
The Padres won for just 
the second time in nine 
games. They were coming off 
a 1-5 trip to New York and 
Colorado, including a three-
game sweep by the Rockies, 
that Tingler described as 
“just terrible.”

The Reds saw their six-
game winning streak 
snapped.

The Padres took a 2-0 lead 
into the ninth after Tatis and 
Machado homered off Wade 
Miley. Melancon was one out 
away from his big league-lead-
ing 20th save before he melt-
ed down against the red-hot 
Reds.

Joey Votto started the 

Reds’ rally with a leadoff sin-
gle and Tucker Barnhart dou-
bled. Kyle Farmer had an RBI 
groundout before pinch-hit-
ter Tyler Stephenson tied it 
with a two-out single.

India homered to give the 
Reds a 4-2 lead and quiet the 
crowd. It was his sixth.

Pierce Johnson (2-2) got the 
win.

Miley, who threw his first 

career no-hitter at Cleveland 
on May 7, had frustrated the 
struggling Padres until Tatis 
drove a high-arcing shot 
that just cleared the wall in 
left-center for San Diego’s 
first hit with two outs in the 
sixth. The star shortstop 
dropped his bat and began 
his trot after sending the 
crowd of 40,362 into a frenzy.

It was the 22nd for Tatis, 

tying his career high set as a 
rookie in 2019 and matching 
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. for the 
major league lead. Tatis was 
limited to 84 games as a rook-
ie due to injuries.

“He wants to be the best in 
the game and right now he’s 
doing a lot of good things,” 
Tingler said. “The ball just 
absolutely explodes off his 
bat.”

“We sat down one day and 
she said, ‘Dad, I’m going up 
there and I’m going to get 
tested.’ He looked at her and 
said, ‘OK.’”

Chelsea remembered the 
moment that her father final-
ly gave in to the persistent 
and determined child he had 
raised.

“He was sitting on the 
couch and mom was on the 
other couch and I was in the 
rocking chair. I said, ‘I’m 
going to get tested.’ And he 
looked right at me and said 
‘OK.’ And I was like, ‘Oh my 
God!’ I started screaming. It 
was on a Sunday and I went 
that week,” Chelsea said.

Kevin said his wife was the 
rock that kept everyone pos-
itive and fighting for a suc-
cessful outcome.

“Neither one of us would be 
here if not for that one,” Kevin 
said pointing at his wife.

“That’s true,” agreed 
Chelsea.

“She kept me alive for 
three years. Those were the 

worst three years of my life. 
I couldn’t have made it with-
out her,” said Kevin.

Kevin and Chelsea had 
discussions on a daily basis 
about her donating a kidney. 
Chelsea said it was difficult 
to watch her father going 
through dialysis and all the 
pain he was suffering.

“He was doing dialysis 
every night during the night 
and we would wake up each 
day not knowing if he was 
going to be there,” she said.

Kevin did the dialysis at 
the center and at home. Gina 
had quit work to help take 
care of her husband.

“I really wasn’t worried. I 
really wasn’t. I was 57. I’d 
live a good one,” said Kevin.

But Chelsea was quick to 
make the point that she want-
ed her father to be around for 
his two grandchildren.

“Watching those grandba-
bies was my biggest thing,” 
said Chelsea who has a 
daughter Addison, 7, and son 
Jase, 5. “I’m really glad we 
did it.”

So was Chelsea’s husband 

Jeremy Blagg. He had four 
simple words for his wife fol-
lowing the ordeal.

“I’m proud of you,” said 
Jeremy.

Kevin said he didn’t 
remember anything about 
the surgery, just waking up 
on the recovery table and 
quickly asked how Chelsea 
was doing.

“I hadn’t walked in a while 
and I got up and walked down 
to see her,” said Kevin.

“They usually don’t put 
them in the same room 
because they don’t want them 
to see how much pain she 
was in. They ended up put-
ting them in the same room,” 
said Gina.

