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Medina senior Drew Allar is the 2021 Gazette MVP for football.

Eyes on the prize
Allar could have done it all but focused on playing quarterback

Rick Noland
The Gazette

The worst-kept secret in Medina 
County history is that Medina 
quarterback Drew Allar is The 

Gazette’s MVP for the 2021 high 
school football season.

But did you know that the sum-
mer before his freshman year he was 
throwing 80-plus-mph fastballs — 
and only fastballs — in travel league 
baseball games? Did you know that 
he often struck out the first two 
hitters on six straight heaters, then 
walked the next three, sometimes on 
12 pitches?

Did you know that he not only 
would have been a very good pitcher 
at Medina but also a sweet-shooting, 
6-foot-5, 230-pound power forward 
on the basketball team?

Most important of all, did you 
know that the Penn State recruit and 
winner of Ohio’s coveted Mr. Foot-
ball award never played quarterback 
until he was a ninth-grader?

“I remember the summer before 
our freshman year he missed one of 
our travel baseball games because 
he had to work out with his throw-
ing coach,” Buckeye senior running 
back/linebacker/kicker and Cita-
del recruit Ben Barnes said with a 
chuckle. “I’m thinking, ‘You’re not 
going to play.’ Now he’s Mr. Football 
and going to Penn State.”

Allar, who played running back 
and linebacker in youth leagues 
and middle school, ended up 
winning the starting quarterback 
job on the Medina freshman 
team.

Under coach John Pilarski, he 
slung the ball all over the field to 
receivers Keon Johnson, Jajuan Jack-
son, Drew Hensley, Michael Rodak 

and Matt Rudolph as the Bees went 
undefeated.

“I wanted to give it a try,” said 
Allar, who as a senior threw for a 
county-record 4,444 yards and 48 
touchdowns as Medina went 13-1, 
reached the Division I, Region 1 
final for the second straight season 
and won the Greater Cleveland 
Conference to capture its first 

league title in 48 years.
“My dad (Kevin) was my coach in 

youth football and he didn’t want me 
to play quarterback. We didn’t want 
it to be perceived that I was playing 
because my dad was the coach. Plus, 
I was one of the bigger kids on the 
team, so I ended up playing fullback 
and blocking for (Luke) Petrowski 
and Andrew Gormley.”

Gormley, now a touted pitcher at 
Walsh Jesuit, also was the quarter-
back at Medina’s Claggett Middle 
School, which lost just one game 
over those two seasons.

Petrowski, a senior monster 
back and baseball player at Bruns-
wick, has been good friends with 
Allar since they went to preschool 
together at The Young Scholar.

“I knew he was a good athlete,” 
Petrowski said. “I mean, he was huge 
when he was in fifth grade, but I 
had no idea he could throw a ball 70 
yards effortlessly. It was definitely 
surprising.”

MVPs
Drew Allar (M) 2021
Luke Hensley (M) 2020
Jack Grice (W) 2019
Jake Rogers (H) 2018
Joey Baughman (W) 2017
Jimmy Daw (M) 2016
Trevor Thome (Buc) 2015
Steven Ficyk (Bru) 2014
Bruce Kinsey (H) 2013
Bruce Kinsey (H) 2012
Jack Snowball (W) 2011
Jason Suggs (M) 2010
Aaron Maslowski (H) 2009
Chris Snook (H) 2008 
Sean Bedevelsky (Bru) 2007 
Dustin Zielaskiewicz (Bru) 2006 
Anthony Lanzara (Bru) 2005 
Marko Cosic (Bru) 2004 

Paul Macko (W) 2003 
Darren Cereshko (Buc) 2002 
Mike Kudla (H) 2001 
Ben Vujas (W) 2000 
Mike Hoover (W) 1999 
Jim Lavery (M)  1998 
Dave Harris (Bru)  1997 
Dan Herbert (W) / Frank Berzansky (Bru)  1996 
Darian Miskewycz (Bru)  1995 
Demetrius Harris (Bru)  1994 
Scott Gasper (C)  1993 
Cory Carlson (C) / Lance Hansen (C)  1992 
James Farley (Buc)  1991 
Jason Riddle (BR)  1990 
Andy Sutandar (M)  1989 
Tom Dubs (Bru)  1988 
Todd Grabowski (Bru)  1987 
Tom Sency (M)  1986 
Dave Savick (BR)  1985 

