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Liberty-Benton a tall order 
for the rest of the BVC

It appears teams will be 
looking at Liberty-Benton 
again this volleyball season.

Change that. Teams will 
definitely be looking up at 
the Eagles.

Liberty-Benton gradu-
ated just one player from a 
team that went 21-5 overall, 
won a fourth straight BVC 
title and ran its league win-
ning streak to 42 consecu-
tive matches.

That translates into a 
ton of returning experience 
for Eagles’ head coach Julie 
Todd, who has guided the 
program to four straight 
20-win seasons. If repeat-
ing that kind of success is 
a tall order, Todd has that 
covered as well with a tow-
ering array of talent, a vet-
eran group of veterans that 
includes six girls standing 
around 6-foot or taller.

“I think two years ago, 
we were about this tall,” 
Todd said, referring to L-B’s 
2019 team which capped 
that season by beating 
Independence in a five-set 
thriller to win the Division 
III state championship.

“But to think, we’re a 
Division III school and our 
entire front row, minus our 
setter, is 6-foot or taller. 
You don’t see that that 
often.”

The tallest of the tall at 
Liberty-Benton is junior 
outside hitter Karis Willow, 
who is listed at 6-foot-3.

“That’s barefoot,” Todd 
said. “With shoes she’s 
going to be taller, so we 
round it up to 6-4.”

Seniors Izzy Granger 
and Chelsea May are 6-foot. 
So is sophomore Sophia 
Barbara. Senior Avery 
Zuercher and sophomore 
Lauren Gerken are listed 
at 5-11 on one roster, but 
are in that 6-footer range 
as well.

Height is obviously an 
advantage in a sport like 
volleyball. But Liberty-
Benton’s towers of power 
bring more than feet and 
inches to the game.

Granger, as a sopho-
more, and Willow, then 
a freshman, were L-B’s 
leaders in kills when they 
won the 2019 state title. 
Granger, who will play 
collegiately for Toledo, 
had 31 in the semifinal 
and final matches. Willow, 
who recently made a verbal 
commitment to attend Penn 
State and play for the seven-
time NCAA champion Nit-
tany Lions, had 26 kills, 
including the game, set 
and match clincher in an 
18-25, 30-28, 25-23, 21-25, 
15-11 finals win over Inde-

pendence.
Last season, Granger, 

the BVC Player of the 
Year, led the Eagles with 
369 kills, Willow had 254, 
Zuercher 142 kills and 
Gerken 116. May had 47 
and Sydney Elseser, a 5-9 
senior setter, 41. Willow 
had 26 blocks, Granger 19, 
Zuercher 16 and Gerken 
and May 13 each.

How do you prepare 
for a team with that much 
height, talent and experi-
ence?

“You don’t. You just pray 
you don’t get hurt,” joked 
McComb’s Bob Moran, who 
has won over 300 matches 
and eight league titles 
during a career spanning 
over 20 years.

Todd knows she’s head 
coach of one of the top 
teams in the state. Beyond 
the height and the returning 
talent, though, she’s been 
most impressed with their 
take-nothing-for-granted 
attitude, especially when 
comparisons are made with 
her 2019 squad.

“Back in 2019 we had, I 
don’t know, jitters or some-
thing,” Todd said. “I feel 
like now, this group really 
want to go out and earn it.

“I feel like they want 
it more, and I think a big 
part of that is those five 
seniors (Granger, Elseser, 
May, Zuercher and Kelsey 
Conkright) and the incred-
ible leadership they’ve 
shown from open gyms 
all summer long to scrim-
mages we played in — and 
we played in some tough 
ones. That really chal-
lenged us, but they are all 
very self-driven, they are 
all super competitive and 
they know they want to 
get better. They are deter-
mined to make a name, a 
team for themselves.

“I think we have the 
talent to do it (return to 
state), but it’s so hard. 
These girls know we’ll face 
some very good teams as we 
go along and that nothing 
is given to them. We need 
to stay healthy. We need to 
stay focused because we 
know how tough it is.”

