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‘They’re just winners’

It’s certainly impressive, 
but to Liberty-Benton girls 
basketball coach Nate Irwin, 
it’s not unexpected.

Tiffin University’s wom-
en’s hoops program is in a 
spot it has never been: The 
Division II NCAA tourna-
ment.

A big reason for that are 
two L-B graduates, senior 
Jensen Hiegel and sopho-
more Savanah Richards.

The pair, who each earned 
all-Ohio honors while play-
ing for the Eagles, are now 
starting for Tiffin.

Richards averages more 
than 14 points a game, and 
Hiegel is averaging better 
than seven.

But more importantly, 
the two have helped create a 
winning culture in a program 
that didn’t really have one.

And Irwin isn’t surprised.
“They’re just winners. 

They won a lot for us in high 
school,” Irwin said. “They’re 
competitive kids. You know, 
it’s not a surprise to me that 
they’ve had the success that 
they’ve had.

“They both know how 
to win, and it’s exciting to 
watch them do that at the 
next level.”

But Hiegel and Richards 
are more than just high 
school and college team-
mates.

“We’ve been best friends 
since my freshman year, since 
I started in high school,” 
Richards said. “Jensen kind 
of took me under her wing 
then.”

In Tiffin, Hiegel has 
established herself as not 
just a solid player, but a team 
leader. That became impor-
tant this season.

Not only were the Drag-
ons-- like every other team – 
dealing with COVID-19, but 
they had a new head coach 

in Miriam Justinger. The 
former coach, Jessie Ivey, 
resigned in September to 
become an assistant at the 
University of Toledo.

“I took over this, and I got 
this opportunity kind of late 
in the ballgame,” Justinger 
said. “My first thought was, 
if it was any other team with 
any other leaders, I would 
be hesitant to take over. But 
I knew, a kid like Jensen’s 
gonna be continuing that cul-
ture coach Ivey had started 
here.”

Justinger said that meant 
Hiegel taking a role when the 
coaching staff isn’t around.

“The little things coaches 
can’t control outside of prac-
tice,” she said. “What’s being 
said in the locker room, 
what’s happening when they 
leave the gym, I know a 
player like Jensen is making 
sure that the kids are doing 
the right things, she’s saying 
the right things, and that cul-
ture’s continuing to build in 
the right way because of her 
leadership.”

Justinger said Richards 
plays a big role, too, with 
her attitude and work ethic.

“First thing I’ll say about 
her is she doesn’t take no for 
an answer,” Justinger said 
of Richards. “She’s never 
gonna hear somebody say, 
‘well, you’re a little bit too 
small, you’re a little bit too 
slow.’ She’s gonna work to 
prove you wrong. She’s done 
just that.”

And TU has proved 
people wrong. It finished 
the regular season 13-8 –
its first winning season in 
almost a decade – then ran 
off three straight victories in 
the Great Midwest Athletic 
Conference Tournament to 
claim the championship and 
gain an automatic bid to the 
NCAA tournament.

The Dragons play Ken-
tucky Wesleyan – the team 
they beat in the GMAC 

championship Saturday – at 
8:30 p.m. tonight in Colum-
bus.

It’s a big game, but Rich-
ards said she’s used to that.

“It’s a really big game, 
but it’s also a really exciting 
game,” she said. “We talk 
about every day how, yeah, 
it’s a lot of pressure ... but we 
just need to like, embrace it 
a little bit.”

Hiegel said the Dragons 
are not taking this opportu-
nity for granted.

“I think everyone here has 
the same goals,” she said. 
“We just talked about how 
grateful we all are to have 
the opportunity, because at 
the beginning of the year, we 
didn’t know if we were gonna 
have a season or not. So, not 
knowing day by day what’s 
going to happen, I think 
that really helped us focus 
on the practices and games 
that we’re having, because, 
tomorrow isn’t promised.”

L-B grads Hiegel, Richards 
help TU to D-II tournament
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TIFFIN UNIVERSITY SENIOR Jensen Hiegel, a Liberty-
Benton graduate looks to make a pass at during a game in 
Tiffin earlier this season.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TIFFIN UNIVERSITY SPORTS INFORMATION
TIFFIN UNIVERSITY’S Savanah Richards drives to the 
basket against the University of Findlay in Tiffin earlier 
this season.

