
cyan B1 magenta B1 yellow B1 black B1

W W W . M E D I N A - G A Z E T T E . C O M

B
Thursday,

September 2,
2021

Section

 S p o r t s S p o r t sMLB
The Indians 
win in extra 
innings.
Page B2

Business
Page B5

In this section:

Classified
Page B6

FOOTBALL

AARON JOSEFCZYK / GAZETTE

Linebacker Cam Stout has starred for a Buckeye defense that has not allowed a touchdown.

Stout resolve
Buckeye linebacker all in after year off

Rick Noland
The Gazette

Cam Stout is a thinker. Some-
times, by his own admission, he 
thinks too much.

The good news is he thinks he now 
has that part of himself figured out.

A tenacious inside linebacker for 
the 2-0 Buckeye football team, whose 
defense has not allowed a point enter-
ing a non-league home game Friday 
against Copley (1-1), Stout did not 
take a straight road to the third game 
of his senior season.

Now 5-foot-10 and 187 pounds 
with a 315-pound bench press, 
475-pound squat and 515-pound 
deadlift, Stout earned a letter as a 
freshman and started for the Bucks 
as a sophomore, when he played 

well enough to earn second-team 
All-Great Lakes Conference honors.

When that 2019 season ended, 
however, he was upset he would no 

longer be able to share the field with 
seniors like Jacob Doerge, Armando 
Nigh and many others. The feeling 
really hit home as the final seconds 
ticked off the clock in Buckeye’s 
first-round Division III playoff loss 
to Sandusky.

“It’s hard to explain,” Stout said. “I 
was just upset emotionally.”

Stout soldiered on, but when 
COVID-19 hit hard in the spring of 
2020, Buckeye went to remote learn-
ing and he began to feel isolated.

“I started to have second 
thoughts about what I wanted to 
do going forward,” he said. “I was 
upset at times. I was thinking, 
‘What right now is going to make 
me the happiest? What will make 
me the most at peace?’”

See STOUT, B2

NICK CAMMETT / GAZETTE

Emerson Futchko has been a multi-year standout for Brunswick’s volleyball team.

VOLLEYBALL

Cool, calm
Futchko a steady presence

Brian Dulik 
The Gazette 

Emerson Futchko was 
thrown right into the fire 
as a freshman, claiming 

the libero job on the Bruns-
wick volleyball team. 

Even if she wanted to feel ner-
vous, there was no time to do so. 

The Blue Devils expect to 
contend for the Greater Cleve-
land Conference title every sea-
son, and a high level of play is 
demanded from that position. 

“It was a great experience 
having such a huge role at a 
young age,” the 5-foot-7 junior 
recalled. “I’ve always been the 
type to never let anything get 
to me, and it taught me to be 
mentally tougher and how to 
prepare for big games.” 

Futchko didn’t just fit into 
the spot, she flourished in 
it, becoming one of the top 
liberos and most effective 
servers in Northeast Ohio as a 
ninth-grader. 

She has since earned two 
All-GCC commendations 
and was voted onto the 2020 
Division I all-district second 
team by local coaches, who 
recognized her contributions 
in Brunswick’s league champi-
onship season. 

Futchko also is on her 
way to breaking the Medina 
County record for career digs. 
She currently has 840, putting 
the mark of 1,496 by Bruns-
wick’s Jordan Verbiak within 
reach next fall. 

See FUTCHKO, B2

BROWNS

Home 
sweet 
home
Wills comfortable 
playing left tackle

Scott Petrak
The Gazette

Jedrick Wills Jr.’s rookie sea-
son was certainly a success.

He made the switch to left tackle 
after a lifetime at right tackle with-
out an in-person offseason pro-
gram or a preseason. He started all 
but one game on arguably the NFL’s 
top offensive line and held his own 
as the Browns reached the playoffs 
for the first time in 18 years.

“I feel like everything that 
I was expecting to do, I lived 
up to. Now with having this 
opportunity, having it there at 
my hands, I expect to be a lot 

better,” Wills 
said recently.

The confi-
dence comes 
from comfort. 
Co m p l e t e l y 
re p r o g r a m -
ming the brain 
and muscles 
requires time 
on task.

