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From Fostoria to winning 
Game 7 of the World Series

Pirates manager Chuck Tanner had to 
be concerned.

It was the bottom of the fifth inning of 
the seventh game of the 1979 World Series. 

A few days earlier, the Pirates chances 
for their first world title 
in eight years appeared 
on life support. It trailed 
the Orioles 3 games to 
1.

But the Pirates 
fought back, winning 
Games 5 and 6. Now, 
as the Orioles put two 
runners on with two 
out in the fifth, the 
Pirates were flirting 
with disaster. They 
trailed the Orioles 1-0. The next hitter was 
Al Bumbry, a .285 batter with speed.

But he also batted from the left side. So, 
Tanner made a slow walk from the Pitts-
burgh dugout and signaled for a southpaw 
reliever to replace Don Robinson.

Grant Jackson.

‘He was good at whatever he did’
Grant Jackson was a star athlete at 

Fostoria High School, so much so that the 
baseball team’s field is named for him.

The irony is that Jackson didn’t play high 
school baseball.

He couldn’t -- Fostoria High didn’t have 
a baseball program then -- but he still left 
an impression on the school and the com-
munity.

Jackson was a star basketball and foot-
ball player for the Redmen, as well as a star 
on the town’s American Legion Baseball 
team. He also was a standout in track. Later, 
he went to Bowling Green State University 
before signing a professional contract with 
the Philadelphia Phillies. He was signed by 
scout Tony Lucadello, who, like Jackson, 
was a Fostoria resident.

Jackson went on to pitch for six major 
league teams. Overall, he was in the big 
leagues for 18 seasons and had an overall 
record of 86-75 with a 3.46 earned run aver-
age and 79 saves.

Jackson died Feb. 2 at 78-years-old.
In talking about Jackson, Pat Sterling, a 

friend and high school teammate, spoke of 
Jackson’s remarkable athleticism.

“He was good at whatever he did. In my 
opinion, he could have been a (Division) I 
football player, basketball player, and obvi-
ously, he chose baseball,” Sterling said. 

Harry Burd, a Bettsville High graduate 
who was later a teammate of Jackson’s in the 
Phillies minor league system, said he met 
Jackson at the behest of Lucadello.

Lucadello also signed Burd for the Phil-
lies.

(Lucadello) wanted me to go over with 
him to watch Grant throw,” Burd said. 
“That was the first time I met Grant; he 
was a big kid… real affable, smiled all the 

time. We were in a park over there at one of 
the places they later named Lucadello Field.”

Obviously, Jackson made an impression 
on everyone because of his athletic ability. 
But he also was remembered for his kind-
ness and for his unselfishness.

“Grant was the kind of the guy who had 
a great smile and he was always in a good 
mood,” Sterling said. “He was very competi-
tive, but as good as he was ...  he never let 
that go to his head.”

‘He didn’t brag about anything’
If Jackson was nervous, it sure didn’t 

look like it. Sitting on a golf cart with his 
feet up, he looked more like someone about 
to enjoy 18 holes than a big league pitcher 
about to enter Game 7 of the World Series.

In the late ‘70s, relievers often entered 
games in golf carts or from cars. Jackson 
appeared to be having a pleasant conver-
sation with his vehicle’s driver as he was 

Teammates remember Grant Jackson as terrific athlete, person
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GRANT JACKSON FIELD in Fostoria.

Bucks get confidence boost in 
win without Giannis scoring 40

MILWAUKEE (AP) — As 
remarkable as Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo has been in delivering 
MVP-caliber performances 
during the NBA Finals while 
playing with an injured knee, 
there have been games in which 
he was good but not great.

Good hadn’t been good 
enough for a Milwaukee Bucks 
win — until Game 4.

And while Antetokounmpo 
will likely need to be great again, 
his teammates must prove they 
can deliver on the road the way 
they have at home. The Bucks 
and Phoenix Suns are tied 2-2 as 
the series returns to Phoenix for 
Game 5 on Saturday.

The Bucks need to maintain 
what they found in Milwaukee 
to rally from a nine-point, 
fourth-quarter deficit in a 109-
103 Game 4 victory  Wednesday 

night.
“Going down the stretch, 

we kept believing in ourselves,” 
Antetokounmpo said after 
Game 4. “We kept executing, 
setting screens. We kept run-
ning, we kept rebounding the 
ball, we kept blocking shots. We 
wanted this bad, and the team 
showed it tonight. But we’ve got 
to keep getting better.”

