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Reflections and memories 
from an iconic old ballyard

I cut my baseball teeth at St. 
Michael’s Holy Name Ballpark in 
Kalida.

Came close to losing some 
teeth there, too.

I received an email last week. It 
includes a video, very well done, about 
the planned renovations for Holy Name 
Ballpark. There’s volumes of history 
around the facility, one of the iconic 
baseball diamonds in the area because 
of the massive grandstand, capable of 
seating 1,200 fans, that wraps around 
the home plate area of the park. It was 
also one of the first and — at the time 
— few ballparks with lights.

Built in 1949, over 5,000 people 
attended the dedication of the facility. 
Ohio governor Frank Lausche threw 
out the first pitch before Kalida played 
New Bavaria in a high school game.

Satchel Paige made stops there 
during the barn-storming era when 
Negro League teams like the Home-
stead Grays, Chattanooga Black Look-
outs, Birmingham Black Barons and 
Black Yankees came through town. 
An exhibition game with the Havana 
Cubans drew almost 2,000.

Teams from the All-American Girls 
League, founded by Philip K. Wrigley 
in 1943 to keep the sport of baseball 
front and center while many of the 
game’s elite players were overseas, and 
basis for the movie, “A League of Their 
Own,” stopped by Holy Name Ballpark 
now and then.

For a lot of us small-town, country-
boy ballplayers, moving up to Holy 

Name Ballpark diamond was the rite 
of passage. Instead of playground-like 
pick-up games on lumpy backyard 
layouts, this was organized ball: real 
coaches, real uniforms (T-shirts at 
least) on a real diamond. As fifth-, 
sixth and seventh-graders, Pony 
League games on the big diamond 
were big stuff.

Fast forward a few years.
After spending my freshman year 

at Brunnerdale Seminary near Canton 
(persistent uncles on both sides of the 
family who felt it would be a huge plus 
to have a priest in the relation per-
suaded me to give it a try) I was back 
on the Kalida High baseball team and 
again playing games at Holy Name 
Ballpark. We actually played two sea-
sons — fall and spring — but only 
the spring play was sanctioned by the 
OHSAA.

Thanks to the exhaustive research 
and information compiled by Dan 
Kern, who not only amassed a 469-
191 record in 29 seasons at Miller 
City (1975-2003) and won two state 
championships (1977, 1984) but has 
spent his time since retiring compil-
ing, editing and publishing some of the 
most complete results, records and his-
tory of any league in the state, I can see 
where we lost many more games than 
we won during my high school career.

I recall a highlight or two though, 
including a weird F8-6-5 triple play 
my junior year where our centerfielder 
made a great shoestring catch and we 
doubled two runners — who thought 

the ball was going to drop and were 
off and running — off of second and 
third. There was an ACME game one 
summer where, with two outs in the 
top of the seventh inning, the batter 
tried to bunt his way on to break up the 
no-hitter. Thanks to the astute coach-
ing of Gene Stechschulte, he had me 
positioned perfectly to make the play 
and get the final out.

My brother Roger, two years 
younger than me, was the best ball-
player in the family. I remember him 
making one of the greatest catches I 
saw at Holy Name Ballpark. The batter 
hit a drive that was definitely going 
over the fence in left center, but Rog 
raced back, leaped as high as he could 
and speared the ball before flipping, 
head over heels, over the fence.

Roger’s class ushered in rebirth 
at Holy Name Ballpark, winning the 
Putnam County League title in 1974. 
It was Kalida’s first PCL baseball title 
since 1954, and there have been a 
bunch of titles since.

My connection with Holy Name 
Ballpark didn’t end after my senior 
year. Following graduation I obtained 
my umpires license, and for two years 
did ACME, Pony League and youth 
tournament games there. I recall 
doing one tournament where the play-
ers were so young, so small I basically 
just knelt down behind home plate and 
called balls and strikes from my knees.

One summer when I swung a 
hammer for Bockrath Construction, 

Fostoria man a Marathon Classic staple

SYLVANIA — A lot of 
people spend exorbitant 
amounts of money on their 
vacations.

During one of his two 
weeks away from his job at 
Roppe Corporation, Blayne 
Lippert of Fostoria spends a 
relatively modest amount to 
not only bring himself enjoy-
ment but to benefit others.

