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18 of Tribe’s 21 picks are hurlers

Adams reflects on past, looks to future
New Trojan mentor has plenty going on as season approaches

Stefan Adams gave his 
Findlay High football players 
a bit of a break this month.

Truth be told, he could 
use one himself.

“Here’s how it went,” said 
Adams, sitting in the Findlay 
High football coaches’ office 
with his infant son, Dax, on 
his lap.

“I got married in Decem-
ber, I was named (Findlay 
High) head coach in Febru-
ary, we had this little guy in 
April — April 21 to be exact 

— and two days later we 
closed on a house.

“Then, with everything 
else going on — schedules, 
getting the calendar down 
for the year, all the little 
things in between — with 
the OHSAA changes (elimi-
nating the 10-day limitation 
coaches can have with their 
teams between June 1 and 
July 31), with kids going here 
and there for camps ....

“We’ve been at it, trying 
to install a new offense, new 
defense, new special teams, 
a new program culture. 
Not that anybody else’s was 

wrong or bad. It’s just that 
is what I do, what I’m about, 
and we’re trying to imprint 
that on kids who now have 
had three coaches in three 
years.

“So much was going on, 
but so much good was going 
on, and I wouldn’t have it 
any other way. June was a 
hectic month, though, so we 
cut it back a bit to give the 
kids time to be kids and not 
be around football so much, 
and for me to take some time 
and just be Stefan, just be a 
dad and a husband.”

A mid-summer break was 

a perfect time to learn more 
about Adams, a counselor in 
the Findlay school system 
who will be the 39th head 
coach in Findlay High his-
tory when the Trojans kick-
off the 2021 season against 
Anthony Wayne in an Aug. 
20 home opener at Donnell 
Stadium. No stranger to the 
local gridirons, he’s been 
an assistant coach at both 
the University of Findlay 
(2010-2014) and Findlay 
High (2017 and 2019), and 
was Riverdale’s head coach 
in 2020.

A three-sport standout at 

West Chester’s Henderson 
High School in Pennsylvania, 
Adams earned 11 varsity let-
ters in football (4), basketball 
(3) and track and field (4), 
where he was a four-time 
state qualifier in the shot and 
discus. Recruited by Blooms-
burg University alum and 
highly respected NBA offi-
cial Ed Rush, Adams played 
for Danny Hale, a 2022 can-

didate for the College Foot-
ball Hall of Fame, and was 
a fullback on Huskies’ teams 
that twice qualified for the 
NCAA Division II playoffs, 
including a national runner-
up finish in 2000.

Adams credits a strong 
family unit and the influ-
ential leadership he saw in 
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Indians go pitcher-heavy 
in 2021 baseball draft

The Cleveland Indians, 
who’ve proven capable of 
developing unheralded 
pitchers better than almost 
any other organization in 
baseball, prioritized college 
pitching throughout the 
2021 MLB Draft.

Eighteen of the Indians’ 
21 picks were used to select 
pitchers from four-year Divi-
sion I schools. That included 
first-rounder Gavin Wil-
liams from East Carolina 
and second-rounder Doug 
Nikhazy from Ole Miss.

The first-year player 
draft concluded Tuesday 
with rounds 11 through 20 
after the first round took 
place Sunday night, followed 
by rounds 2 through 10 on 
Monday.

Here’s a look at all of 
Cleveland’s 2021 MLB Draft 
selections:

Round 1, Pick 23 : 
Gavin Williams, RHP, 
East Carolina

Williams was listed 
as MLB Pipeline’s No. 
31 overall prospect after 
a dominant final year at 
ECU. In his final year with 
the Pirates, Williams made 
15 appearances (12 starts) 
and struck out 130 batters 
in 81.1 innings pitched. He 
finished with a 1.88 ERA 
and opposing hitters batted 
.193 against him.

High upside shone 
through when Williams 
faced perennial power-

house Vanderbilt in the 
NCAA tournament. While 
touching 99 miles per hour 
with his fastball, the 6-foot-6 
right-hander struck out 13 
Commodores.

“You’ve seen a ceiling 
that is a top-five ceiling,” 
ESPN’s Chris Burke said 
on draft broadcast.

Round 2, Pick 58: Doug 
Nikhazy, LHP, Ole Miss

The No. 56 prospect in 
MLB Pipeline’s rankings, 
the southpaw Nikhazy just 
completed his third season 
in Mississippi. Two years 
ago, he set the Ole Miss 
freshman strikeout record. 

After dealing with a 
pectoral strain this spring, 
Nikhazy returned in time to 
strike out 16 Florida State 
hitters in an NCAA regional 
game. According to MLB.
com, Nikhazy pairs a fast-
ball that peaks at 94 miles 
per hour with both a 12-6 
curveball and a slider. 

Competitive Balance 
Round B, Pick 69: Tommy 
Mace, RHP, Florida

Mace became the Indi-
ans’ second 6-foot-6 college 
righty in three picks. His 
fastball gets up to 96 miles 
per hour, and he’s also a 
solid control pitcher with a 
5.38 strikeout-to-walk ratio 
(113-to-21) in his final year 
in Gainesville.

Round 3, Pick 95: Jake 
Fox, SS, Lakeland Chris-
tian (Fla.) HS

For the Indians to pick 
Fox in the third round sug-

gests they expect him to 
sign. He’s committed to 
play college baseball at the 
University of Florida.

Just 18, Fox is 6-0 and 
could either stick at short-
stop or eventually move to 
second base while becoming 
a bat-first middle infielder.

