis, Ben Ireland, Avion 
Miles and Elijah Baxter have helped Findlay 
post some of the best times this season in 
both the 400 (44.31) and 800 (1:31.89) relays. 
Gremling, who ran a meet record time of 10.82 
at the St. Francis meet, also has run a10.86 
in the 100, while Ireland posted area bests in 
both the 200 (22.42) and 400 (50.09) in that 
same meet.

Theis in the 200 and Zach Doepker in 400 
give Findlay a good chance to double up in 
those events. Rosendale will be counting on 
Luke Reuille, Ty Cordonnier, Adam Heldman 
and Preston Perkins to produce points in the 
longer 800, 1,600 and 3,200 events.

“We need points in those events, along 
with the shot and discus and pole vault,” 
Rosendale said. “To compete in this league 
meet, that’s where we have to have some 
points.”

Doubling up in an event is always a huge 
advantage in a big meet and Baxter and Jacob 
Barfell give Findlay an excellent chance to do 
just that in the 110 high and 300 intermedi-
ate hurdles. Both have consistently made the 
finals and scored well in meet so far.

Gremling earned Findlay’s first individual 
TRAC title on Wednesday when he went 21 
feet, 6½ inches to win the long jump. Doep-

ker’s fifth-place effort of 20-6¼ earned the 
Trojans another four points in that event.

Findlay got fifth-place finishes on Wednes-
day from Blaine Rader in the discus (125-10) 
and the 3,200 relay team of Ben Smith, Ty 
Cordonnier, Preston Perkins and Luke Reuille 
(8:38.79). Ethan Mitchell was sixth in the pole 
vault (11-0).

With league competition serving as an end 
of the regular season and the start of the jour-
ney to the state meet in Columbus, there’s an 
added incentive for track athletes, especially 
after the cancellation of the 2020 spring sports 
due to COVID-19.

“I think our guys are hungry, especially 
Micah (Gremling) and Ben (Ireland),” Rosen-
dale said.

“I think both could have qualified for state 
last year, but that got that taken away. They’re 
on a mission, especially Micah. I’m glad he’s 
getting his chance because it could all be taken 
away again.

“Our kids have gone out and competed. 
That’s what I like. They go out and compete 
hard and that’s all you can ask.”

Findlay’s girls will also be looking for their 
first TRAC title, and so far this season the Tro-
jans have finished among the top three teams 
in big meets like the St. John’s Invitational, the 
Eastwood Relays and the Gold Division of the 
Nancy Erme Relays.

Findlay’s strength is in the middle and 
longer distances and the field events. Katelyn 
Stechschulte in the 400, Katie Prusnek and 
Emily Meier in the 800, and Karlee Dittman 
and Colette Seager in the 1,600 and 3,200 
have consistently scored well in individual 
events and the longer relays. Allie Ernst and 
Corinne Seager give Findlay a threat to double 
up in the hurdles.

By DAVE HANNEMAN
DAVEHANNEMAN@THECOURIER.COM
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Remembering a championship
Members of the Findlay High 1971 Class AAA state championship baseball team -- along with their coach,   Woody 
Curlis -- pose for a photograph after a ceremony prior to Thursday’s varsity baseball game with St. John’s The 
ceremony commemorated the 50th anniversary of the title. During the ceremony, the facility was named “Arvin 
‘Woody’ Curlis Field.”
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FHS tennis sees 6 of 7 
players reach district

Findlay did so well at the 
Division I sectional tennis  meet 
it hosted Thursday, it not only 
advanced six of its seven players 
to next week’s district meet in 
Port Clinton, but it assured itself 
of a player in Saturday’s final.

How?
The Trojans’ Arda Dastan 

and Nick Simmermeyer each 
won their two matches Thurs-
day to reach Saturday’s semifi-
nal, where they will be playing 
each other.

Findlay teammates also 
could square off in doubles 
play. The team of Max Hosey 
and Carson Dale won its quar-
terfinal match Thursday, as did 
Findlay’s other duo of Mac Rob-
ertson and Austin Asada.