W i l l s 
described the 
move as jarring.

“I think the 
best way to put 
it is you wake 
up one day 
and you’re just 
automatically 
left-handed 
and you’ve 
been right-
handed your 
whole life,” he 
said. “That was 
pretty much 
how I felt when 
I had to make 
that transition, 
just like wak-
ing up and it’s 
completely dif-
ferent footwork 
aspects, using 
my hands, even 

like as simple as a left tilt with my 
head.”

General manager Andrew 
Berry believed Wills could handle 
the switch and didn’t hesitate to 
draft him out of Alabama with the 
No. 10 pick in 2020. Berry trusted 
veteran line coach Bill Callahan 
to facilitate the transition, but the 
pandemic kept Wills from work-
ing in person with Callahan until 
last August.

“He didn’t benefit from any 
type of offseason on the field,” 
Callahan said.

A year later, he sees improve-
ment in Wills’ footwork, tech-
nique and hand usage and 
placement.

“I don’t think it’s close rel-
ative to where he was a year 
ago,” Callahan said. “He’s taken 
advantage of the learning pro-
cesses that he went through 
a year ago. And he’s trying to 
accelerate his growth in a lot of 
different areas.”

See BROWNS, B3

NEXT UP
WHO: 
Cleveland 
at Kansas 
City
TIME: 
Sept. 12, 
4:25 p.m.
WHERE: 
Arrowhead 
Stadium
TV/RADIO: 
WOIO TV-19; 
WKRK 
92.3-FM; 
WKNR 
850-AM; 
WNCX 
98.5-FM

Wills

COMMENTARY: 
OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

Don’t 
worry 
about 
Stroud
If history is any indicator, 

Ohio State fans should 
not worry too much 

about quarterback C.J. 
Stroud making his first col-
lege start tonight at 
Minnesota.

Since 1993, nine other Ohio 
State quarterbacks have gotten 
their first start in an opener. 
Eight led OSU to a win.

Here are the results:
l 2019. Justin Fields passed 

for four touchdowns and ran 
for another in a 45-21 win over 
Florida 
Atlantic.
l 2018. 

Dwayne 
Haskins 
threw for 313 
yards and five 
touchdowns 
in a 77-31 
win over Ore-
gon State.
l 2014. 

J.T. Barrett, 
who became 
the starter 
in August 
when Braxton 
Miller suf-
fered a sea-
son-ending 
injury, passed 
for 226 yards 
and two 
touchdowns 
when OSU 
beat Navy 
34-17.
l 2011. Joe 

Bauserman 
didn’t keep 
the starting 
job for long 
before Miller 
took over but 
passed for 163 yards and three 
touchdowns in a 42-0 win over 
Akron.
l 2007. Todd Boeckman’s 

debut as a starter came in a 
38-6 win over Youngstown 
State when he threw for 225 
yards and two touchdowns.
l 2004. Justin Zwick, who 

had arrived with much hoopla 
a year earlier, had 213 yards 
passing and one touchdown 
pass when OSU beat Cincin-
nati 27-6.
l 1999. Austin Moherman, 

who would be replaced as the 
starter by Steve Bellisari after 
two games, was 10-for-22 for 
107 yards and a touchdown in 
a 23-12 loss to Miami.

TONIGHT
WHO: 
Ohio State 
at Minnesota 
TIME: 8 
WHERE: 
Huntington 
Bank 
Stadium
TV/RADIO: 
WJW TV-8; 
WKNR 
850-AM; 
WEOL 930-
AM; WQKT 
104.5-FM

Stroud

“What I really did learn 
is the family I have here 
(on the football team) 
is as important to me 
as anything else in the 
world. My dad likes to 
say to me, ‘Cam, you only 
get so much time in life 
to be a hero. Why not go 
cherish that?’”

Buckeye linebacker Cam Stout

See NAVEAU, B3

Jim Naveau
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INDIANS 5, ROYALS 3 (11 INN.)

AP

Logan Allen delivered a quality start for the Indians.

Better lucky than good
Hedges’ blooper puts Cleveland ahead in extras

David Smale
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Aus-
tin Hedges popped an RBI 
single just out of reach of 
first baseman Carlos Santana 
for the tiebreaking run in the 
11th inning Wednesday night 
as the Indians beat the Kansas 
City Royals 5-3.