The surgery was on a 
Saturday and the hospital 
was going to release him on 
Monday morning. But Kevin 
wanted to stay with Chelsea 
because she was in pain.

“I’m not a medicine person. 
I don’t like to use medicine. I 
wouldn’t even take pain pills. 
The only thing they told me 
not to take was Motrin,” said 
Chelsea.

Chelsea had one of the 
nurses take a picture of her 
kidney after it was removed 
from her and before it was 
transplanted into her father. 
She carries the picture on her 
phone.

“It’s the only thing I asked 
for,” she said of her kidney 
that she named “Thelma.”

Kevin has been able to 
enjoy two seasons of watch-
ing and coaching his grand-
children playing tee-ball.

“My kids love my mom and 
dad so I didn’t want him to 
miss all of that,” said Chelsea.

Both father and daughter 
have no restrictions and get 
yearly checkups and each 
time it has been a clean slate.

“I just had to keep with my 
diet for my diabetes. As for 
exercise, I’m still working,” 
said Kevin. “I’m doing fine.”

With kidney transplants, 
the patient has to be a match 
with the donor.

“We were a perfect match,” 
said Chelsea who went and 
had the test done on her own 
to determine compatibility.

Kevin said that there were 

a lot of other people involved 
in his treatment, surgery and 
recovery.

“I’ve got a lot of doctors 
and nurses I’ve got to be 
thankful for. If that surgery 
had been postponed, I’d have 
been in a lot of trouble. A 
doctor who had just left 
King’s Daughters’ Hospital 
and moved to Dayton, he put 
my heart back in rhythm two 
days before. If it had been out 
of rhythm, I wasn’t going to 
be able to have the surgery,” 
said Kevin.

One thing that proved to 
be comforting to Kevin and 
Gina was how Chelsea would 
be treated in the future if she 
had any kidney problems.

“They did tell Chelsea if 
she has kidney problems that 
she goes to the top of the list 
because she’s a donor,” said 
Gina.

“That’s the first thing they 
promised me,” said Kevin.

And now, Kevin Markins 
has the Father’s Day gift that 
he’ll always remember.

That’s quite a gift from 
quite a daughter.

Gift
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TOP LEFT: Kevin 
Markins holds his 
daughter Chelsea’s 
hand during recovery 
following surgery 
as she donated her 
kidney to her father; 
TOP RIGHT, Chelsea 
and Kevin recall the 
events that led up to 
their surgery; BOTTOM 
LEFT: Chelsea is all 
smiles as she recalls 
the day with her 
father agreed to let 
her donate a kidney; 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Mom 
Gina Markins laughs 
as she listens to her 
daughter and also 
remembers that same 
moment. (Photo By 

Then.......... ..........and now

The South Point High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame is pleased to 
announce the Class of 2021.

Each inductee was nominated by 
a member of the community, as they 
felt they should be honored for their 
contributions to South Point High 
School athletics. The following mem-
bers will be inducted this year:

Vince Chapman —  A 1970 grad-
uate, Vince played 
football, baseball, 
basketball, and track 
while at South Point. 
He was ALL-OVC in 
basketball and base-
ball, and competed in 
many different events 
in track, Vince is 
best remembered for 
his prowess on the 
football field. He was ALL-OVC his 
junior and senior year and helped 
lead South Point to their first OVC 
title in 10 years. Vince was first team 
All- Southeastern District, Ironton 
Tribune All-Star Team, OVC Back 
of the year and was named to the 
Associated Press All-Ohio football 
team. He helped South Point be one of 
the top 20 teams in the state of Ohio in 
offense averaging 7.9 yards per carry 
on 110 rushes, and scoring 197 points.

