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Medina’s Jajuan Jackson takes a shot in the 
district semifinals against Copley.

REGIONAL BOYS BASKETBALL: MEDINA VS. NORTH CANTON HOOVER

The Killer B’s

RON SCHWANE / GAZETTE

Brandon Geschke shoots over Green’s Quinn Simmer during the season opener.

Brandon Geschke  
following in footsteps 
of brothers Billy, Ben

Rick Noland
The Gazette

Bill is his dad, Billy and Ben are his older 
brothers, Baxter, Bentley and Buster are 
the family Poochons and Bailey is the 

Cavachon.
For as long as Medina senior guard Brandon 

(a.k.a. Brad) Geschke can remember, life has 
been all about the B’s.

And the Bees.
Thanks to Bill’s wife Laura, who became 

enamored with the letter “B” and whose 
email address once included “mythreebeez,” 
there has been a B. Geschke involved in the 

Medina boys basketball pro-
gram since 2009.

Billy, The Gazette’s MVP 
as a fearless, high-scoring 
senior in 2013, earned three 
letters and as a junior helped 
a Bees team that included 
Michigan State recruit Kenny 
Kaminski and future NFL 
tight end Mason Schreck 
reach the Division I regional 
finals. Medina’s seventh all-
time leading scorer with 1,061 
points, he went on to shine 
at D-II Goshen College and 
is now making a good living 
while putting his business 
degree to use in Elkhart, Ind., 
where his college alma mater 
is located.

Ben, who graduated from 
Medina in 2017 after earn-
ing four letters, was the 
consummate point guard 
who helped the Bees reach 
the regional semifinals as 

a sophomore while playing 
with 7-footer Jon Teske, 1,000-point scorer 
Luke Schaefer and 3-point shooter extraor-
dinaire Jackson Sartain, then duplicated the 
feat as a senior with the latter two players. 
He earned a scholarship to D-II Spring 
Arbor University (Michigan), wasn’t happy 
there, transferred to D-III Baldwin Wallace, 
twice tore the anterior cruciate ligament in 
his right knee, was forced to give up bas-
ketball and is slated to earn his business 
degree from BW in December.

See GESCHKE, B4

INDIANS

Apologies
accepted
Ramirez, Reyes
return to team

Tom Withers
The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Indians 
third baseman José Ramírez 
and slugger Franmil Reyes 
rejoined their teammates at 
training camp Tuesday after 
being banned for breaking 
COVID-19 protocols.

The players tested nega-
tive for the coronavirus and 
were back at the team’s facil-
ity in Goodyear, Ariz. They 
are scheduled to play today 
against the Los Angeles Angels.

Ramírez and Reyes had been 
isolated at their temporary 
spring training homes since 
Saturday after they went out to 
dinner indoors, a behavior that 
violated virus guidelines set last 
season by Major League Base-
ball and the players’ union.

Indians manager Terry Fran-
cona said Ramírez and Reyes 
addressed the team after 
returning and spoke “in a very 
thoughtful and sincere way.”

Francona said any team 
discipline against the players 
w o u l d  s t a y 
internal.

“The idea 
is never to 
e m b a r r a s s 
anybody, and I 
explained that 
to José and 
Franmil,” he 
said. “I’m really 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
where we are 
right now. And 
like anything 
that doesn’t go 
perfect, where 
you go from 
there is what’s 
really mean-
ingful. I think 
we’re gonna be OK.”

It’s the second time Reyes 
has broken the rules. Last year, 
he attended a July Fourth party 
without wearing a mask, a vio-
lation the team learned of from 
a social media post.

On Friday, Reyes went to 
get a haircut after the Indians 
played the Chicago Cubs in 
an exhibition game in Mesa, 
Ariz., and then he and Ramírez 
joined others for dinner.

Francona said some of the 
COVID-19 guidelines have 
been fluid this spring.

“We have tried to make 
sure we keep in the loop every 
morning,” he said. “Techni-
cally on March 1, the guys were 
going to be allowed to dine at 
restaurants and then the night 
before, we got a memo saying 
no, hold off on that.

“And then I think it was 
about three days later that they 
got outdoor dining — it’s kind 
of a moving target at times. So 
we’ve really tried to keep play-
ers in the loop.”