Hedges’ bloop off Ervin San-
tana (1-2) fell in shallow right 
field, allowing pinch-runner 
Daniel Johnson to score from 
second. Yu Chang followed 
with a run-scoring double.

Taylor Stephen pitched a 
perfect bottom of the 11th 
for his first save. Blake Parker 
(2-0) got the win.

Both teams had scoring 
opportunities in the 10th. The 
Indians had the bases loaded 
with two outs in the top of 
the inning, but Franmil Reyes 
flew out. The Royals had the 
bases loaded with no outs in 
the 10th and couldn’t score.

Kansas City’s Jackson 
Kowar allowed two unearned 
runs on five hits in six innings, 
lowering his ERA from 18.00 
to 8.18. Cleveland’s Logan 

Allen retired his final 10 bat-
ters, allowing three runs (two 
earned) in 62/        3 innings.

The Royals got a run in 
the first on Michael A. Tay-
lor’s sacrifice fly. Kansas City 
had the bases loaded with 
one out, but that’s all it could 
muster off Allen.

Adalberto Mondesi, mak-
ing his first appearance 
since going on the injured 
list in mid-June, scored an 
unearned run in the sec-
ond. He led a double steal 
with Hanser Alberto, then 
scored on a throwing error on 
catcher Hedges.

Mondesi unloaded a 422-
foot home run in the fourth 
to give the Royals a 3-0 lead.

The Indians cut the deficit 
to 3-2 in the fifth on a two-
base error by Taylor in cen-
ter. Bradley Zimmer (walk) 
and Harold Ramirez (single) 
were on second and third 
with nobody out, and they 
scored when Gimenez’s drive 
deflected off the tip of Taylor’s 
glove in left-center.

Chang clubbed his first 
career pinch-hit home run in 
the seventh inning off reliever 
Jake Brentz to tie it at 3.

Indians catcher Roberto 
Perez had his first start in a 
rehab assignment in Double-A 
Akron on Tuesday. He has been 
on the injured list since Aug. 4 
with right shoulder inflamma-
tion. He played five innings 
and went 3-for-4 with a double, 
two RBIs and a run scored.

The Indians activated RHP 
Triston McKenzie and OF 
Ramirez from the 10-day injured 
list. With the Sept. 1 roster 
expansion, there were no cor-
responding moves. McKenzie 
went on the IL on Aug. 22 with 
right shoulder fatigue.

TONIGHT
WHO: Cleveland 
at Kansas City
TIME: 8:10
WHERE: 
Kauffman Stadium
PITCHERS: 
Triston McKenzie 
(RHP, 3-5, 4.83 
ERA) vs. TBA
TV/RADIO: Bally Sports 
Great Lakes; WTAM 1100-
AM; WQKT 104.5-FM; 
WMMS 100.7-FM; WEOL 
 930-AM

GOLF

Berg, Leffel lift Brunswick

Already knowing he wanted to one day become 
a police officer, Stout figured he had time to sort 
out everything else, so when the Buckeye football 
team gathered to begin summer workouts — with 
plenty of social distancing and lots of meetings in 
small groups — he was on hand.

He showed up every day until the day before 
official two-a-day practices were to begin. That’s 
when, with the future of the 2020 season still 
uncertain at best, he told his teammates and 
coaches he was going to skip his junior year of 
football.

“I don’t know if it was the COVID situation or 
something else, but it just didn’t feel right,” Stout 
said. “That took away the joy. They separated us 
because of how crazy things were. It was a rough 
time everywhere. Everyone was baffled.”

Initially, the decision didn’t go over too well with 
Stout’s parents, Teddy and Heather, or his team-
mates and coaches.

“Like every parent would, they loved seeing me 
be part of the team,” Stout said. “They were baf-
fled. I tried to explain that it was more than me on 
the field. I wanted to take time to do things off the 
field that I really wanted to do.”

Those things included making some money — 
Stout has worked as a bricklayer, in a pizza shop 
and is currently employed at a GNC store — and 
working out, but those explanations didn’t make 
sense to a number of teammates.