For 13 years, Lippert has 
volunteered at the Mara-
thon Classic LPGA tourna-
ment at Highland Meadows 
Golf Club. It’s not only a fun 
event for crowds of people 
that annually attend, but it 
annually raises thousands of 
dollars for children-oriented 
charities throughout north-
west Ohio.

This year’s event, which 
returned to allowing specta-
tors on the course after the 
aberrant year of 2020 cre-
ated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, benefited 29 charities 
throughout the region.

Yes, the volunteers at the 
tournament get a few perks, 
but they’re also giving back 
to the purpose of the tourna-
ment while also, essentially, 
putting and keeping the 
entire project in motion. Vol-
unteers this year paid at least 
$55 apiece to lend a hand.

“People think when they 
volunteer that they shouldn’t 
have to pay,” Lippert, 28, 
said. “But it goes to char-
ity. It’s a charity event and 
people don’t understand that. 
The whole operation is for 
charity. ... That’s the reason 

why I do it. And I like golf as 
it is, so I follow them on TV 
when they’re on.”

Lippert this year wrapped 
up his fifth year as captain of 
hole No. 6, a 193-yard par 3 
at the far northern reaches 
of the property. He and three 
marshals who he supervises 
throughout each day take 
care of a variety of duties 
to ensure the safety of play-
ers, officials, spectators and 
others and smooth workings 
of play on their watch.

The hole team’s duties 
include ushering the players 
and their caddies onto the 
hole, keeping their water 
supply stocked, locating 
errant shots and exercis-
ing crowd control, which 
includes reminding specta-
tors to be quiet at appropri-
ate times but may extend 
beyond that.

“If it ’s their favorite 
player, sometimes people buy 
flowers for them and want to 
give them to (the players) as 
they walk by, but they’re not 
supposed to,” Lippert said. 

And a hole may have its 
own particular quirk.

“I’ve got the crosswalk 
that comes out of the mainte-
nance area and comes down 

the hill by my green,” he 
said. “That makes noise, so 
my marshals tell spectators 
to stop when (the golfers) are 
getting ready to play.”

Having an inside-the-
ropes view of some outstand-
ing golf is one of the benefits 
of volunteering at the tourna-
ment. There’s also the poten-
tial to establish a rapport 
with players, as well as, for 
hole captains, an opportunity 
to take part in a golf outing 
at Highland Meadows late in 
the season.

“ M o n d a y  t h r o u g h 
Wednesday, during the pro-
ams, you get to talk to the 
players — pictures, auto-
graphs,” Lippert said. “You 
can’t really ask them about 
their game and stuff. They 
really don’t like that. But you 
can say, ‘Good shot,’ and if 
they won, like, a major, two 
weeks before this, you 
can say, ‘Congratulations.’ 
They really appreciate that 
because they know people 
are watching them.

“And with me being hole 
captain and always on hole 
6, I’ve gotten to know a lot of 
them. Like, this year, Maria 

Volunteered at LPGA tournament for 13 years
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BLAYNE LIPPERT of Fostoria stands next to the No. 6 hole sign during the recent 
Marathon Classic at Highland Meadows Golf Club in Sylvania. Lippert has served as a 
tournament volunteer for the last 13 years.

New Riegel’s Michael Kirian selected by Nationals
Michael Kirian’s journey from 

the fields of New Riegel to pro-
fessional baseball just became a 
National story.

The 6-foot-6, 260-pound south-
paw hurler out of Louisville was 
taken by the Washington Nation-
als in the sixth round of this week’s 
Major League Baseball Amateur 
Draft.

Kirian was taken by the Nats 

with the 173rd overall pick.
Kirian was a star pitcher under 

Gregg Hughes at New Riegel High 
School, and especially shined in 
his senior year, going 8-0 with a 
0.50 earned run average and 129 
strikeouts. He was one of three left-
handed pitchers in the Sandusky 
Bay Conference River Division 
to sign with Division I colleges. 
Kirian’s high school teammate, 

Alex Theis, signed with Ohio 
State, while Calvert’s Peyton 
Deats signed with Kent State.