Ron Sency (M)  1984 
Scott DeMarco (Buc)  1983 
Gary Peyton (Buc)  1982 
Lee Bullington (Bru)  1981 
Bob Gency (Bru)  1980 
Ron Brant (Buc)  1979 
Jim Reynolds (W)  1978 
Dan Gray (BR)  1977 

All-Gazette Team Captains
Scott Chrislip (C) / Jim Otanicar (W) 1972
Richard Brown (H) / Jim Ross (C) 1971
Al Kiene (Buc) 1970
Gary Green (H) 1969
Jim Ranftl (H) 1968
Ken Luttner (H) 1967
Paul Moore (Bru) 1966
Larry Rohrer (C) 1965
Tom Becker (W) 1964
Ken Schiele (H) 1963

Gazette MVPs

See ALLAR, D2
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Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers last played against the Browns in 2013.

BROWNS

A superhero superstar
Cleveland’s Jackson compares Rodgers to John Wick

Scott Petrak
The Gazette

Packers quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers could fit as a super-
hero, since he specializes in 
saving the day.

Hired assassin works, too. 
He has pinpoint accuracy, is 
two steps ahead of the enemy 
and great under pressure.

“I know Aaron personally, 
I call him John Wick, so I call 
him John personally,” Browns 
defensive tackle Malik Jackson 
said Wednesday. “He is one of 
the best and you go in there 
and you realize that he is.

“It’s one of those things 
for me I know when we play 
him, I have to make sure I do 

my part as a D-lineman and 
that’s get in his face, putting 
those hands up and making it 
hard for him to see and throw. 
That’s going to really take a 
whole defensive effort when 
you play a guy like this.”

Wick is the name of the 2014 

movie and character played by 
Keanu Reeves, a former expert 
assassin out for revenge. Jack-
son noticed the Rodgers-Wick 
resemblance when they 
worked out together in Cali-
fornia.

“He came in one day, the 
hair slicked back, he was going 
through his offseason stuff, 
I was like, ‘Man, your whole 
vibe is John Wick-ish, you 
don’t care, just walking around 
doing your thing,’” Jackson 
said. “That’s what we called 
him.

“He dressed up as it for Hal-
loween, so I would like to say I 
put that in his head.”

TODAY
WHO: 
Cleveland 
at Green Bay
TIME: 4:30
WHERE: 
Lambeau Field
TV/RADIO: 
WJW TV-8; WKRK 
92.3-FM; WNCX 98.5-FM; 
WKNR 850-AM

See BROWNS, D4
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Black River — Joseph McKean (RB, 5-10, 180, sr.). Brunswick — Ethan Fritz (QB, 6-1, 200, sr.), Evan Sevastos (RT, 6-0, 290, sr.), Daniel 
Gorski (LT, 6-4, 260, sr.). Buckeye — Nick Bostic (LG, 6-1, 201, sr.). Cloverleaf — Emilio Rivera (RB, 5-9, 205, sr.). Highland — Joey Scally 
(RG, 6-0, 220, sr.). Medina — Michael Rodak (WR, 5-11, 180, sr.), Drew Hensley (WR, 6-2, 190, sr.), Evan Feora (LG, 6-2, 215, jr.), Nick West 
(K, 6-2, 190, sr).

HONORABLE MENTION

                     Medina Quarterback

Class: Senior.
Height: 6-foot-5. Weight: 230.
Highlights: Mr. Football. ... Division 

I co-Offensive Player of Year. ... 
Northeast Inland District D-I and Greater 
Cleveland Conference offensive player 
of year. ... Threw for 4,444 yards and 48 
touchdowns. ... Broke Medina County 
career records for passing yards (9,103) 
and passing TDs (97). ... Had county-record 
525 yards passing at Stow. ... Penn State 
recruit.

Bees coach Larry Laird on Allar: “As 
great a football player he is , he is a better 
young man.  We are excited to watch 
Drew grow as a person and player at the 
next level.”