Sometimes they didn’t even make complete 
sense to Stout, but he stood by his decision.

“To put it nicely, they were severely upset with 
my decision,” he said of his teammates. “I had a 
couple of guys come to my house and try to drag 
me to practice. They were on me all year.”

When the Bucks finally opened the 2020 season 
Sept. 11 against Lakewood — many schools were 
playing their third game that evening — Stout 
was not at Edwin M. Steingass Field. Neither were 
many others due to the coronavirus pandemic.

“It was almost surreal that I wasn’t out there,” 
Stout said. “At the same time, no one got to go. 
Players got four tickets, I think. Unless you were 
on the team, you were missing it.”

Stout was missing it, but then again he wasn’t. 
He missed the game and he certainly missed his 
teammates and coaches, but he was determined 
to use his time away to improve his mental health 
and increase his physical strength.

That’s why Stout became a workout warrior, 
going so far as to help a friend install a home gym 
so they could lift weights any time they felt like 
it. Working and making some cash also was nice, 
as was not having the pressure — especially the 
internal kind prevalent among perfectionists — to 
produce on Friday nights.

Looking back on it all now, Stout thinks he 
made the right decision, but he’s not positive. 
More importantly, he’s not wasting a lot of time 
thinking about it. Or at least he’s not wasting time 
overthinking it. It’s over and done with.

“I’m upset I wasn’t part of that team, but I really 
think I bettered myself physically and mentally 

in that time away,” he said. “I’d always been a 
perfectionist. I was always my own worst critic, 
always harder on myself than anybody else. I got 
a chance to do what I wanted to do and find out 
what made me happy. I don’t take everything so 
to heart anymore. Before, I was overly critical of 
myself, but the one thing I learned is to not always 
bring myself down.”

That established, Stout approached Buckeye 
football coach Greg Dennison in December and 
told him he thought he wanted to play again as a 
senior. Actually, he didn’t think he wanted to play. 
He knew.

“Everyone wanted me to be truthful,” Stout 
said. “If I’m not all the way in, don’t pretend I am. I 
knew in my heart I was in it.”

After meeting with Stout, Dennison knew as 
well.

“Sometimes those things happen with high 
school kids, whether they’re athletes or non-ath-
letes,” Dennison said. “We were glad we were 
able to get him back this year. I had a good talk 
with him. I could tell he was sincere and all in. 
Sometimes you don’t realize how much you like 
something until it’s not there. He’s come back with 
a purpose.” 

Initially, some of Stout’s teammates feared he 
might change his mind again. In their eyes, there 
was no guarantee he wouldn’t go to workouts 
all offseason, then skip out right before practice 
started. Even if he went to every practice, what 
if he decided right before the first game that he 
didn’t want to play?

“There were worries,” running back/linebacker 
and team captain Ben Barnes said, “but once we 
got into the season, I saw he was committed. I 
gave him a big hug. I was so excited for our team.” 

In Buckeye’s first game this season, a 10-0 win 
over Cloverleaf, Stout was everywhere. He finished 
with eight tackles, including four behind the line 
of scrimmage. In a game that didn’t have a lot of 
offensive highlights, Stout provided plenty of fire-
works from his inside linebacker position.

“Man, he brings energy,” Barnes said. “He 
makes plays you can hear from the stands. I had 
people tell me after the Cloverleaf game that Cam 
kept it exciting, that he hit some kids hard and 
kept the game interesting.”

Stout loved every minute of it and vows to con-
tinue to enjoy each and every play. He has eight 
regular-season games left, plus probably at least 
one playoff contest, and then, just like that, it will 
be over.

“What I really did learn is the family I have here 
(on the football team) is as important to me as 
anything else in the world,” Stout said. “My dad 
likes to say to me, ‘Cam, you only get so much 
time in life to be a hero. Why not go cherish that?’

“It’s unreal. It’s unexplainable,” he said of being 
in his senior season. “A lot of the guys on this team 
have been together since kindergarten. In such 
a short period of time, we’re all going to move 
on in one way or another. Then all we can do is 
reminisce. It’s an unreal feeling. All I can do now is 
make every moment count.”

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4046 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.