With Leipsic, runner-up 
to L-B in last year’s league 
standings and ranked No. 
6 this season among Ohio’s 
Division IV schools, moving 
the Blanchard Valley Con-
ference to the Northwest 
Conference, McComb and 
Pandora-Gilboa look to be 
Liberty-Benton’s top chal-
lengers. Arcadia, Riverdale, 
Van Buren and Vanlue also 
return some key veterans 
from teams that finished 
.500 or better in 2020.

Ron Simons has made 

steady progress with Pan-
dora-Gilboa’s program, 
guiding the Rockets to an 
18-6 record in 2020 and 
third-place (8-2) finish in 
the BVC. This season could 
be even better.

“This year we’ll have 
two four-year letter winners 
and two three-year letter 
winners,” Simons said.

“They’ve played since 
they were freshmen and 
we’ve been grooming and 
prepping them. We’ll do the 
same thing down at the JV 
level, getting them, ready.

“We’ve got some really 
good talent, and we’re 
building on the talent we 
have.”

Seniors Lacie Fenster-
maker and Mikayla Simons 
are returning all -BVC 
player for P-G. Fenster-
maker earned first-team 
honors after leading the 
Rockets in kills (300) while 
adding 41 blocks, 25 aces 
and 278 digs. A third-team 
all-league pick, Simons 
had 175 kills and 269 digs. 
Also back are senior letter 
winners Taelor Miller (129 
kills, 138 blocks) and Erin 
Shartell (86 kills, 119 kills).

P-G has beefed up its 
schedule as well.

“We’re playing Celina, 
Parkway, St. Marys (Memo-
rial), Lima Senior, Elida ... 
bigger schools that have 
really good programs,” said 
Simons, who was named 
2020 co-Coach of the Year 
in the BVC awards. “It’s a 
good chance for us to see 
just what we can do.”

Graduation cost Moran 
five players, including three 
all-league picks from a team 
that went 16-7 overall and 
7-3 in the BVC. So when the 
Panthers, despite a rash of 
injuries, started this season 
4-1, he admits he was a bit 
surprised.

“If you had told me we’d 
start the year 4-1, I’d have 
said no way. I’d have bet my 
pay check on it,” he said.

“My starting middle 
(Elia Dehart) and starting 
outside (Emma Wells) both 
had ankle injuries. Anna 
Threet, my No. 1 setter, 
just got back in the rota-
tion after being out with a 
broken fibula. Iris (Lause) 
my No. 2 DS (defensive 
specialist) had been quar-
antined because her sister 
had COVID ... Basically I 
had four or five starters out. 
I hadn’t had everybody back 
for a full practice yet.”

Moran lost a couple of 
all-league players in Nicole 
Krassow (2nd-team, 190 
kills), Malorie Schroeder 
(3rd-team, 111 kills, 171 
digs) and Cayla Pitz (HM, 
113 kills).

Back to lead the Pan-
thers is Brooklynn Down-
ing, a 6-1 junior who last 
year was first-team all-BVC 
and honorable mention 
all-Ohio after hammering 
287 kills and recording 91 
total blocks. Also back are 
senior letter winner Eliza 
Dehart (61 kills, 21 blocks) 
and junior returnees Anna 
Threet (215 digs, 917 of 
936 setting, 301 assists) 
and Madison Schroeder 
(171 digs).

“We don’t have a lot of 
big hitters, but we serve 
very well,” Moran said 
of the Panthers, who last 
year, as a team, were 1,704 
for 1,799 serving with 237 
aces.

“We work on that a lot. 
Over the last several years I 
think we’ve been one of the 
top teams in the league as 
far as aces.”

The following is a look 
at BVC volleyball teams this 
season, with last season’s 
overall and BVC records 
and varsity rosters.

ARCADIA (12-9, 5-5 BVC)
COACH: Morgan Niese. VARSITY: Lenci 

Rodriguez. sr, DS/OH; Nevaeh Emerich, sr., 
MH; Pige Masssie, sr., MH; Bre Chambers, sr., 
S/RH; Tori Best, sr., DS; Cassidy Boes, jr., DS/
OH. OTHERS: Kiden Lynch, sr. MH/OH; Erika 
Massie, soph., S/RS; Lexi Kimble, soph., OH; 
Sara Lynch, soph., DS; Olivia Yoakam, soph., 
MH/S; Bailey Gonzalez, jr., DS.