DREW ALLAR
               Highland Running back

Class: Junior.
Height: 5-foot-10. Weight: 220.
Highlights: Division II third-team 

All-Ohio. ... First-team All-Northeast 
Inland District and All-Suburban 
League American Conference. ... 
Rushed 147 times for 826 yards and 
16 touchdowns. ... Tied for team lead 
with 102 points. ... Had 73 tackles, 
14½ tackles for loss, 3½ sacks and two 
fumble recoveries.

Hornets coach Mike Gibbons on 
Stiles: “Luke had a great season for us 
both as a linebacker and running back. 
As a running back, he is extremely 
difficult for opposing defenses 
to bring down.”

LUKAS STILES
                     Medina Wide receiver

Class: Junior.
Height: 6-foot-1. Weight: 185.
Highlights: Division I first-team All-Ohio. 

... First-team All-Northeast Inland District 
and Greater Cleveland Conference. 
... Posted school records of 82 
catches and 1,333 yards, as well as 
14 touchdowns. ... Had 25-493-5 vital 
line in five playoff games. ... Caught 
eight balls for 202 yards and three TDs 
in playoff win over Cleveland Heights. ... 
Posted 13-188-2 line at Stow.

Bees coach Larry Laird on Schramm: 
“Brennen Schramm really came into his own 
as a receiver for our offense this year. You 
could see him, through hard work in practice, 
getting better everyday.”  

BRENNEN SCHRAMM

               Highland Wide receiver

Class: Senior.
Height: 6-foot. Weight: 170.
Highlights: Division II honorable 

mention All-Ohio. ... First-team All-
Northeast Inland District and All-
Suburban League American Conference. 
... Had 36 catches for 585 yards and 
five TDs. ... Returned 19 punts for 238 
yards and two TDs. ... Started season 
at cornerback but quickly moved to 
free safety and had 40 tackles and two 
interceptions.

Hornets coach Mike Gibbons on Heichel: 
“I am so proud of how Kevin bounced back 
from a brutal injury his junior year. He stayed 
focused all offseason and worked hard 
to get back out there.”

KEVIN HEICHEL
               Black River Wide receiver

Class: Junior.
Height: 5-foot-11. Weight: 154.
Highlights: Division VI first-team All-Ohio. 

... First-team All-Northeast Inland District 
and Lorain County League. ... Broke or tied 
school records with 47 catche for 744 yards 
and eight TDs. ... Had 71 tackles (3½ for loss), 
Medina County-leading seven interceptions 
and five pass breakups. ... Seventh in county 
with 1,131 all-purpose yards.

Pirates coach Kyle Clark on Mrakuzic: 
“Tyler is a player who doesn’t say much at 
all but allows his plays to do the talking. His 
tracking ability on the ball is some of the 
best I have ever seen. A lot of his catches 
come in traffic with multiple 
defenders on him.”

TYLER MRAKUZIC
                Buckeye All-purpose

Class: Senior.
Height: 5-foot-8. Weight: 147. 
Highlights: Division III honorable 

mention All-Ohio. ... First-team All-
Northeast Inland District. ... First-team 
All-Great Lakes Conference. ... Had 
589 yards rushing, 387 receiving and 
667 returning for Medina County-best 
1,643 all-purpose yards. ... Compiled 67 
takles, four interceptions and three pass 
breakups as sure-tackling safety.

Bucks coach Greg Dennison on 
Marshall: “Kaymen was our most 
explosive player and made plays 
for us on offense, defense and in 
the kicking game. His speed and 
toughness set him apart.”

KAYMEN MARSHALL

               Highland Left tackle

Class: Senior.
Height: 6-foot-3. Weight: 230.
Highlights: Division II second-team All-

Northeast Inland District. ... First-team All-
Suburban League American Conference. 
... Top blocker for offense that averaged 
school-record 37.9 yards per game, 
Medina County-leading 242.4 yards 
rushing and 352.0 yards overall.

Hornets coach Mike Gibbons on 
Flannery: “Patrick is one of the most 
fundamental linemen I have ever coached.  
He uses great technique on every play.  
Even though he was a little undersized 
he was able to make up for it because 
he was very smart and played with 
perfect technique.”

