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HIGH SCHOOL

Bloom-Carroll loses 2-1, 10-inning
heartbreaker in state championship game

Published 7:01 p.m. ET June 13, 2021 Updated 7:56 a.m. ET June 14, 2021

AKRON – As Sunday’s Division II state title game wore on between Bloom-Carroll and Akron
Hoban, it became evident that it was going to take something strange to happen, a bad hop
here or there, for either team to win it.

That’s exactly what happened in the Bulldogs’ heartbreaking, 2-1, 10-inning state
championship loss at Canal Park in downtown Akron.

The Bulldogs (28-6) scratched out a run in the sixth inning to tie the score at 1-1 and
eventually forcing extra innings. In the 10th inning, the Knights (24-9) were able to break
through on a couple of bad bounces.

Hoban’s Matt Terzola worked his way on by drawing a walk to start the 10th innocently
enough, then advanced to third on two wild pitches and scored what turned out to be the
winning run on a sacrifice fly from Mike Ciavolella. The Bulldogs went down in order in the
bottom of the 10th.

“When we look back on it 72 hours from now, it’s going to feel a lot better than it does right
now,” Bloom-Carrol coach Jason Vest said. “The first thing we talk to the kids every year, is
baseball is a lot like life, it takes a lot of weird hops, bad things happen, and we took a weird
hop on a passed ball today.

“Our kids will bounce back from this, and I think a week from now, they will look back and
realize what a great season we had. We had chances to win it, but some days you get the
bounces and some days you don’t. We did not today.”

Bloom-Carroll senior pitcher Joshua Moore gave everything he had for the Bulldogs. He
pitched eight strong innings, giving up only three hits, one run, struck out five and didn’t
walk a batter. He threw 101 pitches.
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“My plan was to just throw strikes and be as competitive as possible,” Moore said. “I wanted
to give everything I had. This was my last game as a senior with these guys and I just wanted
to make sure I left everything on the field.”

He certainly did that.

“Josh was lights out,” Vest said. “He only threw three curveballs for strikes all day. Man, he
battled, just absolutely battled. What a performance by him.”

Moore had to be on top of his game because Hoban pitcher Noah LaFine, a Vanderbilt
commit, was just as dominating. He went five innings, giving up five hits and just one run
before giving way to Dillon Walsh, who pitched the last four innings to pick up the win.

Nick Feasel pitched the final two innings for the Bulldogs and took the loss. 

Hoban took a 1-0 lead in the fourth inning when the first batter was hit by a pitch, followed
by a bunt single and then a batter reached base on a catcher’s interference call, which loaded
the bases with no outs. The next batter hit a sacrifice fly. However, Moore was able to recover
and got out of the inning without giving up another run.

Bloom-Carroll had opportunities to score early but could not capitalize as they left runners in
scoring position in the third, fourth, fifth and sixth innings, including runners at third in the
second and third innings.

“We pitched it really well and played great defense, and I thought we played decent,
offensively, but we just didn’t get the hit at the right time,” Vest said. “When we didn’t swing
it well in big situations, we started to press, and we didn’t execute as well as we usually do.”

Bloom-Carroll was finally able to get on the board in the sixth inning when sophomore Ayden
Anderson led off the inning with a double down the left field line. Nick Feasel followed with a
walk. A wild pitch moved the runners up, and another wild pitch allowed Anderson to
scamper home to tie the score.

With Feasel standing at third with one out, the Bulldogs were unable to get him home. A pop
out and a line-out to second base by KJ Benedict ended the inning.

Even though the loss stings, it was still a terrific season for the Bulldogs, who will return the
bulk of their starting lineup next season.

“This feeling stinks but I couldn’t be prouder of this group of guys we have, and I’m ready to
come next year and finish the job,” Bloom-Carroll junior shortstop CJ Carmichael said.
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“Baseball is a crazy game and how it works. One day, things can go all your way, and the next
day, it’s just the opposite where things don’t go your way. It’s unfortunate how it ended.

“We had a great season and to lose like this, it stinks, but with the year we had, it was such a
great year and something to be proud of.”
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