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‘It’s just another 
opponent in their eyes’

CAREY – The history is 
hard to ignore. When a pro-
gram is elite like Coldwater, 
it’s hard to look past the num-
bers and just how dominant 
the Cavaliers have been. 

That is what Carey is 
trying to do this week – and 
oh yeah, win a state title – for 
the first time since 1975.

“This Coldwater program 
is tremendous,” Carey coach 
Jonathon Mershman said. 
“They will bring it, they 
know this stage and they’ve 
been on this stage quite a few 
times. Is this a huge Coldwa-
ter team? Not as big in the 
past. It’s a darn good Cold-
water team and they have 
that prestige of being in the 
MAC, so you are fighting 
some ghosts of the past and 
the present. 

“With this group, it’s kind 
of water off a duck’s back for 
them with the past stuff. 
Kids today I don’t think live 
in the past as much as adults 
do, so to these kids it’s just 
another game, a little up 
because it’s the state cham-
pionship game, but it’s just 
another opponent in their 
eyes.”

It’s easy to see why the 
MAC is the elite conference 
in Ohio. This year it has 
three teams playing for state 
titles, including Versailles 
in Division V, Coldwater in 
D-VI, and Marion Local in 
D-VII. 

For Coldwater (13-2) 
specifically, it won the state 
championship last season 
over New Middletown 
Springfield -- which Carey 
just ousted last week.

The program has seven 
state titles and has missed 
the final four only three times 

since 2010. It has reached the 
state title game eight of the 
last 11 seasons. Coldwater 
has made the playoffs a state-
record 25 straight years and 
is 84-19 lifetime in the post-
season. Also, since 2000, the 
Cavaliers have played in 308 
out of 328 possible weeks of 
football played.

With how good the MAC 
has been and the Coldwater 
football program as a whole, 
it probably hasn’t quite seen 
a team built like Carey. 

The Blue Devils (14-1) 
have rolled and dominated 
teams since a tough Week 
1 loss to Division VII state 
semif ina l ist Hopewel l -
Loudon. 

But it did take a while for 
the Blue Devils to gain their 
footing this season. After the 
loss at H-L, they trailed to 
Galion 21-7 at the half. 

Then something just 
started to click.

“It would still be that 
second half in Galion, after 
we hit rock bottom,” Mersh-
man said, describing that as 
a moment he knew Carey 
had something special this 
season. “We were down 21-7 
at halftime and we had to 
crawl out of that hole. “From 
there the resiliency, the 
bounce back that we had in 
the game, really let us know, 
‘OK, we can do this,’ 

“Colonel Crawford we 
went down 17-14 at half and 
I didn’t really feel like ‘Oh 
crap, we’re down.’ It was 
more of we screwed up a 
couple times and we’ll get 
this together. We went down 
and scored on the opening 
drive and since then we 
were lights out the rest of 
the game, another sparking 
moment from then on.”

Another big reason the 
Blue Devils have steam-
rolled through the season is 
the combination of a stellar 
offensive line with a huge 
punishing running back and 
a lock-down defense. 

I f someone watched 
senior Jordan Vallejo run 
the ball this season, they 
would not be able to tell he 
had never played running 
back before. 

The 6-foot-1, 265-pound 
monster out the backfield 
ran for 1,544 yards on 232 
carries while compiling 34 
touchdowns and has yet to 
fumble this season. 

“I was tight end (last 
year) and didn’t play much 
varsity, but when I did play 
I played mostly defense,” 
Vallejo said. “But it started 
in two-a-days during the 
summer it was like a joke, I 
told coach ‘Hey give me the 

Blue Devils 
bring 14 game 
winning streak 
into showdown 
with Coldwater

By MATT NYE
MNYE@ADVERTISER-TRIBUNE.COM

STEVE WILLIAMS / for The Courier
CAREY’S JORDAN VALLEJO stiff arms New Middletown 
Springfield’s Seandelle Gardner in a Division VI state 
semifinal at Euclid last Saturday.

FHS boys swimmers top St. John’s, 
girls fall to Notre Dame Academy 

Selby Witt, Parker Stocker and Ben Wil-
liams were involved in four events Thursday 
for Findlay High’s boys swim team.

They won all of them, pushing the 
Trojan boys to a 24-22 victory over Toledo 
St. John’s.

Meanwhile Findlay’s girls lost, 33-11 to 
Notre Dame Academy.

For the FHS boys, Witt won the 50 free-
style in 21.72, and won the 100 freestyle 
in 49.67.

In the 200 free relay, Witt teamed with 
Xavier Doering, Williams and Parker 
Stocker to win in 1:33.87. He also was part 
of the winning 400 freestyle relay, teaming 
again with Doering, Williams and Stocker 
to finish in 3:29.41.

Meanwhile, Williams won the 200 free-
style in 1:48.96, as well as the 500 freestyle 

in 5:13.71
Stocker also picked up a pair of indi-

vidual wins, claiming the 100 backstroke 
in 1:04.32 and the 100 butterfly in in 54.74.

On the girls’ side, Findlay’s Gracie 
Smith won the 50 freestyle (26.31) and 
the 100 butterfly (1:05.35). The Trojans’  
Delaney Spradlin won the 100 backstroke  
in 1:04.32, while Claire Kemmere won the 
100 free in 57.73. 