PATRICK FLANNERY

               Cloverleaf Right guard

Class: Senior.
Height: 6-foot. Weight: 200.
Highlights: Division III honorable mention 

All-Ohio. ... First-team All-Northeast Inland 
District and Metro Athletic Conference. ... 
Top blocker who excelled with quickness 
on pulls. ... Led Medina County for second 
consecutive season with 120 tackles. ... 
Also had six tackle for loss (1½ sacks). ...  
Had 287 tackles in three season as starter.

Colts coach Justin Vorhies on Bittaker: 
“Kevin has been an outstanding leader and 
player on both sides of the ball for three 
years. His speed and tenacity to either 
make a block or tackle stood out.” every 
Friday Night!  You never had to question 
his effort or energy.

KEVIN BITTAKER

                Buckeye Left tackle

Class: Sophomore.
Height: 6-foot-2. Weight: 282.
Highlights: Division III second-team 

All-Northeast Inland District. ... First-
team All-Great Lakes Conference. ... Top 
blocker for I-formation team built around 
tailback Ben Barnes. ... Tremendous 
blocking on game-winning drive in playoffs 
against Caledonia River Valley. ... Also 
played defense part time. ... First season 
as starter.

Bucks coach Greg Dennison 
on Midea: “Ben’s strength and 
athleticism set him apart. When 
we needed yards in crucial 
situations, we always ran behind 
Ben and he always delivered.”

BEN MIDEA
                  Wadsworth Right guard

Class: Sophomore.
Height: 6-foot-1. Weight: 285.
Highlights: Division II second-team All-

Northeast Inland District. ... Honorable mention 
All-Suburban League National Conference. 
... Top blocker for young line that improved 
as season progressed. ... Tremendous run 
blocker who plays until whistle.”

Grizzlies coach Justin Todd on Ries: 
“Aaron’s strength and tenacity were on 
full display each week, as he consistently 
dominated at the point of attack.  As 
a sophomore playing against elite 
competition, Aaron more than held his own, 
leading the Grizzlies with 67 knockdowns 
and improving tremendously in pass 
protection throughout the season.” 

 AARON RIES

               Brunswick Right guard

Class: Senior.
Height: 5-foot-10. Weight: 258.
Highlights: Division I honorable 

mention All-Northeast Inland District. 
... First-team All-Greater Cleveland 
Conference. ... Top blocker for team that 
averaged 26.2 points and 317.3 yards. 
... Had 50 tackles, eight tackles for loss, 
1½ sacks and seven pass breakups as 
defensive tackle. ... Pass breakups led 
Medina County linemen.

Blue Devils coach Mark Pinzone on 
Rick: “Brandon Rick was a two-year 
starter at defensive tackle and offensive 
guard. He was our team defensive player 
of the year, anchored our defensive line 
and will be difficult to replace.”

BRANDON RICK
               Highland Kicker

Class: Senior.
Height: 5-foot-10. Weight: 150.
Highlights: Division II honorable 

mention All-Northeast Inland District. ... 
First-team All-Suburban League American 
Conference. ... Made 6-of-7 field goals 
and 65-of-66 extra points. ... Latter total 
was school record, ranking second in 
Medina County history. ... Made 3-of-3 
field goals in playoffs.

Hornets coach Mike Gibbons on 
Gerney: “Avery had a great career kicking 
for us. He was always very consistent on 
field goals and extra points. He was also 
a weapon on kickoffs, where he could 
directionally put the ball anywhere we 
needed it.”

AVERY GERNEY

Petrowski may not have known 
how far Allar could throw a foot-
ball, but he had full knowledge 
how hard he could throw a base-
ball. Teammates on the Yetis, he 
stood in the hot summer sun as 
his friend struck out or walked 
hitter after hitter.

“He’d just go up there and 
throw as hard as he possibly 
could,” Petrowski said. “Some 
games he’d be on and it would 
be 1-2-3. Other games he was all 
over the place, but he was defi-
nitely fast.”

Barnes, who served as Allar’s 
catcher, can vouch for that.

“Drew made my hand sting a 
lot,” he said. “He probably threw 
mid-80s the summer before his 
freshman year. He brought some 
heat.”

Allar laughed when told of his 
former teammates’ memories.

