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SPORTS

WINDOWS, SIDING,
DOORS, ROOFING

419-765-6049

WHY BUY FROM CLEAR CHOICE EXTERIORS?
• Locally Owned and Operated by knowledgeable
window and siding professionals with years of
experience helping homeowners choose the right
products for their home, budget, and lifestyle.

• Better Business Bureau Accredited. We are proud
to say we have never had a complaint filed against us.

• Fully Licensed and Insured – Worker’s
Compensation and Liability Insurance.

• Comprehensive Warranty on products that is
transferable and non-pro-rated.

75% OFF
Installation Of Premium Vinyl Windows

18 Months No Interest
*With Lender Approval

Large tears rolled down John Lewis’
cheeks.

Atkinson Elementary, Fremont Ju-
nior High and the Purple Pit are things
no longer. Lewis, of course, was partic-
ularly saddened by the latter.

Fremont Ross boys lost the fi�nal game
Tuesday in the old gym, 81-73 to Toledo
St. John’s in the Three Rivers Athletic
Conference. The girls played their last
game in the gym earlier this month.

“I spent a lot of time here,” Lewis
said. “I love Fremont Ross. When I put
that jersey on, it wasn’t just the jersey. It
was representing my family, my com-
munity and my school. It’s my home.”

Little Giants coach John Cahill grad-
uated from Ross in 1987, after attending
Atkinson and Fremont Junior High. He
played with Greg Bender and cherishes
the night in Fremont when the pro-
gram’s all-time leading scorer registered
1,000 points for the fi�rst time in program
history.

The Little Giants were one of only

two teams to beat state runner-up Ad-
miral King when Cahill was a junior.

“I grew up in this gym,” Cahill said. “I
spent a lot of time here. I’ve been com-
ing to games here since the early 1980s. I
have a unique experience. I played here.
I coached against Ross. I coach here.”

Ayden Carter scored 21 points, and
Jaedyn Bulger and Kurt Harrison added
17 apiece for the Little Giants.

“We’re in the moment,” Cahill said.
“The ball moved really well early and
then the off�ense got stagnant. We need
to defend. It will help to have Kaden
[Holmes]. We’ll keep working to get bet-
ter and head to the new gym with a lot to
play for.

“We would have liked to have sent the
old one out with a win. I love the Purple
Pit. It’s bittersweet. I’ll miss it. We’re
ready for a change. We’ll try to make
new memories in the new gym.”

The fi�rst game at the Purple Pit was
63 years ago, in 1958. It was known as
the Purple Pit after 1984.

Lewis, who graduated in 1971, sealed
a 49-48 victory over second-ranked
Elyria and scored 25 points in a double-
overtime victory over Marion Harding in

the regular season.
He scored 28 points in a narrow set-

back to a ranked Findlay team and 17
consecutive points in a diff�erent win
over Elyria in Fremont. He averaged 21
points as a senior.

Lewis watched Pete Davis, who
graduated in 1963. He considers Davis
a mentor, playing together at the park
in their neighborhood.

Garry Clark, who graduated in 1976,
was at Tuesday’s game. He remembers
a win over Admiral King in Fremont his
senior year that dropped the opposi-
tion into a tie with a third team for the
Greater Buckeye Conference crown.

He scored off� an off�ensive rebound
— his only shot of the game — at the
buzzer to beat Marion Harding his
sophomore year.

Mark Gedeon is one of Cahill’s as-
sistants. Gedeon was head coach from
1995 until Cahill took the helm three
years ago.

Ross advanced to regional in 1997
and averaged 16 wins, with four con-
ference championships over a stretch.
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Ross’ Ayden Carter delivers a pass. MATTHEW HORN/FREEMONT NEWS-MESSENGER

Emotional night as Little Giants
play fi�nal game in Purple Pit
Matthew Horn
Fremont News-Messenger
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Kent State sophomore Casey Santo-
ro told her coach this month she was
looking to fi�nish a game against Clari-
on University with 10 assists.

Following a media timeout late in
the third quarter, Santoro was told she
needed three assists and two re-
bounds for double digits in three cate-
gories. She fi�nished with 16 points, 10
rebounds and 10 assists — the fi�rst tri-
ple-double in program history — in an
89-43 victory.

“I know there’s been a lot of great
players at Kent State,” she said. “To
realize and refl�ect on being the fi�rst is
neat. If it wasn’t for my teammates
knocking down shots, I wouldn’t have
had 10 assists. I couldn’t have done it
without them.”

Santoro started the game and
played 30 minutes. She canned four 3-
pointers.

“There were so many people from
Bellevue there,” she said. “My whole
family. The atmosphere was cool. I’ll
never forget it. Feeling the whole com-
munity still supporting you in college.
With my sister. It’s an awesome mem-
ory.”

She’s used to wearing the same jer-
sey as Cory Santoro, a freshman for
Clarion. Cory appreciated the oppor-
tunity to share a court with her sister
again, sinking one 3-pointer in the
matchup.

“We were teammates through high
school and going against each other at 
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Bellevue’s
Santoros share
court at next
level, with
diff�erent jerseys
Matthew Horn
Fremont News-Messenger
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Clarion’s Cory Santoro handles the
ball as Kent State’s Casey Santoro
defends. SUBMITTED
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Four of eight varsity roles for Fre-
mont Ross are fi�lled by sophomores and
one freshman.

That means they have the rest of this
season, plus another to play with junior
Janiah Holmes. Following a season with
18 wins, the entire group wants to take
advantage of the window.

It appears wide open. The Little Gi-
ants won eight of the fi�rst nine games.

Ross lost to Central Catholic in the fi�-
nal game at the Purple Pit. The Little Gi-
ants beat Toledo Whitmer and Findlay.

“It was very emotional,” Holmes said
of the circumstances. “We could have
done better that game. We didn’t attack
and our shooting was off�.”

Junior Janiah Holmes started from
the fi�rst game as a freshman last season.

“To win as many games as possible,”
she said. “Be a better all-around team
player and get as many wins as we can.”

Sophomore point guard Destiny Rob-
inson, and classmates Abby Cahill and
versatile Carma Johnson are also re-
turning starters. Hannah Sheidler, who
improved as a shooter, is a senior.

Robinson scored 20 points in a win 
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Sheidler shooting into expanded scoring role for Ross
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