STOUT
From B1

GIRLS TENNIS
Grizzlies get first SL National win

MACEDONIA — The Wad-
sworth girls tennis team 
defeated Nordonia 4-1 
W e d n e s -
day for its 
first Subur-
ban League 
N a t i o n a l 
C o n f e r e n c e 
victory of the 
season.

The Griz-
zlies (4-5, 1-2) 
got singles wins from No. 2 
player Allie McCall and No. 
3 Lizzy Edwards, as well as 
the first doubles pairing of 
Chloe Porter and Hayden 
Hassinger and the No. 2 tan-
dem of Sophia Fry and Lau-
ren Ball.

In other matches:

Highland 5, Roosevelt 0
KENT — Singles players Jo 

Oberhaus, Ally Haynes and Wren 
Marquis, along with the first 
doubles team of sisters Maddie 
and Mackenzie Pawlak, posted 

double bagels for the Hornets 
(11-0, 3-0) in this SL American 
match. The second doubles team 
of Evy Boucher and Ella Gillin 
dropped just one game.

Brunswick 3, Strongsville 2
BRUNSWICK — Top singles 

player Calista Bobula, No. 3 
Mackenzie Daugherty and the 
second doubles team of Sydney 
Estok and Emma Weinz notched 
victories as the Blue Devils (2-6, 
1-1) edged the Mustangs in 
Greater Cleveland Conference 
play. 

Mentor 3, Medina 2
MENTOR — The Bees got 

victories from third singles player 
Megan Nuske and the first 
doubles team of Hailey Kindall 
and Emersen Willis in this narrow 
GCC loss to the Cardinals.

Ravenna 3, Cloverleaf 2
WESTFIELD TWP. — First 

singles player Ava Baldwin 
continued her solid play for the 
Colts (2-4, 2-2), who also got a 
Metro Athletic Conference victory 
from the second doubles team 
of Vanessa Sweitzer and Anjali 
Sivapatham.

Results
Suburban League

Wadsworth 4, Nordonia 1
Singles: Schuster (N) def. Emily Guenther, 6-2, 

6-4; Allie McCall (W) def. Leepart, 6-0, 6-3; Lizzy 
Edwards (W) def. Zuschin, 6-1, 6-4. Doubles: 
Chloe Porter/Hayden Hassinger (W) def. Cundra/
Hinterlang, 6-1, 7-5; Sophia Fry/Lauren Ball (W) 
def. McMichael/Adams, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. Record: 
Wadsworth (4-5, 1-2).

Highland 5, Kent Roosevelt 0
Singles: Jo Oberhaus (H) def. Yulan Wang, 6-0, 

6-0; Ally Haynes (H) def. Clara MacPherson, 6-0, 
6-0; Wren Marquis (H) def. Amina M’Baye, 6-0, 
6-0. Doubles: Maddie Pawlak/Mackenzie Pawlak 
(H) def. Abbey Jones/Payton Courtney, 6-0, 6-0; 
Evy Boucher/Ella Gillin (H) def. Delany Lintz/Fatoe 
M’Baye, 6-0, 6-1. Record: Highland (11-0, 3-0).

Greater Cleveland Conference
Mentor 3, Medina 2

Singles: Gia Paglio (Men) def. Eve Chester, 6-3, 
6-4; Anna Paglio (Men) def. Makayla Muchowski, 
6-0, 6-2; Megan Nuske (Med) def. Abbi Menough, 
6-2, 6-0. Doubles: Hailey Kindall/Emersen Willis 
(Med) def. Jenna Davis/Abby Ross, 6-2, 6-3; 
Claire English/Curson Eraser (Men) def. Sophia 
Kichurchak/Malea Easton, 6-0, 6-4.

Brunswick 3, Strongsville 2
Singles: Calista Bobula (B) def. Mabarek, 

6-1, 6-2; Richards (S) def. Julia Hilke, 6-1, 6-0; 
Mackenzie Daugherty (B) def. Gerber, 6-4, 6-4. 
Doubles: Avery/Rodriguez (S) def. Jessica 
Bisesar/Gillian Brown, 6-4, 6-7, 6-4; Sydney 
Estok/Emma Weinz (B) def. Gunner/NA, 6-3, 6-2. 
Record: Brunswick (2-6, 1-1).