Oilers pound Trevecca Nazarene 
in G-MAC opener

NASHVILLE, Tn – After being down 
11-6 early in the first half, the University 
of Findlay used a 44-15 run to close out 
the first half and eventually got the 86-56 

R O U N D U P

For Carey, it’s all on the line

CAREY — Carey right 
tackle Easton Korody is an 
All-Ohio selection, and a key 
cog in an offensive line that 
has helped the Blue Devils 
reach their first state final in 
46 years.

When asked what it was 
about Carey’s offensive line 
that made it so special, the 
senior kept it simple.

“We’re all just dawgs at 
the end of the day,” Korody 
said. “We take pride in just 
dominating.”

For most of the 2021 
season, the Blue Devils up 
front have been doing just 
that.

Statistics for high school 
offensive linemen aren’t 
always easy to find. Some-
times, you just have to look 
at the team’s results.

Carey is on a 14-game win-
ning streak, and will be play-
ing in the Division VI state 
final against Coldwater at 3 

p.m. Saturday at Tom Benson 
Stadium in Canton.

Every one of the Blue 
Devils wins have been by 
double digits. Twelve of 
them have been by 20 points 
or more.

And how does the offen-
sive line figure in?

The Blue Devils are led 

on offense by bruising back 
Jordan Vallejo. The senior 
has accumulated 1,544 yards 
this season and a remarkable 
34 touchdowns.

“I get all the credit for all 
the touchdowns and the yards 
and everything, but the real 
credit goes to the O-line,” 
Vallejo said. “They’re getting 

all these good blocks and 
good pushes and everything, 
and they’re allowing me to 
get four or five yards without 
being touched.”

The Blue Devils offensive 
line includes Korody, as well 
as right guard Ashton Clauss. 
At center is Brock Bushong, 
with Carson Pahl at left guard 

and Collin Ferguson at left 
tackle.

It wasn’t a set group 
before the season. The team 
lost one of its better linemen, 
Cameron Pahl (Carson’s twin 
brother) in the summer to a 
torn ACL.

“So, going into this 
season, I knew we had four,” 

Carey coach Jonathan Mer-
shman said. “We had to find 
the fifth, and Brock really did 
step up.”

Korody went even further.
“(Bushong’s) improved 

every game, and right now, 
he’s dominating,” Korody 
said. “I’m just so proud of 
how far we’ve come since 
the Hopewell game. It’s awe-
some to play with that group 
of guys.”

The 30 -15 loss to 
Hopewell-Loudon is the only 
blemish on the Blue Devils’ 
season. But it was the next 
week, in the second half 
against Galion, that Korody 
said things turned around for 
good.

“Our first six quarters, 
obviously, not the best, we 
lost to Hopewell, and our first 
two quarters against Galion, 
we really struggled,” he said. 
“I don’t know what was said 
at halftime at Galion, but we 
haven’t looked back since.”

Carey also has an advan-
tage over many small schools. 
Its linemen play either offense 
or defense. Not both.

“We all go one way, so our 
varsity D-line will go against 
our starting O-line, which 
really helps,” said Carey 

Blue Devils roll 
into state final 
behind strong 
group of blockers

By ZACH BAKER
ZACHBAKER@THECOURIER.COM
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CAREY’S OFFENSIVE LINE GETS set for a play Saturday against Middletown Springfield at Clyde.

Findlay offense struggles 
against Toledo Central Catholic

TOLEDO – Bri Nich-
ols led Findlay’s girls with 
nine points, but the Trojans 
offense struggled Thursday 
in a 42-25 in a Toledo Area 
Athletic Conference con-
test.

The Trojans lost their 
second in a row, and fell to 
1-3, 0-2 in the TRAC.

Kelsey Shindeldecker 
had five points for FHS. 
C-R   49
VANLUE  8

RAWSON – Chelcie 
McVetta scored 11 points, 
Morgan McVetta had 10, 
and Cory-Rawson’s defense 
stymied Vanlue for much of 
the game in a 49-8 victory.

Vanlue was held score-
less for the entire first half, 
and trailed the Hornets 30-0 
at the break.

Vanlue finally broke 
through with seven third-
quarter points. Olivia 
Secord scored three in the 
period, and led the Wildcats 
with three points.

VANLUE
Olivia Secord 1-1—3; Taylor Gerschutz 

0-1—1; Mara Simon 1-0—2; Lexi Brooks 
0-2—2. TOTALS 2-4—8.

CORY-RAWSON
Octavia Hassan 2-1—5; Lanie Kempf 

3-0—6; Karissa Welte 1-0—2; Chelcie 
McVetta 4-1—11; Morgan McVetta 3-0—6; 
Paige McVetta 4-2—10; Makayla Gillfillan 
2-1—5.
VANLUE 0 0 7 1 – 8
CORY-RAWSON 13 17  12   7 – 49

FOUL SHOTS: Vanlue 4-8; Cory-

Rawson 5-12. 
ARLINGTON  32
ARCADIA  31

ARCADIA – Arlington 
got 11 points from Kylie 
Joliff, and edged Arcadia 
in the Blanchard Valley 
Conference opener for both 
teams, 32-31.

G I R L S  B A S K E T B A L L

DYLAN FRAZIER / The Courier
CORY-RAWSON’S BRYNN REESE (22) tries to get 
a shot off in the second quarter with Vanlue’s Mara 
Simon (33) going for a block during Thursday’s BVC 
game.
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