“I only threw fastballs,” he 
said. “I either struck people out 
or walked them. I’d strike out the 
first two kids on six pitches, then 
I’d walk two people, then I’d go 
to a full count on the next kid. I’d 
get so frustrated because I’d be 
doing so well, and then it would 
just go away.”

Allar was more consistent when 
it came to basketball. Beginning 
in grade school, he played on a 
SMAC Akron team coached by 
Ken Johnson, the father of long-
time friend Keon.

One of his teammates in the 
early years was Highland senior 
quarterback, small forward and 
second baseman Aaron Filips, 
who also played a bit of travel 
baseball with Allar, who gave up 
basketball after playing on the 
Medina junior varsity as a fresh-
man and sophomore.

Like Petrowski and Barnes, 
Filips continues to stay in touch 
with Allar. Along with Stow quar-
terback Owen Bainbridge and 
Berea-Midpark signal caller Luke 
Devins, Filips and Allar also share 
the same quarterback coach in 
Brad Maendler.

“Drew’s very genuine and it’s 
easy to have a conversation with 
him,” Filips said. “If I have a 
question, he’ll answer it or give 
me tips. He’s just a great guy all 
around.”

Bainbridge, a Bowling Green 
recruit, can vouch for that. When 
his parents couldn’t attend an 
Elite 11 football camp in India-
napolis over the summer, Kevin 
Allar looked out for him on the 

trip, and he eventually became 
close with Dawn Allar as well.

“If you talk to Drew, he will not 
mention one thing about the suc-
cess he’s had,” Bainbridge said. 
“He’s very humble and down to 
earth. Even the family, they’re 
super humble. They’re the nicest 
people ever.

“Last summer we started lift-
ing together and going through 
the same strength program, and 
that’s when he started to blow up 
(recruiting-wise). We talked about 
all of it, but during it all, when-
ever he would get an offer, he 
wouldn’t say anything. That’s just 
the type of kid he is. I would be 
the one to bring it up.”

Speaking of bringing it up, early 

in his junior year Allar completed 
41-of-72 passes for 502 yards 
and two touchdowns, but he also 
threw four interceptions — one 
was on a tipped ball and another 
was on a Hail Mary — as the 
Bees lost 28-21 to Petrowski and 
Brunswick.

“I was messing around with 
him before that game, saying, 
‘We’re going to smoke you guys, 
blah, blah, blah,’” Petrowski said. 
“He was dealing with an ankle 
injury, but I was amazed how fast 
the ball got out of his hands. I 
was like, ‘Geez-oh-man, this is 
going to be a long game.’

“When we won, from the end 
of that game until the game this 
year, I’d let him know about it at 
least once a week. At first, he’d 
get upset or say we got lucky. 
Eventually, he got sick of hearing 
it, so he stopped responding to 
my texts.”

Allar got his revenge this sea-
son, completing 31-of-47 for 349 
yards, two touchdowns and no 
interceptions as Medina beat 
Brunswick 35-14.

“Unlike me, he took the high 
road and kept his mouth closed,” 
Petrowski said with a laugh.

That’s the way Allar has always 
been, which is one of many rea-
sons he remains popular with 
former teammates turned com-
petitors.

As a senior, Highland’s Filips 
had 171 rushes for 1,126 yards 
and 17 touchdowns and com-
pleted 94-of-148 passes for 1,400 
yards and 17 more scores — he 
was the third quarterback in 
school history to rush and pass 
for 1,000 in a season — but he 
knew that with Allar around there 
was never much chance he was 
going to be Gazette MVP.

“It’s hard not to pay attention 
because he was everywhere,” 
said Filips, a second-team D-II 

All-Ohio pick. “He’s a fantastic 
player and a great kid. I was see-
ing all over my (Twitter) feed and 
in the papers what he was doing. 
He accomplished great things. It 
wasn’t really a goal of mine (to be 
MVP), but I knew going in that 
Drew was going to be really tough 
to beat out.”

So did Buckeye’s Barnes, a first-
team D-III All-Ohio selection 
who rushed 283 times for 1,320 
yards and 17 touchdowns, had 
an incredible 26 tackles for loss 
among his 102 tackles and kicked 
six field goals and 32 extra points.