The Indians had a similar sit-
uation last season when right-
handers Zach Plesac and Mike 
Clevinger broke team rules by 
going to dinner when the team 
was in Chicago.

The team put both players 
on the restricted list and sent 
them to the Indians’ alternate 
training site. Clevinger was 
traded a few weeks later to San 
Diego.

Ramirez

Reyes

Who will set the tone?
Smart, disciplined Vikings provide a challenge

Albert Grindle
The Gazette

By Christmas, North Canton Hoover’s boys bas-
ketball team already was an afterthought in the 
tradition-rich Federal League. The Vikings were 
1-5, appeared to be in no man’s land along with 
Uniontown Lake, GlenOak and Massillon Perry and 
supposedly had no shot against 
contenders Canton McKinley and 
Massillon Jackson.

No one is ignoring Hoover now 
after the Vikings upset league 
champion McKinley twice in three 
weeks, giving them a 16-3 record 
since the awful start. The latest 
win was 64-53 in the Division I, 
Northeast 2 District champion-
ship, as Hoover expertly dissected everything the 
athletically superior Bulldogs threw its way.

Smart, tough, unselfish and disciplined, Hoover 
(17-8) will present a unique challenge for North-
east 4 District champion Medina (17-6) this eve-
ning in a 5:30 Twinsburg Regional semifinal. The 

winner will face Mentor (23-0) or Jackson (23-3) on 
Saturday afternoon. 

“It’s crazy,” Bees forward Bryce Beech said. “At 
the beginning of the year, we weren’t really playing 
how we wanted to. We worked together in practice 
and got more chemistry, and now we’re coming 
together and playing really well. Our defense is 
amazing, and our offense has always been going 
for us. Making it this far, we’re playing well through 
the tournament. It’s awesome.

“Hoover is very disciplined. They’re coached 
very well and they’re sticking to their game plan 
all the time. They don’t change up other things for 
different teams.” 

To say Hoover plays at a snail’s pace like Lake 
would be unfair, though the Vikings certainly will 
look to control tempo against a transition-heavy 
opponent like the Bees. Hoover always looks to 
attack off backdoor cuts or curls from the elbow — 
the two post players rarely position on the block 
— but also is disciplined enough to wait for some-
thing wide open to develop. 

Hassinger

Br. Geschke

Be. Geschke

Bi. Geschke

See BEES, B4
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A few days off are exactly what LeBron needs
Tim Reynolds

The Associated Press

The Los Angeles Lakers don’t resume 
their season until Friday, a day or two 
later than most clubs, and that was a 
very smart move by the NBA sched-
ule-makers.

For the Lakers, and for the NBA, these 
few days are critical.

This  is  LeB-
ron James’ time to 
recharge.

Since the NBA’s 
restart bubble that 
saved last season 
opened last July, no 
player has logged 
more minutes, scored 
more points, handed out more assists, 
made more shots, taken more shots 
or finished off more fast breaks than 
James.

He doesn’t mind the workload, even 
though he’s 36 and the fourth-oldest 
player to appear in a game so far this 
season behind only Miami’s Andre 

Iguodala, Portland’s Carmelo Anthony 
and New Orleans’ J.J. Redick. And he’s 
still elite, still an MVP candidate, still in 
the eyes of many the best player in the 
world. But even the best need rest, and 
that time is now.

“Is it enough time? I’ll take any time, 
obviously,” James said. “So, I’ll take full 
advantage of the time that we have. Is 
it enough time? No, it’s never enough 
time, but we’re not on the side of time. 
I’m not on the side of time. I’ll take full 
advantage of what I have and be OK 
with it.”

Milwaukee’s Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo is the two-time reigning MVP and 
now the reigning All-Star MVP, Wash-
ington’s Bradley Beal is leading the 
league in scoring, Stephen Curry and 
the Golden State Warriors are back in 
the playoff mix, the Utah Jazz have the 
league’s best record to this point and the 
Brooklyn Nets have added Blake Grif-
fin to their Big Three of Kevin Durant, 
James Harden and Kyrie Irving.

They’re all creating buzz. And so are 
others.