Columbus Grove boys 
go for state berth 

against New Bremen
After waiting an entire 

year, Columbus Grove 
(23-2) will finally get to 
play in a regional final after 
it beat Carey in a 48-45 
thriller on Tuesday.

The Bulldogs will now 
direct their attention to 
New Bremen, who stunned 
No. 1 ranked Antwerp 
in overtime on Tuesday, 
51-43. The Cardinals (18-8) 
outscored the Archers 8-0 
in the extra quarter.

Reynolds leads the 
way for CG, averaging 
15.8 points, 8.8 rebounds, 
and 5.2 assists. Reynolds’ 
17-point, 10-rebound dou-
ble-double paced the Bull-
dogs in Tuesday’s game. 
Reynolds has more than 
1,500 points in his career.

Grove’s Tayt Birnesser, 
who averages 15.5 points 
a game, is another player 
to look out for in tonight’s 
game.

He was kept in check 
on Tuesday, only scoring 
nine points. New Bremen 
6 -foot-4 junior Reese 
Busse, leads the way for 
the Cardinals, averaging 
team-highs in points (12.7) 
and rebounds (4.5) a game. 
The Homan brothers--Da-
vid (9.2 ppg and 4.2 rpg) 
and Daniel (6.7 points per 
game)--also play key roles 
for New Bremen. Mitchell 
Hays does a little bit of 
everything for NB--aver-
aging 6.1 ppg, 3.3 rpg, 2.8 
assists per game, and 2.2 
steals per game.

The game will tip off at 
7 p.m. tonight in Van Wert.

Crawford, Carey 
rate 1st team N10
Cade Crawford aver-

aged more than 13 points 
a game, and helped lead 
Carey’s boys basketball 
team to the Division IV 
regional finals.

On Thursday, the senior 
Blue Devil was named to 
the All-Northern 10 Ath-
letic Conference first team, 
joining one other area 
player, Upper Sandusky 

senior Gavin Carey.
Crawford also averaged 

3.8 assists and 2.9 steals a 
game for the Blue Devils. 
Carey averaged 15.7 points 
and 7.8 rebounds a game for 
the Rams.

Carey junior Bryce 
Conti rated second team, as 
did Upper Sandusky junior 
Cade Adams and junior 
Trent Beamer.

Carey’s Hayden Nash 
and Upper Sandusky’s Jack-
son Smalley each made the 
honorable mention list.

Colonel Crawford’s 
Carter Valentine was player 
of the year, and the Eagles’ 
Dave Sheldon was coach of 
the year.

ALL-N10
FIRST TEAM

Cade Crawford, Sr., Carey; Mason 
Studer, Jr., Colonel Crawford; Carter 
Valentine, Jr., Colonel Crawford; Chase 
Walker, Sr., Colonel Crawford; Austin 
Tusing, Sr., Mohawk; Isaac Mason, So., 
Seneca East; Gavin Carey, Sr., Upper 
Sandusky.

SECOND TEAM
Alex Kanney, Jr., Buckeye Central; 

Bryce Conti, Jr., Carey; AJ Hess, So., 
Mohawk; Andrew Kalb, Sr., Seneca East; 
Cade Adams, Sr., Upper Sandusky; Trent 
Beamer, Jr., Upper Sandusky; Dustin Brady, 
Sr., Wynford.

HONORABLE MENTION
Tyler Rose, Buckeye Central; Mike 

Wise, Bucyrus; Hayden Nash, Carey; 
Brock Ritzhaupt, Colonel Crawford; 
Tyler Hayman, Mohawk; Adam Beard, 
Ridgedale; Zane Gibbs, Seneca East; 
Jackson Smalley, Upper Sandusky; Jaron 
Filliator, Wynford.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Carter 
Valentine, Colonel Crawford

COACH OF THE YEAR: David Sheldon, 
Colonel Crawford.   

BOWLING
SPORTSMAN LANES

PRIME TIMERS
HIGH INDIVIDUAL SERIES

Men: Mike Smith, 583. Women: 
Deanna Lackey 482.

HIGH INDIVIDUAL GAME
Men: Mike Smith 215. Women: Wilma 

Elliott 191.

Mungro crowned
BIRMINGHAM, AL  

— The University of Find-
lay’s Sterling Mungro was 
crowned D-II weight throw 
champion Thursday at the 
Indoor Track and Field 
Championships, when he 
broke the school record 
in the weight throw with 
a toss of 22.45 meters. 
That toss is the fifth-best 
in NCAA DII history.