ARLINGTON (4-16, 3-7 BVC)
COACH: Brittany Kerner. VARSITY: Jenna 

Stoltz, sr. DS/OH; Emily Durliat, sr., RS/DS; 
Riley Launder, sr., S; Adriana Agapiou, sr., 
MH.RS; Kaydence Edgell, sr., DS/RS; Emma 
Welker, jr., DS; Katie Solt, jr., MH/OH; 
Adria Below, jr., RS/DS; Madi Rusxsell, jr., S; 
Ashlynn Pryer, jr., RS/DS; Addisyn Molina, 
soph., DS; Gabby Schutz, fr., OH/MH; Alyssa 
Launder,fr., OH/MH; Isabelle Frysinger, fr., M; 
Alyvia Frazier, fr., MH/RS.

CORY-RAWSON (3-20, 1-9 BVC)
COACH: Amanda Lowry. VARSITY:Alli 

Garmatter, sr., MH; Averie Elchert, sr., OH/RS; 
Faith Bowersox, sr., L/DS; Brooke Shepherd, 
jr., OH/S; Chelcie McVetta, soph., S; Jenna 
Hartman, sr., DS; Raegan Cooper, sr., OH/RS; 
Tessa Elchert, soph., MH; Olivia Bacon, soph., 
OH; Morgan McVetta, fr., OH/RS.

LIBERTY-BENTON (21-5, 10-0 BVC)
COACH: Julie Todd. VARSITY: Kelsey 

Conkright, sr., L; Avery Zuercher, sr., MH; Jada 
Todd, jr., S/DS; Karis Willow, jr., OH; Aaliyah 
Barnes, jr., DS/OH; Alyssa Hanni-Wells, soph., 
RS/S; Lauren Gerken, soph., RS/OH; Chelsea 
May, sr., MH; Sophia Barbara, soph., MH/RS; 
Claire Spiess, jr., DS; Izza GRanger, sr., OH; 
Sydney Elseser, sr., S.

MCCOMB (16-7, 7-3 BVC)
COACH: Bob Moran. VARSITY:Anna 

Threet, jr.; Madson Schroeder, jr.; Eliza 
Dehart, sr.; Brooklynn Downing, jr. Leia 
Grubb, sr.; Kaly McCullough, sr.; Grace 
Hassan, soph.; Kacey Like, fr.; Emma Wells, 
jr.; Iris Lause, soph.; Lydia Dehart, jr.; Kayla 
Frater, sr.

NORTH BALTIMORE (4-18, 0-10 BVC)
COACH: Dennis Walton. VARSITY: 

Gabby Estrada, sr.; Laura Keegan, sr.; 
Cadence Andrich, jr.; Hailie Inbody, sr.; 
Grace Hagemyer, sr.; Leia Thomas, sr.; Hailey 
Lennard, sr.; Lydia Feehan, jr.; Meredith 
Buchanan, sr.; Karalyn Keegan, soph.

PANDORA-GILBOA (18-6, 8-2 BVC)
COACH: Ron Simons. VARSITY: Mikayla 

Simons; Taelor Miller; Lacie Fenstermaker. 
Miley Russell; Madison Kinsinger; Elizabeth 
Chambelrin; Skylar Diller; Erin Shartell; 
Emma Gerding; Peyton Diller; Aliyah Wise; 
Autummn Schulte.

RIVERDALE (10-12, 2-8 BVC)
COACH: Megan Frisbie. VARSITY: 

Makayla Newfer, jr.; Megan Reiter, jr.; 
McKenna Clark, jr.; Brenna Farmer, jr.; Haidyn 
Thacker, soph.; Katie Boucher, soph.; Maddie 
Risner, jr.; Payton Logan, jr.; Andrea Davis, 
jr.; Olivia Hartman, sr.; Brookelyn Walter, sr.