“Before the season even started, 
I was talking to my dad about 
(Gazette MVP) and I said, ‘They’re 
going to give it to Allar,’” Barnes 
said. “He’s the best quarterback in 
the nation, so how can you not? 
We knew it coming in.”

If he couldn’t win it, Barnes was 
glad Allar did.

“Drew’s super nice,” he said. 
“He’s very humble. You wouldn’t 
even know he has all this going 
for him. If you saw him on the 
street, you’d just think he was 
this really tall person walking 
around.”

That’s exactly the way Allar 
wants it, and that’s the way he 
plans to continue to carry himself 
when he heads off to Penn State 
on Jan. 9.

“I just wanted to win a state 
championship and I didn’t want 
anything to affect that,” he said. 
“I couldn’t have done anything 
without my teammates and 
coaches.

“It was really cool to see all 
these local kids have such good 
seasons and their schools have 
such good seasons. It’s cool to see 
none of us went to other schools. 
We did it in our hometowns.”

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4046 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.

ALLAR
From D1

Drew Allar game by game
(Official statistics compiled via video by Gazette sports editor Albert Grindle)

CAREER
YEAR  COMP. ATT. PCT. YDS. TD INT RUSH YDS TD
Senior (2021)  305 509 .599 4,444 48 7 128 382 9
Junior (2020)  209 397 .526 2,857 26 9 80 185 2
Sophomore (2019)  116 243 .477 1,802 23 4 76 259 3
TOTALS  630 1,149 .548 9,103 97 20 284 826 14

2021
OPPONENT  COMP. ATT. PCT. YDS. TD INT RUSH YDS TD
Harding  13 28 .448 160 2 0 8 35 0
Avon  16 28 .571 256 2 1 14 96 2
Wadsworth  32 43 .744 391 4 0 11 44 0
Stow  29 48 .604 525 5 1 8 -28 0
Strongsville  21 31 .677 425 4 0 7 26 3
Euclid  18 27 .667 220 3 1 5 25 0
Mentor  23 37 .622 308 4 1 7 28 1
Brunswick  34 47 .723 349 2 0 18 25 0
Lorain  14 17 .824 303 5 0 0 0 0
Solon   17 25 .680 254 4 0 7 24 1
Shaker Hts.  13 17 .765 252 5 0 3 14 0
Cleveland Hts.  18 46 .391 318 4 1 13 122 2
St. Ignatius  30 54 .556 386 3 0 14 -20 0
St. Edward  27 61 .443 297 1 2 13 -9 0
TOTALS  305 509 .599 4,444 48 7 128 382 9

2020
OPPONENT  COMP. ATT. PCT. YDS. TD INT RUSH YDS TD
Mentor  17 26 .654 131 3 0 9 53 0
Brunswick  41 72 .569 502 2 4 5 -26 0
Strongsville  30 61 .492 366 3 3 4 -3 0
Elyria  19 33 .576 325 4 0 4 -8 0
Euclid  12 28 .429 135 2 0 9 -10 1
Solon  14 26 .538 127 2 1 13 55 0
Strongsville  21 37 .568 288 2 0 11 109 1
St. Edward  14 26 .538 219 3 0 11 19 0
St. Ignatius  26 s46 .565 485 4 0 8 15 0
Mentor  15 42 .357 279 1 1 6 -19 0
TOTALS  209 397 .526 2,857 26 9 80 185 2

2019
OPPONENT  COMP. ATT. PCT. YDS. TD INT RUSH YDS TD
Highland  5 7 .714 72 1 0 1 9 0
Wadsworth  3 6 .500 36 1 0 3 4 0
Euclid  2 8 .250 48 1 0 2 6 0
Mentor  3 8 .375 76 1 0 0 0 0
Elyria  4 10 .400 110 2 0 1 8 0
Strongsville  11 16 .688 233 3 0 5 -1 1
Solon  34 64 .531 415 2 1 8 30 0
Shaker Hts.  9 27 .333 134 3 1 28 59 1
Brunswick  22 41 .537 324 5 0 14 119 1
St. Edward  23 56 .429 354 4 2 14 25 0
TOTALS  116 243 .477 1,802 23 4 76 259 3
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