Keys thinks UF 
football is on track 
as season begins

At a time in the year 
where teams should be 
focusing on spring work-
outs and figuring out their 
plans for the fall, COVID 
had other plans.

Last fall, the G-MAC 
announced it would be 
delaying all contact sports 
to the fall, including foot-
ball, which turned the cal-
endar year upside down for 
the University of Findlay 
football team.

It’s not exactly what the 
players wanted their foot-
ball season to look like.

“We as players devote a 
lot of time and energy into 
our game. To have some 

opportunities taken away 
from us has been hard,” 
Oiler defensive end and 
Arlington graduate Logan 
Speyer said. “The uncer-
tainty of our schedule has 
been difficult.”

Another step in the 
adjustment will come at 1 
p.m. Saturday, when Find-
lay travels to Hillsdale to 
open a six-game regular 
season.

Findlay coach Rob Keys 
said his team has handled 
things well so far.

“Through September 
and through October into 
November, we had to shift 
gears from a strength and 
conditioning aspect to a 

Oilers open six-game slate 
Saturday at Hillsdale
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UNIVERSITY OF FINDLAY defenders Logan Speyer 
(11) and Kyle Gibson prepare to line up during a game 
last season against Alderson Broaddus.

Titans frustrate Golden 
Bears, reach state final 

DAYTON — Arms spread 
wide, the look of frustration 
displayed by Applecreek Wayne-
dale’s Brooklyn Troyer was an 
indictment in itself.

With 4:58 left in Thurs-
day’s Division III girls state 
semifinal, Troyer had grabbed 
a rebound under Ottawa-
Glandorf’s basket. Quickly cor-
nered in a double-team trap by 
O-G’s Chloee Glenn and Erin 
Kaufman, Troyer found herself 
with no one to outlet to, and 
nowhere to go.

The Golden Bears’ senior 
was able to avoid a turnover or a 
timeout by bouncing the ball off 
Glenn’s leg and out of bounds. 
But Troyer’s frustration mir-
rored that of Waynedale overall 
as Ottawa-Glandorf used lock-
down defense and a clutch touch 
from the foul line in posting a 
46-36 win at the University of 
Dayton Arena.

“Once they took the lead, 
we knew we had to throw the 
second punch,” O-G senior 
guard Kelsey Erford said after 
the Titans saw an early lead 
dwindle away before rallying 
behind a defensively dominat-
ing second-half performance.

“We took that first punch. 
But we knew we couldn’t give 
up because they weren’t going 
to, either.”

Post players Glenn and 
Kaufman combined for 28 
points and 14 rebounds. O-G’s 
defense did the rest, holding 
Waynedale’s potent offense 
to just 13 second half points 
as the Titans improved their 
record to 26-2 and earned a 
spot in Saturday’s 2 p.m. state 
championship game against 
25-1 Berlin Hiland, which beat 
Cincinnati Purcell Marian 47-40 
in Thursday’s second Division 
III semifinal.

Ottawa-Glandorf, state 
runner-up in 2015 and 2016, 
is making its fifth state tour-
nament appearance in seven 
years. Berlin Hiland, with five 
state championships and four 
runner-up finishes since 2000, 
is in the state tournament for 
the 18th time.

O-G coach Troy Yant said 
his game plan was obvious: try 
to contain a Waynedale team 
that averaged 63.2 points a 

game behind a guard-oriented 
attack featuring two players 
who had knocked down over 
50 3-pointers this season and 
two others with more than 35.

From the opening tip, that 
plan worked.

With Glenn and Kaufman 
scoring inside and Erford 
adding six points on drives, 
jumpers and free throws, O-G 
bolted to a 17-5 lead in the first 
six minutes.

Waynedale eventually found 
the range, with 3-pointers by 
Alyssa Geiser, Kelsey Wolfe and 
Laney Murphy sparking a 12-2 
surge spanning the first and 
second quarters. When Wolfe 
opened the third quarter with 
another 3, the Golden Bears 
had their first lead of the game, 
26-25.

That lead, though, lasted all 
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OTTAWA-GLANDORF’S LILY HASELMAN (12) pulls up under the basket to put up a 
shot around Waynedale’s Kelsey Wolfe (3) Thursday at The University of Dayton.
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