VAN BUREN (12-10, 6-4 BVC)
COACH: Mark Bunn. VARSITY: Sophia 

Reineke, sr., OH; Clare Hoerig, sr., S; Olivia 
Cramer, sr., RH; Eliya Amos, sr., DS; Ainsley 
Forsyth, sr., DS; Emma Henry, sr., MH; Sasha 
Busey, jr., MH; Kennedy Jones, jr., OH; 
McKenna Morey, jr., S; Jillian Walters, jr., 
RH; Faith Smith, jr., DS; Brooke, Ingwerson, 
soph., S; Brylee Ponn, soph., MH; Ava 
Cramer, soph., L.

VANLUE (11-11, 4-6 BVC)
COACH: Zack Bame. VARSITY: Kendalyn 

Jesko, fr.; Maria Saltzman, jr., RS/OH; 
Hannah Ward, fr., RS/OH; Issa Gutierrez, 
soph., L/DSD; Libby Gunder, jr., RS/S/OH; 
Lydia Milelr, jr., OH/DS; Abigail Kloepfer, 
fr., DS/RS; Savy Carrillo, sr., DS; Cadence 
Roszman, soph., OH/RS/S; Olivia Secord, fr., 
S/OH/RS; Hannah Gerschutz, fr., MH/OH/RS; 
Adreanna Blanton, jr., OH/RS; Gwen Miller, 
soph., OH/DS/S; Aareana Spears, jr., OH/MH; 
Morgan Crowe, jr., L; Clarissa Wickman, fr., 
RS/DS; Taylor Gerschutz, sr., MH/OH; Mara 
Simon, soph., MH; Lexi Brooks, soph., S/RS; 
Sydney King, jr., OH.

A look at the league’s volleyball teams
By DAVE HANNEMAN
DAVEHANNEMAN@THECOURIER.COM

Improved Rutgers to test Buckeyes
Rutgers might have the best 

football team it has had since it 
entered the Big Ten in 2014. 

But maybe that idea hasn’t 
reached everyone in the Big 
Ten yet. The Scarlet Knights 
are still a popular opponent in 
homecoming games. Their two 
appearances in homecoming 
games other than their own is 
tied with Michigan State for the 
most in the Big Ten this season.

No. 11 Ohio State (3-1, 1-0 
Big Ten) will get a close-up 
look at Rutgers (3-1, 0 -1 Big 
Ten) on Saturday at the New 
Jersey school’s often-renamed 
SHI Stadium. 

Historically OSU has treated 
Rutgers much like it treated 
Akron last Saturday in a 59-7 
win. 

In seven games since it began 
playing the Scarlet Knights in 
2014, Ohio State has won by an 
average of 43 points. Last year’s 

49-27 win in Columbus by the 
Buckeyes is the closest game in 
the series so far. 

Better talent, of course, has 
played a big part in Rutgers’ rise 
to respectability. 

But it also illustrates that 
sometimes finding the right 
coach at the right time can turn 
around a football program. 

Rutgers coach Greg Schiano 
built the Scarlet Knights into a 
team which was ranked No. 12 
in the final Associated Press 
poll in 2006 and led them to five 
bowl wins in six years when he 
was the head coach there from 
2001-2011. 

He left in 2012 to coach the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, a job 
he kept for two years. His most 
recent job before being hired 
again as Rutgers’ head coach in 
December 2019 was defensive 
coordinator at Ohio State from 
2016-2018. 

Rutgers won three games 
and lost two others by a touch-
down or less last season with a 

roster strengthened by several 
transfers, including quarterback 
Noah Vedral, now in his second 
year as the Scarlet Knights’ 
starter. 

This year’s 3-0 start, with 
wins over Temple, Syracuse 
and Delaware before a 20-13 
loss to Michigan last week, was 
the first time Rutgers was unde-
feated three games into a season 
since 2012. 

Schiano, a New Jersey native, 
has moved Rutgers’ recruiting 
to a higher level, especially in 
New Jersey.

From 2014-2020, Rutgers 
signed only five players rated 
as 4-star recruits. It signed two 
this year and has five 4-stars 
committed to its 2022 recruiting 
class. Both of last year’s 4-stars 
and four of this year’s are from 
New Jersey. 

