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Browns notebook: Mayfi�eld
shows growth on TD to Hodge
SPORTS, 5A

QEAJAB-02056rAfghanistan: Taliban inherit economic crisis,
looming famine, other challenges. 4B

Weather

High 77° ❚ Low 61°
Some sun. Forecast, 2A

Sometimes when you focus intense-
ly, you lose sight of the big picture.

You can also fail to see or have
enough respect for other responsibil-
ities. Not Jon Ottney.

The Lakota High defensive coordina-
tor and former coach at Fremont Ross
wasn’t ready when his dad, David, died
when he was a junior in high school. Ap-
parently, however, he was prepared.

Jon Ottney died in a car accident Fri-
day at 38. A minor passenger in the oth-
er car also was killed and the other driv-
er was in critical condition after the
crash.

Jon’s brother Ryan wasn’t ready this
time either. But Ryan, 34, is prepared.
Ottney made sure of it.

Ottney bravely
responds to adversity

“When adversity struck, he handled
it as good as anybody could,” Ryan said.
“I want to do that for my family, my play-
ers. As a junior in high school, your job
isn’t to raise somebody. He was my sec-
ond father. Not many would do what he
did.

“He did it in the blink of an eye. I’ll
always cherish that. I’ll have to do that
for his children. That’s the biggest ta-
keaway from what he did as a man.”

Ryan, who will now be his nephew’s
top football resource, learned what’s
important and to prioritize.

“He loved his family,” he said. “He
loved his wife. He loved his children.
He loved working with kids. That was
his passion. Everyone has been talking
about how great a man he was, and
there’s no question, but he was an
even better man and husband that
people didn’t get to see.”

The day after their father’s death,
Jon Ottney was in the weight room.
Ryan remembers.

“My dad died when I was 12,” Ryan
said. “Jon pushed off� college to help 

Jon Ottney is pictured with daughters Jersee and Farris, son Davis and wife Sarrah. The Lakota High defensive
coordinator died in a car accident Friday at 38. COURTESY OF OTTNEY FAMILY 

Football coach was
a mentor to all ages 

Lakota’s Jon Ottney who died in crash leaves lasting legacy
Matthew Horn
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The number of COVID-19 cases has
quadrupled in the past month, as the
delta variant continues its spread in
Ohio.

And it could get worse before it gets

better as schools in Sandusky County
begin this week.

Bethany Brown, Sandusky County
health commissioner, said health de-
partments’ advice on curbing the spread
of COVID-19 is not being followed.

“It is a little frustrating, you know,
when you’re asked your advice and no-
body listens,” she said. 

Brown said the only way to keep kids
in school the entire year is for them to
wear masks.

CDC requires masks
on school buses

Students are going back to school in
Sandusky County and Brown said no

districts are requiring masks for people
inside the school buildings. Masks will,
however, be required on buses due to
guidance from the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention requir-
ing masks on all public transportation.

Brown said she understands why 

Health leaders worry about maskless schools 
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GREEN SPRINGS — Over and over
Monday night, village residents deliv-
ered an emphatic message to repre-
sentatives of a proposed in-patient
detox and residential treatment facil-
ity: We don’t want you here.

Legends Recovery Center of Ohio
offi�cials appeared at a special meeting
of Green Springs Village Council to
give information on the new addiction
recovery facility, which if approved by
the state could have up to 40 beds at
430 N. Broadway St. in an existing
building adjacent to Green Springs El-
ementary School.

Their attempts to reassure the com-
munity about security and safety con-
cerns failed, as several residents and
village offi�cials repeatedly pressed
Legends offi�cials on why they chose a
site next to an elementary school, po-
tential crime concerns, what they
would do to keep in-patient clients
within the facility and how they in-
tended to provide adequate staff� and
on-site security.

Mayor Adam Greenslade said the
company would be bringing the possi-
bility of criminal behavior and risks
associated with addiction treatment
and putting them right next to a play-
ground used by the village’s children
and families.

“I’m leaving here, I feel like, with
more questions than answers,” Green-
slade said near the end of the nearly
three-hour meeting, adding that he
didn’t have confi�dence in the company
or its proposed facility based on the
presentation Monday.

Katharina Muth, Legends’ chief op-
erations offi�cer, said company offi�cials
did everything they thought they had
to do in regards to following the state’s
guidelines and appearing before Green
Springs’ zoning board.

She said she didn’t anticipate Mon-
day’s overwhelmingly negative reac-
tion from community members.

Muth said she had hoped residents
would have more of an open mind re-
garding the proposed facility and its
clients.

“Not all addicts and alcoholics are 

Green Springs 
residents are
against new
detox facility
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