But James is still unquestionably the 
one who carries the biggest part of the 
NBA flag. His jersey remains the most 
popular in terms of sales, the Lakers 
lead the league with 17 national televi-
sion appearances to this point and they 
draw the best national ratings. People 
might watch because they love him. 
People might watch because they hate 
him. Either way, people watch.

Other players — even other elite 
players — do as well.

“It’s interesting to me how LeBron is 
still in one of the best shapes of his life 
and being the best player in the world 
and still be in Year 18,” Antetokounmpo 
said. “That’s really interesting. I want to 
know how.”

He’s not kidding. Antetokounmpo 
said at All-Star Sunday in Atlanta that 
he wants to pick James’ brain and learn 
whatever the four-time MVP is willing 
to share.

“He’s been consistent for 18 years,” 
Antetokounmpo said. “He’s always 
there. He’s always showing up. He’s 
unbelievable. He obviously gets credit 

but I think we’ve got to give him even 
more credit. Doing it for 18 years, guys, 
that’s hard.”

There were any number of players 
who weren’t thrilled with the notion 
that the NBA had an All-Star Game 
during a pandemic and during an 
already jam-packed season. But once 
again, it seemed all about James — as 
if he was the only one who voiced his 
displeasure.

NBA Commissioner Adam Silver 
didn’t mind. He was just thrilled James 
was part of All-Star events.

“It would be incredibly hypocritical 
of me to say to LeBron that you should 
speak out on issues that are important 
to you, but not ones when you’re critical 
of the league,” Silver said. “We’re all part 
of a community. I respect him and his 
point of view. Also, at the same time, I 
appreciate his professionalism. If you 
had a chance to see him, as captain and 
general manager of his team, proceed 
with the draft, he did it in good humor. 
He took it very seriously.”

James went to Atlanta, played 12 min-

utes, checked out in the middle of the 
second quarter, became a cheerleader 
for the rest of the night and improved to 
4-0 as a captain.

His All-Star break, such as it is, started 
there. He flew home to Los Angeles after 
the game, said he was looking forward 
to a couple days with his family, and 
preparing for what comes next.

“There’s no concern for me,” James 
said. “I just try to continue to put my 
body in the best condition, to be able to 
endure anything, shortened offseason, 
shortened regular season, shortened 
All-Star break. It’s all about my mind, 
personally. Keeping my mind men-
tally sharp, keeping my mind mentally 
fresh.”

When the season restarts, James will 
be there. There’s half a season left, then 
the playoffs and a title to defend.

These days will be his last time to 
really exhale for a while.

The Lakers need him at his best. The 
NBA would benefit from that as well.

James

The balance is impressive and led by 
6-foot-4 left-hander Tanner Ware (12.4 
points, 5.1 rebounds), a junior with a 
1980s-style game featuring drives from 
the elbows, good footwork, baby hooks 
and the occasional 3-pointer, and ath-
letic power forward Brock Henne (9.7, 
6.6), the lone senior who stands 6-5, 
200 pounds and has a football scholar-
ship to Ashland.

Wing Elijah Barker (6.8 ppg, 2.8 rpg) 
is a long, 6-4 slasher and perimeter 
defender, while guards Cade Henne 
(9.1, 3.5, 2.5 apg) and Wes Collins (4.8, 
2.8, 3.0) are of the same mold as former 
Bees guard Colin Szumski, who didn’t 
have a starring role but seemingly 
never made a glaring mistake.

Adding to the Vikings’ mystique as 
a Cinderella story, Barker and Col-
lins began the season as junior varsity 
swing players.

Hoover is not a big threat from 
3-point range — long-range specialist 
Zach Yun (35 3-pointers in 14 games) is 
out for the season with an injury — only 
goes six deep and has won nine straight 
by an average score of 53.6-44.9. While 
that may not sound overly impressive, 
the Vikings have shot .503 from the 
floor (164-for-326) and .736 from the 
line (117-for-159) in that stretch and 
have lost by double digits just once 
(66-50 to Jackson on Dec. 5) all season.

“What kills you is they’re smart,” 
Bees coach Chris Hassinger said. 
“People run all kinds of offenses, but 
they’re just smart in the way they do 
theirs. They run it with pace. It’s not 
stop in-between sets or actions. They 
run it continuously with pace, so that’s 
going to be difficult for us if we don’t 
communicate.