Defense has been Rutgers’ 
strength so far this season. It 
has allowed 13.5 points a game 
and held opponents to an aver-
age of 262 yards total offense 

and 112 yards rushing per game. 
In last week’s 20-13 loss to 

Michigan, Rutgers fell behind 
20-3 at halftime but limited the 
Wolverines to 42 yards total 
offense in the second half. Rut-
gers had chances to tie the game 
late in the fourth quarter but its 
final three possessions ended 
with a missed field goal, a fail-
ure to convert on a fourth-down 
and a fumble.

Three keys for an Ohio State 
victory:

1. Get some big plays, either 
in the passing game or from 
freshman running back TreV-
eyon

Henderson, who is a threat to 
score every time he touches the 
ball, to put pressure on Rutgers.

No matter how good its 
defense might be, Rutgers 
doesn’t want to be in a situa-
tion where it is playing catch-
up and needs to score quickly. 
Ohio State has eight offensive 
touchdowns of more than 30 
yards and Rutgers has only two.

2. Affect the quarterback, 
protect the quarterback. Ohio 
State has 13 sack and Rutgers 
has 11. Both teams protect their 
quarterbacks well – Rutgers has 
given up five sacks and OSU has 
permitted six.

If the Buckeyes are the better 
team at rushing the opposing 
passer and protecting their own 
quarterback that could be a big 
plus for them.

3. Have a healthy C.J. Stroud. 
Ryan Day says he’s looking for-
ward to getting Stroud back on 
the field after seeing how he has 
looked in practice this week. 
Presumably that means he will 
return to being OSU’s starting 
quarterback after sitting out last 
week’s game against Akron.

He is the only quarterback 
at Ohio State who has started 
a road game. 

The prediction: Ohio State 
35, Rutgers 17.

By JIM NAVEAU
JNAVEAU@LIMANEWS.COM

ing St. Francis squib kick to 
open the game, the Knights 
recovered the ball at the 
Findlay 31 and seven plays 
and those 31 yards later 
Truss and Talboo hooked 
up on a 6-yard TD strike.

Two Findlay penalties 
would keep another St. 
Francis scoring drive alive. 
Another penalty would 
negate a 56-yard catch and 
run touchdown by Ireland. 
Findlay managed just 22 
yards rushing the entire 
first half, missed a field goal 
and went three-and-out on 
three of its first six posses-
sions.

“I thought we were 
on the rise,” said Adams, 
likely referring to last 
week’s 34-14 win over a 
Fremont Ross team that 
was unbeaten, state-ranked 
and leading the TRAC at 
the time.

“We were not as focused 
as we could be early on, 
probably most of the game.”

“We came out flat,” Ire-
land agreed.

“The first three quarters 
were, honestly, probably the 
worst we played this year. 
But that fourth quarter, 
we just kept believing, we 
kept on fighting, we kept on 
punching.”

Findlay can match St. 
Francis with a pretty good 
passing game of its own, 
and in the fourth quarter it 
showed.

After a tackle-for-loss by 
Nate Weihrauch, his third 
of the game, a sack by Nate 
Riegle and a short punt 
gave Findlay excellent field 
position at the St. Francis 
25, Ryan Montgomery fired 
a 10-yard TD pass to Ter-
rion Ross with 6:07 left in 
the fourth quarter.

A nother  defens ive 
stand put the ball back in 
the hands of Montgomery 
and Findlay’s offense. They 
didn’t waste the opportu-
nity, with Montgomery hit-
ting Max Roth for a 14-yard 
gain, Ireland for 20, then 
Ireland again for the score. 
St. Francis defensive back 
Nate Smith tipped the ball, 
but Ireland got his hand 
on it and juggled it for a 
second before clutching it 
to his chest.

“That’s concentration,” 
Adams said.

“Players make plays, 
and one of our best players 
made a play when we had 
to.”

“Al, I know is the ball 
was tipped ... it seemed 
like it was in the air for an 
hour,” Ireland said. “I’m just 
glad I was able to catch it.”