Kelly Arthur Copley — a 1979 grad-
uate, Kelly played volleyball, basket-
ball, softball,  ran track and was a 
cheerleader while at South Point. In 
volleyball she was All-OVC for four 

years, and All-District two years, and 
member of the regional runner up 
team in 1978. Kelly was all OVC and 
All district for basketball for two 
years and member of 3 OVC champi-
onship teams. In track she competed 
in the long jump, hurdles, 880 and 
mile relay. She helped lead the track 
team to 4 OVC titles and participat-
ed in the regional and state meets. 

Kelly was a member 
of the first softball 
team at South Point 
in 1978 that went to 
the  state final four 
and a member of 2 
OVC championship 
teams. She was also 
captain of the cheer 
leading  squad her 
senior year. After 

graduation, she attended St. Mary’s 
School of Nursing where she then was 
named Director of Quality Nursing.

Kayla Fletcher — A 2011 gradu-
ate, Kayla played basketball, soft-
ball, soccer and ran track while at 
South Point. In Basketball, she was a 
four year starter and helped lead the 
Pointers to 4 OVC titles and 2 district 
titles. She was ALL-OVC for 4 years, 
Division II Southeast District Player 
of the Year, First Team All-Ohio for 
2 years and Division II Player of the 
year as a senior. For softball, she bat-
ted lead off and hit. .565. Her honors 
included All-OVC, All-District, and 
First Team All-Ohio. In track, Kayla 

specialized in the 100M, long jump, 
4X100, and 4X200. She competed in 
the Ohio State Championships in the 
100M and long jump. In soccer, Kayla 
played on a co-ed team. However, she 
started all 4 years, was named All-
Southeast District, and participated 
in the N/S All-Star game where she 
scored a hat trick with one assist. 
Kayla is currently the school psychol-
ogist for South Point Local Schools.

Ryan Salmons — A 1986 graduate,, 
Ryan played football, basketball, and 
baseball all four years at South Point. 
In football, he received All-OVC hon-
ors, was an Academic All-American, 
and received All-State Honorable 
Mention Linebacker his senior year. 
For basketball, Ryan was All-OVC, 
Honorable Mention All-State, and 
invited to play in the North-South 
game. In baseball, Ryan received 2nd 
Team All-OVC honors. After gradu-
ation, Ryan attended WV Tech and 
played linebacker where he received 
All-Conference honors his Junior 
and Senior year and was NAIA All-
American Honorable Mention. Ryan 
was also instrumental in forming the 
FIRST District 11 Challenger baseball 
league, for children and adults with 
disabilities. He is currently a State 
Farm agent in Wheelersburg for over 
20 years.  

Jim Scherer — A 1954 graduate, 
Jim played football, baseball and bas-
ketball while at South Point. After 
graduation, Jim returned to SPHS 

to have a great coaching career. Jim 
served as South Point’s baseball 
coach for 20 years compiling a 68 
percnt winning average and lead the 
Pointers to 12 OVC championships. 
Along the way, he was named OVC 
Coach of the year 8 times, and his 
teams also went on to district play. 
Jim also coached basketball at South 
Point High School and Middle School 
for 15 years. He also served as a foot-
ball assistant coach for 5 years. Jim 
was also a member of the Ohio High 
School Baseball Association for 20 
years. Jim retired from South Point 
Schools in 1997.

The inductees will be honored 
at the first home football game on 
Friday, Sept. 3.

On Saturday, Sept. 4, there will be  
the Hall of Fame banquet with hors 
d'oeuvres starting at 5 p.m. and din-
ner at 6’oclock. Individual tickets can 
be purchased for the banquet for $40. 
Please email dnance@southpoint.
k12.oh.us for ticket information. 

If you would like to nominate some-
one for the South Point Hall of Fame, 
applications can be picked up at the 
high school in the gym, at the office, 
at the board office, or you may go 
online to https://www.southpoint.
k12.oh.us/southpointhighschool_
home.aspx and choose Hall of Fame 
application which is in a word doc-
ument you may type into directly. 
Please read the application for the 
information which is needed. 

South Point to induct five new members to athletic Hall of Fame
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