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HIGH SCHOOL

Lancaster pulls out heart-stopping 2-1,
11-inning win for third straight district
title
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GROVE CITY – Every pitch, every at bat, every play mattered, and the tension was
undeniable.

Lancaster and Grove City battled and battled with each team making play after play and pitch
after pitch when they had to, and boy did they have to. With the score tied 1-1 at the end of
the seventh inning of Thursday’s Division I district championship game, any miscue or
hiccup could prove costly.

The Greyhounds had the bases loaded in the ninth and 10th innings and didn’t score.
Lancaster sophomore pitcher Isaac Cooperrider did what he had to do, and his defense was
stellar behind him as he worked out of those jams as Grove City was knocking on the door,
but just couldn’t push through.

The Golden Gales were finally able to break through in the 11th inning as Riley Poston led off
the inning with a triple over the centerfielder’s head. After Ajay Locke - who delivered a
sacrifice fly in the sixth inning to give the Gales a 1-0 lead – was hit by a pitch, Keegan
Montgomery came off the bench and laid down a perfect safety squeeze to score Poston.

Cooperrider took care of the rest. He walked the first batter in the bottom of the 11th inning
but was then able to get a grounder that shortstop Tony Falvo fielded, stepped on second for
one, and then threw to a stretched-out first baseman Keaton Jacobs, to complete the double
play.

Cooperrider then coaxed another groundout to second baseman Kyle Garber and the
celebration was on for the visiting Golden Gales, who pulled out a heart-stopping 2-1 victory
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over the Greyhounds in front of a huge crowd. It was Lancaster third consecutive district
championship.

The Gales (25-5) advance to the Sweet 16 and will face New Albany in a regional semifinal at
2 p.m.  Thursday at Dublin Coffman High School.

Not bad for a team that began the season with no varsity experience, none, yet, here they are.
How have they done it?

“It starts up top with coach (Corey) Conn,” Poston said. “He preaches about being great
teammates and keeping positive attitudes, and honestly, if you really want to look at it, I
think it’s our culture that won this game. We all play with passion, we play with love for each
other, and I think passion and our culture ultimately won that game for us.”

The word culture is used a lot these days, but Conn said it’s all about actions, which is what
creates a great culture.

“Culture has become a buzzword, and everybody wants to use it, but your culture is your
actions,” Conn said. “You can talk about this and you can talk about that, but it’s the actions
that come through. These guys’ actions and what they did today, that’s our culture. There was
no panic, they kept their composure and kept fighting for each other.

“We had multiple guys come off the bench and there was no pouting. It was teammates
pulling for the next guy up and wanting him to get the job done. When you have everybody
expecting to do a job, no matter what their role is, that’s culture. It’s not necessarily
something we talk about, it’s something that we do and it’s our actions.”

The actions came in the form of every player stepping up making plays, whether it be the
three outfielders – Poston, Trevor Roby or Noah Blecha – tracking down balls, or the infield
consisting of Mason Henson, Falvo, Garber and Jacobs making every play when the ball was
hit to them. Locke was outstanding behind the plate, keeping the ball in front of him when
the bases were loaded to make sure a run didn’t sneak across.

What more can you say about Lancaster’s two pitchers? Dom Bornino started and pitched
into the seventh inning. He gave up a first-inning single and didn’t allow another hit until the
seventh.

“We knew we were going to get the best from Dom,” Conn said. “He is one of our biggest
competitors and in this situation, that’s exactly who you want on the mound.”

Bornino said he was amped and ready to go.
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“We were two-time defending district champs and we knew what we had do,” Bornino said.
“I had complete faith and trust in my teammates behind me. I just tried to keep the ball low
and force groundballs and let my defense make plays. We trust each other so much and here
we are.”

The job Cooperrider did was impressive, to say the least. When he entered the game in the
seventh inning, the Greyhounds had runners at second and third and he was able to quickly
get out of the jam with a strikeout to end the threat.

In the ninth inning and 10th innings when the bases were loaded, he made the pitches he had
to make, even though those had to be anxious moments for him.

“I wanted to come in and just throw strikes, but that was scary,” Cooperrider said. “I am
usually not very nervous when I’m pitching, but I was definitely feeling it. I’m just happy it
turned out alright. We had talked all week about how we started working out together all the
way back in October and we have come too far to let it go like that.

“Just knowing I had my teammates behind me, made things a little easier. Just look how
happy they all are. Getting the job done for them is what makes me happy. It’s special, and
I’m honored to be pitching for this team.”
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