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Browns pick Newsome II
confi�dent he’s best CB in class
SPORTS, 1B

QEAJAB-02057yVaccine milestone: Number of fully vaccinated
Americans tops 100 million on day Disneyland
reopens. 7A

Weather

High 67° ❚ Low 61°
Partly sunny. 
Forecast, 2A

This is the fi�rst year since 2019
birders are allowed on the Magee Marsh
boardwalk during peak migration sea-
son.

The weeklong Biggest Week in Amer-
ican Birding celebration typically draws
more than 90,000 visitors to Northwest
Ohio.

COVID-19 forced the cancellation of
the 2020 Biggest Week, with the pan-
demic and road fl�ooding closing access
to Magee Marsh during last year's peak
migration.

Meredith Gilbert, an Ohio Division of
Wildlife communications specialist,
said the boardwalk is accessible this
year by permit only, Friday-Monday for

CARROLL TOWNSHIP - As the clock
hit 8 a.m. Friday, a Division of Wildlife
staff�er walked up to a door to Magee
Marsh Wildlife Area's popular board-
walk area and unlocked it.

That's not usually how birding sea-
son kicks off� at Magee Marsh's board-
walk, where thousands of bird enthusi-
asts nationwide converge in Ottawa
County annually during peak migration.

It didn't matter to Rebecca Torisky.
She drove up from Marysville and

stood fi�rst in line Friday, eager to see the
warblers and other birds she missed last
year.

Torisky normally comes up to Magee
Marsh at least once a year and her trek is
a much shorter trip than those taken by
birds that migrate through the marsh.

‘It’s a miracle to see’

"These birds have traveled thou-
sands of miles to get here. It's a miracle
to see," Torisky said, after she displayed
her permit that is required this year to
access the boardwalk.

four weekends in May.
"Everything else in Magee is open.

We have some new trails that opened
this year for the spring migration sea-
son," Gilbert said.

Up to 200 people an hour are al-
lowed on the boardwalk during the
peak migration season.

Kelly Schott, an ODNR communica-
tions specialist, said in April the per-
mit requirement and limits on board-
walk visitors is a concession to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and an eff�ort to so-
cial distance people in what is
normally an extremely congested area.

This is Torisky's seventh year visit-
ing Magee Marsh. She tends to stay at
least two nights.

To not be able to visit the marsh's
boardwalk last year was sad, Torisky
acknowledged.

"I looked at it as what people had to
do to adjust to the pandemic and do
their part," she said.

A passion for 
the marsh's warblers

Part of what makes Magee Marsh's
boardwalk special to Torisky is its war-
blers.

They're usually hard to see, fl�ying
high and fast through the trees.

At the marsh during peak migra-
tion, Torisky said she and other birders
can at times take photos of warblers 

Magee Marsh opens for
birders during peak season

Visitors were allowed, with permits, to walk on Magee Marsh Wildlife Area's boardwalk Friday. Up to 200 people per hour
will be allowed on the boardwalk Friday through Monday until the end of May for peak bird migration season. PHOTOS BY
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Bird area open four
weekends, but trails
accessible anytime

See BIRDERS, Page 5A
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Magee Marsh Wildlife Area's
boardwalk bird trail opened its doors
at 8 a.m. Friday with limited access for
birders. The boardwalk had been
closed to visitors in 2020 during the
traditional peak migratory bird season
in April and May.

It looked like Thomas Edison or Ben
Franklin was experimenting to deter-
mine if swimming could generate pow-
er.

Fremont Ross senior Rachel
Haitonic did the front crawl in a small
above-ground infl�atable pool, while
tethered around her waist to a tree in
her back yard by a bungee chord. Like a
human hands of a clock, she had
enough room to move freely, but not
much more on either end.

This was her personal tank for more
than one hour a day into winter
months, when even in today’s age Hai-
tonic had no heating options. She got a
wet suit, a necessity in Ohio in Sep-
tember and October.

Leaves falling into pool

“I had special gloves and little foot
thingies,” she said. “It was cold, but I’d
be out there to swim. There were
leaves falling down into the pool.”

She’d invented a futuristic swim
treadmill because the coronavirus
pandemic eliminated the Rec Center
and the school’s pool as training desti-
nations. She wanted to stay in shape 

Ross’
Haitonic
swims
through
diabetes
Athlete invents futuristic
swimming ‘treadmill’
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Ross' Rachel Haitonic swims tethered
to a tree in her back yard. SUBMITTED

See HAITONIC, Page 4A

FREMONT - ProMedica's Memorial
Hospital is once again among the top
hospitals in the country for patient
safety.

Memorial Hospital scored an "A"
based on 27 performance measures
from the Center for Medicaid and
Medicare Services in a new study. The
survey, whose submission date was

fi�led in September 2020, included
more than 2,700 hospitals nationwide,
giving out letter grades from "A" to "F."

Memorial Hospital was one 35 Ohio
hospitals out of 115 to receive the "A"
designation. Safety grades are as-
signed to hospitals twice per year

The surveys, formerly known as
Hospital Safety Scores, have become a
gold standard for measuring a hospi-
tal's ability to keep patients safe from
preventable harm and medical errors.

“It’s been a diffi�cult year to be in

health care, but at ProMedica Memori-
al Hospital, one thing that has never
wavered is our dedication to safety,”
said Deana Sievert, president of Pro-
Medica Memorial Hospital in a state-
ment. “With yet another 'A' safety
grade from the Leapfrog Group, mem-
bers of the community can be reas-
sured that Memorial Hospital consis-
tently exceeds safety practices and
procedures.”

Other local scores from the study in-
clude The Bellevue Hospital and Fire-

lands Regional Medical Center in San-
dusky, which both scored a "C."

Leah Binder, Leapfrog Group CEO,
said an "A" safety grade is an "elite"
designation that the community
should be "proud" of, saying the CO-
VID-19 pandemic made it more diffi�cult
for hospitals and forced a more "laser
focus" approach on patient safety.
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