All three have had collegiate 
careers. Deats has pitched three 
seasons at Kent State after being 
redshirted as a freshman. Theis 
moved on to Wright State, where 
he pitched this season.

Kirian, meanwhile, became a 

staple for one of the country’s best 
college programs.

Using a fastbal l that has 
reached the mid-90s, Kirian was 
used primarily out of the bullpen 
in his first three seasons with 
the Cardinals. In his sophomore 
campaign, Kirian registered a 
1.69 earned run average and five 
saves, helping Louisville reach the 

College World Series.
Kirian was off to an impressive 

start the falling year; he didn’t 
allow a run in 6 1/3 innings before 
the pandemic stopped the season.

This spring, Kirian made 16 
appearances, 11 of them starts, 
going 5-3 with a 4.80 earned run 
average. He struck out 75 hitters 
in 69 1/3 innings.

M A J O R  L E A G U E  B A S E B A L L  D R A F T

Findlay Legion 
salvages final game 

in tournament
TIFFIN — Kaleb Wilkinson pitched a three-hit shutout 

and Findlay’s Post 3 American Legion baseball team salvaged 
its final game in the Sasquatch Tournament at Heidelberg by 
holding off Troy 1-0 on Saturday.

Findlay dropped both games of Friday’s openers, falling 
9-8 to Pemberville and 11-7 to Marietta. Sunday’s game with 
Tiffin was called due to rain.

Troy Schroeder led off the bottom of the first inning with 
a single, Seth Sleasman sacrificed him to second and Ashton 
Bour brought him home with a sacrifice fly ball to center for 
the only run in Saturday’s game with Troy. Wilkinson and 
Findlay’s defense did the rest. Wilkinson allowed a one-out 
single in the first inning, but Post 3 catcher Andrew Stech-
schulte picked the runner off first.

Troy drew lead-off walks in the fourth and fifth innings, 
but Wilkinson got a pop-up, a groundout and a strikeout 
to end the first threat, and a 5-4-3 double play to snuff the 
second.

Wilkinson earned a complete game win, striking out 
seven.

Bour ripped a bases-loaded seventh-inning line drive in 
Friday’s opener but Pemberville third baseman DJ Melter 
speared it to end the game and preserve Post 183’s 9-8 win.

Pemberville led 9-0 thanks to a seven-run surge in the 
fourth inning. Findlay got two runs on the board in the top 
of the sixth inning, and used RBI doubles by Bour and Adam 
Sendelbach (2 RBI), RBI singles by Alec Dunbar (2-1B, RBI) 
and Stechschulte (2-1B, RBI), an error and a bases-loaded 
walk to make it a 9-8 game before Bour’s line out.

Stechschulte had three singles, a double and drove in two 
runs in Friday’s game with Marietta. Bour doubled in a run 
and Jordan Vallejo had a two-run single. Marietta surged 
ahead 8-2 after two innings, with Dakota Miller delivering an 
RBI single in the first inning and a bases-clearing three-run 
double in the second.

Post 3, 15-11 on the season, is scheduled to visit Toledo 
on Tuesday, then will prepare for the District 1 tournament 
beginning Friday at Ottawa’s Memorial Park.
FINDLAY 1 
TROY 0

Troy  000  000  0—0  3  1
Findlay 100  000  x—1  6  0
WP — Wilkinson (3-1). LP — Baisdon. TOP HITTERS: (Fin) Schroeder 2-1B; Bour 2B, RBI; 

Canterbury 2B.
RECORDS: Findlay Legion 15-11.

PEMBERVILLE 9
FINDLAY 8

Findlay 000  002  6—8  8  5
Pemberville 002  700  x—9  9  4

DAVE
HANNEMAN

There’s volumes of history around the facility, one of the 
iconic baseball diamonds in the area because of the massive 
grandstand, capable of seating 1,200 fans, that wraps around 
the home plate area of the park. It was also one of the first 
and — at the time — few ballparks with lights.

“People think when they volunteer that 
they shouldn’t have to pay. But it goes to 
charity. It’s a charity event and people don’t 
understand that. The whole operation is for 
charity. ... That’s the reason why I do it.”

BLAYNE LIPPERT,
MARATHON CLASSIC VOLUNTEER
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