Metro Athletic Conference
Ravenna 3, Cloverleaf 2

Singles: Ava Baldwin (C) def. Chrin, 6-3, 6-4; 
Jordan (R) def. Hannah French, 6-2, 6-2; Tackett 
(R) def. Gabby Colahan, 7-5, 6-2. Doubles: Voll/
Kawskay (R) def. Brynn Lilly/Kaylee Cook, 6-2, 
6-4; Vanessa Sweitzer/Anjali Sivapatham (C) 
def. Laudato/Kawskay, 6-1, 6-7 (7), 10-5. 
Record: Cloverleaf (2-4, 2-2).

ROCKY RIVER — McKenzie 
Berg carded a 6-over-par 42 and 
Aislinn Leffel added a career-low 
43 Wednesday as Brunswick’s 
girls golf team defeated St. Joseph 
Academy 180-187.

Madison Perdue (44) also 
broke 50 for the Blue Devils (6-0) 
in the non-league match at West-
wood Country Club.

In other matches:

Cloverleaf 188, Copley 211
GUILFORD TWP. — Jill Donnelly 

(41) and Ashley Kizzen (44) led the 
Colts (9-0) in a non-league match at 
Rawiga Golf Club. 

Highland 162, Nordonia 169
HUDSON — Isabella Goyette was 

medalist with a 1-over 36 and Kavya 
Chada added a key 40 to help the 
Hornets survive a non-league upset 
bid at Ellsworth Meadows Golf Club. 
Alessandra Goyette (42) and Paige 
McKendry (44) also scored.

Medina 180, Mentor 185
MENTOR — Hayley Johnson (41), 

Anna Macino (42) and Stella Burns (46) 
paced the Bees (2-2) in a non-league 
match at Black Brook Golf Course.

Boys 
Cloverleaf 170, 
Woodridge 195

CUYAHOGA FALLS — Cole 
Gibson (41), Luke Schreck (42), 
Branson Harding (43) and Matt 
Goldsberry (44) scored for the 
Colts (10-2, 9-2) in a MAC match at 
Brookledge Golf Course.

Results
Boys

Cloverleaf 170, Woodridge 195
at par-36 Brookledge G.C.

Cloverleaf (10-2, 9-2): Cole Gibson 41, Luke 
Schreck 42, Branson Harding 43, Matt Goldsberry 
44, Caleb Slota 49, Robbie Wells 52.

Woodridge: Will Schmetzer 42, Max 
Schneckenburger 47, Alex Schneckenburger 
53, James lebren 53, Kaeden Cyc 59, Gabe 
Tona 71.

Girls
Non-league

Cloverleaf 188, Copley 211
at par-36 Rawiga G.C.

Cloverleaf (9-0): Jill Donnelly 41, Ashley Kizzen 
44, Jackie Keller 51, Christine Kitchen 52.

Copley: Liv Wiley 48, Emily Wang 54, Hannah 
Roush 54, Caroline Roush 55, Madison Maxwell 
56, Lauren Arnello 57.
 

Brunswick 180, St. Joseph Academy 187
at par-36 Westbrook C.C.

Brunswick (6-0): McKenzie Berg 42, Aislinn 
Leffel 43, Madison Perdue 44, Miam Cameron 51, 
Grace Kilbane 55, Jaci Armstrong 57.
 

Highland 162, Nordonia 169
at par-35 Ellsworth Meadows G.C.

Highland (4-0): Isabella Goyette 36, Kavya 
Chada 40, Alessandra Goyette 42, Paige 
McKendry 44, Grace Prentiss 46, Emily Groh 47.
 

Medina 179, Mentor 185
at par-35 Black Brook G.C.

Medina (2-2): Hayley Johnson 41, Anna 
Macino 42, Stella Burns 46, Lydia Dorman 50, 
Camille Christeon 53, Martha Weight 54.

Leffel Chada

SOCCER
Santiago, Dinwiddie lead Highland

TALLMADGE — The defending 
Suburban League American Con-
ference champion picked up right 
where it left off Wednesday, as 
Highland’s girls soccer team beat 
Tallmadge 5-2.