Round 4, Pick 125: 
Ryan Webb, LHP, Georgia

Webb spent his first three 
seasons with the Bulldogs as 
a reliever, but he returned as 
a starter in 2021 to boost his 
draft stock. He battled No. 
2 overall pick Jack Leiter in 
an April showdown which 
featured 13 strikeouts by 
Webb.

The southpaw likely 
slid in the draft due to an 
elbow injury that ended his 
season in May. He under-

went Tommy John surgery 
and surely won’t make his 
pro debut until 2022.

Round 5, Pick 156: 
Tanner Bibee, RHP, Cal 
State Fullerton

Bibee is a strike-thrower 
who averaged one walk 
every four innings in his 
college career. His stuff will 
likely have to tick up in pro 
ball to make a huge impact, 
but the Indians have proven 
capable of turning consistent 
solid pitchers into strong big 
leaguers (with Shane Bieber 
from UC-Santa Barbara the 
most shining example).

Round 6, Pick 186: 
Aaron Davenport, RHP, 
Hawaii

Davenport, armed with 
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MARK HUMPHREY / The Associated Press
EAST CAROLINA PITCHER Gavin Williams throws 
against Vanderbilt during the first inning of an NCAA 
college baseball super regional game Friday in Nashville, 
Tennessee, in June. 

F I N D L AY  H I G H  S C H O O L  FO OT B A L L

“I started here, and now it was time for me 
to finish my legacy here, and me doing that 
would be carrying on (my dad’s) legacy, too.”

STEFAN ADAMS,
FINDLAY HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL COACH

Ohtani proves there’s path to be hitter/pitcher
DENVER — There’s no two ways about 

it: Shohei Ohtani could be ushering in an 
era of two-way players.

Hurler or hitter — why pick? He didn’t.
The Los Angeles pitcher/hitter phenom 

is starting on the mound for the American 
League in the All-Star Game on Tuesday 
night. He’s also batting leadoff as the des-
ignated hitter.

It’s a rare double dip. Not even Babe 
Ruth stayed with doing both for much 
more than two seasons before phasing out 
pitching.

The time may be now to update the model, although most 
players concede they can’t envision having enough time to 
practice both.

“It always takes one to hopefully have a trend,” said Fred-
die Freeman, a five-time All Star for the Atlanta Braves. “I 
just don’t know if anyone will do it like Shohei. That’s one 
of a kind.”

Freeman was once a dual threat — he said he was drafted 
by one of two teams who viewed him as a hitter. The rest 
thought his future might be on the mound.

He could’ve been like Ohtani.
“My elbow would’ve blown,” cracked Freeman, who was 

taken in the second round by the Braves in 2007. “My elbow 
was hurting in high school.”

At the plate, Ohtani leads the majors with 33 homers, 
which is the most in franchise history at the All-Star break. 
On the mound, he’s been just as dazzling with a 4-1 record and 
87 strikeouts courtesy of a fastball that can touch 100 mph.

“Ohtani’s a freak. But there’s no reason somebody else 
can’t do it,” said St. Louis third baseman Nolan Arenado, who 
was a closer in high school. “It’s an incredible talent. You’re 
so valuable to a team if you help on both sides.”

By PAT GRAHAM
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DAVID ZALUBOWSKI / The Associated Press
A FAN CHEERS for American League’s Shohei Ohtani during the first round of the MLB All Star baseball Home Run 
Derby in Denver on Monday. The game was not completed when The Courier went to press Tuesday night.

Ohtani

Even without 
Woods, majors not 
any easier to win

The Masters green jacket had been in his possession for just 
over three weeks and Dustin Johnson already was looking ahead 
at more major titles.

U.S. Open champion. Masters champion. Two-time major 
champion. Which title sounded the best to him?

“Masters champion. It’s got a nice ring to it,” Johnson said, and 
the easy smile revealed as much. “And just because the ‘two-time 
major champion,’ that’s going to increase.”

That’s what they all say.
Doing it is different, not that Johnson or Rory McIlroy or 

Jordan Spieth — or even six-time major champion Phil Mickelson 
— needs a reminder.

Ten players have won the last 10 majors going into the British 
Open, not the longest such streak but an example of how much 
depth and parity make it even more difficult to win the champion-
ships that define careers.

And the world ranking doesn’t matter.
Johnson at the Masters last November was the first No. 1 

player to win a major since McIlroy won the PGA Championship 
at Valhalla. That was seven years ago, and McIlroy hasn’t won 
another major since.

Gone are the days when winning majors was difficult for 
another reason: Tiger Woods.

No one summed it up better than Colin Montgomerie, as good 
as any player who never won the big one, heading into the majors 
in 2006.

The top five players in the world ranking back then were 
Woods, Vijay Singh, Retief Goosen, Ernie Els and Mickelson. 
They had combined to win 16 of the last 25 majors. OK, Woods 
had won nine of the last 25, and the other four had combined to 
win seven.

“This major business is difficult because Tiger takes two of 
them,” Montgomerie said a month before the Masters. “So that 
only leaves two for everyone else. If you give one to Phil, Ernie 
and Vijay and Retief, that only leaves one, doesn’t it? So there’s 
only one left every year.

“And so it’s got to be your day, your time, you’ve got to be at the 
right place and the right time,” he said. “And then get fortunate.”

Johnson is only eight months removed from his greatest vic-
tory, and it seems even longer. He missed the cut in his next two 
majors, at Augusta National and Kiawah Island. He at least made 
it to the weekend in the U.S. Open (with two shots to spare) and 
worked his way into the fringe of contention, four shots back going 
into the final round.
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