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HIGH SCHOOL

Sisterly Love: Bella and Sophia Kline
forge a bond on the court that will last
forever

Published 4:02 a.m. ET Feb. 20, 2021

SUGAR GROVE – When it comes to sisters, Bella and Sophia Kline, couldn’t be more
opposite.

They fight and argue like sisters will do, but when it comes to basketball, they both have one
common goal and that is to take the Berne Union girls’ program to another level and
hopefully a berth in the state final four next month.

“It’s a lot of fun to coach both of them because they are so different,” Berne Union coach Matt
Little said. “They are sisters and they will fight to the death for each other, but they will also
fight with each other. It is a lot of fun as a coach to get into those personalities. Both of are
such good basketball players on top of it, so it’s fun for me.”

Bella, a senior, has been a standout since her seventh-grade year, while Sophia, like a lot of
sisters not wanting to follow in their big sisters’ footsteps, wanted to focus more on volleyball
than basketball so she could carve out her own niche. She didn’t want to be known only as
Bella’s younger sister.

It’s funny how things can change, and they certainly did for Sophia, a sophomore, who once
she got the chance to play on the same team as her big sister, quickly realized what a great
leader and teammate she was. She not only embraced playing with Bella, but she can’t
imagine not playing with her now.

Carving out success together

Tom Wilson
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The Lady Rockets finished the regular season with a 21-1 overall record, a 12-0 mark in the
Mid-State League-Cardinal Division, marking the second consecutive year they have went
undefeated in the league. A year ago, they won the school’s first-ever league title in girls’
basketball.

Berne Union, which also won its first-ever district championship last year, finished this
season ranked No. 2 in the state in the Division IV Associated Press poll.

Bella burst onto the scene her freshman year and made an immediate impact on the Lady
Rockets’ program, along with fellow senior teammate Emily Blevins. Bella led Berne Union in
scoring and rebounding and earned All-Ohio honors as a freshman, a feat she has repeated
the last three years. Earlier this season, she broke the school’s all-time career scoring record
for boys and girls with 1,485 points. She has currently scored 1,601 career points.

Her competitive nature is evident every time she steps on the court, and while she was having
a ton of individual success, there was something missing. The Rockets could not get over the
hump of winning a big game or a league title, let alone win a district championship.

“I hate to lose, and I am overly competitive. I’ve hated to lose ever since I was little,” Bella
said. “I just wanted to bring a different mentality to the team. I have a passion for the game,
and I wanted our team to play with a high level of intensity and be passionate when we are on
the court.”

Getting over the hump was about to change thanks to the arrival of a talented freshman class
a year ago, spearheaded by Sophia, as well as fellow freshman Abbi Evans and Baylee
Mirgon.

While Bella was an established super star, Sophia quietly had an outstanding freshman
season and played a huge part in the Rockets’ success a year ago. This year, her confidence
level has risen to new heights, and together, the sisters are forging a bond and memories that
will last a lifetime.

“It has been awesome, just to have a sister on the team just to push each other super hard in
practice because we are not easy on each other,” Bella said. “There are some drills where we
are not allowed to be partners because we will get in fights, but that’s how you make each
other better. We can criticize each other without being too mean. It’s nice to have someone
that close you on the team.

“She had a solid freshman year, but having a year of experience under her belt, this year she
is a completely different player. Sophia had no confidence last year, but she is a completely
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different player because of her confidence level has gone way up. She is a great player, and
while I’m this is our last year together, I can’t wait to what she does the next two years.”

As for Sophia, the fact she had to find her way and carve out her own path, it was made easier
having Bella to help guide her along the way.

“I wanted to be good at my own thing and have that kind of separate person thing, but Bella
has made the game different for me,” Sophia said. “It was tough trying to live up to her
expectations, but she is a great teammate because she is all about the team’s success and
doesn’t put her individual goals first.

“She has made me a better player and my mental toughness has gotten better because of her.
She is always lifting me up, and it’s just nice having her by my side. She has helped me be a
better teammate and just an overall better person on and off the basketball court. More than
anything, Bella is very giving of her time and unselfish.”

One goal in mind

As the sisters gear up for tournament play and wind down their time of playing together,
their only focus is on reaching the state tournament. With all five starters returning from last
year’s record-setting season, they feel like they have the talent to reach that goal.

It’s something Bella has been dreaming about since she was in the seventh grade.

“My dad was my coach from kindergarten to sixth grade, and he has always pushed me to be
a better player,” Bella said. “I would go to the state tournament every year with my dad and
he told me every year that I could make it (to the state tournament), that I could play on the
on the big stage. That’s been my dream since seventh grade and that’s what I want to
accomplish this year. We have the team to do it.”

What a storybook ending it would be for Bella, who has given so much to the program and
risen it to heights it has never seen before. All those trips to the final four with her dad,
sitting in the stands dreaming and hoping one day she just might get the chance to be play in
the state tournament.

The fact that she has a chance to do with her sister would be a dream come true.
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