Ciara Santiago (2 goals), Ella 
Dinwiddie (2, 1) and Grace Mad-
ison (1, 1) had multi-point games 
for the Hornets (1-0-2, 1-0).

Jillian Miller also had an assist 
to offset a two-goal night by 
Abby Carusso for the Blue Devils 
(2-1, 0-1).

In other games:

Westlake 7, Buckeye 3
YORK TWP. — George Cannon 

returned in net for the Bucks (0-4-1), 
but the Demons still exorcized a non-
league win. Lauren Petrovich had a 
goal and assist for Buckeye. Mallory 
Owsiak and Riley Hudak scored. 
Bella Waltos also had a helper.

Brecksville 6, Wadsworth 1
BRECKSVILLE — Eva Sunjevaric 

scored four goals and Shea Vidovic 
had three assists for the Bees (5-0-1, 
1-0) in this SL National Conference 
tilt with the Grizzlies (0-4-2, 0-1). 
Courtney Freno scored off an assist 
from Kara Moore to avoid the 
shutout.

Boys 
Brunswick 2, Riverside 2
BRUNSWICK — Josh Lord scored 

twice for the Blue Devils (2-1-1), 
including a penalty kick with 4:02 
remaining to tie this non-league 
contest. Jacob Mancini stopped 10 
shots for Brunswick.

Westlake 3, Buckeye 0
WESTLAKE — Justin Shreffler 

(2 goals) and Basheer Almrahi 
(goal, assist) were a handful for the 
Bucks (1-1-2) as the Demons (3-0) 
jumped to a three-goal lead by 
intermission.

— Brad Bournival

Results
Boys

Non-league
Brunswick 2, Painesville Riverside 2

RIVERSIDE  1  1  —  2
BRUNSWICK  1  1  —  2

First
R — Antonio Turic (Angel Murrillo), 35:45.
B — Josh Lord, 19:52.

Second
R — Murrillo, 22:09.
B — Lord (penalty kick), 4:02.

Shots on goal — Riverside 12, Brunswick 6. 
Corner kicks — Riverside 8, Brunswick 3. Saves 
— Sean Stevenson (R) 4, Jacob Mancini (B) 10. 
Records — Riverside (1-1-2), Brunswick (2-1-1). 
Junior varsity — Brunswick 3, Riverside 0.

Westlake 3, Buckeye 0
BUCKEYE  0  0  —  0
WESTLAKE  3  0  —  3

First
W — Justin Shreffler (penalty kick), 26:28.

W — Basheer Almrahi (Jaden DeJesus), 11:29.
W — Shreffler (Almrahi), 2:34.

Shots on goal — Buckeye 4, Westlake 12. 
Corner kicks — Buckeye 0, Westlake 6. Saves 
— Chase Miller (B) 8, Leo Zanatti (W) 4. Records 
— Buckeye (1-1-2), Westlake (3-0). Junior varsity 
— Westlake 1, Buckeye 0.

Girls
Suburban League

Brecksville 6, Wadsworth 1
WADSWORTH  0  1  —  1
BRECKSVILLE  3  3  —  6

First
B — Eva Sunjevaric (Shea Vidovic), 25:13.
B — Sunjevaric (Vidovic), 24:12.
B — Sunjevaric (Vidovic), 9:49.

Second
B — Sunjeveric, 24:17.
B — Julia Moroz, 16:16.
B — Sadie Lewis, 4:02.
W — Courtney Freno (Kara Moore), 3:00.

Shots on goal — Wadsworth 5, Brecksville 
15, Corner kicks — Wadsworth 1, Brecksville 4. 
Saves — Emily Rhoades (W) 9, Lauren Hinshaw 
(B) 3, Stephanie Schnieder (B) 1. Records — 
Wadsworth (0-4-2, 0-1), Brecksville (5-0-1, 1-0). 
Junior varsity — Brecksville 3, Wadsworth 1.

Highland 5, Tallmadge 2
HIGHLAND  3  2  —  5
TALLMADGE  0  2  —  2

First
H — Ciara Santiago (Grace Madison), 21:59.
H — Madison (Jillian Miller), 16:56.
H — Santiago (Ella Dinwiddie), 16:09.