“We have to push the ball. We can 
not have (the game) in the 40s. I think 
they’re going to try to slow it down a lit-
tle bit and pass the ball, but we’ve got to 
get out and go. That’s one of our biggest 
strengths.”

While Medina certainly will look to 
score in transition, the Bees are 9-0 
when holding opponent to fewer than 
60 points and have won their last two 
games while scoring 42 and 54.

Seniors Corey Tripp (23.5 ppg), 
Christian Howard (11.9) and Brandon 
Geschke (8.1) are the leading scorers, 
but Medina has gotten key plays from 
Jajuan Jackson (6.7), Beech (5.0), Matt 
Spatny (4.0), Drew Hensley (3.8), Car-
ter Hipp (2.6) and Michael Rodak (1.6) 
during the postseason and will try to 
use that depth to its advantage.

There was no talk of a potential 
future rematch with Mentor at practice 
Tuesday. The Bees were dialed in, fully 
aware of the threat the Vikings pose.

“We’ve got to be smart with the ball,” 
Beech said. “I think that’s the big thing 
for slow games because each posses-
sion means so much more. If we just 
take care of the ball and get maybe 
some offensive rebounds that get us a 
few extra shots and keep them off the 
boards, I think we’ll be able to handle 
it.”  

Contact Albert Grindle at (330) 721-4043 
or agrindle@medina-gazette.com.
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Medina’s Bryce Beech grabs a loose ball from Euclid’s Michael Patterson.

BEES
From B1

Even 57-year-old Bill, an assistant 
coach with the Bees since 2015, aver-
aged about 16 points a game as a 
6-foot, 190-pound Nordonia senior in 
1981-82, which, he is quick to point 
out, was long before the 3-point line 
existed. He went on to play at D-III 
Bluffton University, where the current 
240-pounder claims he could throw 
down a 360-degree dunk, though he 
readily admits “no one” believes that 
now.

All this leads up to Brandon, an 
unassuming, unselfish, underrated 
6-1 guard and four-year letterwinner 
who will appear in his second straight 
regional semifinal at 5:30 this evening 
when the Bees (17-6) take on North 
Canton Hoover (17-8) at Twinsburg 
High.

“It’s a family thing,” Medina coach 
Chris Hassinger said. “All those kids 
know the game. It’s not a coinci-
dence, because they learned it from 
their dad. God, family and basketball 
are the three things in the Geschke 
household.”

Baby brother
When Billy was a 16-year-old varsity 

player, Ben was 12 and Brandon was 
8. The age differences didn’t prevent 
Laura Geschke’s “threebeez” from play-
ing some knock-down, drag-out games 
of “33,” “21” and good ol’ one-on-one.

“I lost every single game I played 
against them,” Brandon said. “I know I 
probably should have, but I wanted to 
beat them so badly.”

When the Geschke boys began play-
ing Medina Mavericks travel ball, Bill 
was often their coach. The same was 
true in AAU. Each boy was schooled 
in the fundamentals, from following 
through on jump shots to see-man-
ball principles on defense, but each 
also was unique.

Billy played by instinct, outworked 
others and never got tired. If you 
stopped him once, he’d come at you 
even harder the next time. Ben was 
more laid back, extremely intelligent 
on the court and always thought pass 
first. Brandon’s basketball IQ is as 
good or better than Ben’s, he excels 
on defense, loves the weight room 
and totally understands his role on a 
Medina team that features D-I college 
prospect Corey Tripp at point guard 
and Christian Howard at center.

With 11 letters and five regional 
appearances among them, the “three-
beez” definitely have been winners, 
but Bill, as a coach and parent, had to 
learn what buttons to push with each 
of his boys.

“Billy was so driven that I pushed 
him really hard,” he said. “I wasn’t 
coaching (at the high school) then, but 
I remember one time after a Brunswick 
game, we went nose to nose because 
I didn’t think he had played hard 
enough.