Antetokounmpo has aver-
aged 32.3 points, 14 rebounds 
and 5.5 assists in the finals 
despite hyperextending his left 
knee in the Bucks’ previous 
series, causing him to miss the 
last two games of the Eastern 
Conference finals.

But the Bucks showed in 
Game 4 that they can beat the 
Suns even when their two-time 
MVP isn’t at his absolute best.

Antetokounmpo had a more-

than-respectable 26 points, 14 
rebounds and eight assists in 
Game 4 as well as a spectacular 

block that prevented Phoenix’s 

PAUL SANCYA / The Associated Press
MILWAUKEE BUCKS FORWARD Giannis 
Antetokounmpo (34) shoots over Phoenix Suns center 
Deandre Ayton, right, during the second half of Game 4 of 
basketball’s NBA Finals in Milwaukee on Wednesday.

Oosthuizen, Spieth 
lead way as normalcy 

returns to Open

SANDWICH, England  
— Jordan Spieth rolled in 
putts like it was 2017. Louis 
Oosthuizen put those run-
ner-up finishes in the last 
two majors out of mind 
and soared to the top of the 
leaderboard. They gave the 
British Open a familiar feel 
on Thursday.

Normalcy returned to 
the wind-swept links at 
Royal St. George’s in other 
ways, too.

The roars and cheers of 
the biggest golf crowd since 
the pandemic rumbled 
around this quirky course 
off Sandwich Bay, just like 
pre-COVID times.

For Spieth, that was as 
welcome as being an Open 
contender once again.

“It feels inside the ropes, 
from the first tee forward, 
the most normal of any 
tournament we have played 
thus far relative to that 
same tournament in previ-
ous years,” Spieth said.

His 5-under 65 certainly 
turned back time to four 
years ago when he lifted the 
claret jug at Royal Birkdale 
— the last English venue 
to host the British Open 
— when he was hitting the 
ball better than he ever has.

Spieth was a shot off 
the lead held by Oosthui-
zen, who saved par from a 
fairway bunker on No. 18 
for a 6-under 64. That tied 
the lowest opening round 
at Royal St. George’s, 
previously set by Christy 
O’Connor Jr. in 1981.

That didn’t look as 
though it would be the 
case after the South Afri-
can opened with seven 
straight pars. He followed 
with six birdies in his next 
nine holes.

“I’ve learnt over the 
years playing major cham-
pionships that patience is 
the key thing,” said Oost-
huizen, who hasn’t won 
one of them since the Brit-
ish Open at St. Andrews in 
2010. There have been six 
runner-up finishes in the 
majors since then, includ-
ing in the last two.

Oosthuizen and Spieth 
were among the morning 
starters who enjoyed the 
best of the conditions, 
notably soft bounces on the 
most undulating fairways 
and greens on the Open 
rotation.

Yet many of the world’s 
best couldn’t take advan-
tage.

Patience already might 
be wearing thin for U.S. 
Open champion Jon Rahm, 
who slapped his thigh in 
frustration after making 
a double-bogey at No. 9, 
where he took two shots 
to get out of a pot bunker 
in the fairway. He shot 71, 
like Bryson DeChambeau, 
who spent much of his first 
round up to his knees in 
deep grass — and cursing 
his driver, saying it “sucks” 
— after being unable to use 
his power to overwhelm 
Royal St. George’s.

Shane Lowry, the Open 
winner in 2019, also shot 71 
in front of a crowd that has 
a daily capacity of 32,000 
this week. Not since Royal 
Portrush, where Lowry 
won, has any golf tourna-
ment seen so many specta-
tors through the gates.

With last year’s event 
canceled because of the 
pandemic, Lowry could 
finally be announced at an 
Open as the reigning cham-
pion golfer.

“It was a very special 
day for me,” he said.

Not so for the majority 

of the afternoon starters, 
who encountered more pro-
longed gusts off the English 
Channel and slightly drier 
conditions.

Rory McIlroy birdied 
the last to salvage a 70 in 
his bid for his first major 
title in seven years. Justin 
Thomas shot 72. Phil Mick-
elson shot 80, his highest 
start ever in the British 
Open, that left him tied for 
last place.