Ross was denied an 
interception on St. Francis’ 
next possession, but the 
senior defensive back broke 
up second- and third-down 
passes, forcing the Knights 
to punt with 1:58 on the 
clock.

Montgomery could not 
connect with his receivers 
on first and second down, 
but scrambled for a first 
down on third-and-10 from 
the Trojans’ own 24.

A penalty backed Find-
lay up 5, but Montgom-
ery scrambled for 15 and 
another first down, then 
found Donovan Harris for a 
9-yard gain to the Knights’ 
46, and Harris would get a 
key first down with a 5-yard 
gain to the 41.

After two incompletions 
on sideline routes, Mont-
gomery went deep over the 
middle where Ireland went 
high between two defend-
ers to haul it in.

“Coach was like, “Hit 
Ben on the deep post’ and I 
was, like, I knew I had to go 
make a play,” Ireland said.

“I didn’t catch one ear-
lier in the game in the 
corner of the end zone 
because I didn’t go up and 
get the ball. I wasn’t going 
to let that happen again, so 
I went and got it.

“It wasn’t the prettiest, 
but it doesn’t matter if its 
42-0 or 35-28 like it was 
here tonight. A win is a win, 
that’s how it’s going to be 
drawn up.”

Ireland, who caught 
a 21-yard TD pass from 
Montgomery in the first 
quarter, hauled in six 
passes for 107 yards and 
the three TDs. Ross had 
six catches for 43 yards, 
Harris five for 20 and Roth 
three for 33. Montgomery 
was 22 for 49 for 231 yards 
and four scores, in addition 
to his TD run.

St. Francis four-man 
defensive front put consis-
tent pressure on the fresh-
man quarterback, but he 
was sacked just once and 
ended up as Findlay’s lead-
ing rusher with 45 yards.

Findlay hits the road for 
league games at Oregon 
Clay next Friday and at 
Toledo St. John’s on Oct. 
15. The Trojans wrap up 
the regular season at home 
against Lima Senior on Oct. 
22

“There’s so much in my 
brain right now,” Adams 
said.

“We won, we won a good 
game. We finished and I’m 
proud of the guys for that. 
They believed the whole 
time, but now we have to 
get back to work clean some 
things up.”
St. Francis  14   7   7     0 — 28
Findlay    7   7   0   21 — 35

FIRST QUARTER
TSF — Talboo 6 pass from Truss (Kenner 

ick)
FIN — Ireland 21 pass from R. 

Montgomery (Robinson kick)
TSF — Conner 16 pass from Truss 

(Kenner ick)
SECOND QUARTER

TSF — Talboo 6 pass from Truss (Kenner 
ick)

FIN — R. Montgomery 10 run (Robinson 
kick)

THIRD QUARTER
TSF — Talboo 34 pass from Truss 

(Kenner ick)
FOURTH QUARTER

FIN — Ross 13 pass from R. Montgomery 
(Robinson kick)

FIN — Ireland 20 pass from R. 
Montgomery (Robinson kick)

FIN — Ireland 41 pass from R. 
Montgomery (Robinson kick)
 TSF  FIN
First Downs  20  22
Rushes-yards  20-74  18-90
Passing Yards  293  231
Comp-Att-Int  27-49-2  22-49-0
Punts-Avg.  5-31.0  6-38.5
Fumbles-Lost  0-0  1-1
Penalties-Yards 10-79  8-82

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Findlay, R. Montgomery 

4-45; James 7-18; Theis 3-(-5); Harris 1-5; 
M. Roth 3-27. Toledo St. Francis, Truss 3-18; 
Horton 17-56.

PASSING — Findlay, R. Montgomery 22-
49-0, 231 yards. Toledo St. Francis, Truss 27-
49-2, 293 yards.

RECEIVING — Findlay, M. Roth 3-33; 
Ireland 6-107, Harris 5-20; Robinson 1-8; Ross 
6-43; James 1-20. Toledo St. Francis, Smith 
4-20; Talboo 11-114; Horton 2-18; Conner 
6-102; Parrish 4-39.
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