“For Benny, I don’t want to say he 
didn’t love the game, but basketball 
was a social thing. He loved the fel-
lowship of his teammates, but he was 
never going to be the guy who came 
in on his own and put up 1,000 shots. 
When it was taken away from him 
(because of the two ACL tears at BW), 
that’s when he realized how much he 
loved it.

“Brandon’s crazy about fitness and 
hitting the weights. I’ve never had to 
push him in that area, but ‘Hass’ was 
probably harder on him than any 
kid in the program. There were times 
when that was really tough for me. I 
was one of his coaches, but I also was 
his dad. Sometimes it was hard for me 
to separate that.”

Brandon had no problem with 
Hassinger’s admonishments. In fact, 
he welcomed them. Knowing he had 
two older brothers that had played at 
Medina and his dad was an assistant 
coach, the last thing he wanted was for 
any of his teammates to think he was 
getting preferential treatment.

“I wanted to prove I belonged,” he 
said. “I think I’ve accomplished that.”

Team player
Back when Ben was playing AAU 

ball, one of his teammates was Jimmy 
Daw, who earned 2016 Gazette MVP 
honors in football as a Medina senior 
running back and is now starring at 
linebacker at Ball State.

One day Daw randomly called Bran-
don “Wilbur.” Pretty soon, everyone 
was doing the same thing.

“It just kind of stuck,” Brandon said.
At Medina, Hassinger shortened 

Brandon to “Brad,” which is now the 
name used by all Bees players when 
referring to the youngest Geschke. 

“Now my mom and dad even call 
me that sometimes,” Brandon said.

Whether he’s been known as Wilbur, 
Brad or Brandon, the youngest of the 
“threebeez” has put in work for the 
Bees. The owner of a 3.8 grade-point 
average, 225-pound bench press and 
315-pound squat, Brandon lettered as 
a freshman, started as a sophomore 
and senior and was usually the first 
player off the bench as a junior, when 
Medina lost to Mentor in double over-
time in a regional semifinal game.

As a senior, Brandon is averaging 
8.1 points, 1.7 rebounds and 2.1 assists 
while shooting .411 from the field (60-
for-146), .427 on 3-pointers 
(41-for-96) and .784 at the line (29-for-
37). Those aren’t eye-popping statis-
tics, but anyone who closely follows 
Medina County basketball realizes 
those numbers would be roughly dou-
bled in a lot of other programs, where 
Brandon might average 13 shots a 
game instead of 6.3.

“He’s got to be one of the smartest 
kids ever to play at Medina,” Hassinger 
said. “Sometimes that works against 
him because he overthinks, but he tries 
to make the right play on every posses-
sion. He doesn’t have flashy stats and 
he’s not who you usually write about 
in the paper, but he’s part of the blood 
and guts of why we’re so good this 
year.”

Medina’s most valuable perimeter 
defender along with Jajuan Jackson, 
Brandon often matches up with the 
opposing team’s most athletic guard. 
When Jackson assumes that role, 
Brandon’s work in the weight room 
allows him to guard a much bigger 
post player, which greatly reduces the 
6-3 Tripp’s chances of getting in foul 
trouble.

“I learned a lot from Billy and 
Benny,” Brandon said while breaking 
into a smile, “but I’m the best defender 
in the family. Billy and Benny didn’t 
have any defense.

“It’s definitely crossed my mind, the 
different opportunities I might have 
had (at another school), but I’ve never 
been discouraged about it because we 
win. If it came down to scoring 18 and 
losing or scoring three and winning, 
I’m going to pick being on the winning 
team every time. This program is so 
much fun to be a part of.”

Brandon’s versatility, intelligence 
and team-first mentality make him an 
invaluable asset to a Medina team that 
asks him to do different things against 
different opponents. And that makes 
his dad proud.

“On his AAU team he scored at 
will, but he’s not dumb,” Bill said. “He 
knows what we need. He’s a system 
kid. He’ll figure out what we need from 
him every night. Sometimes we need 
12 points. Other times we just need 
him to move the ball and defend.”

As proud as he is of his sons as 
basketball players, Bill is even more 
pleased with how Billy, Ben and Bran-
don turned out as people. For that 
— and because Baxter, Bentley, Buster 
and Bailey don’t get out of line too 
often, either — he gives a lot of credit 
to wife Laura.