Should the two Findlay 
teams win their respective semi-
final matches, they will meet 
each other with the sectional 
title on the line.

Regardless, Dastan and 
Simmermeyer   -- as well as 
the teams of Hosey and Dale 
and Robertson and Asada – all 
punched their tickets for next 
week’s district meet by reach-
ing the sectional semis.

Dastan got by Springfield’s 
Connor Gilley, 6-2, 6-0, then 
beat Whitmer’s Evan Johson, 
6-2, 6-1. Simmermeyer  beat St. 
Francis’ Aaron Levine, 6-2, 6-0, 
then defeated Anthony Wayne’s 
Buraszeski, 6-0, 6-0.

The winner of Saturday’s 
match between Dastan and 
Simmermeyer will take on the 
winner of the match between 
Anthony Wayne’s Henry 
Diettrich and Whitmer’s Eric 
Cook for the sectional title.

In doubles play, Hosey and 
Dale upended Springfield Hol-
land’s Ben Cubberly and Evan 
Hayward, 6-0, 6-0. The FHS 
duo will face Anthony Wayne’s 
Zach Conrad and Logan Sutto 
in the semifinals.

Robertson and Asada 
defeated Anthony Wayne’s Levi 
Woods and Noah Covin in the 
quarterfinals, 6-1, 6-1. Asada 
and Robertson are to face St. 
Francis’ Ethan Little and Drew 
Bertke, in Saturday’s semis.

The success at sectionals 
comes after Findlay defeated  
state-ranked Ottawa Hills Tues-
day to improve to 18-2. It also 
followed FHS’ JV team winning 
the TRAC title Wednesday. The 
Trojans’ outdistanced St. John’s 
71-49 for the crown.

USHS’ season ends

Upper Sandusky’s tennis 
team scored some wins in 
Thursday’s Division II sectional, 
but didn’t advance anyone to 
next week’s district meet.

Upper Sandusky’s Holden 
Daris won his first match at 
the Shelby sectional Thursday, 
but lost his second match, to 
Galion’s Chris Ameck, 4-6, 6-0, 
6-4.

Owen Knapp scored a pair 
of wins before losing in the quar-
terfinals to Lexington’s Joseph 
Litao, 6-1, 6-1. The Rams’ 
doubles teams, Sam Smith and 
Ethan Steele and Aaron Mafinn 
and Nicholas Wines, each went 
1-1.

BASEBALL
ST. JOHN’S  9
FINDLAY  1

Andrew Stechschulte scored 
Findlay’s only run in the fifth 
inning, and fell to Toledo St. 
John’s 9-1.

Findlay’s loss dropped it to 
17-7, 9-5 in the Three Rivers 
Athletic Conference. 

Carson Toth had a pair of 
stolen bases and scored a pair 
of runs for St. John’s. 

The Titans scored two runs 
in the third, three runs in the 
sixth and two more runs in the 
seventh. 

SECTIONAL SOFTBALL
ELIDA DISTRICT

WAYNE TRACE  11
ADA    1

HAVILAND — Tiffany 
Sinn gave up only three hits 
and struck out four Ada batters 
in Wayne

Trace’s Division IV sectional 
final win, 11-1, in five innings.

Sinn also singled twice and 
had a double for the Raiders. 
Tatum Tigner knocked in two 
runs.

With the win, the Raiders 
will face off against No. 1 seeded 
North Baltimore Tuesday at 4 
p.m. in Elida.

Ada                 000   10-- 1  3 5
Wayne Trace  215   3X--11 9 3
WP--Sinn. LP--Dalton. TOP HITTERS 

(WT) Sinn 2-1B, 2B; Tigner 2 RBI, R.

C. GROVE  5
McCOMB  4

COLUMBUS GROVE — 
McComb had two runs cross 
home in the last two innings, but 
just wasn’t able to overcome its 
5-2 deficit to Columbus Grove, 
losing 5-4 to the Bulldogs.

Cheyenne Mershman 
singled three times and drove 
in a run for the Bulldogs. In the 

See TENNIS, B2