Benjamin Hebert and 
Webb Simpson, with 
rounds of 66 that tied 
them for fourth place with 
three others, had the best 
scores from the afternoon. 
Former PGA champion 
Collin Morikawa, in his 
first links test, and English 
favorite Tommy Fleetwood 
were at 67.

Fleetwood would like 
nothing more than to 
become the first English-
man with his name on that 
silver jug since Nick Faldo 
in 1992.

“It’s been a long time 
since an Englishman has 
won the Open, and I would 
love to be the next one. So 
we’ll see,” Fleetwood said.

Brian Harman was tied 
for second with Spieth 
after making five birdies 
in his first eight holes and 
finishing with a 65. Top-
ranked Dustin Johnson hit 
14 greens in regulation and 
said he was pleased with 
his round of 68 that had 
him in a tie for 19th.

Spieth had not won since 
Birkdale until he ended his 
slump at the Texas Open in 
April. He looked the hap-
piest of anyone Thursday, 
saying he liked where his 
game was at after matching 
his lowest score at an Open. 
He also had a 65 on the first 
day at Birkdale.

And he made reference 
to that victory while run-
ning off four straight bird-
ies starting at No. 5, telling 
former caddie John Wood 
— part of the U.S. broad-
cast team — that it was just 
like 2017 the way he was 
making putts and Wood 
was watching him. Wood 
was caddying in the final 
round at Birkdale for Matt 
Kuchar, who was second.

“Here I feel for the first 
time since then I’m at least 
coming in with a bit of 
form, a bit of confidence, 
and really my start lines 
off the tee,” Spieth said.

It was only Oosthuizen 
ahead of him. And that was 
no real shock, considering 
the South African was tied 
for the lead in the first and 
third rounds at last month’s 
U.S. Open and in the 
second round at the PGA 
Championship in May.

The return of the spec-
tators made it feel like a 
proper Open, especially 
on the hill overlooking 
the par-3 6th hole that 
attracted some of the big-
gest galleries of a day that 
started with a blue, cloud-
less sky.

Just before midday, the 
group containing Stewart 
Cink, Lee Westwood and 
Martin Kaymer all hit tee 
shots inside 6 feet of the 
pin. As they walked onto 
the green, one spectator 
shouted: “You three should 
be professionals.”

To which Kaymer’s 
caddie, Craig Connolly, 
replied back across the 
green: “You should be a 
comedian.”

“I feel like the fans here 
are very knowledgeable 
about the sport,” Spieth 
said, “and they’re also 
having a great time.”

By STEVE DOUGLAS
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Yankees-Red Sox ppd after 3 
NY pitchers test COVID positive

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Yankees’ post-All-Star break 
opener against the Boston Red 
Sox on Thursday night was 
postponed because of positive 
COVID-19 tests among vacci-
nated New York pitchers Jona-
than Loaisiga, Nestor Cortes Jr. 
and Wandy Peralta.

“It’s a fluid situation that 
could spread. It has spread to 
some degree,” Yankees general 
manager Brian Cashman said. 
“We have three positives and we 
have three pending that we’ve 
had rapid tests on. ... We’ll wait 

now for the lab tests to come 
back, which I’m assuming is 
going to be positive, as well. So 
that would increase our number 
to six, but we’re not at six yet. 
We’re at three confirmed.”

Loaisiga went on the 
COVID-19 injured list Saturday, 
when the Yankees were in Hous-
ton, and he did not travel home 
with the team Sunday. Cortes 
and Peralta went on the COVID-
19 IL on Thursday.

Cashman said all three were 
fully vaccinated, as are most of 
the players on the team. Among 

the three, two received the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
and the other was either Pfizer 
or Moderna, according to Cash-
man.

“Those players are doing 
well thus far,” he said. “And that 
would speak again to the belief 
that those vaccinations are 
working and ultimately they’re 
to protect us from severe illness 
and/or death.”

The three players await-
ing lab results are in quaran-
tine. Cashman would not say 
whether they include the Yan-

kees’ All-Stars who were in 
Denver: Aaron Judge, Gerrit 
Cole and Aroldis Chapman.

MLB was conducting con-
tact tracing under its protocols.

“The vaccines that we 
encourage everybody to get 
guarantee not getting hospi-
talized and not getting death 
coming from COVID, which is 
important, but it doesn’t prevent 
you from contracting COVID,” 
Cashman said. “It just obviously 
protects you from the severe 
worst-case scenario effects from 
COVID.”
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