“You just want your kids to be 
well-adjusted, well-rounded and polite 
in public,” Bill said. “Sports are second-
ary. They all have faith. They all go to 
church. It’s nice to look back and say, 
‘Hey, maybe we did some things right 
as parents,’ because there’s no blue-
print for all this.”

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4046 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.
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MEDINA (17-6)
COLORS: Green and gold
CONFERENCE: Greater Cleveland 

(2nd place)
COACH: Chris Hassinger (7th season, 

113-65 record; 176-91 including 
Medina girls)

ROUND OF 16 
APPEARANCES: 2021, 
2020, 2017, 2015, 2012, 
2004, 2000, 1983, 1930

STARTING LINEUP: 
Jajuan Jackson (SF, 
5-10, jr., 6.7 ppg), 
Bryce Beech (PF, 6-3, 
jr., 5.0), Christian 
Howard (C, 6-4, 
sr., 11.9), Brandon 
Geschke (SG, 6-1, 
sr., 8.1).

BENCH: Carter 
Hipp (G, 5-10, 
so., 2.6), Matt 
Spatny (C, 6-4, 
jr., 4.0), Drew 
Hensley (G, 6-1, 
jr., 3.8), Michael 
Rodak (G, 5-11, 
jr., 1.6)

NOTEWORTHY: 
Hassinger has 
four district 
championships. The 
only other Medina County 
boys coaches with multiple 
titles all time are Brunswick’s 
Joe Mackey and the 
Bees’ Jody Peters 
with two apiece.
l Tripp remains 

10th in county 
history with 
1,272 points 
but needs a 
manageable 
18 to pass 
Cloverleaf’s Parker 
Hewit (2004-08) 
for ninth. Eighth-place 
Richard Jackson of Black 
River (1994-98) has 1,330.
l Tripp has 221 field 

goals this season, putting 
him seven behind Tony 
Stockman’s school record 
of 228 set over 24 
games in 1999-2000.
l Howard has shot 

at least 50 percent 
from the floor in 
every game 
this season. 
The senior is 
shooting .789 
(30-for-38) over 
the last five games.
l Medina is 10-0 when scoring 20 transition points, which are defined by any 

points within eight seconds of gaining possession.
l Spatny is averaging a solid 5.6 points in 10.0 minutes per games since 

returning from COVID-19 quarantine.

HOOVER (17-8)
COLORS: Black and orange
CONFERENCE: Federal League (4th place)
COACH: Michael Bluey (3rd season)
STATE APPEARANCES: 1985, 1949, 1948, 1939 (Class B champion), 1932
STARTING LINEUP: Elijah Barker (SF, 6-4, jr. 6.8 ppg), Brock Henne (PF, 6-5, sr., 

9.7), Tanner Ware (C, 6-4, jr., 12.4), Wes Collins (SG, 5-8, so., 4.8), Cade Henne 
(PG, 5-10, jr., 9.1).

BENCH: Lucas Tindel (F, 6-0, jr., 2.9). 
NOTEWORTHY: The Vikings are 6-2 in games decided by three points and 3-2 

in overtime, including a 73-71 upset of FL champion Canton McKinley on Feb. 12.
l Medina defeated Green 72-53 in its season opener. Hoover lost to the 

Bulldogs 53-44 six days later but rebounded for 46-44 (OT) and 45-42 victories, 
with the latter coming in the district semifinals.
l Barker has been a serious roll as of late with a team-leading 14.2 scoring average 

on a ridiculous .838 shooting (31-for-37) over the last six games. He was 7-for-7 in the 
district finals against McKinley, including a couple nice backdoor cuts for dunks.
l Bluey had four winning seasons at Tallmadge from 2013-18 before replacing former 

NFL quarterback Todd Blackledge at Hoover. Bluey previously was an assistant under 
Mike Fuline at Massillon Jackson and the University of Mount Union.
l The school was established in 1929 as North Canton High School and made 

its first four state tournament appearances under that name. In 1957, the district 
was renamed after William Henry Hoover, the founder of Hoover Company that to 
this day is famous for vacuum cleaners.

— Albert Grindle

Medina’s
Corey Tripp

AARON JOSEFCZYK / 
GAZETTE
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