Second
T — Abby Carusso, 33:52.
H — Dinwiddie, 22:51.
T — Carusso, 17:33.
H — Dinwiddie, 15:30.  

Shots on goal — Highland 15, Tallmadge 8. 
Corner kicks — Highland 1, Tallmadge 2. Saves 
— Ella Rasey (H) 6, Ellie Hudak (T) 10. Records — 
Highland (1-0-2, 1-0), Tallmadge (2-1, 0-1).

Non-league
Westlake 7, Buckeye 3

WESTLAKE  3  4  —  7
BUCKEYE  2  1  —  3

First
W — Jessie Mano, 37:24.
B — Mallory Owsiak (Bella Waltos), 18:58.
W — Sophia Kontak, 28:48.
W — Kontak, 27:52.
B — Riley Hudak (Lauren Petrovich), 6:36.

Second
W — Sydney Peer, 36:35.
W — Jenna Kowslack, 28:05.
B — Petrovich, 16:54.
W — Peer, 4:50.
W — Taylor Gregory, 1:37.

Shots on goal — Buckeye 5, Westlake 14. 
Corner kicks — Buckeye 2, Westlake 2. Saves 
— George Cannon (B), Records — Westlake 
(2-1), Buckeye (0-4-1).

Dinwiddie Lord

“Emerson is impossible to 
rattle, which is what makes her 
so crucial on our serve receive 
and defense,” Blue Devils coach 
Mande Luttner said. “She is very 
deliberate in her movements 
and positions herself to make it 
all look so easy. 

“She’s also one of the most 
calm and stable players that I’ve 
ever coached. She stays calm 
and tries to pass that vibe on to 
her fellow back-row players.” 

Futchko added another acco-
lade this week when the Amer-
ican Volleyball Coaches Associ-
ation named her to its national 
underclassman Phenom List. 
Highland’s Alayna Tessena and 
Medina’s Kira Holland and Mak-
enzie Schellenberger were simi-
larly chosen. 

The Hornets saw her talents 
up close and personal on Aug. 
26, when she turned in a stel-
lar all-around performance in 
Brunswick’s five-set, razor-thin 
loss. 

“Emerson was in position 

every time on Layne (Tessena) 
and Julia (Shaw), and had some 
amazing ups,” Hornets All-Ga-
zette libero Grace Smith said. 
“She gave her team energy that 
they fed off the entire match. She 
really is a special player.” 

Futchko also displays a 
rare demeanor on the court, 
especially for a libero. She isn’t 
demonstrative after making a 
clutch dig, seldom speaks above 
a whisper and maintains her 
composure, even in the most 
trying of times. 

The same applies behind the 
service line, where she coolly 
topped the Blue Devils in aces 
and attempts as a sophomore, 
in addition to leading the county 
in digs. 

Fear not, however, the young-
est of three sisters — all of them 
volleyball players at Brunswick 
— is a typical teen once she steps 
out of the gym. 

“Emerson off the court is 
actually quite loud,” smiling 
eldest sister Peyton said. “She’s 
always laughing at everything 
and is rarely serious at home and 
around family.” 

Family is a recurrent theme 
with the Futchkos. Parents Matt 
and Michelle have been fixtures 
around the athletic program 
dating to their high school days, 
and Peyton and Camdyn reveled 
in the support provided by their 
aunts, uncles and cousins at 
matches. 

Emerson now has the unique 
experience of playing for Peyton, 
who is in her second season as 
Luttner’s lead assistant. Both are 
grateful to spend so much time 
together, making memories they 
already cherish. 

“She always played up a year 
or two in club volleyball, but 
she’s no longer the little one on 
the team anymore,” Peyton said. 
“It really is awesome to have the 
opportunity to coach my sister 
and see her grow as a player.” 

“Family is everything,” Emer-
son said. “It’s such a cool experi-
ence that a lot of people don’t get 
to have with my sister next to me 
every step of the way. I couldn’t 
ask for anything more.” 

Contact Brian Dulik 
at brisports@hotmail.com. 
Follow him @BrianDulik on Twitter.

FUTCHKO
From B1

Porter
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